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Civil Rights vs. Public Safety

Valley Attracting
“Problem” Group Homes
By Da Som Seo, Valley Voice Reporter

L

os Angeles officials recently proposed the
Community Care Facility Ordinance, first introduced
by Councilman Greig Smith, to more strictly
regulate both state licensed community care facilities
and unlicensed facilities, many of which have been
the concern of troubled residents for causing various
disruptions in the neighborhood. At least one local group
home had more than 30 such “boarders.”
A number of these unlicensed boarding homes are
identified as sober living homes that house not only the
disabled but also recovering alcoholics and parolees
altogether at an affordable price. However, many renters
at these homes are not given the necessary treatment
and care and as a result, are causing disturbance and
discomfort among neighbors.
Christine Foster of Granada Hills stated, “I
understand that these renters are in need of such shelters
but there are children in the neighborhood. They can’t
defend themselves against possible physical or sexual
assaults. Their safety precedes these boarding homes’
choices of operating in family neighborhoods.”
Similarly, Lynette Trinh of Reseda agreed with the
ordinance because “unlicensed boarding homes aren’t
properly treating the people who need help. Instead,
they’re only trying to make money off of them.”
* * *
According to a spokesman in Councilman Smith’s
office, a number of these facilities have surpassed the
capacity, packing tens of tenants into four-bedroom homes.
The proposed ordinance would restrict residency to two
tenants per bedroom and ban these unlicensed boarding
homes from single-family neighborhoods.
Also, the ordinance would require those group homes
serving seven or more individuals, named “Public Benefits,”
to meet certain criteria that include parking, noise, and
density. Such close supervision promises the protection and
residential quality of the neighborhood as well as appropriate
shelters for the mentally ill and the disabled.
Group homes serving six or fewer residents will, by
right, remain in any zone that allows residential uses.
Emphasizing the importance of the ordinance, Mitchell
Englander, the Chief of Staff for Councilman Smith, stated, “I
spearheaded the task force with LAPD, Building and Safety,
and community stakeholders to launch an investigation and
establish enforcement against the problem facilities in our
community. These are a real nuisance and we have to do
(Continued on Page 8)

“Name that
School”
With a scheduled opening of a new school at Mason
and Sesnon, north of the 118 Freeway, the Porter Ranch
Neighborhood Council is now accepting suggested names
for the K to 8 facility.
The Valley Voice “jumped the gun” two years ago,
when it asked its readers to submit entries.
Over 90% had “Porter Ranch” in the name, with
slight variations. The unofficial winners:
1. Porter Ranch Community School.
2. Porter Ranch School.
3. Porter Ranch K-8 School.
If you would like to make a suggestion from the
above, or your own, please email to
yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com, or nametheschool@
prnc.org.
The new school is scheduled to open in Fall 2012.

LAUSD Board Member Tamar Galatzan (center) accepts a $894,322 check
from Erik Pfahler (3rd from left), representing Porter Ranch Development Company,
for community amenities for the new K-8 school, as most Porter Ranch Neighborhood
Council board members look on.
(Photo by Porter Ranch Development Company)

Locals Speak Out

Military Funeral Picketing:
Which Right Triumphs Other?
By Austin Kang, Valley Voice Reporter

“THANK GOD FOR DEAD SOLDIERS” “FAGS DOOM NATIONS” “GOD BLEW UP THE TROOPS” These are
just a few of the provocative messages that are espoused and spread by the Westboro Baptist Church.
Although these convictions can be found on the church’s primary website (godhatesfag.com), the church has most
notably diffused their beliefs by picketing military funerals. The Westboro Baptist Church claims that American soldiers are
dying in foreign wars due to the nation’s acceptance of homosexuality as well as the presence of gay soldiers in troops.
The church was brought up to court by Albert Snyder in 2006 when members demonstrated at the funeral of his
son, Matthew Snyder, a U.S. Marine. After court rulings that had alternated between favoring one side, the lawsuit was
addressed by the Supreme Court recently on October 6.
The root of the legal matter lies not in just the controversial statements that the church upholds, but more holistically
in the conflict between fundamental human rights, namely the freedom of speech and the right to privacy. Although valley
locals are mainly of the consensus that the church was morally in the wrong, many agree that it had the constitutional right.
“According to the constitution, groups have the right to protest. That’s what this was – a protest against America’s
toleration of homosexuality. Despite the fact that what they did was morally abhorrent, I don’t think they can legally be
prosecuted,” Aditi Gupta of San Fernando said.
As required by law, the Westboro Baptist Church had staged their protest 1000 feet away from the funeral location.
Moreover, the Snyder family was not aware of the commotion during the funeral, and was informed only after seeing
news reports and visiting Westboro’s website where the church had posted an essay about Matthew Snyder.
“Does the church have the legal right? Yes. Does it have the ethical, moral right? Absolutely not,” Gabe Taylor of
Sylmar said.
However, the individual’s right to privacy is protected from freedom of speech provided he or she is not a public figure.
For Matthew Synder to have been a public figure, the news of his death must have been broadcasted beyond the standard
obituary notice. Whether he is a public figure or not will be an important point of contingency toward the final ruling.
“The family definitely had the
right of privacy. The First Amendment
is extremely broad, yes, but it can not
infringe on other rights,” Elysia Eastty
of Granada Hills said.
he Board of Supervisors voted to extend a health department letterAnother ambiguity regarding the
grading system for restaurants to the many food trucks plying Los
lawsuit traces back to the ruling of
Angeles County streets.
Chaplinsky v. New Hampshire in 1942.
The new regulation, which will take effect this month, requires that
This case concluded that “fighting
the owners of “mobile food facilities” submit to semi-annual inspections,
words” – statements that provoke an
meet annual certification requirements and provide the Department of
immediate violent reaction – are not
Public Health with current route information.
The number of food trucks, selling everything from Korean tacos
protected under the freedom of speech.
to gourmet cupcakes, has grown dramatically. The county’s top health
The Supreme Court will have to
official said health concerns also have grown.
decide whether the church’s signs and
Food trucks were shut down at the rate of 8.7 percent as compared
allegations are offensive and shocking
with 1.9 percent for restaurants and fast food outlets, said Dr. Jonathan
enough to be considered “fighting
Fielding, director of the county’s Department of Public Health. Without
words,” in light of its religious context.
the ordinance, the trucks have been hard to track.
Simon Robertshaw, a resident of
The program will begin immediately for about 3,200 full-service
Northridge and a US Government &
catering trucks in the county. Smaller food carts, selling hot dogs, churros
Politics teacher at Granada Hills Charter
and other items, will be targeted in the second phase, expected to begin
High School, commented, “This case
July 1. The department estimates the number of carts at 2,800.
Like the restaurant system, trucks and carts will be rated A, B or C.
is so difficult to settle because it deals
A C rating represents a safety score of 70-79 percent. A score of less than
with the larger conflict between natural
70 percent will prompt a hearing and potential closing of the eatery until
human rights, an issue that involves
the problem can be corrected.
freedom of religion.”
“Which right triumphs over the
other?” he continued.

Food Trucks Go to A, B, C

T

City Gift to Residents:

City in Tailspin

Valley Faces
GRIDLOCK
Less Service,
Increased
Wilbur Ave:
The Road That Goes to Taxes and Fees
“Nowhere”
T
By Jack Humphreville

(Below is a copy of an e-mail sent to Rita
Robinson, Dept. of Transportation GM. She
was the guest speaker at the Porter Ranch
Neighborhood Council’s October meeting.)

Dear Ms Robinson:
I have to give credit where credit is due: I do think
that it was noble of you to “fall on your sword” and
accept responsibility for the decision to reduce Wilbur
down to one lane in each direction, and not blame your
boss, the mayor, for insisting on such a decision. I also
appreciate the fact that you recognize the problems of
ingress/egress to the communities of Belcourt and
Ridgegate, left turns from Wilbur, and congestion
created by the decision. And, for the record, I have
always referred the decision as “idiotic,” not that the
decision-maker is an “idiot.”
After hearing your presentation, I still have many
more questions than answers.
I can appreciate the fact that a decision had to
be made “hastily” after the paving of the stretch of
Wilbur Avenue between Devonshire and Chatsworth
Streets, due to the impending start of the school year;
however, that does not excuse the previously-made
decision to reduce vehicle traffic lanes by 50% from
Lassen south (which decision was made well prior to
the paving of Wilbur north of Devonshire). It would
also seem that you made your decision after hearing
(but obviously ignoring) the opposition expressed by
the Councilman’s office and neighborhood residents.
* * *
As justification for your decision to ignore
opposition to the lane reduction, you cited speeding,
unmarked crosswalk safety, bicyclist safety, and the
city’s desire to encourage alternatives to automobile
transportation.
What you failed to provide is
any evidence (other than making a reference to
California statutes which require speed surveys [my
understanding is that these surveys are required so that
traffic laws can be enforced with radar, not necessarily
to reduce or retain posted speed limits]) that speeding
is a concern, or that there have been any pedestrian or
bicyclist accidents or injuries, or that the only means
to add a bicycle lane also requires the elimination of a
traffic lane. None.
Early in your presentation, you made the
comment that you had to “implement the change before
staff could evaluate it.” In transportation vernacular,
this is the equivalent of “putting the cart before the
horse.” Anyone could have told you that reducing
vehicle traffic lanes by 50% was going to result in
exactly what has occurred: long traffic back-ups at
intersections, gridlock in front of gated communities
whose sole access is in the middle of these back-ups,
cars using bike lanes to pass, difficulty in making left
turns from Wilbur Avenue, etc. You stated several
times that “staff was evaluating alternatives.” Which
leads to the question: “Why wasn’t staff evaluating
alternatives BEFORE the change was implemented,
rather than after-the-fact?” Exactly why are these
people drawing salaries, to “evaluate alternatives,”
when those alternatives should have been adequately
considered beforehand? And this bike plan is not new:
the city has been working on it for 14+ years.
So the question remains: when is Wilbur Avenue
going to be restored to two vehicle lanes in each
direction? And why has it taken this long to figure
out?

he City has a projected budget deficit of $319 million for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2011.
The elimination of this deficit will require some very tough and painful decisions involving not only
personnel and programs, but the pressing need to fund the $16 billion unfunded pension liability and $10 billion
need to repair and maintain our failing infrastructure.
In the past, the City, and the Mayor in particular, has played it fast and loose, relying on one-off transactions
and gimmicks. The City altered the assumptions underlying the pension plans by extending the smoothing period
and expanding the market value corridor, “saving” $400 million last year. It adopted the Early Retirement Incentive
Program that increased LACERS’ unfunded pension liability. It has dumped 1,600 employees along with their pension
liabilities on the Department of Water & Power.
It has also deferred spending that was necessary to maintain our infrastructure: streets, sidewalks, street lights,
parks, buildings, and IT systems. And in its desperation, it has taken to selling revenue producing assets at fire sale
prices to pay daily operating expenses.
The City Council needs to start addressing the budget NOW. It cannot wait for our checked out Mayor to
present another tricked-out budget in mid-April. The City cannot afford to make unsound, but politically expedient
decisions that will further jeopardize the financial health and reputation of the City.
The City Council also needs to develop a long range solvency plan, based on REALISTIC assumptions, which
(Continued on Page 7)

Looking for convenient care?
Switch to a Facey doctor today.
Dermatology
Monica Trail, MD

Ear, Nose & Throat
Jerome Dickman, MD

Family Medicine
Donald Downs, MD
Susan Kranzpiller, MD

Internal Medicine
Donna Cagle, NP
Elise Kwon, MD
Richard Landers, MD
Michael Nelson, MD
Fredrick Russo, MD

We know how important it is to have the
health care services you need available to
you in your own neighborhood. That’s why
Facey’s clinic at Porter Ranch Medical
Plaza provides primary care, specialists,
and even a walk-in clinic in one great
place: the center of town.
With radiology and lab services on site,
seeing any Facey doctor at Porter Ranch is
convenient and easy. Plus, we accept most
health insurance plans! Come see for
yourself why your first choice for health
care should be right down the street.

Orthopedic Surgery
Adam Dietz, MD
Robert Roth, MD

Pediatrics
David Chien, MD
Tanya Falkowski, MD

Urology
Daniel Brison, MD
Albert Samadi, MD
Joe Youssef, MD

PORTER RANCH PLAZA
19950 Rinaldi St
Porter Ranch, CA 91326
(818) 403-2400

Sincerely,
Michael J. Allegretti,
Northridge
November, 2010

Facey accepts most insurance plans, including: PPO, HMO, POS, Medicare and
Medicare Advantage HMO plans. You can see all of the health plans we accept
online at: www.facey.com/insurance/
For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com
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Is DWP
For Sale?
By Jack Humphreville

I

s it a coincidence that more than a few Councilmen
have asked how much our Department of Water
& Power is worth? And what is the reason for the
question?
Is the City considering the sale of the Department
of Water & Power (or any of its component parts) to help balance the budget
deficit that is projected to be $300 to $400 million next year? And if so, who
would be the buyer?
Or is the City considering contributing DWP to the City’s two pension
plans (LACERS and Fire & Police) that have a combined unfunded liability
of $11.5 billion based on market values as of June 30, 2009? Or does the City
need this information for its bankers and lenders who are concerned about the
City’s finances and solvency given the ever increasing structural deficits, the
unfunded pension liabilities, the massive cash requirements of our deteriorating
infrastructure, and the unwillingness of City Hall to develop realistic long term
operational and financial solutions?
In trying to assess the value of DWP, the accounting net worth of the
Water and Power Systems is $6.8 billion as of June 30, 2009, after deducting
$7.4 billion of debt. However, this does not take into account the unfunded
pension liability, which was $2.4 billion based on market values as of June 30,

2009. This would result in a write down of the net worth to $4.4 billion.
		

*		

*		

*

Of course, the book value does not necessarily reflect the true value. For
example, there may be numerous assets such as real estate that were acquired
long ago that may have appreciated significantly.
However most businesses are valued based on the free cash flow they can produce
for the investor, not their asset values. But DWP is not generating cash.
For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, DWP had operating revenues of
$3.5 billion and operating profit (earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation
and amortization) of $900 million. But after interest expense of over $300
million, capital expenditures of about $1 billion, and the 8% Transfer Fee of
$223 million, there is no cash left over. Rather, the DWP had to borrow even
(Continued on Page 7)

Wagdy W. Kades, M.D., F.A.C.R.
Diplomate American Boards of
Internal Medicine & Rheumatology
Clinical Assistant Professor of Rheumatology
Keck School of Medicine, University of
Southern California

Rheumatology ~ Arthritis ~ Osteoporosis
Porter Ranch Office

Porter Ranch Medical Plaza
19950 Rinaldi Street
Suite 101-D
Porter Ranch, CA 91326

Los Angeles Office

St. Vincent POB
201 S Alvarado Street
Suite 626
Los Angeles, CA 90057

Tel: (213) 484-5397 Fax: (213) 484-9584
Website : kadesmd.com

scs.openhouse.R1.indd 12
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The church
challenge
By

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills
Whenever I’m out and about in the community, at a coffee shop or restaurant,
on an airplane or traveling, I love having conversations with the people I meet. I
get to learn more about them, what they do, where they are in life or where they are
spiritually. It usually doesn’t take long before it comes up that I am a pastor of a large
church here in the valley. Eventually, I ask them if they go to church, and I have heard
many, many reasons why some folks do not attend church faithfully or at all.
I know that as long as we, as imperfect human beings, are involved in the
Church, she will always have her flaws. I also totally understand that on any given
Sunday, there are about a thousand other things to do—especially here in beautiful,
sunny Southern California—than to take the time to gather the family and attend a
local church.
Furthermore, I also understand that it’s possible, if not likely, for you to
actually attend a church, and then leave feeling as though you didn’t get anything
out of it. However, it’s important to note that going to church has more to do with the
worship we have to offer than anything we expect to receive. It’s not about us. It’s
about God, and us giving Him our worship and praise.
So, for what it’s worth, please allow me to share with you just a few of the
many reasons why I believe we should be in church each and every weekend. These
are what I call the “Benefits of Belonging and Attending a Local Congregation.”
While the primary focus of attending church is to offer God our worship, there are
definitely benefits in being in fellowship with God and others at church. This is a
partial list of why church should be a priority. While this is a small list, it’s a powerful
list because every single reason is enough on its own for us to attend church. Add
them or multiply their collective value, and you’ll quickly discover why it’s the only
place to be on Sunday.
1.
2.
3.
4.

God will be there. Enough said.
Church is where we learn God’s word…What is that worth to you?
The Bible commands that we be there…Sorry, it’s true.
Salvation is available and recommended…Why wouldn’t you want
that?
You’ll discover God’s perfect and pleasing will or plan for your life.
Priceless!
Church is a place of prayer. You actually get to talk to God—wow!

5.
6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Communion is served each week, in
obedience to Jesus’ request.
People are baptized there, each week,
into the family of Christ.
Attending church is literally belonging to the family of God.
You’ll find help at church in resisting all kinds of temptation.
The Church is a place where we can use our God-given gifts to serve
others.
Attending church is an investment in things that are eternal, rather than
temporary physical and/or earthly possessions.
Church is the best place to reinforce Godly principles to your children.
Worship at church prepares you for an eternity of worship in heaven.
The Bible says that when Jesus comes back, He’s coming for His Church,
which is often referenced analogously as His bride. Will He find you in
the Church or will He find you outside the Church?
At church you will find accountability in your walk with the Lord.
The Church represents what heaven will be like.
The church is a place to find food for your spiritual soul.
God’s Spirit moves powerfully through the believer at church.
Attending church strengthens one’s walk with the Lord.

What else could I say that would encourage you to want to attend church?
I challenge you to review the list and think about why you wouldn’t want to attend
each week. Why not make attending church a priority? Instead of focusing on what’s
wrong with the Church, come and see why God created it for us to worship Him and to
fellowship with Him and with one another. Hope to see you at church this Sunday!
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford is the Senior Pastor of Shepherd of the Hills
Church in Porter Ranch.
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Why rent when you can afford low payments on a new home in
prestigious Porter Ranch? At Las Brisas, you can own a stylish new home
and enjoy master-planned amenities with payments as low as or lower than
your monthly rent. Dare to dream — and dream big at Las Brisas.
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It’s Always Time
To Battle Cancer

Y

First grade farmers practice their milking skills at Chatsworth Hills Academy’s annual Farm Day.
First graders hand-juiced oranges, turned cream into butter, planted herbs and milked a “cow” at this
annual event designed to teach the students about the origins of food and life on a farm. When the
chores were done, students, teachers and parents together enjoyed a big farm breakfast. “At Chatsworth Hills Academy, we take every opportunity to complement classroom academics with hands-on
experiences that bring lessons to life in ways that are meaningful and memorable for our students,”
said Ann Gillinger, head of school. “Farm Day is a very special day for our first graders and it’s fun to
hear the older students reminiscing about their own Farm Day experience.”

T

Name New School

he new school being built in Porter Ranch at the corner of Mason and Sesnon is one
step closer to completion. At the October Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council meeting
Porter Ranch Development Company’s Erik Pfahler presented a check for $894,322 to
LAUSD Board Member Tamar Galatzan to pay for community amenities as part of the Joint
Use Agreement for the new k-8 school. The PRNC has worked on the school design and
joint use features for five years and is excited to see the project continue to move forward.
In conjunction with the check presentation, the PRNC launched a school naming
project and has begun to collect proposed names from stakeholders. If you would like to
make a suggestion, please email it to nametheschool@prnc.org.
Our own Assemblyman Cameron Smyth’s District Director Jarrod DeGonia will be the
guest speaker at our November meeting. He will be bringing news of major developments
at the state level, information about the state budget, and the economic forecast as well as
addressing local concerns. The meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 9, to allow for
voting in the election on November 2. The meeting begins at 6pm at Shepherd of the Hills
Church.
Join us at this year’s holiday party which will be held at the Musashi Restaurant in
the Porter Ranch Towne Center near Ralphs at 6pm – 8pm on Tuesday, December 7. This
is a great opportunity to meet your board members and neighbors. Find out more at www.
PRNC.org.

CHAMINADE C

OLLEGE

ou’re a typical Porter Ranch, little League mom, three sons from 4th grade through
high school, a financial advisor husband, Ron, and you get invited to perform
cheerleading duties at the half-time show at the Rams vs. Seahawks Oct. 3 NFL
game in the Edward Jones Stadium in St. Louis. “I’m 49, and have not been a cheerleader
for 30 years,” still-shapely Ginger Mann asks, “and I’m invited now to bring out the old
pom-poms?”
Remember outstanding players Vince Ferragamo, Pat Hayden, Eric Dickerson, Jack
Youngblood, Nolan Cromwell? How about coaches Ray Malavasi and John Robinson?
Ginger remembers well, three decades ago, since she performed in “those precise kick lines,
and rushing onto to the field to a capacity, roaring crowd.” It was also an era of great Los
Angeles Rams’ teams.
Ginger and her family made the trip east, not only for the honor of just being invited,
or simply a re-union, but she would be dancing to support October’s Breast Cancer
Awareness, and the first ever “Cheer for Cure.”
Doting pink pom poms, and “cure shirts,” she joined over 200 past, present and future
Rams’ cheerleaders, ages 10 to 65.
When asked why she worked so hard getting back in shape for the occasion, she
answered, “I told myself, that if those with cancer can cope each day with this disease,
certainly I could work as hard, and make the effort, to help send the message that we all must
support this cause, and do something positive that you believe in, and support it 100%.”
Ron and their sons each wore their no-glare “CURE” stripes while “supporting” mom.
With tears in their eyes, the cheerleaders performed to Paula Abdul’s “Promise of a
New Day,” and “I will survive,” by Donna Summer.

Pension Reform

S

chwarzenegger deserves credit. He had pledged for months that he wouldn’t
sign a budget unless it rolled back the skyrocketing pension benefits the
Legislature granted in 1999. He got his wish, and the reform measures included
in this deal will be a major part of his legacy.
The deal requires state workers to contribute from 2 percent to 5 percent more
of their pay to their pensions, and it raises the retirement age by five years for new
workers. The reforms also seek to curb the practice of pension spiking -- in which
workers artificially boost their final year’s salary to increase their retirement pay -- by
requiring pension levels to be set based on the average of the final three years of pay,
rather than the final year alone.
The governor also insisted on new reporting requirements for the California Public
Employees’ Retirement System, the nation’s largest public pension system. It now must
explain its assumptions in plain English when it seeks extra money from taxpayers, as
it did this year. That should make it easier for lawmakers to identify projections that
are too rosy.

P REPARATORY

A Catholic School in the Marianist Tradition for Grades 6 - 12

Open House
Yo u ’r e I n v i t e d

November 21, 2010
Middle School: 11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
High School: 1:00 - 3:00 P.M.
If you would like to get to know us better, and
learn about the lifelong benefits of a cutting-edge,
21st Century Chaminade Education, please join us at
our Open House to:
•
•
•
•

Take a campus tour and see our amazing facilities.
Meet our teachers and students.
Learn about our new 1:1 Tablet PC Program
Visit Academic Departments and learn about our
curriculum
• Explore our arts and athletics programs
• Talk to Admissions and Financial aid
representatives.

Middle School:

High School:

19800 Devonshire St.,
Chatsworth, CA 91311
818.363.8127

7500 Chaminade Ave.,
West Hills, CA 91304
818.347.8300

grades 6 - 8

grades 9 - 12

www.chaminade .org
November, 2010
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among other things. Adults and children are invited to come
for this free event. Call 818/700-0390 or visit our website at
www.our-redeemer.org and click on the “School” link for
more information.

LOCAL Events

Golf for Charity

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church will hold their
“Pantry Tune-Up Golf Tournament” fundraising event on
Monday, November 1st at the Sunset Hills Country Club,
4155 Erbes Road North in Thousand Oaks. The entry fee
is $125 per player and it includes green fees, cart, practice
balls, lunch and prizes. Registration is at 7:00 am with the
shotgun start at 8:00 am. (Dress code: no jeans or denims
please). Funds raised will go to support the Outreach
Ministry providing food, clothing, hot meals and help to
the homeless. Call Ed Worlund at 818/341-1629 for more
information.

Viewpoint School
receive a free recyclable bag. Students will receive community
Viewpoint School is inviting the community to “Learn
services credits for participating. For more information,
more about our school,” including, their kindergarten, middle
call Fuyumi Hashimoto at (818) 989-0300.
school, grades 6-8, and the middle and upper school, grades 6
Fall Family Festival
– 12.
St.Stephen’s Lutheran Church will hold its Fall Family
Kindergarten will be held Nov. 9 at 6.p.m. (a presentation
Festival on Friday, Nov 5, from 5pm to 8pm and Saturday, Nov
of the primary school program; middle school, Nov. 6, 1 p.m.,
6, from 9am to 2pm. Fun for the whole family. Free admission.
admission information session and campus tour; and the middle
The church is located at 15950 Chatsworth Street in Granada
and upper school, Dec. 4, 1 p.m. (admission preview day), attend
Hills. For more info, please call 818-891-1759.
sample classes, meet the faculty and current students.
Teen Support Group
Haskell Fundraiser
Located at 23620 Mulholland Hwy. in Calabasas,
This is a support group for 14 to 18 year olds. They
Haskell Elementary School is holding a Garage Sale the school provides daily bus service from Chatsworth and
will learn how to deal with stress, how stress affects their Fundraiser on Nov. 6 from 8 am to 4 pm. The school is located Northridge. Please visit www.viewpoint.org/admission, or call
body and how to use self-hypnosis for relaxation. Each at 15850 Tulsa Street in Granada Hills.
818-591-6560.

week will deal with different issues, such as, school, tests,
Heschel Day School
Sierra Canyon School
parents, peer pressure, college admission anxieties, sports,
Abraham Joshua Heschel Day School has announced
Sierra Canyon School has announced Campus Previews
divorce, siblings and more. Date: Tuesdays, November 2,
9, 16, 23, 30; Place: Temple Ramat Zion; Time: 6:30-7:30 for both the Lower School, and the Middle and Upper Schools. three elementary open houses, traditional kindergarten to grade
pm; Cost: $60 for Center, TRZ, TBT, TBA members; $75 For prospective students entering early kindergarten through 5, Thursday Nov. 11; Tuesday Dec. 7, and Wednesday, Jan 26,
sixth grade, it will be held Saturday, Nov. 6 from 10 a.m. to 2011, all from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. A Middle School open house will
for non-members; Call Jerry at 818-360-2211.
Come join us to learn how to use the power of your mind
to lose weight. Sessions will include clearing emotional clutter,
self hypnosis for the perfect weight and how to maintain the
perfect weight once you get there. Date: Tuesday, November 2,
9, 16, 23 and 30th; Time: 7:45-9:15 pm; Place: Temple Ramat
Zion; Cost: $60 for Center, TRZ, TBT and TBA members; $75
for Non-Members; Call Jerry 818-360-2211. Reservations are
required.

Veterans Drive

12:30 p.m. at 11052 Independence Ave., Chatsworth. For a
reservation, please contact Erin Anderson, at 818-882-8121,
ext. 105.
For prospective students entering grades 7 – 12, a Preview
will be held Saturday, Nov. 13, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at
the Upper Campus, 20801 Rinaldi, Chatsworth. Please contact
Debby Shively, at 818-882-8121, ext. 311 for a reservation.

be held Sunday, Nov. 14 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for grades
6-8.
For information, or to RSVP, please contact Lara Martin,
director of admission, at 818-368-5781. Private tours are available
by appointment. Heschel is located at 17701 Devonshire St.,
Northridge. www.heschel.com.

Pumpkin Pickin’ Festival

Former actress and New Age teacher, Sharon Lee Giganti,
will share her tragic experience in the New Age movement and
conversion story as she warns us of this spirituality’s dangerous
practices that are being mainstreamed into churches and other
organizations by popular media personalities and self-help books.
Event is free, donations accepted. Sat., Nov. 13, 7-9 p.m. at Our
Lady of Lourdes Church Sanctuary. For more info, visit www.
ollevangelization.webs.com and click Upcoming Events.

On Saturday, November 6th from 11:00 am- 4:00pm,
Justice St. Elementary School PTA is sponsoring our 17th
Annual Pumpkin Pickin’ Fall Festival. This is our #1
community-wide event that features games, rides, activities,
BBQ, music and fun for all ages. Admission is free. Tickets can
be purchased at the event for the games and rides. Justice Street
Elementary is located at 23350 Justice St. in West Hills. Visit
www.jsspta.com.

Help support the men and women who have become
disabled while serving our country in the military at the
Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Chapter 13’s annual
fundraising drive. The DAV’s Forget-Me-Not Drive during
Homecoming Week, November 5 to 11, collects donations
to support its programs for disabled veterans. For more
Lecture
information, call (818) 718-7205 or email ca13mail@
North Valley Jewish Community Center presents
davfrat.org or visit http://www.davmembersportal.org/
“Empowering Caregivers Making the Difficult Life and
chapters/ca/13.   
Health Decisions,” a lecture, discussion and book signing by
Clean-Up Day
Viki Kind. Ms. Kind is author of “The Caregiver’s Path to
Join local businesses, community-based organizations Compassionate Decision Making,” on Nov. 8, 7 pm - 8:30
and community members and help keep our community with pm at Temple Ramat Zion, 17655 Devonshire St. Northridge.
the Greater San Fernando Valley Chamber of Commerce’s Cost: Free for Center, TRZ, TBT, TBA members. $10 for
27th Annual Clean Up Day on Saturday, Nov. 6. This year, non-members. Refreshments will be served. For reservations
the Chamber will hold their clean-up on Metro’s Orange call (818) 360-2211 or email nvjcc@yahoo.com.
Line dedicated busway between Hazeltine Ave. and Sepulveda
Redeemer Lutheran
Blvd. starting at 8:00 am. Meet up at 6060 Van Nuys Blvd.
Our Redeemer Lutheran School at 8520 Winnetka
(cross street Aetna) in Van Nuys.
Participants will enjoy a free continental breakfast at Ave. in Winnetka will have a special assembly on Monday,
the kickoff and lunch at the end. The first 100 volunteers will November 8th at 9:30am. Detective Cooper from the
L.A.P.D. will be there to talk to the kids about safety issues

New Age Spirituality

Thanksgiving Unity Luncheon

The Rotary Club of Van Nuys, the Van Nuys Kiwanis

Piano Lessons with Efrem Bergman
“From Bach to Rock, I make lessons enjoyable & fun.”

• Lessons given in your own Home
• Beginning to Advanced
• All Music Styles • All Ages

©LC0910

Weight Loss

(818) 348-4154 • Cell: (818) 481-4722
EfremBergman@att.net

• www.EfremBergman.com

COME LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR SCHOOL
Viewpoint School recognizes the uniqueness of each
child, provides a rigorous education in a nurturing
environment, and develops a love of learning and
those qualities which provide strength and direction
for a lifetime.

KNOWN FOR ADVANCED
MEDICINE & EXCEPTIONAL
PATIENT CARE & CLIENT SERVICE

Join us to learn more about our academic programs and
admission opportunities for 2011-12:
Kindergarten

Middle School
(Grades 6 - 8)

November 9, 2010 - 6:00 p.m.
A presentation of the
Primary School Program

es
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d
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N
Pampered Boarding
Under a Doctor’s Watchful Eye

November 6, 2010 - 1:00 p.m.
Admission Information Session
and Campus Tour

Middle and Upper School
(Grades 6 - 12)

December 4, 2010 - 1:00 p.m.
Admission Preview Day

•Doctor Supervised •Extraordinarily Clean
•Large Heated/Air Conditioned Runs and Suites
•Gated Off-Leash Play Area
•Heated Floors

Attend sample classes, meet the faculty
and current students.

A K-12 Independent College Preparatory School
celebrating 50 years of academic excellence
(with daily bus service to and from Chatsworth and Northridge)

Please visit www.viewpoint.org/admission or call 818-591-6560 for
additional information and to RSVP for an event.
Viewpoint School
23620 Mulholland Highway, Calabasas, CA 91302

November, 2010

OPEN 7 DAYS & HOLIDAYS

www.chatvet.com

341-7770

21418 Devonshire Chatsworth 91311
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LOCAL Events
Continued

Club and the Greater San Fernando Valley Chamber of Commerce
are hosting their Thanksgiving Unity Luncheon, a 50+-year
tradition in the San Fernando Valley. The luncheon will take
place on Wednesday, November 17, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
at the Courtyard by Marriott, 15433 Ventura Blvd., in Sherman
Oaks. Tickets are $45 per person (includes parking). Make your
reservations by November 12. Contact Peter Satuloff at 818-7100622 or email him at peter.satuloff@asmmcpa.com.

Marketing Mistakes

Monster Marketing Mistakes may be hurting your business
and costing you money! Find out if you are making these mistakes
in your business by bringing and discussing your marketing,
advertising and selling materials (business cards, flyers, website,
advertisements and more) to an expert for his comments and
suggestions. Thursday, November 18, from 10:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Premier America Credit Union, 19867 Prairie St. in Chatsworth.
Free but reservation is required. Visit www.cocsbdc.org

Hillcrest Christian School

Hillcrest Christian School would like to invite you to

watch the compelling story of Charlie, a young man with
great mental difficulties who goes from a 5 year old mentality
to a genius. But life isn’t as easy as he thought it would be
and the operation he undertook might have consequences.
Flowers For Algernon is adapted from the great classic by
Daniel Keyes.
This compelling drama will be performed in the Hillcrest
Christian School Chapel on Thursday Nov. 18th at 5 p.m.,
Friday Nov. 19th at 7 p.m. and Saturday Nov. 20th at 1p.m.
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for students. Family
Packs for 2 students and 2 adults from the same family are
available for $20. Hillcrest Christian School is located at
17531 Rinaldi St. in Granada Hills at the corner of Rinaldi
& Shoshone. (818) 368-7071

Chaminade College Prep

Chaminade College Preparatory, a catholic school in
the Marianist Tradition, for grades 6 – 12, invites you to join
them Nov. 21, at both campuses. Middle School, grades 6
– 8, is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 19800 Devonshire
St, Chatsworth, 818-363-8127. The high school open house
will be held from 1 – 3 p.m. at 7500 Chaminade Ave., West
Hills, 818-347-8300.
Take a tour, meet teachers and students, learn about
the new 1:1 Tablet PC Program, visit athletic departments,
Holiday Boutique
explore arts, and talk to admission and financial aid
Saturday, November 20th is the date for Hillcrest
representatives and much more. Visit www.chaminade.org.
Christian School’s annual Holiday and Gift Boutique.
Thanksgiving Eve Service
Located at 17531 Rinaldi St. in Granada Hills at the corner
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church at 8520 Winnetka Ave.
of Rinaldi & Shoshone, this boutique will have something
for everyone. There will be designer jewelry, purses, hats, in Winnetka will have a Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
scarves, cosmetics and hair accessories. One-stop shopping, on Wednesday, November 24th at 7:00pm. Call 818/341food & entertainment for the whole family. While there, 3460 or visit our website at www.our-redeemer.org for more
treat your family to the full snack bar or enjoy the HCS information.
Sports pancake breakfast. The breakfast will be available

Less Service, Increased Taxes and Fees
(Continued from page 2)

Is DWP For Sale?
(Continued from page 3)

addresses the City’s core services, staffing and efficiency, unfunded pension liabilities, and our
rapidly deteriorating infrastructure.
What the City Council needs is an experienced team of advisors that reports
directly to the Council that will provide objective advice and reasonable alternatives.
The City Council needs to step up to the plate and control the agenda in an open and transparent
manner. We all recognize it is a no win situation and that everybody’s ox is going to be gored.
City employees are going to be laid off and furloughed. Benefits are going to be cut. And
Angelenos will be receiving fewer and less frequent services, but paying more fees and taxes.
If the City wants to avoid the May 5 predictions of Mayor Riordan and Alex Rubalcava, it
needs to develop and implement a well thought out short term and long range solvency plan that
is based on solid and reliable information. Otherwise, the financial markets will not be receptive
to the June offering of Tax and Revenue Anticipation Notes as the City will be viewed as an
unacceptable credit risk.
The fate of the City is in the City Council’s hands.
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch He is the President of the DWP
Advocacy Committee and
the Ratepayer Advocate
for the Greater Wilshire
Neighborhood Council.
Humphreville is the
publisher of the Recycler
-- www.recycler.com .
He can be reached at:  
lajack@gmail.com This
email address is being
protected from spam
bots, you need Javascript
enabled to view it.)    

++

from 9:30 to 11:30 for only $5.00 a person. In the afternoon,
HCS Drama will present the play- Flowers for Algernon.
The performance is at 1:00 pm. Tickets range from $5 - $10.
Call (818) 368-7071 with any questions.

DISCOUNTS.

more money, increasing its long term debt to over $7.4 billion.
The most logical buyer would be investor owned Edison International, the
owner of Southern California Edison, the $10 billion utility that serves 5 million
customers and 13 million residents in the 50,000 square mile area of central,
coastal, and southern California.
However, while this merger looks great on paper by filling in the 460
square mile dark spot on Edison’s map, this would be a very difficult transaction
because of the redundancies, the unions, the different rate structures, and the
very different cultures, to say nothing of the legal, legislative, and political
hurdles that would take years to overcome.
In addition, what would be the ongoing financial impact on the City and
its annual budget? While the City would still be entitled to the 10% City Utility
Tax, what would replace the 8% Transfer Fee?
And how would the pension obligations of DWP be handled if they were
retained by the City? And who would be responsible for severance payments?
The sale of DWP would also have a dramatic impact on Ratepayers in that
they would not benefit for low cost tax exempt financing, thereby causing rates
to increase. But more importantly, would you trust City Hall with the proceeds
from the sale of DWP?
So if the sale of DWP is not timely or next to impossible, why are
Councilmen inquiring about the value of DWP? It is no coincidence. And more
than likely, it is bad news for Ratepayers and Angelenos!
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch He is the President
of the DWP Advocacy Committee and the Ratepayer Advocate for the Greater
Wilshire Neighborhood Council.)
					
- City Watch

==

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

Ronald G Rauschenberger, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0606425
11157 Tampa Avenue
Northridge, CA 91326-2254
Bus: 818-360-3534

Over 30 Years Experience
Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®
P057015 9/05

statefarm.com®

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL
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Give Your
Grandchildren the
Gift of Life

“You can’t shake hands with a clenched fist.
-Mahatma Gandhi

Dear
Teacher
A Listening Ear; A Listening Heart
By Sandy Ojeda, Valley Voice Education Editor

Editor’s Note:

“Dear Teacher” is finally a way for students,
parents, and teachers to express their concerns, ask
questions, and seek problem resolution regarding
issues facing us in the educational arena.

Jay Kim
Da Som Seo
Hyeon Yun
Austin Kang

“Dear Teacher is looking forward to hearing from you.
dearteacher@verizon.net or
Dear Teacher - P.O. Box 7011 - Mission Hills, CA 91346
Dear Teacher,
My daughter just went off to college, and I thought
she’d call me often. Guess what- she isn’t. M.E.
Dear M.E.,
Guess what - It’s o.k. She’s busy adapting, adjusting,
and acclimating. Be patient. It’s hard to find that balance of
staying connected while also giving her some space.
Dear Teacher,
I’m in 7th grade, and my parents never taught me any
money skills. I get an allowance. J.T.
Dear J.T.,
An allowance is best when it comes with some
suggestions as to what purchases you need to make with
your money. This helps develop your own responsibility.
For you, it might be movie tickets or a gift for a friend. As
they increase what you’re responsible for, so should the
allowance be increased.
Dear Teacher,
I teach elementary school, and my principal recently
commended me for being an effective teacher and told
other teachers to observe me. Some of the teachers are now
cold toward me and unfriendly. Mrs. C. O.
Dear Mrs. C.O.,
Be proud of yourself. Those teachers should be
thankful they have you on campus to provide an example
of what should be happening in their classrooms. I, being
a former, passionate teacher, commend you and applaud
your efforts.
Dear Teacher,
I’m in kindergarten. My mommy and daddy think I get
too much homework. It’s a lot. K.M.
Dear K.M.,
I’m actually not in favor of so much homework, so I
agree with your parents, but you don’t have too much to say
about it if your school has that policy. Unfortunately, some
people think that the amount of homework equals a good
education, and that’s just not true.

Worthwhile Web - www.ask.com

By Ron Rauschenberger
State Farm® Agent
When you are trying to choose just
the right gift for your grandchildren, you
can have a tough time sifting through the
newest trends and fads. Last week it was
this pop star, next week it may be a new cartoon character. On top of
that, you don’t want to get something that won’t last 10 minutes out
of the package.
One gift that will last for many years is a life insurance policy.
There are many reasons why it can be an excellent gift for your
grandchild.
• Affordability – The younger the child’s age, the lower the
premiums.
• Protection – Illness or injury may affect a child’s ability to purchase
life insurance coverage later in life. Coverage purchased now will
continue to provide protection, even if a child’s health changes,
provided premiums are paid as required by the policy.
• Financial Security – Life insurance can be the foundation for a
strong financial plan. The child may be able to borrow against the
accumulated cash value (with interest charged) to pay for future
expenses. While loans decrease death benefits and cash surrender
values, the proceeds can be used for important expenses such as
a college education or the purchase of a home.
Giving a gift of life insurance to your grandchild can be one
of the most significant things you do during your lifetime. He or she
may not understand at the time how important the gift is, but should
grow to appreciate it in the future. Take the guesswork out of your gift
shopping. Life insurance is a gift that will last a lifetime.

Valley Attracting
“Problem” Group Homes
(Continued from Page 1)
everything within our power to shut them down.”
In disapproval of the ordinance, Minjee Kim of Winnetka
remarked, “What’s the point of drafting a new set of restrictions? The
bad operators will always find loopholes and break the rules. What
we need isn’t more restriction but stronger law enforcement.”
David Walters, another resident of Northridge, thought that
the consequences for the community could be much worse if
addicts, alcoholics and parolees, had no place to live. “Where
will the people go if some of these homes are shut down? They’ll
immediately become homeless and helpless.”
Likewise, advocates for group homes are upset. Deborah
Parker, a group home consultant and advocate, told the Daily
News, “What the city of Los Angeles is proposing to do is to
declare war on people who rent. This could kill thousands and
thousands of arrangements in residential areas.”
In response to such criticism, Matt Myerhoff, at Smith’s
office, affirmed that well-run licensed boarding homes will not
have to face any problems.

The Valley Voice is published every last
Wednesday of the Month.

Deadline for submission is
the 15th of the month.
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