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Is it Right? Yes! Build it, No!

Valley Views on Mosque
By Austin Kang, Valley Voice Reporter

A

sides.

lthough the proposed “ground zero mosque” would be built
in New York, the controversy of the building has reached
far across the nation inciting passionate opinions on both

The root of the controversy lies in the potential for the
structure to offend families of the 9/11 attack victims because of
its proximity to ground zero. However, proponents argue that the
entire issue is a manifestation of a still prevalent Islamophobia
that continues to exist in America today.
“I don’t know why people are debating about it so much.
The victims weren’t all Christians, there were Muslims who were
victims as well,” Harsimar Dhanoa of Porter Ranch said.
Although “ground zero mosque” is used frequently to
address the issue, many think the term is actually inaccurate and
may have contributed to the already tense matter. Located two
blocks from the 9/11 site, and according to Muslim officials, it
is actually not a mosque, but rather a community center with a
swimming pool, bookstore, and childcare services among other
facilities, in addition to the prayer space for Muslims to use.
“Our goals [for the building] are pluralism, service, arts
and culture, health and healing…a sanctuary where everyone
is welcome to learn, experience the arts and culture and explore
their relationship to faith,” according to the building’s official
website.
* * *
Despite the structure’s primary usage as a community center,
opponents claim that its association with the Islamic religion
By Jack Humphreville
would be too offensive for the victims of the 9/11 attack.
“I do not find it appropriate at all to put any religious centers
n the year 2010, the Lord came unto Noah, who was Spotted Barn Owl. I tried to convince the environmentalists in that location, when a memorial site solely devoted to the victims
now living in Los Angeles and said: “Once again, the that I needed the wood to save the owls - but no go!
could be placed there,” Joshua Reynolds of Reseda said.
“When I started gathering the animals, the SPCA
earth has become wicked and over populated, and I see
“Any sort of Muslim influence near where we were attacked
the end of all flesh before me. Build another Ark and save took me to court. They insisted that I was confining by that same religion, I find really unacceptable,” he continued.
two of every living thing along with a few good humans.” wild animals against their will. They argued the
However, not all opponents of the “ground zero mosque”
He gave Noah the blueprints, saying: “You have six accommodations were too restrictive, and it was cruel and are concerned with the appropriateness of the building, but rather
months to build the Ark before I will start the unending inhumane to put so many animals in a confined space.
its potential for extreme tension and violence.
“Then the Environmental Agency ruled that
rain for 40 days and 40 nights.”
“I just think the building might cause too many problems,
Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw I couldn’t build the Ark until they’d conducted an not just for the 9/11 victims, but for Muslims too if people get
environmental impact study on your proposed flood.
Noah weeping in his yard - but no Ark.
angry enough,” Hana Kong of Porter Ranch said.
“I’m still trying to resolve a complaint with the
“Noah!” He roared, “I’m about to start the rain!
Hamidah Madmud, a Muslim resident of Granada Hills
Human Rights Commission on how many minorities I’m commented, “My opposition comes from that I don’t think
Where is the Ark?”
“Forgive me, Lord,” begged Noah, “but things have supposed to hire for my building crew.
Muslims are completely aware of how Americans are feeling
“Immigration is checking the visa status of most of toward them right now for them to consider something like this.
changed.”
the people who want to work.
“I needed a Building Permit.
Americans should definitely not judge an entire religion based on
“The trades unions say I can’t use my sons. They the actions of a few radicals, but I also think Muslims should be
“I’ve been arguing with the Boat Inspector about
insist I have to hire only Union workers with Ark-building more considerate of how America is still recovering from 9/11.”
the need for a sprinkler system.
“My neighbors claim that I’ve violated the experience.
Although this issue is divisive for the valley citizens, there
“To make matters worse, the IRS seized all my has been a nearly unanimous consensus agreeing with one point:
Neighborhood By-Laws by building the Ark in my
back garden and exceeding the height limitations. We assets, claiming I’m trying to leave the country illegally the constitutional right for the building to be constructed.
had to go to the Department of City Planning and the with endangered species.
“Of course it’s their constitutional right, I definitely don’t
“So, forgive me, Lord, but it would take at least 10 disagree with that. But just because it’s their right, does that make
City Council’s Planning & Land Use Management
years for me to finish this Ark.”
Committee for a decision.
it right?” Reynolds said.
Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine,
“Then the DWP demanded a shed load of money for
(Most polls show Americans 70% opposed to the building
the future costs of moving power lines and other overhead and a rainbow stretched across the sky.
of a mosque at the proposed location.)
Noah looked up in wonder and asked, “You mean
obstructions, to clear the passage for the Ark’s move to
the sea. I told them that the sea would be coming to us, but you’re not going to destroy the world?”
“No,” said the Lord. “The Los Angeles bureaucracy
they would hear nothing of it.
“Getting the wood was another problem. There’s and Antonio Villaraigosa beat me to it.”
- City Watch
a ban on cutting local trees in order to save the Greater

Noah’s Ark: LA Style
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No, No to the Burning
0f Korans Say Locals

Developer “Digs Deep”
(Related Article, Page 4)
ffering generous support to education, the Porter Ranch Development Company will present a check
for the all-new Valley Region K-8 School at the next Porter Ranch neighborhood Council meeting.
The meeting will take place at the Shepherd of the Hills hurch on Tuesday, October 5, from 6 to
9 p.m. This anticipated funding will greatly contribute to the school, providing special enhancements such
as a 1,200-square-foot expansion of the school gym to accommodate 250 mechanized bleacher seats and
amenities in its multi-purpose room as well as the design of two additional kindergarten classrooms.
Along with the proposed check, the upcoming meeting will cover a “Name That School” project,
allowing the community to help name the new school at the corner of Mason and Sesnon, which will house
more than 1,000 K-8 grade students.
“I share the gratitude of the community for the generous and unprecedented support Shapell Homes
has provided to the new school,” said Boardmember Tamar Galatzan, who represents Porter Ranch on the
LAUSD Board. Designed distinctively for Porter Ranch on land donated by The Porter Ranch Development
Company, the new school site has been under construction since the ceremonial groundbreaking on June
5, 2010. A decade-long endeavor, the Porter Ranch school project has brought together a range of people
(Continued on Page 2)

O

By Da Som Seo, Valley Voice Reporter

I

n the midst of the anti-“Ground Zero mosque” sentiments
and protests, a Florida pastor made a remark that further
upset the Muslims and placed U.S. troops at a greater risk.
Reverend Terry Jones, the controversial pastor of a
50-member church, called upon the media’s attention as he
threatened to burn Korans on September 11, marking the 9th
anniversary of the 9/11 attack. Immediately, President Barack
Obama pleaded Jones to “listen to the better angels” and
abandon the radical plan. Similarly, the top U.S. commander
in Afghanistan, General David Petraeus, warned that Quran
burning could endanger not only the troops but also Americans
“everywhere in the world.”
After intense pressure from numerous U.S. officials, the
pastor finally cancelled the plan and sought to commemorate 9/11
more peacefully. However, his initial threat has already sparked a
wave of outrage in Muslim countries and among the locals.
(Continued on Page 11)

The Eternal Flame Your Move, Mr. Abbas
By Charles Krauthammer
of Muslim Outrage
By Michelle Malkin

S

hhhhhhh, we’re told. Don’t protest
the Ground Zero mosque. Don’t
burn a Koran. It’ll imperil the troops. It’ll

inflame tensions. The “Muslim world” will “explode” if it does not get its way, warns
sharia-peddling imam Feisal Abdul Rauf. Pardon my national security-threatening
impudence, but when is the “Muslim world” not ready to “explode”?
At the risk of provoking the ever-volatile Religion of Perpetual Outrage, let us
count the little-noticed and forgotten ways.
Just a few months ago in Kashmir, faithful Muslims rioted over what they
thought was a mosque depicted on underwear sold by street vendors.
In 1994, Muslims threatened German supermodel Claudia Schiffer with death
after she wore a Karl Lagerfeld-designed dress printed with a saying from the Koran.
In 1997, outraged Muslims forced Nike to recall 800,000 shoes because they claimed
the company’s “Air” logo looked like the Arabic script for “Allah.” In 1998, another
conflagration spread over Unilever’s ice cream logo — which Muslims claimed
looked like “Allah” if read upside-down and backward.
Even more explosively, in 2002, an al-Qaida-linked jihadist cell plotted to blow
up Bologna, Italy’s Church of San Petronio because it displayed a 15th century fresco
depicting Mohammed being tormented in the ninth circle of Hell.
* * *
That same year, Nigerian Muslims stabbed, bludgeoned or burned to death 200
people in protest of the Miss World beauty pageant — which they considered an
affront to Allah. Contest organizers fled out of fear of inflaming further destruction.
In 2005, British Muslims got all hot and bothered
over a Burger King ice cream cone container whose
swirly-texted label resembled, you guessed it, the
Arabic script for “Allah.” The restaurant chain yanked
the product in a panic and prostrated itself before the
Muslim world.
In 2007, Muslims combusted again in Sudan after
an infidel elementary school teacher innocently named
a classroom teddy bear “Mohammed.” Protesters
chanted, “Kill her, kill her by firing squad!” and “No
tolerance — execution!” She was arrested, jailed and
faced 40 lashes for blasphemy before being freed after
eight days.

T

he prospects are dim but the process is
right. The Obama administration is to be commended

for structuring the latest rounds of Middle East talks
correctly. Finally, we’re leaving behind interim agreements, of
which the most lamentable were the Oslo accords of 1993.
The logic then was that issues so complicated could only be addressed step by
step in the expectation that things get easier over time. In fact, they got harder. Israel
made concrete concessions - bringing in Yasser Arafat to run the West Bank and Gaza
- in return for which Israel received growing threats, continuous incitement and finally
a full-scale terror war that killed more than a thousand innocent Israelis.
Among the victims was the Israeli peace movement and its illusions about
Palestinian acceptance of Israel. The Israeli left, mugged by reality, is now moribund.
And the Israeli right is chastened. No serious player believes it can hang on forever to
the West Bank.
* * *
This has created a unique phenomenon in Israel -- a broad-based national consensus
for giving nearly all the West Bank in return for peace. The moment is doubly unique
because the only man who can deliver such a deal is Likud Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu -- and he is prepared to do it.
Hence the wisdom of how the Obama administration has shaped the coming talks:
No interim deals, no partial agreements. There are no mutual concessions that can be
made separately within the great issues -- territory, security, Jerusalem, the so-called
right of return -- to reach agreement. The concessions must be among these issues -thus if Israel gives up its dream of a united Jerusalem, for example, the Palestinians in
(Continued on Page 3)

Discover Our Beautiful New
Health Care Facility!

* * *
And who could forget the global Danish cartoon
riots of 2006 (instigated by imams who toured Egypt
stoking hysteria with faked anti-Islam comic strips)?
From Afghanistan to Egypt to Lebanon to Libya,
Pakistan, Turkey and in between, hundreds died under
the pretext of protecting Mohammed from Western
slight, and brave journalists who stood up to the
madness were threatened with beheading. It wasn’t
really about the cartoons at all, of course. Littleremembered is the fact that Muslim bullies were
attempting to pressure Denmark over the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s decision to report Iran to the
UN Security Council for continuing with its nuclear
research program. The chairmanship of the council was
passing to Denmark at the time. Yes, it was just another
in a long line of manufactured Muslim explosions that
were, to borrow a useful phrase, “premeditated and
organized to vitiate the atmosphere.”
When everything from sneakers to stuffed animals
to comics to frescos to beauty queens to fast-food
packaging to undies serves as dry tinder for Allah’s
avengers, it’s a grand farce to feign concern about the
recruitment effect of a few burnt Korans in the hands of
a two-bit attention-seeker in Florida. The eternal flame
of Muslim outrage was lit a long, long time ago.
- Jewish World Review

Developer “Digs Deep”
(Continued from Page 1)
and groups, from parents, the Los Angeles Unified
School District and the Porter Ranch Neighborhood
Council to the Councilman’s office and developer
Shapell Homes, and all to achieve one common goal:
to expand the opportunities for academic achievement
in the area.
At Porter Ranch, residents enjoy the tranquility
of the expansive nature areas and the 14-acre public
park that surround this prestigious master-planned
community. Porter Ranch is built by Porter Ranch
Development Company, a joint venture of Shapell
Homes and Liberty Building Company. Family-owned
companies in business for more than 50 years, Shapell
and Liberty have been building quality homes and
communities together since 1969 and in Porter Ranch
since 1975.
October, 2010

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9TH 10:00a - 1:00p

Screenings Available
on Saturday:
Bone Density
Carotid Artery
Glucose Levels
Cholesterol
Body Fat %
Blood Pressure
Pulse Oximetry

Plus:

Providence Bloodmobile
SCAN RV w/Wii Bowling
And much more!

PORTER RANCH MEDICAL PLAZA
19950 Rinaldi St
Porter Ranch, CA 91326

Facey Medical Group and our fellow
tenants at Porter Ranch Medical Plaza
invite you to join us for a community
health fair on Saturday, October 9.
Take advantage of several free health
screenings being offered and discover
all of the services available to you at
Porter Ranch’s most convenient
medical center.
Porter Ranch Medical Plaza provides
medical and dental care all in one
great location. Together, we offer the
services you need in the center of your
neighborhood. Come see for yourself
why your first choice for health care
should be right down the street.

Screenings & Health Services Provided By:

h

For more information, call (818) 837-5755
Facey accepts most insurance plans, including: HMO, PPO, POS, Medicare and Medicare Advantage
HMO plans. A listing of the plans we accept is available online at: http://www.facey.com/insurance/
For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com
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Australian Muslim Cleric Calls
for Beheading -- Who Cares?
By Larry Elder

W

Your Move
(Continued from Page 2)
return give up their dream of the right of return.
Most important is the directive issued by U.S. peace negotiator George Mitchell:
What’s under discussion is a final settlement of the conflict. Meaning, no further claims.
Conflict over.
* * *
What’s standing in the way? Israeli settlements? Foreign Minister Avigdor
Lieberman, one of Israel’s most nationalist politicians, lives in a settlement and has
said openly that to achieve peace he and his family would abandon their home. What
about the religious settlers? Might they not resist? Some tried that during the Gaza
withdrawal, clinging to synagogue rooftops. What happened? Jewish soldiers pulled
them down and took them away. If Israel is offered real peace, the soldiers will do that
again.
The obstacle today, as always, is Palestinian refusal to accept a Jewish state. That
has been the core issue of the conflict from 1947 through Camp David 2000, when
Arafat rejected Israel’s extraordinarily generous peace offer, made no counteroffer and
started a terror war (the Second Intifada) two months later.
A final peace was there to be had. It remains on the table today. Unfortunately,
there’s no more sign today of a Palestinian desire for final peace than there was at
Camp David. Even if Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas wants such an agreement
(doubtful but possible), he simply doesn’t have the authority. To accept a Jewish state,
(Continued on Page 4)
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hat happens when an Australian(!) Muslim cleric calls for the beheading of a
Dutch politician?
Not much.
What happens when an American pastor no one ever heard of threatens to burn
a Koran?
It ignites an international outcry.
Terry Jones, pastor of a 50-member church in Gainesville, Fla., threatened to burn
the Koran as a protest against the proposed construction of a mosque near the site of the
World Trade Center. Democrats and Republicans denounced Jones. Gen. David Petraeus,
U.S. commander in Afghanistan, warned that Jones’ action would put American troops
in Iraq and Afghanistan at risk, and he personally telephoned the pastor to dissuade him.
Those who would desecrate the Koran or who would draw a cartoon of Prophet
Muhammad or who would otherwise “disrespect” Islam run the risk of being murdered.
How dare this pastor of some church-nobody-heard-of show insufficient respect
for Islam, many of whose followers support a global jihad that demands replacement
of all non-Islamic governments, as well as the conversion of all to Islam, by force if
necessary?
Where is the international outcry from this recent story from Reuters?
* * *
“A well-known Australian Muslim cleric has called for the beheading of Dutch
anti-Islamic politician Geert Wilders.....
“The Sydney-born (Feiz) Muhammad has gained notoriety for, among other
things, calling on young children to be radicalized and blaming rape victims for their
own attacks.
“(De Telegraaf, the Netherlands’ largest newspaper) posted an English-language
audio clip in which he refers to Wilders as ‘this Satan, this devil, this politician in
Holland’ and explains that anyone who talks about Islam like Wilders does should be
executed by beheading. ...
“Wilders is currently on trial in the Netherlands for inciting hatred and
discrimination against Muslims.
“The Freedom Party leader made a film in 2008 which accused the Koran of
inciting violence and mixed images of terrorist attacks with quotations from the Islamic
holy book.
“Wilders was also charged because of outspoken remarks in the media, such as an
opinion piece in a Dutch daily in which he compared Islam to fascism and the Koran
to Adolf Hitler’s book ‘Mein Kampf.’”
If a proposed Koran burning generates international news and condemnation,
isn’t the call by an Australian Muslim cleric for the beheading of a democratically
elected European politician worthy of a few moments on the network nightly news?
Offensive acts by non-Muslims provoke calls for sensitivity and understanding.
Offensive acts by Muslims generate indifference rather than denunciations of the
barbarous statements and acts that Muslim clerics and others call for in the name of
Islam.
Why the double standard?
(Continued on Page 4)
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Australian Muslim Cleric Calls
for Beheading -- Who Cares?
(Continued from Page 3)
Dr. Fred Gottheil is an economics professor at the
University of Illinois.
In January 2009, some 900 academics signed a fourpage petition calling for a U.S. abandonment of the support
of Israel. He decided to conduct an experiment.
Would the same professors sign a “Statement of
Concern” over the anti-human rights, anti-gay, anti-woman
practices in the Muslim Middle East? Gottheil composed a
four-page document citing evidence of atrocities, along with
the names of Muslim clerics and scholars defending these
violations of human decency. He e-mailed his statement to
675 signers of the anti-Israel petition.
What happened? “The results were surprising,”
Gottheil said, “even though I thought the responses would
be few. They were almost nonexistent.”
Bottom line: Barbarity in the name of Islam is not even
remotely condemned to the degree that the West condemns
insensitivity by cartoonists, politicians and anti-Islam
clerics. Why? A denunciation of Muslim practices suggests
a superiority of American values and culture. The left finds
the very notion objectionable.
Gottheil put it this way: “If leftist ‘progressives’ really
cared about women, gays and lesbians, then they would
be fighting for their rights in places where such rights are
really violated — like under Hamas in Gaza and under the
mullahs in Iran. But doing so would legitimize their own
society and its values and therefore completely cripple their entire identity and life purpose, and
so their purported concern for women, gays and lesbians has to go out the window.”
It is a bizarre and dangerous double standard that allows a Pastor Jones to become more
notorious than a Feiz Muhammad.
(Larry Elder is a syndicated radio talk show host and best-selling author.)
-Creators.com

Your Move
(Continued from Page 3)
Abbas needs some kind of national consensus behind him. He doesn’t even have a partial consensus.
Hamas, which exists to destroy Israel, controls part of Palestine (Gaza) and is a powerful rival to
Abbas’s Fatah even in his home territory of the West Bank.
Last month, Abbas flatly told al-Quds, the leading Palestinian newspaper, “We won’t recognize
Israel as a Jewish state.” Nice way to get things off on the right foot.
What will Abbas do? Unable and/or unwilling to make peace, he will exploit President
Obama’s tactical blunder, the settlement freeze imposed on Israel despite the fact that IsraeliPalestinian negotiations had gone on without such a precondition for 16 years prior. You don’t need
to be prescient to see a walkout.
It would obviate signing on to a final settlement, fend off Hamas and make Israel the fall guy.
The world, which already condemns Israel even for self-defense, will be only too eager to
blame Israel for the negotiation breakdown. And there is growing pressure to create a Palestinian
state even if the talks fail -- i.e., even if the Palestinians make no concessions at all. So why make
any?
The talks are well designed. Unfortunately, Abbas knows perfectly well how to undermine
them.
- Jewish World Review

Name the New
School

W

hat do you think the new school planned to serve 1,000+ K-8 grade
students at the corner of Mason and Sesnon should be called? The
project to name the new school will be kicked off at the October 5
Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council meeting with a check presentation made by
the Porter Ranch Development Company. They will be presenting a check for
about $900,000 as part of the Joint Use Agreement. These funds will provide
special community enhancements such as bleachers in the gym and amenities
in the multi-purpose room. Please come with your suggested name for the new
school.
Have you had problems finding a parking space at Holleigh Bernson Park
on a beautiful day? Wondering about the new lane striping on Wilbur which adds
a bike lane, but removes a car lane? Concerned about traffic in Porter Ranch? We
have a forum for you.
The Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council welcomes Ms. Rita Robinson,
General Manager of the City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation as
our guest speaker at the October 5 meeting. She will be speaking on how DOT
continues to serve Los Angeles in spite of the current budget situation and
discussing transportation issues in Porter Ranch. Please send your questions in
advance to vassingh@prnc.org and join us for this informative meeting.
Come and learn how you can Help Make Porter Ranch a Better Place to Live,
Work and Grow. Join us for our next meetings which are scheduled for October 5
and November 9, 6pm at Shepherd of the Hills Church. And save the date for our
Holiday Party on Tuesday, December 7 at Musashi in Porter Ranch. Find out more
at www.PRNC.org.
- PRNC

UCLA 11th

P

If you have an odd-numbered address,
your watering days are
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

If you have an even-numbered address,
your watering days are
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays.

Sprinkler use is allowed before 9:00 a.m. and after
4:00 p.m. only, for up to 8 minutes per station per day.
Customers with water-conserving nozzles (rotors and
multi-stream rotary heads) are allowed two 15-minute
cycles each watering day.

For more information and the complete list of the
prohibited uses of water, visit www.ladwp.com
or call 1-800-DIAL DWP.

October, 2010

Caltech Rates
#2 in World

asadena’s Caltech is the second-best university in the world, and UCLA was
named to the top 10 list of the universities in the United States, according to a
study published by an international education magazine in Britain.
The London-based Times Higher Education placed Caltech second only to
Harvard, and the margin of difference was just .1 on a 1-to-100 scale. Harvard scored
96.1 and CalTech got 96 even.
Harvard and UCLA also placed 1-2 in rankings for the United States.
And for cross-town bragging rights in Los Angeles, UCLA far outdistanced USC.
UCLA’s 87.7 points made it the 11th best university in the world and 8th best in the
United States. USC was rated number 73 in the world and 48 in the U.S.
Other Southern California schools making the list were UC San Diego, at number
32 in the world and 24 in the nation, UC Irvine at rank 49 in the world and 30 in the
nation, and UC Riverside, which was ranked number 117 in the world and 63rd in the
country.
*
*
*
The list, called the World University Ranking list, rates schools five categories:
the influence of its research, the quality of the teaching, the volume of its research, the
diversity of its staff and students and how well it passes on its wealth of knowledge. Each
category was scored between 1-100.
CalTech got 99.9 for the impact of its research, 98 for the volume of its research,
97.7 for its teaching, 83.7 for its ability to pass on knowledge and 54.6 percent for its
nationality mix.
Thirty-one CalTech alumni won Nobel Prizes, and one alumnus, Harrison Schmitt,
walked on the moon. It runs NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, and it has a faculty of
299 teaching 2,130 students, according to the report.
UCLA got 93.2 for the impact of its research, 92.9 for the volume of its research,
83 for its teaching and 48.1 for its nationality mix. For unexplained reasons, the school’s
ability to communicate its knowledge was missing from the report.
Established in 1919, UCLA has a staff of 26,139 teaching 38,476 students. The
school has five undergraduate colleges, seven professional schools and five health
science schools, the report stated.
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CHAMINADE C

OLLEGE

P REPARATORY

A Catholic School in the Marianist Tradition for Grades 6 - 12

Open House
Yo u ’r e I n v i t e d

November 21, 2010
Middle School: 11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
High School: 1:00 - 3:00 P.M.
If you would like to get to know us better, and
learn about the lifelong benefits of a cutting-edge,
21st Century Chaminade Education, please join us at
our Open House to:
•
•
•
•

Take a campus tour and see our amazing facilities.
Meet our teachers and students.
Learn about our new 1:1 Tablet PC Program
Visit Academic Departments and learn about our
curriculum
• Explore our arts and athletics programs
• Talk to Admissions and Financial aid
representatives.

Middle School:

High School:

19800 Devonshire St.,
Chatsworth, CA 91311
818.363.8127

7500 Chaminade Ave.,
West Hills, CA 91304
818.347.8300

grades 6 - 8
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grades 9 - 12

www.chaminade .org

WWW.SHAPELLHOMES.COM
Porter Ranch Development Company, a joint venture of Shapell Homes and Liberty Building Company.
©2010 Shapell Homes. California DRE Broker, license No. 527718. SHS4402
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Low Cost
Mammography Screening*
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month
From October 1 through December 31, 2010, Providence Holy Cross is offering low-cost digital
screening mammograms for $100.
i Simply call 1-888-HEALING (432-5464) to schedule your appointment at Providence Holy Cross

Providence
Holy Cross Medical Center
15031 Rinaldi St.
Mission Hills, CA 91346

Medical Center in Mission Hills or Providence Holy Cross Health Center in Porter Ranch.
i Evening and weekend appointments available.
Early detection, including mammography, is your best defense against breast cancer since
breast cancer is most curable when it’s caught in the early stages. The American Cancer Society
recommends annual screening mammograms for all women age 40 and over.

Providence
Holy Cross Health Center Porter Ranch
19950 Rinaldi St.
Porter Ranch, CA 91326

Providence Holy Cross Medical Center is ranked among the Nation’s Best in quality and is
accredited by leading national accreditation organizations.

1-888-HEALING
www.providence.org/california

*Screening Mammogram Only

October, 2010
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“People who say it can’t be done should never interrupt those who are doing it.”

Dear
Teacher

Ways to Reduce Your
Auto Insurance Premium
By Ron Rauschenberger
State Farm® agent

A Listening Ear;
A Listening Heart

By Sandy Ojeda, Valley Voice Education Editor

Editor’s Note:

“Dear Teacher” is finally a way for students,
parents, and teachers to express their concerns, ask
questions, and seek problem resolution regarding
issues facing us in the educational arena.

“Dear Teacher is looking forward to hearing from you.
dearteacher@verizon.net or
Dear Teacher - P.O. Box 7011 - Mission Hills, CA 91346
Dear Teacher,
My daughter is in second grade, and her teacher asked for donations for
kleenex. What do you think? Mrs. S.
Dear Mrs. S.,
There’s nothing wrong with helping out, especially when the school- issued
little boxes not only don’t provide enough, but are quite rough on little noses.
Dear Teacher,
I’m a high school student, and I have a chance to volunteer at an assisted
living facility for the elderly. What could I do there that would be meaningful? J. J.
Dear J.J.,
What a fabulous, worthwhile experience awaits you!! Probably the most
meaningful thing you can do is listen. Listen to their vast array of lifetime experiences
and wisdom, and please try your best to absorb the wealth of knowledge that
comes from living life.
Dear Teacher,
I’m in 6th grade now, and I’m still in elementary school. My cousin is in 6th
grade and gets to go to a middle school. I’m jealous. K.K.L.
Dear K.K.L.,
Don’t be jealous. Be thankful. Believe it or not, it’s in your favor that your school
district made the right decision, in my opinion, to keep 6th graders in elementary
school. Don’t be in such a rush to leave childhood.
Dear Teacher,
I teach middle school, and I can’t believe how old eleven year olds act. I’m not
that old, and when I was eleven, I felt that I was still a child. Miss R.
Dear Miss R.,
Unfortunately, children are in a rush to grow up, and many adults, including
school district decision makers, seem to encourage a speedy ascent to being older.
I wish childhood would last a little longer.

Worthwhile Web - www.kids.msfc.nasa.gov

If you’re like me, you’re always
looking for a smart way to save
money. Sometimes, saving money
can come in the most unlikely place - such as your
insurance.
There are several ways you may be able to cut your auto insurance costs.
Higher deductibles can lower your premium as will selecting only the coverage
you feel you need. Many insurance companies offer different discounts. When
shopping for auto insurance, be sure to ask about the availability of these
discounts and whether the insurer offers them.
New business discount: May offer you a discount as a new policyholder
if you have been accident-free for a specific period of time.
Accident-free: Policyholders who have been accident-free while being
insured with the same insurance company for several years may be eligible for
reduced premiums.
Discounts for other insurance lines: Premiums may be reduced if you
insure your home, life or health with the same company that covers your car.
Multiple cars: Premiums may be reduced if there are two or more private
passenger cars in the household insured by the same company.
Air bag/passive restraint: Cars that are 1993 or older and are equipped
with air bags or automatic seat belts may receive this discount. Certain makes
and models of newer vehicles may receive the Vehicle Safety Discount because
of the lower medical payments associated with them. The Vehicle Safety
Discount is for autos 1994 or newer. Certain makes and models may have a
decrease in their premiums because of lower medical payments associated
with those specific makes/models.
Antitheft devices: Some insurance companies offer discounts on
comprehensive coverage premiums when certain antitheft devices are installed
or built into a vehicle.
Defensive driving course: Premium discounts sometimes are offered
for the voluntary completion of specified driver improvement courses.
Good student: Full-time students (high school or higher level)
maintaining at least a “B” average may qualify for reduced premiums with
many companies.
These are just a few of the common discounts offered by insurance
companies. For more details contact your insurance company or agent. Above
all, drive safely.

++

Worthwhile Web - www.kids.msfc.nasa.gov

DISCOUNTS.

==

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

Ronald G Rauschenberger, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0606425
11157 Tampa Avenue
Northridge, CA 91326-2254
Bus: 818-360-3534

Over 30 Years Experience
Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®
P057015 9/05

statefarm.com®

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

October, 2010
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A Fool and
His Faith
By

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills
There are many times in life when we may encounter a foolish person or
have ourselves been made a fool, either willingly or unwittingly. Elvis Presley
immortalized fools rushing into love with his famous song, and there have been
more than 30 other tunes or albums with the word “fool” in the title. There
are countless proverbs and parables depicting the fool and admonishing young
readers to steer clear of that unfortunate fate. Fool’s gold has deceived treasure
seekers, while European monarchs employed jesters who intentionally made
fools of themselves for entertainment. Foolishness has and always will abound
in our world, but there is one fool whom I greatly admire—a man you and I
would be foolish not to emulate.
In Genesis, the first book of the Bible, we read about a man named
Noah whom God warned about a great flood that would devastate the entire
earth. The Bible explains that, “The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness
on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil all the time. The LORD was grieved that he had made man on
the earth, and his heart was filled with pain” (Genesis 6:4-6). Therefore, God
planned to destroy the world by water, and told Noah to build an ark by which
to save his family and a male and female creature from every species of animal,
bird and reptile.

*

*

*

In faith, Noah believed God and was willing to stand alone—and stand
out—in the midst of a generation whose every thought was evil all the time.
He also stood alert, believing God would bring a flood as He said He would
do. It is important to note that at this point in time, the earth had not yet
experienced rain, let alone floods, as the earth was watered by mist. So, can
you imagine how crazy Noah’s neighbors must have thought he was for warning
them about an impending and watery destruction? And yet, Luke 17:27 tells us
that, “People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up
to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.”
Hebrews 11:7 goes on to say, “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet
seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the
world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.”
I can imagine the thing to do on Friday nights was to head down to Noah’s

property and poke fun at him for engaging in
such a peculiar construction project. Can’t you
just hear his neighbors? “Hey Noah! You still
out here building that boat?” one man snickers. “Look here, Noah,” another
scoffs, “I still don’t see any rain. When’s this flood of yours supposed to come?”
“What a fool!” they say to each other as they kick his fence post and walk
away.
Are we willing to go against the tide for the sake of what we believe,
particularly in the face of mounting opposition? Second Peter 2:5 describes
Noah as a “preacher of righteousness,” for he continued to warn his friends and
neighbors despite ridicule, not wanting any of them to perish. I can see him
plead with his neighbors to join him on that boat. Are we willing to step out
in faith and share a harsh truth others may not want to hear, if it will save them
from physical harm or eternal lostness? Noah was a man of faith because he
endured doubters, naysayers, and derision for 100 years (lifespans were much
longer in early biblical times) and continued to build and collect the animals as
God told him to do. He made himself available to God, believed, and responded
in faithful obedience. “Noah did everything just as God commanded him”
(Genesis 6:22). Will we do the same?
Jesus said, “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming
of the Son of Man” (Matthew 24:37). He reveals a great mystery that Noah’s
story was a picture of the Messiah—that Jesus Himself is the true Ark that will
carry us from this life to the next. We would be foolish not to abide in Him for
protection from the great evils and storms of life. If you want to learn more
about how you can experience safety, peace, and salvation in Christ, please join
us for weekend services at Shepherd of the Hills. www.theshepherd.org
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford is the Senior Pastor of Shepherd of the Hills
Church in Porter Ranch.

Edited by Rhona Cue

Weekend Service Times
Saturday 5:00 pm, 6:30 pm

Sunday 8:30 am, 10:00 am, 11:30 am

Piano Lessons with Efrem Bergman

October, 2010

“From Bach to Rock, I make lessons enjoyable & fun.”

• Lessons given in your own Home
• Beginning to Advanced
• All Music Styles • All Ages

©LC0910

In your home or my studio by
Pro drummer and valley resident.
Affordable rates.
Steve Roth
818-631-4777
drumset4u@yahoo.com
www.drumset4u.wordpress.com

(818) 348-4154 • Cell: (818) 481-4722
EfremBergman@att.net

• www.EfremBergman.com
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Disaster Preparedness

Northridge East, Northridge West, Granada Hills
South, Granada Hills North, Lake Balboa, Chatsworth
and Porter Ranch Neighborhood Councils are organizing
the 3rd Annual North Valley Disaster Preparedness Event
on Saturday, Oct. 2, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm at Fire Station
87 10124 Balboa Blvd. in Granada Hills. For more
information, call Semee Park at (818) 756-8501.

Rotary Blood Drive

The Granada Hills Rotary Club aims to collect 400
pints of blood for local hospitals at their 2nd Annual Blood
Drive and Health Expo, Saturday, Oct. 2, from 8 am to 4
pm at Granada Hills Recreation Center (corner of Petit
& Chatsworth) and North Valley Youth Sports Complex
(corner of Woodley Ave. & Balboa Blvd.), both in Granada
Hills. All blood donors will receive a free t-shirt, a free
pancake breakfast or lunch, a gift certificate for BaskinRobbins ice cream and a free raffle ticket. Blood donors
may pre-register online at www.Rotarygivesblood.org to
obtain a priority appointment time, but walk-ins are also
welcome. For more information, please call Jim Feffer at
(818) 802-8452 or email info@rotarygivesblood.org.

Monte Carlo Casino Night

Don’t miss the annual Monte Carlo Charity Casino
fundraiser to help support the Devonshire PALS (Police
Activities League Supporters) programs at the Greig Smith
LAPD Devonshire Youth Center in Northridge. The fun
annual event is on Saturday, October 2. For information
and to purchase tickets visit www.montecarlofundraiser.
org or call (818) 882-7336.

Concert in the Canyon

Don’t miss Ride With Pride’s Concert in the Canyon,
featuring the Cajun country sounds of the Doo-Wah Riders
on Saturday, Oct. 2, from 2:00 pm to 6:30 pm at 12051
Browns Canyon Rd. in Chatsworth (1.5 miles north of the
118 Fwy. at De Soto Ave.). Come enjoy music, dancing
food, a silent auction and help support Ride With Pride’s
therapeutic horsemanship programs for people with
disabilities. $20 donation. Free for kids under 6 years
old. To RSVP, call (818) 885-8138. For more information,
visit ww.RidewithPrideth.org.

Boy Scouts

Join the Boy Scouts of America for the San Fernando
Valley Leaders of Character awards dinner on Saturday,
Oct. 2 at Marriott in Warner Center. At the awards
reception, the Scouts will recognize men and women who
have distinguished themselves in professional and civic
accomplishments in the Valley. Sponsor’s Reception:
5:30 pm to 6:30 pm, Dinner: 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm. For
more information or to RSVP please call Joseph Strother
at (323) 455-9565 or email Joseph.Strother@Scouting.
org or visit www.LeaderOfCharacter.org.

LOCAL Events
Breastfeeding Challenge

As part of a nationwide celebration, Northeast Valley Health
Corporation (NEVHC) and the Breastfeeding Task Force of Greater
Los Angeles will hold a breastfeeding challenge and family resource
fair on Saturday, October 2 from 10 am-2 pm at North Hollywood
Park at Magnolia Blvd. and Tujunga Ave. The nationwide competition
to see which region of the United States can have the most children
breastfeeding simultaneously will begin at 11 am, and serve to
promote breastfeeding. For more information, contact 323-982-9160
or 818-837-6349.

Valley Artists Studio Tour

The 6th annual Valley Artists Studio Tour – VAST sponsored
by the San Fernando Valley Arts Council, will be on October 2 and 3,
from 10AM – 5 PM.  For more information, call (818) 469-3380 or
access www.sfvartscouncil.com.

Annual Pioneer Day

Don’t miss Pioneer Day, a great annual celebration of our
community’s heritage and history filled with fun, food, music
and activities on Sunday Oct. 3, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm at the Homestead
Acre, 10385 Shadow Oak Dr., in Chatsworth. $5 donation for adults.
Free parking and shuttle service every 15 minutes at Chatsworth
Depot Metrolink Station, located at 10446 Old Depot Rd. For more
information, call (818) 882-5614 or visit www.historicalsocieties.net.

Fallfest

Bring your family to enjoy the Canoga Park/West Hills
Chamber of Commerce’s annual Fallfest on Sunday, Oct. 3, 11 am - 3
pm at 23233 Saticoy Ave in West Hills. Free admission, lots of live
entertainment, international food, vendor booths, kids’ corner with
rides and games, Oktoberfest and a chili cook off contest. For more
information, visit westhillsfallfest.com.

Elder Care

Elder Care & Residential Choices: A workshop for family
caregivers of Alzheimer’s patients sponsored by the Alzheimer’s
Association, California Southland Chapter, Tuesday, October 5,
1-2:30 p.m., Porter Ranch Library, 11371 Tampa Ave. Reservations
required. Call the library to save your place: (818) 360-5706.

Empowering Caregivers

Sponsored by the North Valley Jewish Community Center,
a lecture, discussion and book signing by Viki Kind, author of “The
Caregiver’s Path to Compassionate Decision Making,” will be
held Oct. 6 at 8:30 p.m., and Nov. 8, at the same time, at Temple
Ramat Zion, 17655 Devonshire St., Northridge. For fees and other
information, call 818-360-2211, or e-mail nvjc@yahoo.com.

Center Stage Opera

Center Stage Opera begins its 2010-2011 season with a concert
performance of Verdi’s beloved classic, La Traviata, Thursday
night, Oct. 7 at 7:30 pm, and Sunday afternoon, Oct. 10 at 3 pm.

For more information on how to become a
Patron or Sponsor, or to purchase Season or
individual performance tickets, visit www.
centerstageopera.org, or call 818-517-4102.

Used Book Sale

Join the Friends of the Northridge Library
for their Three-Day Used Book Clearance
Sale, Thursday, Oct. 7 to Saturday, Oct. 9, at
Northridge Library, 9051 Darby Ave. (Nordhoff
and Darby). Bags of books will be available to
purchase for $2 each. For more information call
(818) 886-3640.

Viewpoint School Open Houses

An Admission Information Session and
campus tour for kindergarten will be held Oct.
9 at 9 a.m. The Upper School, for grades 9 - 12,
will be held Oct. 16, at 10 a.m. for its Admission
Information Session, and campus tour.
Please visit www.viewpoint.org/admission,
or call 818-591-6560 for additional information
and to RSVP for an event. Additional open
houses are scheduled Nov. 9 at 6 p.m. for a
presentation of the Primary School Program,
and Nov. 6 at 1 p.m. for the Middle School
admission information session and campus
tour. Admission Preview Day for the Middle
and Upper School is scheduled for Dec. 4, 1
p.m. Viewpoint is located at 23620 Mulholland
Highway, Calabasas.

Clean-up Day

On Saturday, Oct. 9, from 9 am to 11
am, Councilman Smith’s office is teaming up
with Northridge West for a clean-up day on
Wilbur Ave. in Northridge. Meet at Northridge
Christian Church, 18901 Chatsworth St. (at
Wilbur). For more information or to RSVP,
please call (818) 756-8501 or email Semee.
Park@lacity.org.

Yard Sale

All-Church Indoor Yard Sale & Antique
Car Show will be on Saturday, October 9 at 8 am
– rain or shine at Northridge United Methodist
Church, 9650 Reseda Blvd. in Northridge (818886-1555).

Police and Fire Luncheon

Join elected officials and community
leaders for the 31st Annual Police Officers,
Firefighters and Paramedics Recognition
Luncheon on Thursday, Oct. 14 at 12:00 pm
at the Airtel Plaza, 7277 Valjean Ave. in Van
Nuys. This recognition luncheon is meant to

COME LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR SCHOOL
Viewpoint School recognizes the uniqueness of each
child, provides a rigorous education in a nurturing
environment, and develops a love of learning and
those qualities which provide strength and direction
for a lifetime.

Join us to learn more about our academic programs and
admission opportunities for 2011-12:
Kindergarten

Upper School

October 9, 2010 - 9:00 a.m.
Admission Information Session
and Campus Tour

October 16, 2010 - 10:00 a.m.
Admission Information Session
and Campus Tour

November 9, 2010 - 6:00 p.m.
A presentation of the
Primary School Program

Learn about our new state-of-the-art
75,000 square-foot Upper School
classroom building and sports complex
opening September 2011.

Middle School

Middle and Upper School

(Grades 9 -12)

(Grades 6 - 8)

(Grades 6 - 12)

November 6, 2010 - 1:00 p.m.
Admission Information Session
and Campus Tour

December 4, 2010 - 1:00 p.m.
Admission Preview Day
Attend sample classes, meet the faculty
and current students.

A K-12 Independent College Preparatory School
celebrating 50 years of academic excellence
(with daily bus service to and from Chatsworth and Northridge)

Please visit www.viewpoint.org/admission or call 818-591-6560 for
additional information and to RSVP for an event.
Viewpoint School
23620 Mulholland Highway, Calabasas, CA 91302

October, 2010

Wagdy W. Kades, M.D., F.A.C.R.
Diplomate American Boards of
Internal Medicine & Rheumatology
Clinical Assistant Professor of Rheumatology
Keck School of Medicine, University of
Southern California

Rheumatology ~ Arthritis ~ Osteoporosis
Porter Ranch Office

Porter Ranch Medical Plaza
19950 Rinaldi Street
Suite 101-D
Porter Ranch, CA 91326

Los Angeles Office

St. Vincent POB
201 S Alvarado Street
Suite 626
Los Angeles, CA 90057

Tel: (213) 484-5397 Fax: (213) 484-9584
Website : kadesmd.com
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LOCAL Events
Continued

honor those Police Officers, Firefighters
and Paramedics who have distinguished
themselves
with
outstanding
accomplishments or dedicated service
above and beyond their regular duties
for the benefit of the community. Secure
your sponsorship, table or ticket early;
this event sells out every year. For further
information, please call Alexis Marin at
(213) 473-7012 or email Alexis.Marin@
lacity.org.

SOLID Pasta Dinner

On Friday, October 15, Supporters
of Law Enforcement in Devonshire
will hold their Annual Pasta Dinner to
support LAPD’s Devonshire Division,
at St. Nicholas Church located on the
northwest corner of Balboa and Plummer.
Dinner will be served from 5:00 PM to
7:30 P.M. Tickets will be sold at the
door for $8.00 per person. Clowns,
balloons and free child identification
including fingerprinting will be provided
for the children. Proceeds will be
used to purchase “non-City supplied”
equipment and materials for the Officers
in the Devonshire Division of the Los
Angeles Police Department. For more
information please call 818-718-9498
and visit www.soliddevonshire.org.

Chatsworth Hills Academy

Begin your memories with the
school recognized by L.A. Parent
Magazine as the “Best Early Childhood
Program” and “Best Private School”
by readers of the L.A. Daily News.
Chatsworth Hills Academy, preschool
through 8th grade, invites you to their
next open house, Saturday, Oct. 16, from
11 a.m. – 2 p.m. Visit www.chaschool.
org or call (818) 998-4037.

Sierra Canyon Open Houses

The Middle and Upper School
Open House for prospective students
entering grades 7 to 12 will be held
Saturday, Oct. 16 or Saturday, Nov.
13, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Upper
Campus, 20801 Rinaldi, Chatsworth.
Please contact Debby Shively at 818882-8121, ext. 311 for reservations.
The Lower School Open House
will be held Saturday, Nov. 6 for
prospective students entering Early
Kindergarten through 6th grade, at 11052
Independence Ave., Chatsworth. Please
contact Erin Anderson at 818-882-8121,
ext. 105 for a reservation.
For more information, visit www.
sierracanyonschool.org.

Political Memorabilia

On Sunday, October 17, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., members of the public can
buy political Americana, have political
items appraised (and possibly auctioned
off), and meet other collectors at the
annual political memorabilia show & sale
hosted by the American Political Items
Collectors (APIC) at 10100 Balboa Blvd
at Mayall Street (just south of Devonshire
Blvd). Admission for APIC members
$ 2.00 (children 13 and under and all
students with ID are admitted free). For
more information, call (818) 894-6113.

Fall Festival

The Fall Family Festival will be
held at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
on Friday, October 22nd from 5:30 pm to
8:30 pm. There will be carnival games,
jumpers, a petting zoo, pony rides, adult
and kid meals, drinks and desserts,
gift basket drawings and the preschool
children will perform. Game and food
tickets are available at the church office

or at the event. Admission is free. Call of subjects determined by the members.
SAGE operates under the auspices of
818/341-3460 with any questions.
the Roland Tseng College of Extended
Library Book Sale
Learning at California State University
The Friends of the Granada Hills Northridge. Information can be obtained
Library will host a two-day used book sale by calling (818) 831-5064 or by e-mail at
on Friday, October 22, from 2 PM to 5 PM; elders@my.csun.edu.
and Saturday, October 23, from 10:00 AM
to 2:00 PM. The sale will take place indoors Chatsworth Senior Center
The Chatsworth Seniors are
in the library’s community room. A variety
of books for all ages will be available at now meeting again at the Mason Park
excellent prices. Fill a bag of books for $5.00 Gym, 10500 Mason Avenue (north of
each. The Granada Hills Library is located Devonshire), in Chatsworth. We invite
at 10640 Petit Ave. (corner of Chatsworth all seniors(50+) to join us. We meet on
Mondays and Thursdays from 9:30 AM till
St.) in Granada Hills, 818-368-5687.
3:00 PM. We have coffee and conversation
Health and Fitness Fair
at 9:30 AM, Chair Exercises from 10:30
Save the date for the West Valley AM till 11:30 AM and Bridge, Mah Jongg
Family Festival & Community Health and and Poker from 12:15 till 3:00 PM. We
Fitness Fair, Saturday, Oct. 23, 9 am to 2 pm do not have our hot lunch program at the
at St. Stephen Campus, 20121 Devonshire present time and we invite all seniors to
St. in Chatsworth. This free event features bring a lunch from 11:45 AM till 12:15
kids activities, free health screenings, PM. We also have our Halloween Party
arts and crafts resources for seniors, food, on Monday, October 25th and our Annual
raffles, a farmer’s market, music, giveaways Holiday Party on Thursday, December
and more. If you are interested in becoming 16th. We hope to see all seniors real soon.
a sponsor or volunteer for this event, please For information, call Phyllis at (818) 534call (818) 360-7460.
7100.

Holiday Boutique

North Valley Jewish

Come get your Holiday Gifts early
Community Center-Jewish
at Northridge United Methodist Church’s
Teen Experience
Holiday Boutique on Saturday, October 30
This program will provide Jewish
from 9 am to 2 pm. NUMC is located at 9650
high school students with an opportunity to
Reseda Blvd. in Northridge (818-886-1555).
connect with the local Jewish Community
through a three-month Jewish identity
Halloween at Circus
Calling all Pumpkins, Ghosts, and heritage workshop program. Weekly
Dragons, and Witches Too, We have a One-hour Sessions; Date: October 24th,
Trick-or-Treating Event Planned for You. November 1, 8,15,22,29 and December
Every child in a costume receives $10 off 6th and 13th; Place: Temple Beth Ami
on their ticket. On Halloween, Sunday, (Santa Clarita); Time: 6:30-7:30 pm; Call
October 31: 1:30 or 4:30 shows. Before the Jerry at 818-360-2211.
Show, be part of the Halloween Parade in
Teen Support Group
the Center Ring of the Circus. Every child
This is a support group for 14 to
In the Parade wins a prize. Guaranteed to
18 year olds. They will learn how to
be a scream. For tickets and information:
deal with stress, how stress affects their
www.CircusVargas.org or 877/GOT-FUN-1
body and how to use self-hypnosis for
(877/468-3861). See ad on page 3.
relaxation. Date: Tuesdays, October 26
and November 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; Place:
Golf for Charity
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church Temple Ramat Zion; Time: 6:30-7:30 pm;
will hold their “Pantry Tune-Up Golf Call Jerry at 818-360-2211.
Tournament” fundraising event on Monday,
“ What’s Next” Talk
November 1st at the Sunset Hills Country
Is it time to look at making some
Club, 4155 Erbes Road North in Thousand
changes in your life? Is it time to see if you
Oaks. The entry fee is $125 per player and
can make those dreams finally come true?
it includes green fees, cart, practice balls,
How will you deal with your finances and
lunch and prizes. Registration is at 7:00 am
the excitement of finding out what is really
with the shotgun start at 8:00 am. (Dress
NEXT for you? Two professionals will
code: no jeans or denims please). Funds
take you on a journey into the future…your
raised will go to support the Outreach
future! Date: Tuesday, October 5 and 12;
Ministry providing food, clothing, hot meals
Place: Temple Ramat Zion; Time: 7-8:30
and help to the homeless. Call Ed Worlund
pm; Call Jerry at 818-360-2211.
at 818/341-1629 for more information.

Chaminade Open House

Jay Kim
Da Som Seo
Hyeon Yun
Austin Kang

Cooking Class Series

Our Chef du Jour is fantastic. He
limits the number of people attending
because he likes everyone to be hands
on, have plenty of food to eat and to
take home, and the intimacy creates a
fun cooking environment for everyone.
Date: Thursday, October 21, Thursday,
November 18th; Time: 7-9 pm; Location:
To be announced. Reservations are
required for this event. Contact Jerry
Wayne at 818-360-2211.

Chaminade College Preparatory,
will hold an open house Nov. 21, at both
campuses. Middle School, grades 6 – 8, is
scheduled for 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 19800
Devonshire St, Chatsworth, 818-363-8127.
The high school open house will be held
from 1 – 3 p.m. at 7500 Chaminade Ave.,
West Hills, 818-347-8300.
Get to know Chaminade better, learn
about the lifelong benefits of a cuttingedge education, take a campus tour, meet
teachers and students, learn about the new
From Aging to Saging
1:1 Tablet PC Program, talk to admissions
Are you coping with Aging
and financial aid reps, and much more. Parents? Are your family roles changing?
www.chaminade.org.
Faced with significant illness or other
changes for yourself or your family?
SAGE Society
Dr. Hanna Chusid, LCSW and Licensed
The SAGE Society is a learningPsychologist, with over 30 years of
in-retirement organization for retired and
experience, offers this gentle lighthearted
semi-retired seniors interested in intellectual
introduction to MBSR/Mindfulness
and cultural stimulation. SAGE offers a
Based Stress Reduction….a skill set
dynamic program for individuals who
rooted in both ancient traditions and in
desire to share learning with like-minded
modern medical research. Date: October
people. Study discussion groups involve
20; Time: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm (doors
members who participate by researching
topics and making presentations on a variety
(Continued on Page 11)

The Valley Voice is
published every last
Wednesday of the Month.
Deadline for
submission is the
15th of the month.

LEARN TO SQUARE DANCE
(our American Heritage Folk Dance)
with the non-profit

Farmers & Charmers Square Dance Club

Open enrollment for our Sunday beginners class is
Oct. 3rd 2010. The first class is free, then a $6
donation per person per class. This donation covers the hall,
the live caller (to keep you on your toes by changing the calls
at will) and insurance.

Sundays 6:45 - 9:00 P.M. The Wilkinson Center
8956 Vanalden Ave., Northridge

818-996-0974 * 818-886-3995 * 818-349-2242 E-mail: farmers-charmers@flash.net
October, 2010
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Doing My Duty
By Margaret Coughlin, Valley Voice Contributor

“

Y

ou have agreed to serve for five weeks.” The
judge leaned forward to scan our group of sixty
people.
Do these words send chills up your back? Or does
your imagination take over and you wonder what’s
going to happen next? Mine did.
We all nodded and the jury selection began.
The first twelve chosen randomly were seated; then
each faced the attorneys of both sides and many were
dismissed for no apparent reason. The case concerned
contract law so the questions didn’t challenge anyone’s
moral sensibilities. Near the end of the session I heard
my name. I was accepted. I was thrilled.
I had thought that the trial itself would be the
most fascinating part. Then, putting into perspective the
vagaries of individual backgrounds and philosophies,
I concluded that the deliberation portion would be the
more interesting.
And, indeed, that proved to be correct. We had
four weeks to bond; equally important, I do believe we
rather liked each other. This created a friendlier place
when challenging different opinions relating to the
merits of each side.
Of course, we were treated to four weeks of
attorney attitudes and persuasive tactics, some of which
were entertaining. And the witnesses ranged from
the supremely confident to those who never stopped
babbling. The majority were engineers with a straightforward approach to describing electrical power
systems, an education in itself. The court supplied
us with notebooks for taking notes, emphasizing
that these contained our own private thoughts and
would be destroyed at the end.
		
		
*
*
*
At last, the judge’s instructions - how to
evaluate sixty questions on aspects of the law relating to
the contract at issue. Under the care of the court’s bailiff
we gathered in the jury deliberation room, secluded in
the back. The rectangular table seated twelve.
Have you seen dramas about choosing the
foreman? No drama here. . . only one person
volunteered and that was it. Now, the part I was most
curious about: voting on the questions presented. Nine
jurors had to concur. During the first day, a division
surfaced: nine opposed by three. Occasionally, it would
be eight against four, which created a deadlock. The
result going into the second day was a total of three
questions definitively agreed upon. I was discouraged;
at this rate, we’d be there forever.
In fact, I spent time trying to analyze the
conservative viewpoints. People are what they are,
which freed me from feeling impatient. But it was
maddening trying to explain points of a gray area to
anyone whose view was black or white.
The wonderful part of this whole experience
was that through it all, we remained civil and friendly.
Everyone has heard other tales of vicious animosity
while deliberating.
*

*

*

F

acey Medical Group, Providence Holy Cross
Health Center, and other tenants at Porter
Ranch Medical Plaza invite the community to
attend a Health Fair on Saturday, Oct. 9, 19950
Rinaldi Street, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Facey is offering several free health care
screenings, while Providence is providing low cost
mammography screening (screening mammogram
only), from Oct. 1 through Dec. 31, 2010, at a
cost of only $100. Call 1-888-HEALING (4235464) to schedule an appointment at the Mission
Hills facility, 15031 Rinaldi Street, or in Porter
Ranch – evening and weekend appointments are
available.
Facey’s screenings include bone density,
carotid artery, glucose levels, cholesterol, body
fat %, blood pressure, and pulse oximetry.

Telephone (818) 837 – 5755.

No, No“Freebies”

T

he Ethics Commission voted to ban the city’s elected
officials from accepting tickets to entertainment
and recreational events in exchange for performing
a ceremonial function, if the source of the tickets has
business before the city.
Elected officials would be able to perform a
ceremonial function at events hosted by so-called
“restricted sources,” but would have to leave after
the ceremonial function is completed. If they want to
stay at the event, they would have to pay for a ticket
themselves.
The commission also agreed to require officials
to publicly disclose details about the event and the
source of the ticket, and to maintain the records for four
years.
The proposed change in the city’s Governmental
Ethics Ordinance – which was approved on a 4-1 vote
and still requires City Council approval – would also
apply to general managers and commissioners.
Addressing her fellow commissioners, Nedra said,
“It’s as if we believe everybody’s corrupt, and I just
don’t believe that everybody’s corrupt and everybody’s
subject to undue influence.”
The vote comes weeks after controversy broke out
over Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s acceptance if tickets
to major entertainment and sporting events, including
Laker games and concerts.
Records released by the mayor’s office showed
Villaraigosa recalled attending 85 entertainment and
sporting events over his five years in office - including
15 Dodger games, 13 Laker games, 10 other sporting
events, 22 concerts and 26 awards shows.

Dog Motion
Sparks Howls
of Discontent
By Stephen Box

C

ouncilman Bill Rosendahl has introduced a motion
in City Council that would increase the animal
limit per residential property in the City of Los
Angeles to 5 dogs and 5 cats. This simple motion has
brought out the best in people and the worst in people,
giving credence to the axiom, “There are no bad pets,
just bad owners!”
Opponents to the motion contend that in
densely populated communities, such as Echo Park
or the Downtown loft environment, an increase in
the already large number of animals would contribute
to a public health and public safety crisis. Anecdotal
examples are offered of pet “hoarders” and pit bull
breeding mills.
Lola McKnight, Director of the Shelter Animal
Advocacy Fund, points out that the beneficiaries of the
motion are 1) the animals in the shelters that would
have more adoption options 2) homeowners with space
and finances for more pets 3) animal rescue services
that need more foster homes 4) animal shelters who can
place more animals and free up resources.
McKnight contends that those who would not
benefit from the motion include 1) breeders who would
still be operating illegally 2) dog fighters who would
still be operating illegally 3) animal hoarders who would
still be suffering from an illness and acting illegally.
Through it all, there are some who contend that
the debate over a limit of three vs. a limit of five is a
distraction and that the real issue is the management
of the Animal Services Department so that the people
of Los Angeles can move from a complaint driven to a
standards driven approach to incorporating LA’s best
friends into the community.
Proponents of a larger discussion point to cities
such as San Diego and San Francisco, arguing that simple
restrictions on the number of animals per household
do little if anything to alleviate feral populations or
the unnecessary euthanasia of companion animals in
shelters.
James Clarke, Executive Director of the Apartment
Association Greater Los Angeles, wants no part of it,
pointing out “Housing providers (apartment owners)
invest large amounts of money in the economy of Los
Angeles and are dedicated to quality living conditions
for tenants. There is very real and valid concern that
allowing five dogs and five cats in all adjacent residential
properties will cause even further impediments to
meeting this goal and will create conditions that cannot
be rectified expediently through the City process.”
Rosendahl’s motion has stirred a literal hornet’s nest
of passionate debate, perhaps because this topic has been
ignored for so long. Regardless of the outcome, Barnette’s
call “work together” is certainly a great place to start and
a worthy accomplishment in and of itself. - City Watch

During the last day our
group found total agreement on
the last six questions. What a
relief. Our amiable jury reported
to the court that we had reached
decisions.
The final action came
when both sides wanted us to
be polled. We publicly raised
hands to indicate our individual
choices, referring to our
notebooks for that data because
it would have been easy to be
confused. Many questions had
been reworded and required
much discussion.
Both the judge and
attorneys thanked us profusely
for our time of jury service.
It gave us a feeling of being
appreciated for giving up
personal lives in the interest of
civil justice.
I agree that perceptions of
jury duty are that it’s dull, but
it’s that emotion of knowing
one’s community has been
served that proves to me the
value of answering a jury
summons, not avoiding it.
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LOCAL Events

No, No to the Burning
0f Korans Say Locals

SOCIAL SECURITY

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 9)

ONLINE SERVICES

open at 6:45 pm); Place: Temple Ramat Zion; Call
Jerry at 818-360-2211.

CONVENIENT AND SECURE
WWW.SOCIALSECURITY.GOV

Adult Children

Do you worry about your aging parents? Do you
know where to go for help? This series will help you
to learn about Community Resources, Government
and other available programs. We will discuss careplanning options and will teach you how to use them.
We will discuss topics including; services coming to the
home, senior center services, in-home help, help with
Medicare and HMO’s, VA Benefits, placement options
and caring for caregivers. Date: Tuesday October
5, 12, and 19th Time: 7-8:30 pm Place: Accredited
Medical Supply, 21142 Ventura Blvd. Woodland Hills;
Call Jerry at 818-360-2211.Caregiver’s Path
A lecture, discussion and book signing by Viki
Kind, author of “A Caregiver’s Path–to Compassionate
Decision Making”. This lecture will guide families
through the process of decision making for those who
are losing or have lost the capacity to think clearly.
Date: Wednesday, October 6th; Time: 7-8:30 pm; Place:
Temple Ramat Zion; Call Jerry at 818-360-2211.

Hypnotherapy

Come join us to learn how hypnosis can help you.
What is it? How does it work as a form of therapy?
Learn about the Power of the Subconscious, Self
Hypnosis and Stress Management and more. Date:
Tuesday, October 18; Time: 7-8:30 pm; Place: Temple
Ramat Zion; Call Jerry at 818-360-221.

Weight Loss

Come join us to learn how to use the
power of your mind to lose weight. Sessions
will include clearing emotional clutter, self
hypnosis for the perfect weight and how to
maintain the perfect weight once you get
there. Date: Tuesday, October 26, November
2, 9, 16, 23 and 30th; Time: 7:45-9:15 pm;
Place: Temple Ramat Zion. Call Jerry 818360-2211. Reservations are required.

Apply for retirement, spouse’s
disability benefits and Medicare.

Gas Pipes
Safe Here?

A

Los Angeles City Councilman called
for examining the city’s underground
pipelines in response to an explosion
and fire that devastated a northern California
neighborhood in San Bruno.
“It is imperative that the council look closely
at not only the safety of our pipelines, but also at
what plans are in place if something tragic should
happen,” Councilman Bill Rosendahl said. “If we
don’t do our due diligence as elected officials and
public servants, the results could be fatal.”
Rosendahl proposed directing various
agencies to report on the safety and compliance
record of franchises with underground flammable
transmission pipelines running beneath the city.
He said the fire and emergency management
departments should also report on the city’s
preparedness to deal with a pipeline rupture or
explosion.
After the magnitude-6.7 Northridge
earthquake in 1994, a 20-inch natural gas feeder
main ruptured and exploded on Balboa Boulevard
in Granada Hills, burning five homes, Rosendahl
said.

“It’s obvious that if we use violence, the Taliban will
retaliate with violence. We’re still not at peace with them; why
is he making things worse by offending what’s most valuable
to them? It’s a shame to see how just a few undiplomatic words
put the nation in a tremendous fear and anxiety,” stated Megan
Kinsey of Porter Ranch.
* * *
Also condemning the threat, Sam Avishay of Granada
Hills commented, “This incident is a sign that our country is
growing more and more Islamophobic. Also, the fact that the
media and the general population gave him too much attention
inflated the problem.”
Meanwhile, angry crowds in Muslim countries continue
to rally and demonstrate a strong anti-American sentiment.
Resulting violence has injured dozens in Kabul, Afghanistan,
jeopardizing the safety of polling places and voters. Afghan
authorities believe the Taliban will make use of the flare-up to
generate a greater animosity against Westerners and President
Hamid Karzai.
Noting the violent protests caused by Jones’ threat, Eric
Park of Granada Hills stated, “It again shows how religion is
a major part of Muslim’s lives. Islam determines everything
from their lifestyle to their political views. But by threatening
to burn their holy book, on which they depend completely,
Terry Jones ignited a fire he can’t handle.”
* * *
Sam Avishay added, “Why is it that we’re targeting
general Muslims? It’s not the moderate Muslims that destroyed
the twin tower or kidnapped American civilians. It’s the
extremists- the Al Queda.”
As a Muslim himself, Victor Madani of Northridge,
commented, “This clearly contradicts what this nation was
established upon. According to the Founding Fathers, every
man has his rights to life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness,
meaning we, too, have a right to freely exercise our religion.
However, he tried to infringe upon our rights by stirring up an
anti-Muslim sentiment and making it harder for Muslims to
practice their religion, just because it was different from his.
How is that tolerated?”
Although the Holy Book was never burned, Jones’ words
were enough to spark the fire. Muslims here and abroad are still
furious and protesting. However, as Nihad Awad, executive
director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations,
suggests, “American Muslims and Muslims around the world
should reach out to people of other faiths and beliefs to build
bridges of respect and understanding.”

KNOWN FOR ADVANCED
MEDICINE & EXCEPTIONAL
PATIENT CARE & CLIENT SERVICE
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Pampered Boarding
Under a Doctor’s Watchful Eye

Happy.
Motivated.
Learner.

Call for more info
(818) 583-1070
or visit our website at
www.delphila.org

This year your child could:
• Master

the art of public speaking

• Acquire
• Learn

how to count change

• Develop
• Sing

•Doctor Supervised •Extraordinarily Clean
•Large Heated/Air Conditioned Runs and Suites
•Gated Off-Leash Play Area
•Heated Floors

a love for great literature
leadership skills

in a musical

• Hit

a home run

• Prepare

for college

• Build

a LEGO® robot

• Learn

to study independently

• Receive

• Learn

how to use a dictionary

• Paint

a masterpiece

individual attention
from caring teachers

OPEN 7 DAYS & HOLIDAYS

www.chatvet.com

341-7770

Limited Enrollment. Call Now.
(818) 583-1070

Delphi Academy. This Fall.

21418 Devonshire Chatsworth 91311

™

www.delphila.org

Pre K–12 and summer program

© 2010 Delphi Academy All Rights Reserved. Delphi is licensed to use Applied Scholastics educational services.
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The Big One is Here Mason Park Youth
Basketball

W

inter 2011 Youth Basketball registration is well underway – and interested
players are warned there is only limited time to act for placement, according
to Juan P. Soto, park director.
Mai-in for priority numbers, which began Sept. 7, must be postmarked BEFORE
Sept. 30, after which time all mail will be returned. Applicants may walk in for a
number Oct. 1 through Oct. 8, pending availability, although a priority number does not
guarantee space in the league, and you must appear in person to register.
Priority number registration is scheduled for Oct. 9, but only for number holders.
Open registration is scheduled for Oct. 13 at 3 p.m., and continues until the league
is full, with registration taken on a first come, first serve basis. Leagues, however, may
fill on priority number registration day.
Payment of $140 per player is due at registration, with no exception. Also proof
of age is required at registration. No refunds will be made after Nov. 1, again with no
exceptions. A 15% administrative fee will be deducted.
Fees cover jersey, shorts, officials’ fees, individual awards, administration costs,
and facility costs, but do not cover insurance or team and individual photos. Co-Ed
divisions will be Rookies, 5-6; Pee Wees, 7-8; Minors, 9-10; Majors, 11-12; and Juniors,
13-15. Girls, Minors, 8-10; majors, 11-12; and Juniors, 13-15.
Practices begin in late November or early December, with games getting underway
in January, with one game played during the week, and another on the weekend. It may
be necessary to travel to other sites for games and practices.
Evaluations are mandatory, and scheduled for Nov. 13-14, with make-ups on the 15th.
Volunteer coaches are needed, with sign-ups Oct. 9. Fingerprints are required!
Mason Recreation Center is located at 10500 Mason Ave., Chatsworth. You can
call 1-818-998-6377 for more information.

Halloween Carnival
The Halloween Carnival, sponsored by Mason Recreation
Center and the Dept. of Recreation and Parks, will be held Sunday,
Oct. 31, from noon to 4 p.m., according to Juan Soto, park director.
Activities planned include a jumper, games, snack bar,
coloring, music, and some prizes. A costume parade will be held at
2 p.m. for kids ages 3 to 5; 2:20 p.m., for those 6 to 8; and 3 p.m.
for those 9 through 12.
Children must be accompanied by an adult, while teen
volunteers are welcome.
The park is located 10500 Mason Ave., Chatsworth.

Call 818-998-6377.
60% OFF DODGER TICKETS
NO GIMMICK – Four L.A. Dodgers’ tickets,

plus Lot G Preferred Parking.
Vs. Arizona Diamondbacks Friday,
Oct. 1, 7:10 p.m. Dodger Stadium.
Section 18 field (12 rows above dugout),
row M, seats 1 through 4.
BONUS – Fireworks Night!
Over $500 face value, total package $225.

310-429-0484

Tuesday, OCT. 12, at 4:00 P.M.

Raising the Circus
Vargas Big Top Tent

I

n 1969, Clifford E. Vargas fulfilled his childhood dream when he raised the
canvas of what was to become “America’s Favorite Big Top Circus!”
The “Star” of Circus Vargas was hand-made in Milan, Italy, and is one
of the most state-of-the-art Big Top tents in use today. This theater-style tent
comfortably seats 1,200 people and consists of 90,000 square feet of canvas
fabric. It is supported by 500 individually placed stakes and over four miles of
rope and cable weighing over 17 tons. Each set-up day, at the crack of dawn,
20 men start the seven-hour process of raising the Big Top, and each tear-down
night, by the light of the moon, the same 20 men roll the tent up and pack it
carefully to travel to the next town, where the process begins anew.
Circus Vargas 2010 Raising of the Big Top Tent will be on Tuesday, Oct.
12, 4:00 p.m. at Westfield Topanga, Topanga Canyon exit from 101 Freeway.
Show dates: Tuesday, Oct. 14 through Monday, November 1. Free tickets for
unemployed residents.
For tickets and information: www.circusvargas.org 877/GOT-FUN-1
(877/468-3861).

T

Stimulus Jobs

he two Los Angeles city departments that have received the largest chunk of
federal stimulus dollars - a combined $111 million - created or retained only
55 jobs with the money, according to audits.
“I’m disappointed,” said City Controller Wendy Greuel, whose office
conducted both audits. “While it doesn’t appear that the ARRA (American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act) funds were misspent, the city needs to do a
better job of expediting the process and creating jobs.”
The audit found that the Department of Public Works had received
$70.65 million as of March to resurface streets and bridges, improve sidewalks
and storm water drainage systems and build bicycle safety grates.
The projects were intended to create or retain 238 jobs, but the audit
found only about seven jobs created and 37 retained to date.
The Department of Transportation received $40.8 million to build
traffic signals and left turn arrow signals, retrofit traffic signals with LED light
bulbs, improve railroad crossing systems and buy 16 commuter express buses,
according to the audit.
The money was supposed to create or retain 26 jobs, but the audit found
only about 11 jobs created so far and none retained.

