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By the 300 Million Americans

I was born on July 4, 1776, and the Declaration of independence is 
my birth certificate. The bloodlines of the world run in my veins, 
because I offered freedom to the oppressed. I am many things, and 

many people. I am the nation.
I am 300 million living souls-and the ghost of millions who have 

lived and died for me.
I am Nathan Hale and Paul Revere. I stood at Lexington and fired 

the shot heard around the world. I am Washington, Jefferson and Patrick 
Henry. I am John Paul Jones, the Green Mountain Boys and Davy 
Crockett. I am Lee and Grant and Abe Lincoln.

I remember the Alamo, the Maine, Pearl Harbor and the Twin Towers. 
When freedom called, I answered and stayed until it was over, over there. 
I left my heroic dead in Flanders Fields, on the rock of Corregidor, on 
the bleak slopes of Korea, in the steaming jungle of Vietnam, and in the 
wretched streets and roads of Iraq and Afghanistan.

I am the Brooklyn Bridge, the wheat lands of Kansas and the granite 
hills of Vermont. I am the coal fields of the Virginias and Pennsylvania, 
the fertile lands of the West, the Golden Gate and the Grand Canyon. I am 
Independence Hall, the Monitor and the Merrimac.

I am big. I sprawl from the Atlantic to the Pacific…my arms reach 
out to embrace Alaska and Hawaii…3 million square miles throbbing 
with industry. I am farm. I am the forest, field, mountain and desert. I am 
quiet villages – and cities that never sleep.

You can look at me and see Benjamin Franklin walking down the 
streets of Philadelphia with his breadloaf under his arm. You can see Betsy 
Ross with her needle. You can see the lights of Chanukah and Christmas, 
and hear the strains of “Auld Lang Syne,” as the calendar turns.

I am Babe Ruth, Jackie Robinson, Willie Mays, Sandy Koufax and 
the World Series. I am schools and colleges, and churches and Temples 
where my people worship God as they think best. I am the ballot dropped 
in a box, the roar of a crowd in a stadium and the voice of a choir. I am 
an editorial in a newspaper, a letter to Congressman, and an e-mail to a 
friend.

I am Eli Whitney and Stephen Foster, I am Tom Edison, Albert 
Einstein and Billy Graham. I am Horace Greeley, Will Rogers and Wright 
brothers. I am George Washington Carver, Jonas Salk, Martin Luther 
King and Magic Johnson.

I am Longfellow, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Walt Whitman and 
Thomas Paine.

I have walked on the moon and explored outer space.
Yes, I am the nation, and these are the things that I am. I was 

conceived in freedom and God willing, in freedom I will spend the rest 
of my days. 

May I posses always the integrity, the courage and the strength to 
keep myself unshackled, to remain a citadel of freedom and a beacon of 
hope to the world.

This is my wish, my goal, my prayer in this year 2008 – two hundred 
and thirty-two years after I was born.

(Reprinted from the July 2007 issue of the Valley Voice.)

Porter Ranch – Northridge
ready for New High School?

By Christina Toroyan, Valley Voice reporter and Mel reiter
 

Northridge is home to a list of great places: parks, restaurants, a major university and 
schools. However, who would have thought that given its size and population, it consists 
of only one high school? 

The high school students in the community can either choose to attend the 950-student 
Northridge Academy High School, or they have the option to attend either private schools in the 
area, or charter schools. 

Thomas Waldman, who is in charge of the public relations for Los Angeles Unified School 
District Board Member Tamar Galatzan, said that Northridge, itself, does not have the budget or 
jurisdiction to open any new schools. 

“The district is in charge of opening new schools on new bonds,” said Waldman. 
The LAUSD has not heard any complaints from the residents of Northridge concerning a 

shortage of high schools, said Waldman. 
Waldman also mentioned that the board has not spoken to the district about the possibility of 

opening any new public high schools. 
However, Northridge parents were more concerned than the local Neighborhood Councils, 

that did not respond to Valley Voice inquiries, or to Waldman’s remarks.
Porter Ranch has long felt that most of their school taxes leave the area. Residents here have 

waited almost 40 years to get its second school, a K to 8, scheduled for 2012.
It’s apparent many do not wish to see another 40 years pass to see a “traditional” new school 

here.
Contacted by the Valley Voice, the LAUSD gave indications that it’s “something the district 

could be looking at in five years.”
Edwin VanGinkel, Senior Development Manager for the LAUSD, said “we always project 

five years out. While we see overall declining elementary school enrollment for the San Fernando 
Valley, we can not predict 10 years out, although we do update yearly.

Advising residents not to despair over its own high school, VanGinkel 
believed “that in 10 to 15 years, there could very well be a need.”

Donna Smith, former teacher, principal, and deputy to the late Jon 
Lauritzen, a board member, believes “It’s never too early to start thinking 
of a new high school.”

It appears to the Valley Voice that although the seeds have now been 
planted, only apathy by local community groups and residents can keep 
the dream of a new high school “buried.”

Some of Coast Division AA Reds relax after a tough loss to the Padres, 16 – 14, 
at Northridge Little League’s Championship Games and closing day June 14. Left 
to right are Kristopher Pleitez, age 8; Joshua Reiter, 7 clowning for camera; Andrew 
Simon, 7, Ruby Salzman, 7, a girls’ softball all-star; her twin brother Jacob; and 
their brother Shane, 6, Senior T-ball Yankees.

Home Sales
Home sales in Los Angeles County dropped 26.7 percent 

in May, compared to the same month a year ago, while prices 
dipped by 23.3 percent, a real estate information service 
reported.

A total of 5,445 homes sold in May, down from 
7,426 for May 2007, while the median price of a home 
in Los Angeles County last month was $422,000, down 
from $550,000 in the same month a year ago, according 
to La Jolla-based DataQuick Information Systems. 

4.59
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Reiter-Wrong?
By Mel Reiter, Valley Voice

Los Lomas Project

Our Council Awakens 
“The Sleeping Tiger” 

Add another $100 million to the lawsuits 
filed against the City of Los Angeles. 
When Las Lomas Land Company filed a petition and 

complaint June 16, to hardly anyone’s surprise, it was only 
how much would they seek after the City Council abruptly 

terminated the city’s environmental review of the project. The action also requests an 
order compelling the City to complete its review.

In March, the City Council voted 10 to 5 in favor of a motion by our Councilmember, 
Greig Smith, to terminate further processing of the developer’s environmental impact 
report and entitlements.

The Valley Voice has covered this dispute in great detail in previous issues. And 
in hopes of clarifying what is truth, half-truth, or all-out fabrication, we have received 
communications directly from the majority landowner, Fred McHaddad; Hilary 
Norton Orozco, executive vice-president, Las Lomas Land Co., and Carlyle W. Hall, 
Jr., attorney, Las Lomas, on some major issues:

   
Q.   Will the project have 9,670 units?
 A. It will have a maximum of 5,553 units – 750 for affordable housing.

Q. Will our City’s services be depleted?
  A. Las Lomas will contribute $22 million annually to the City’s general fund , 

build its own police and fire station, school and library, create parks.

Q. In your opinion, which part of the city will benefit the most from Las 
Lomas?

  A. The North Valley.

Q. What of the controversy of adding traffic to the congested I-5/SR-14 points?
A. Las Lomas has committed to privately funding $150 million to its transportation 

mitigating plan, one of which includes five miles of new parallel road capacity between 
Santa Clarita and Rinaldi along the I-15 Freeway. An added feature is a proposed 
alternative energy commuter shuttle system for Las Lomas residents and employees 
to and from San Fernando Valley employment, residential, educational, and transit 
centers.

Q. Will the project be a burden to the taxpayer?

A. It must be taxpayer-neutral or taxpayer-positive, according to the annexation 
agreement.

Q. What about high-paying construction and infrastructure jobs? How many, and 
who will get them?

   A. According to Keyser Marston, an internationally recognized expert in these 
areas, 1,300 construction jobs a year would be created. In addition, they say, 2.3 million 
square feet of commercial space, 250,000 square feet of retail space, schools, and a 300-
room hotel are undisputedly jobs-rich, creating 9,000 new direct and 22,000 indirect 
jobs. They claim the project will create annual wages in excess of $1.3 billion.

“My client,” Hall said, “and numerous community, business and labor groups 
– sought a fair and open environmental review process for the proposed Las Lomas 
community, but, as the complaint alleges….the Council violated the law and did 
not allow this fair review to take place, despite numerous warnings by its own City 
Attorney that the City could be liable for ‘substantial damages.’”

Is the City “ready to rumble?” It appears Las Lomas is!

•
SECRETARY OF STATE Condoleeza Rice is upset that Israel is 

planning an expansion of Jewish homes in East Jerusalem, 
upsetting Palestinians that claim the land for a future 

state.
This begs the question of what Israel would receive in return? Will the Palestinians 

and Hamas and other radical groups first stop the daily rocket attacks? Will they end 
the bombings, killings, kidnappings of innocents? Will they stop the illegal smuggling 
of arms and weapons from Syria, and Iran? How can you make such requests when 
you call for the destruction of Israel, to drive it into the sea? What do they give up?

Some “neighbors” for the 180,000 Jews that now live in east Jerusalem!

(Continued on page 3)
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THE KENNEDYS had their football, but our family splits into “boys” vs “girls” in baseball 
games (using tennis balls) when we meet at Miramar Air Force Base, where my brother-in-

law, is stationed. Despite a one-run victory, my manager-son, age 7, called me out for running 
too slowly around the bases.

“It’s only a family game, what are you going to do? You already bat me last in the line-
up,” I said. “Trade me,” he answered. 

“To what team?” I inquired. He came right back at me, “TO THE GIRLS!”

REMEMBER 1983? High gas prices, long lines snaking around the block just to fill up? 
Unfortunately, Congress did nothing then, nothing now. Little known, was disappointing 

news that a subcommittee nixed a bill in June that would have opened up reserves worth 
billions of barrels of oil, and trillions of cubic feet of natural gas.

No, drilling would not be just miles off the coast, in plain view, but between 50 miles and 
200 miles off the U.S. coastline. Economics 101 taught us that increased supply would bring 
prices down. It doesn’t stop there. We have more coal than Saudi Arabia has oil, and France 
used our technology to develop safe nuclear energy. In addition, we have not approved a new 
oil refinery in this country in decades.

We are now almost 70% oil dependent and the longer we wait, the more reliant we get.
Do we protect the endangered birds, or is it time to save the future for ourselves, our 

kids? These programs take on average 10 years to get running! How much time do we have? 

NEWS ITEM” About 900 inmates escaped from a U.S. and NATO prison in 
Afghanistan, and are still missing. How do you lose 950 prisoners, on foot?

CATTLE CARS  IN THE AIR. Because most airlines failed to successfully hedge oil prices, 
ala Southwest Airlines (70% of this year’s oil needs are hedged at $51 a barrel, vs. the 

current price of $140), almost all are now charging more and more fees – from baggage, oil 
surcharges, and one, Spirit Airlines, wants to charge extra for window, aisle, and exit seats. 
UAL wants to charge up to $250 for extra large items.

Reports are now circulating that the carriers are studying weight surcharges for passengers, 
claiming physics tests prove the heavier the object, the higher the fuel cost.

Do we call our weight in with reservations, or jump a scale at the airport?

OOOPPPS. Just four months before voters were to decide on a $30 billion bullet train 
between Los Angeles and San Francisco (at speeds of 200 miles an hour), a problem has 

been reported.
Union Pacific is declining now to share its right-of-way. Seems like nobody 

bothered to ask.

School Budget Cuts

Most Los Angeles Unified teachers would keep their jobs, but many district 
employees would be forced to take unpaid furlough days and purchases of 
textbooks would be deferred under a budget outline approved recently by the 

district board, which is coping with an estimated $350 million deficit.
“These budget cuts are agonizing,” LAUSD Superintendent David L. Brewer 

said. “We were able to minimize the impacts on classroom programs and preserve 
teachers' jobs for the upcoming school year. However, we know that we must continue 
to work with the governor and the state Legislature to seek new revenues to fund 
district programs in future budget years.”

While most teachers would keep their jobs under the budget blueprint, some 
provisional teachers with the least amount of time with the district could be shown 
the door.

District officials said the proposed budget include $80 million in Central Office 
cuts, along with the elimination of 500 positions at the district headquarters, some 
through attrition and the elimination of vacant positions. The district also plans to 
require most employees to take furlough days, but details of that program have not 
been finalized.

The district also plans to delay textbook purchases and other program 
improvements, such as future class-size reductions.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger proposed billions of dollars in cuts statewide to 
close a massive budget deficit. A May budget revision restored many of the proposed 
education cuts, and according to the state Department of Finance, Schwarzenegger 
actually added $2 billion to education funding.

“It is not easy to absorb these budget cuts,” said Senior Deputy Superintendent 
Ramon Cortines. “The budget reductions now force us as a district - teachers, 
administrators and classified staff - to focus and create new ways of addressing 
difficult issues.”

The final budget will not be approved until after the state Legislature and the 
governor finalize the state budget.

LAUSD Walkout
By Shweta Saraswat, Valley Voice reporter

Thousands of L.A. Unified school teachers participated in a peaceful, district-wide 
walkout June 6 in protest of proposed state budget cuts.
 The new budget will essentially leave LAUSD facing a $353 million shortfall; 

according to the L.A. Times, though “the latest budget…provides a $193 million increase 
over last year’s education funding, [it] does not include a cost-of-living increase and cuts 
support to some programs.”
 All but four teachers at Alfred B. Nobel Middle School in Northridge paraded along 
Lassen Street and Tampa Avenue as part of the United Teachers Los Angeles-coordinated 
demonstration, the first of its kind since 1989. They were joined by several parents, some of 
whom had brought along their children. The school’s UTLA chairperson of five years, Mark 
Marfori, says the protest was, in essence, a response to what he calls the present “crisis in 
funding.”
 “We’re supporting younger teachers who may be laid off in the future as our economy 
goes down,” said Marfori, who fears a shortage of teachers and increased class sizes in the 
future. 
 Among the individuals protesting was Anthony Saunders, 51, who became a history 
teacher in 2001 after spending 24 years in the army. Saunders said he was protesting simply 
because he “believes the future of our nation is important.”
 “The cuts don’t make a lot of sense. I just want to send the message that we should 
invest in our future, not take away,” said Saunders, speaking over the appreciative honking 
of passing cars. “The teachers are here because they want to make a difference.”
 “Short-sighted” and “disgusting” were among the words parent Rebeca Wise used to 
describe the proposed budget.
 “I have a voice and freedom I have to use it,” said Wise, whose disability has left her 
and her seventh grade daughter homeless. “I am very proud of these teachers for taking pay 
cuts to be out here.”
 Nobel’s principal of eight years, Robert Coburn, 60, spent his morning supervising 
the teacher-less students and making sure everything was peaceful on the demonstration 
front. Despite the inconvenience caused by the walkout, he was generally supportive of the 
teachers’ actions.
 “I’ve been a union representative for ten years, so I understand the need to make a 
point and do something reasonable,” said Coburn. “I truly hope that the state comes up with 
a plan to make education the number one priority in the future. The $350 million [shortfall] 
is difficult to accept.”
 The school’s nurse, Sylvia Carlson, was also out on the sidewalk, dolefully wearing 
a sign that read “I am a budget cut.” Nobel only has enough money to pay her four days 
a week; as a result, the school will go one day a week without a nurse on campus, which 
Carlson says will lead to an increase of 911 calls to the campus.
 “Healthy kids learn better,” said Carlson, “but without a nurse health cannot be 
addressed. More kids will end up being absent from school…”
 Understanding that demonstrations may not be the most convenient way for community 
members to argue against cuts to education funding, Marfori offers alternate ways to get 
involved
 “I urge parents to contact the state legislation,” he said, “and encourage them to fund 
schools. It will directly impact the kids.”

Teachers Reject
All Pay Cut Ideas

United Teachers Los Angeles (UTLA) declared that it would fight the four 
mandatory furlough days included in the latest version of LAUSD’s proposed 
2008-2009 budget, approved by the school board on June 10. The budget 

included two forms of pay cuts: four mandatory unpaid furlough days and the 
elimination of professional development or “buy-back” days, used by teachers to 
improve their professional skills.    

The number of paid working days is determined by the current UTLA/LAUSD 
contract. According to the UTLA, the initiation of furlough days would be a violation 
of the contract, which does not expire until the end of 2009.  The elimination of “buy-
back” days affects the terms and conditions of employment of UTLA bargaining unit 
members and is also subject to collective bargaining under the state bargaining law. 

UTLA has not, to date, been asked to change the UTLA/LAUSD contract.  
“A furlough day is just a euphemism for pay cut,” said A.J. Duffy president of 

United Teachers Los Angeles.  “Pay cuts for teachers will not help us attract and keep 
the best and the brightest to teach Los Angeles students.” 

UTLA said it will take any and all legal action necessary to enforce member 
rights. 

In related news, UTLA has been at the negotiations table for months, trying 
to negotiate a contract for 2007-2008.   LAUSD has offered a 0% salary increase to 
teachers, despite the fact that the District did receive a Cost of Living Adjustment 
(COLA) of 4.53% for the school year. Veteran L.A. Unified teachers currently rank 
last of 47 Unified School Districts in a 2008 survey conducted by the Los Angeles 
County Office of Education.  

(Continued from page 2)Reiter-Wrong?

Over 100 teachers, parents, and students  joined in the “protest 
march” at Germain Street School, Chatsworth.
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Middle Schools “Left Behind”

More than half of Los Angeles County middle schools fall below federal education 
standards, according to a report released by the United Way.

County middle schools spend significantly less per pupil - an average of 
$6,765, compared to a national average of $8,041 - and are often overcrowded, according to 
the report.

“Education in Los Angeles County is at a critical crossroads,” said Elise Buik, president 
and CEO of United Way of Greater Los Angeles. “The demand for an educated workforce is 
growing, while at the same time middle school education is being neglected, and we're not 
preparing our children, or our city, for the future.”

Darline Robles, superintendent of the Los Angeles County Office of Education, said 
she welcomed the report.

Robles, a former middle school teacher and principal, said that too often middle schools 
are forgotten while attention is focused on high schools and grade schools.

“I'm glad they're bringing this up,” she said, adding that “it's nothing we're surprised 
about - we're under funded.”

 

Is Buckley School “Failing” Obligations?

The Los Angeles City Council voted to review whether the Buckley School  should be 
required to pay for millions of dollars in road repairs adjacent to its Sherman Oaks 
campus.

   The school is carrying out a $72 million renovation of the campus. At issue is the 
condition of Camino de la Cumbre, alongside the school. The city's Bureau of Engineering 
has recommended that the school install curbs, gutters and a sidewalk, which could cost 
millions of dollars.

During a brief public hearing, homeowners asked the council not to review the 
decision, citing concerns that the Buckley School would ultimately be exempt from having 
to pay for the road repairs.

“For 40 years, the school has used Camino de la Cumbre for trucks, buses and school 
buses and cars. The condition of the street is so bad that there are sandbags in a good 
portion of it,” said Vivian Gumbiner with the Sherman Oaks Homeowners Association. 



“Revolving” Door Turns at DWP

The Los Angeles Board of Water and Power Commissioners unanimously agreed to award or extend 
contracts to three companies that until recently were business clients of a high-level DWP executive.

After meeting in closed session, commissioners approved $6.3 million in contracts for businesses 
that were represented until Nov. 30 by Raman Raj, now the utility's chief operating officer.

One month ago, the Los Angeles City Council rejected another $1.5 million contract with a former 
Raj client. At the time, council members said they were concerned about the “revolving door” between City 
Hall and the private sector and had been given no warning about Raj's potential conflict.

Raj, who began his $247,000-a-year city job on Dec. 1, has promised to avoid any discussion of his 
former clients.

The DWP commission approved $1.1 million for meter-reading technology to Smartsynch, bringing 
that company's total contract with the DWP to $8.4 million; $1.7 million to Osmose Utilities Services for 
inspection and maintenance of power poles; and executed a $3.5 million computer software contract with 
Convergent Group.

Convergent is a subsidiary of Denver-based Enspiria, one of Raj's former clients. Raj also represented 
Smartsynch and Osmose.

The contract with Convergent requires approval from the Los Angeles City Council.
DWP General Manager H. David Nahai said neither he nor Raj are involved in contracting decisions 

at the utility.

LADWP Sets Tougher
Water Use Guidelines

The LADWP Board of Commissioners has approved 
revisions to the existing Water Conservation Ordinance to 
discourage water waste by expanding prohibited uses of 

water and increasing the penalties for violations. 
Monetary fines for residential customers would be doubled 

from $50 for a first offense to $100, and quadrupled from $50 
to $200 for large customers, including businesses, with meters 
two inches and larger.

A phased approach is being utilized for prohibited uses, 
allowing the Department to expand phases depending on the 
severity of water supply conditions.  Phase I seeks compliance 
of prohibited uses and requirements and will be permanent and 
enforceable 24 hours a day throughout the year.  Subsequent 
phases can be implemented based on an assessment of the City’s 
water supply by the Board.

The prohibited uses and requirements will be as follows:  
Prohibited Uses:  water hosing to rinse paved surfaces; 

decorative fountains or ponds without water recirculation;  
unrequested water service to restaurant customers;  landscape 
irrigation runoff to pavement;  washing vehicles without a 
water shutoff device; landscape irrigation between the hours of 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. year-around;  landscape irrigation during rain;  
single-pass cooling systems in new buildings;  

Requirements:  requiring maintenance of leaky pipes on 
facilities;  requiring limiting sprinkler irrigation cycle times 
to 10 or 15 minutes;  requiring new car washes and laundry 
systems to use water recirculating systems;  requiring daily 
towel and linen laundering service at hotels and motels to be 
optional;   requiring use of rain sensors on irrigation systems at 
parks and open fields.

Enforcement will be administered utilizing the 
Department’s Droughtbuster Team which as been monitoring 
wasteful water practices and educating customers throughout 
the City during the past year.  The Droughtbusters will issue 
citations, with warnings for first time offenders and issuance of 
fines for repeat offenders.  Fines will appear as a charge on the 
customer’s DWP bill and appeals will follow an administrative 
process, with final appeal to the LADWP Board.  

For any questions regarding this MOU notification , please 
contact Greg Bartz, LADWP Neighborhood Council Liaison at 
(213) 367-2800.

City Flunking
Energy Cuts

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa wants to make 
Los Angeles the “greenest” big city in 
America, but an audit shows the city has 

been slow in taking small steps, such as replacing 
incandescent light bulbs with fluorescent ones.

Since 1996, when the City Council 
ordered citywide energy audits, the General 
Services Department has spent a little more than 
$4 million installing energy-efficient light bulbs 
in 102 of the city's 958 buildings.

“My audit found that it is not a priority 
in the city of L.A. to conserve energy in our own 
facilities. No one city department or agency 
has oversight or responsibility for energy 
conservation,” City Controller Laura Chick said.

Electricity use has increased over the 
years. From fiscal 2004-05 to 2005-06, energy 
consumption rose 3.1 percent, according to 
the audit. Usage rose another 4.4 percent the 
following year.

The city's annual electricity bill is about 
$27 million, up from $20 million in 1995. Costs 
have also risen.

A study by the Department of Water 
and Power in the fall found that the city could 
save about $6 million a year, if energy-saving 
measures were enacted in 475 of its buildings. 
The cost of completing such a project, however, 
would cost about $38 million. The controller 
said her office had not verified those figures. 
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What? L.A. Emits Lower Carbon?

By some criteria, sprawling, freeway-scarred, SUV-worshiping, coal-
dependent Los Angeles emits less planet-warming carbon per capita 
than any big city except Honolulu.

 “We are not at all surprised,” Nancy Sutley, L.A.'s deputy mayor for 
energy and environment, told the Los Angeles Times in reacting to the report by 
the Brookings Institution, a prestigious Washington think thank.

She cited the city's “moderate climate, with fewer heating and air-
conditioning days, and its relatively newer, less drafty housing stock” than in 
many parts of the nation. Moreover, she added, “sprawl is a lot worse in other 

parts of the U.S.”
But according to The Times, the Brookings report on energy use in residential 

buildings and highway transportation does not account for the fact that half the city's 
electricity comes from coal-fired power plants. Instead, Brookings used a state-wide 
average that included the hydroelectric and nuclear plants in Northern California.

Omitted from the data are emissions from industries and commercial buildings, 
and from local roads apart from federal highways, The Times reported.

The 83-page report gives much of the credit to California's overall carbon-saving 
plans, including a stringent state building code and strict utility pricing rules for energy 
conservation.
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Pastor Dudley - Shepherd of the Hills

HOMECOMING

The nation of Israel celebrated its 60th anniversary 
in May, and I was blessed with the privilege of 
making my sixth pilgrimage there, with about 

100 members and friends of Shepherd of the Hills 
Church. From Tiberias to Jerusalem, our group toured 
for 10 days and walked where Jesus walked. We saw 
the places described in the Bible come to life in the 
most awesome ways—difficult to fully 
encapsulate in this short article. 

But each time I go to Holy 
Land of Israel, it feels sort of like 
a homecoming.  After all, it is the 
place in which God showed mighty 
miracles and His everlasting love 
to the biblical forefathers like 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and 
King David. It is the place in which 
Jesus was born, ministered, and was 
sacrificed for the sins of the world.  It 
is the birth place of Christianity. It is, 
indeed, the Holy Land.

 Today, the country fills you 
with a sense of awe as you walk amid ruins thousands 
of years old, and observe the reverence with which 
both locals and visitors behold these sacred grounds. 
Jerusalem, the Sea of Galilee, the Western Wall, and 
the Jordan River are just a few places that marked 
significant moments during our trip.

Israel is the intersection of three of the most 
populous faiths of the world: Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam. In the center of Jerusalem is the Temple Mount, 
believed to be biblical Mount Moriah where Abraham 
nearly sacrificed his son Isaac, an event upheld by 
all three faiths. Today, in the place where the Second 
Temple of the Jews (destroyed by the Romans in 70 
AD) once stood, is the golden Dome of the Rock—an 
Islamic mosque built in the late 600’s during the Muslim 
occupation of the land.  Though the Jews regained 
control of the Temple Mount after the Six Day War in 
1967, the Israeli government still allows the Muslim 

Council full administration of the site; hence why the 
Dome still stands.

Also located on the Temple Mount is the Western 
Wall, which is the last remnant that Jewish and Christian 
believers have left of the Second Temple.  Devoted believers 
visit the wall to pray for the coming of the Messiah, the 
rebuilding of the Temple, and other supplications—many 

placing written 
prayers within 
its cracks and 
crevices. They 
come at all hours 
of the day, even 
past midnight, 
as when our 
group visited the 

site. It is a very emotional 
thing to witness and be a 
part of. The Western Wall 
is so near and dear to my 
heart personally, that our 
church built a one-third 
scale replica on our campus 
for our Day of Prayer and 
Fasting in October 2006.

Sailing along the 
Sea of Galilee, where Jesus traveled so frequently 
throughout his ministry, was an inspiring and moving 
experience as well.  Upon setting sail, the ship’s crew 
greeted us by playing the American national anthem 
and by hoisting both the Israeli and United States flags 
side by side. They also played Christian praise music 
and Hebrew folksongs, to which we worshipped God 
with lifted hands, hearts, and voices on the waters that 

bore Jesus and his disciples 2,000 years ago.  
Another significant stop in our pilgrimage was 

the Jordan River, where John the Baptist baptized 
Jesus during the inception of His ministry.  Baptism 
is a symbol or declaration of a person’s belief in Jesus 
Christ and the forgiveness of sins, in which their old life 
is figuratively put to death and buried (submerged in 
water), and they are raised again to a new life—just as 
Christ was buried and resurrected after the crucifixion. 

During our visit, I had 
the honor of baptizing 19 
members of our group 
who either made this 
decision for the first time 
or rededicated their lives 
to Jesus.  

As Shepherd of the 
Hills Church continues 
in our sermon series of 
The Parables of Jesus—
in which we study the 
allegorical stories of Jesus 
that illustrate His message 
of love, forgiveness, and 
salvation—this sixth trip 

to Israel was particularly powerful.  It is like coming 
home. If you can’t travel to Israel, I pray you will take 
a trip to Shepherd as we study the Word of God and 
experience the ministry of Jesus come to life. 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford is the Senior Pastor 
of Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch.

Edited by Rhona Cue

By Pastor Dudley C. rutherford

400 North Maclay Ave.   San Fernando  Ca. 91340

818. 837.7777
www.incredibleLAsmiles.com
incredibleLAsmiles@hotmail.com

Commitment to Excellence, 
     Outstanding Service

Since 1953, Riley Dental Group has been serving the cosmetic and dental needs of

the entire Los Angeles community.  Within the last year alone, our doctors have 

completed almost 700 hours of the most elite training available in cosmetic, 

reconstructive and neuromuscular dentistry.  If you want a gorgeous smile, 

call our San Fernando o�ce today to schedule your complementary 

smile makeover consultation.  We look forward to seeing you.

· Cosmetic Smile Makeovers

· Full Mouth Reconstruction

· Implants Single Tooth to Full Mouth

· Orthodontics

· Conscious Sedation

DENTISTRY PERFORMED BY RILEY DENTAL GROUP

“Thanks to Dr. Riley's o�ce, 
I've got my smile back and 
with that the self con�dence 
to shine in professional and 
social settings.”
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s ta te farm.com®

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

P057015 9/05

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

DISCOUNTS. 

+ =

Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®

Ronald G Rauschenberger, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0606425
11157 Tampa Avenue
Northridge, CA 91326-2254
Bus: 818-360-3534

+ =

I  magine yo urself above the hustle and bustle of the daily grind—picture breathtaking 
views, take-in the crisp, fresh air and admire the vast expanses of untouched natural 
beauty. Now open your eyes and meet Las Brisas at Porter Ranch. Offering a dream 

lifestyle for real homebuyers, Las Brisas is a piece of heaven on earth. Luxurious, two-story 
townhomes offer convenience and elegance within a guard-gated community—you’re not 
dreaming, this is Las Brisas.  

Located in the exclusive, guard-gated community of Aldea in Porter Ranch, Las Brisas 
enjoys the privacy and peaceful atmosphere that so many of today’s homebuyers are searching 
for. Nestled within the foothills overlooking the San Fernando Valley, this remarkable 
neighborhood is inviting you to join in a new kind of luxury lifestyle for an incredible price.  
With the model preview opening scheduled for July 19, prospective buyers are encouraged to 
visit the Porter Ranch Welcome Center today to prequalify and to get a closer look at this 
exceptional neighborhood. 

Measuring up to 1,641 square feet with as many as three bedrooms and two or three and 
one-half baths, Las Brisas’ five unique floor plans offer spacious master retreats, great rooms 
and a uniquely lavish way of life. Enjoy the convenience of low-maintenance living paired with 
extravagant amenities, a remarkable community atmosphere and the exclusivity that only comes 
with a Porter Ranch address.

The Porter Ranch Welcome Center is open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and located off 
the 118 freeway at the corner of Porter Ranch Drive and Rinaldi.  Please call 818-773-8987 
for more information.

Families continue to move to Porter Ranch to luxuriate in the community ’s matchless 
quality of life. The residential opportunities offered at Las Brisas are unrivaled in today’s 
marketplace with regard to workmanship, design and the comfort found inside. A community 
that boasts both private and public recreation facilities and a flourishing Town Center, here you 
can enjoy the best of the Southern California lifestyle. 

Plus, Porter Ranch’s location puts you just minutes away from the finest shopping, 
restaurants and top-ranked educational and cultural centers. 

Residents also enjoy the tranquility provided by large nature areas and a new 14-acre public 
park that surround the Porter Ranch master-plan community. Built by S&S Construction, a 
division of Shapell Industries, and Liberty Building Company, Porter Ranch also promises 
the quality and comfort that come with over fifty years of superior homebuilding. Don’t wait 
another minute, visit www.Shapell.com to get pre-qualified and discover the incredible new life 
that awaits in Las Brisas at Porter Ranch!

Las Brisas At Aldea – 
Coming Soon to Porter Ranch!

Smoking Ban

Councilman Greig Smith introduced legislation on June 11, that 
would prohibit smoking in outdoor patios where food is served 
and within five feet of such outdoor dining areas in the Valley and 

all of the City of Los Angeles. Bars would be excluded.
 “One of the greatest assets we have here in L.A. is our beautiful, 

warm weather,” Councilman Smith said. “It is unfair and unhealthy 
for non-smokers, including children, to have to breathe in secondhand 

smoke if they want to enjoy the pleasure of a meal or a cup of coffee 
outdoors on a patio.”

Since California enacted a statewide ban on workplace smoking 
to protect customers and workers from secondhand smoke, the outdoor 
seating areas of restaurants and coffee shops in L.A. have become 
dominated by smokers. That means that non-smokers cannot enjoy 
outdoor dining without breathing in harmful secondhand smoke, even 
though smokers form only a small segment of the population. 

In an effort to protect the health of the public from secondhand 
smoke, Los Angeles has already prohibited smoking in City parks and 
beaches. 

Many other cities have banned smoking in certain public areas, 
including Calabasas, Malibu, Glendale, and Burbank. 

Foreclosure Motion

Individuals and banks in possession of foreclosed homes would have 
to maintain the properties under a motion introduced by Los Angeles 
Councilman Greig Smith, who said it is a matter of maintaining the city's 

neighborhoods.
Smith's motion asks the Department of Building and Safety to create the 

Task Force on Vacant Foreclosed Homes and draft enforcement measures that 
would curb blight in neighborhoods impacted by foreclosures.

“This phenomenon has the potential to destabilize our neighborhoods by 
reducing home values, luring squatters and vandals, and degrading the beauty 
of well-tended neighborhoods,” Smith said.

“This is more than an eyesore. As a city, we must develop new tools to 
deal with the skyrocketing number of vacant, foreclosed homes that are hurting 
the quality of life in our neighborhoods.”

The councilman's motion asks the task force to present a report to the 
council later this month.
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SIERRACANYONSCHOOL

Please Contact Us to Arrange a Visit:

Steve Burnett
(818) 882-8121, ext. 303
11052 Independence Avenue
Chatsworth, CA  91311

Now in its 30th year, Sierra Canyon recently opened 
a new state-of-the-art 7th – 12th Grade campus. 

Visit www.sierracanyonschool.org to see a 
slide show of our new academic village:

- Library and Technology Center
- Dedicated Science Wing
- Multiple visual arts classrooms for painting, sculpture, 

photography, etc
- Media Center for digital filmmaking, editing and 

animation
- Student Center as a central hub for congregating, 

studying and socializing
- Dance Studio and Black-box theater  

 -     Spacious classrooms with projection equipment and   
       wireless accessibility 

From Early Kindergarten to 12th grade, Sierra Canyon is an 
academically excellent, college preparatory school committed 
to an empowering environment in which students realize their 
greatest intellectual, creative, ethical, and physical promise.  We 
are defined by an energized, attentive, and diverse student-teacher 
culture.

- Small class size 
- Individualized attention
- Integrated curriculum
- Experienced teachers

Now seeking applicants for the 2008-2009 school year.

Los Angeles Ranks High
In Ports, Universities

Los Angeles fell out of the top 10 cities as measured by their economic 
strength, while European and Asian cities were found to have the fastest-
rising economies, according to the latest edition of an annual survey.

Between last year and this, Los Angeles fell from 10th to 17th on the 
annual Mastercard Worldwide Centers of Commerce Index.

The study ranked L.A. fourth among North American metropolises, 
behind New York, Chicago and Toronto.

A MasterCard economist said eight Asian cities are in the Top 25 list 
this year. London was found to be the most-important financial center in the 
world.

The survey also found that Los Angeles ranks second in the United 
States behind New York for the strength of its business-support services, such 
as travel options, hotels and other business-oriented activities.

Los Angeles’ airport system ranked ninth, behind five other cities, and 
its “knowledge creation and information flow” ranked third in the nation and 
10th in the world.

The number of high quality universities in the Southland was ranked 
third in the world, behind New York and Bangalore, India.

The survey ranked U.S. cities as a group 15th for economic security, 
behind such nations as Austria, Portugal and France.

On the positive side, the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach were 
ranked first in the world.

Grand Avenue The “Big” Stall?

The panel overseeing construction of the $3 billion Grand Avenue project agreed to 
extend a developers' contract for 60 days, giving city and county officials time to 
renegotiate when work will begin on the major development.

The oversight panel had been expected to push the opening of the first phase of the 
project to 2012, because Related Cos. of New York, the developer of the Frank Gehry-
designed project set to rise across from the Walt Disney Concert Hall, is having a hard 
time getting construction loans amid the real estate downturn.

Under the current contract, construction had to begin in June. By extending 
that deadline, the Grand Avenue Authority can negotiate a longer extension with the 
developer, said John Edmisten, an assistant CEO for Los Angeles County.

The authority's next meeting is scheduled for July 28. Officials “expect that there 
will be a recommendation at that time for the (joint powers authority) board to react to,” 
Edmisten said.

County Supervisor Mike Antonovich called on the Grand Avenue Authority, which 
is made up of city and county officials, to put the project out to bid again.

“The Grand Avenue Authority should reject this latest stalling tactic and re-bid the 
project. If other developers knew that they could delay the start date for 16 months, they 
would have bid the project differently and if elected officials knew that the purported 
benefits would be delayed for 16 months, they might have negotiated a deal benefiting 
taxpayers,” Antonovich said.

Construction was supposed to begin last fall.
First-phase work, including a shopping center, Oriental hotel, Equinox gym and 

two residential towers, was once scheduled to be completed in 2009.

Rx Technology
To Fight Abuses

California Attorney General Jerry Brown announced plans to update the state's 
prescription drug database so doctors and pharmacies can cut down on “doctor 

shopping” and statewide medication abuse.
Drug dealers and addicts alike collect large amounts of narcotics from multiple 

doctors, who under the current system cannot quickly review a patient's prescription 
history before giving him or her another prescription, said Gareth Lacy of the California 
Attorney General's Office.

Brown's proposed online system will give doctors and pharmacies the technology 
to quickly monitor the prescribing and dispensing of controlled medications, Lacy said.

“Every year thousands of doctors try to check their patient's prescription history 
information but California's current database is difficult to access,” Brown said.

“If California puts this information online - with real-time access - it will give 
authorized doctors and pharmacies the technology they need to fight prescription drug 
abuse which is burdening our health care system.”

The technology will also help cut down the state’s rate of prescription medication 
abuse, Brown added.

California’s current system dates from 1940 and lists approximately 86 million 
different prescription drugs dispensed in the Golden State, including morphine, Vicodin, 
Oxycodone, codeine, amphetamine and types of methadone and opium, Lacy said.

The Attorney General's Office usually receives over 60,000 requests per year from 
authorized pharmacies and doctors requesting patient prescription histories, Lacy said.

It often takes several days to process those requests - usually done over fax or 
telephone - which makes it difficult for doctors to quickly retrieve the requested 
information, Lacy explained.
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TheVilla for the Arts 

For class descriptions, schedules and photos of our studio and gardens visit our website at: 
www.thevillaforthearts.com 

or call us at   805/526-0949 

 Discover the fulfillment of artistic  
expression in clay!  

 No previous art experience necessary! 
 Morning, evening and Saturday classes 
 Kid’s clay classes, too! (8-years and up.)  
 State-of-the-art ceramic studio  
 Classes fill quickly! Sign up now! 

Conveniently located between the Simi and San Fernando valleys, “The Villa” is nestled in the rustic  
chaparral of the Santa Susana Mountains and offers students a unique experience in learning. 

FREE CLAY! 
FOR ALL FIRST-TIME  

STUDENTS 

Twice the fun! Get a 
friend to enroll and save 

$20.00 off your own 
tuition fee! 

Pottery & Sculpture Classes  
in a beautiful and relaxing environment 

LOCAL  Events

License#80732

“All Home electricAl Needs”
• All Upgrade: Panels, Circuits

• New outlets
• Recessed Lights, Ceiling Fans

• Outdoor Lighting
• Troubleshooting and Repairs

30 yeArs experieNce
Free estimAtes

(818) 970-6989   or   (805) 522-9818

Bobby Bell - 3 Sessions Left
For Baseball Camp

Youth Baseball Fundamentals is back with three more 
Summer Camp sessions, according to Head Instructor 

Bobby Bell.
 The schedule:
 Session #2: June 30 to July  3  -  $160
 Session #3: July   7 to July 11  -  $200
 Session #4: July 14 to July 18  - $200
The camp is open to all boys and girls, ages 5 to 

12, and scheduled for 9 a.m. to noon at Sierra Canyon 
School, 11052 Independence Avenue, Chatsworth.

Bell stresses proper form in fielding, throwing, 
hitting, and base running. He said “Playing baseball 
is fun when kids develop the basic fundamentals at a 
young age to have an all-around positive youth baseball 
experience.”

Bell, current head baseball coach at Sierra Canyon 
Upper School, also offers one-on-one indoor private 
hitting lessons.

For all information, contact Bell at 818-720-6258, 
or email YBF@socal.rr.com

 4th of July Spectacular

O n Friday, July 4, Shepherd of the Hills Church will 
host its annual “4th of July Spectacular.”

More than 60,000 people will enjoy festivities 
including: a spectacular fireworks show, entertainment 
for the kids, indoor musical show, favorite local food 
vendors, popular carnival treats.

This event is free to the community (excluding food 
purchases). Gates open at 4 p.m. (Subject to change). No 
alcohol, smoking, personal fireworks or animals allowed 
at this event.

The church is located at 19700 Rinaldi Street, 
Porter Ranch.

For more information, please call 818-831-9333.

K-8 Design Presentation
The Porter Ranch K-8 School is scheduled for a 

Design Development Meeting on Wednesday, July 
9, 6:30 p.m. at Germain Elementary, 20730 Germain 
Street, Chatsworth. 

This meeting will review and seek comment 
on the building placement and planned architecture 
style and will discuss the next steps in the school 
construction process. 

For more information, please call Joseph 
D. Pina  a t  LAUSD Communi ty  Out reach  a t 
(213)  893-6809. 

Movies Under the Stars 

C ouncilman Smith's Movies Under the Stars 
features a different family-friendly film screened 
at a different park in the Northwest Valley once a 

month during July, August and September. 
Bring picnics, blankets and chairs. Because this 

is a family event, alcohol, BBQs and pets are not 
allowed. Free popcorn!

 
BACK TO THe FUTURe  
Saturday, July 12 
8:00 pm  
Northridge Park
MARCH OF THe PeNGUINS 
Saturday, August 9 
8:00 pm 
Balboa Sports Center
GReASe 
Saturday, Sept. 6 
7:15 pm 
Northridge Park  

For more information, please call Councilman 
Smith's office at (818) 756-8501 or email Megan.

Cottier@lacity.org.   

PALS Golf Invitational
For the twenty-ninth consecutive year, the LAPD 

and PALS will hold a Golf Invitational to raise 
funds for a local youth center to serve at-risk kids in 
the Devonshire/Northridge area of the San Fernando 
Valley. The Invitational will be held at the Porter 
Valley Country Club on Monday, July 14, 2008 
at 10 a.m.

For further information, visit www.devonshire-
pals.org, call 818.349.1706 or email Sally Barnes at 
sallyab@sbcglobal.net.   

Chamber Plans Fall China Trip
The Greater San Fernando Valley Chamber will 

hold another tour of China from October 21-29, 
2008.  This experience is available to ALL Chamber 
Members, their friends and family for the special price 
of $1,599.00 per person. 

The 9-Day trip includes bus transportation from 
Van Nuys to LAX, round trip international airfare, 4 
or 5 star hotel stays, three meals each day, deluxe bus 
tours, English speaking tour guides, admission to all 
major tourist spots.  

For questions regarding Destination: China please 
call the Greater San Fernando Valley Chamber at 
(818) 989-0300. 

Fine Art Photography 
R ichard S. Chow, an early transplant to Los Angeles 

from the Far East and a graduate of California State 
University Northridge, will have an exhibit “Searching 
for Clarity,” through July 17 at the LACMA Art Rental 
and Sales Gallery.

For more info, visit
http://lacma.org/info/arsgExhibSched.aspx
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LOCAL  Events
Jewish Community Center

Through the efforts, dedication and support of the New North 
Valley Jewish Community Center members, the staff is in 

the process of creating some new and innovative programs. 
Those programs will be offered at varied locations throughout 
the North San Fernando Valley.

Interested in discovering what the Center has planned 
the next few months and beyond?  Email nvjcc@yahoo.com 
or call 818-360-2211 and leave a message. Center Executive 
Director Jerry Wayne will call you with more information.

Free Summer Concert 
The San Fernando Valley Cultural Center’s “Summer Concert 
Series,” will be conducted on Sundays through August 24. All 
concerts are free and are staged at Warner Center Park, right 
across the street from the Warner Center Marriott. 

This year’s entertainment is slated to be:
Friday, July 4 (evening)  – Fireworks, and L.A. Pierce
Symphonic Winds
July 13 at 6 p.m. – Howard Jones
July 20 at 6 p.m. – Beatles tribute band Ticket To Ride
July 27 at 6 p.m. – Steely Dan tribute group 
Pretzel Logic
August 3 at 6 p.m. – Malo
August 10 at 2 p.m. – B.J. Thomas, as part of the 
Winnetka Neighborhood Council Earth Day Festival
August 17 at 6 p.m. – The Knack
August 24 at 6 p.m. – Starship, starring Mickey Thomas

 
Also, guests visiting on a Saturday can enjoy the San 

Fernando Valley Cultural Center’s “Movies In The Park,” 
which will be held on Saturdays July 19- September 13.

All movies are free and are also presented at Warner 
Center Park, across the street from the Warner Center 
Marriott. Pre-shows start at 7 p.m., with screenings 
starting at dusk.

This year’s movies will be:
July 19 – Hairspray
July 26 – Willy Wonka & The Chocolate Factory
August 2 – Sleepless in Seattle
August 9 – Butch Cassidy & The Sundance Kid
August 16 – Field of Dreams
August 23 – Enchanted
September 6 – Lion King
September 13 – A Surprise Feature

NUMC Summer Camp
This summer, Northridge United Methodist Church will 
take on another Imagination Vacation where children will 
explore and appreciate the peoples and cultures of the 
world through the stories and legends they tell. 

NUMC Imagination Vacation meets Tuesday through 
Thursday, July 1-31, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  The cost is 
$30.00 per day, $15.00 for siblings.  Ages Kindergarten 
through 6th grade.  Bring a sack lunch.

For more information, phone Denise Woerner (818) 
881-9322.

FULL SERVICE OFFICE SPACE Introducing...
Our Newest Location
14500 Roscoe Blvd.
4th Floor
Panorama City, CA 91402

CALL NOW 
TO SCHEDULE A TOUR

Promo Code: PPAN0608 

One Month 
FREE RENT*

with a one-year 
agreement

*some restrictions apply

■ Short or Long Term Agreements
■ Private Offices
■ High Speed T-1 Internet Access
■ Personalized Telephone Answering
■ Secretarial Services/Copiers/Faxes
■ Use of Over 600 Conference 

Rooms Worldwide

■ Convenient Locations
■ Business Identity Packages 

starting at $95/month
■ Online Federal & State

Law Library
■ 47 Locations in California,

Texas and Washington

1-877-MY-SUITE (877-697-8483)
www.pbcenters.com

Starting at $300/month
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FASCINATED BY A TREE 
By Norman Molesko, Valley Voice resident Poet

                       
From the upstairs bedroom window,
I became fascinated with a leafy tree,
Standing there upright, tall and proud,
With its natural beauty well-endowed.
The formation of the foliage took on
A symmetrical tear-drop silhouette,
From the base of the leaves to its crown, 
As I peered from bottom-up and top-down.
With sunlight shining from behind the tree,
A large middle area of the many leaves
Appeared as a shaded and darker green.
Lighter and brighter greens edged the tree.
When gusts of wind began to blow and
The foliage on the tree became energized,
I was enthralled by the gorgeous views 
Of the swaying, fluttering and glowing leaves.

Chatsworth Public Library Events 
21052 Devonshire St., Chatsworth

Wednesday July 2, 2:00 p.m.
Summer Reading Club Pirate Party
Little pirates are invited to hear stories, play games 
and do crafts in this fun, free program. Be here or 
walk the plank!
Tuesday July 8, 2:00 p.m.
Summer Reading Club Transportation Party
Walk, bike or drive, but make sure you get to the
library to hear transportation stories. Games
and crafts will follow.
Saturday July 12, 2:00 p.m.
Joey Magic
This fun magic show is free for the whole family!
Tuesday July 15, 2:00 p.m.
Summer Reading Club Monkey Party
All little monkeys should hang around in the library
if they want to hear stories, play games and do crafts.
Tuesday July 22, 2:00 p.m.
Summer Reading Club Magic Party
Feel free to magically appear at the library to hear
stories and make crafts.
Saturday July 26, 2:00 p.m.
Magic of Allen Oshiro
Come see this extraordinary magic show with live
animals! This magic castle magician will perform
for free.
Tuesday July 29, 2:00 p.m.
Club Dinosaur Party
Stomp your way into the library for this fun
Dinosaur Story Time. Hear stories, do crafts
and play games.
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Goodness and Greatness
By Eugene Curry

Remember?

Thirty-nine years ago to the month, Neil 
Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin brought 
the Apollo 11 mission to its climax.  On July 

20, 1969 two people, after traveling hundreds of 
thousands of miles, climbed out of a cramped multi-
billion dollar box and walked on the moon.  The 
moon!  Roughly five hundred million people watched 
as this pair of Americans achieved one of the most 
significant propaganda victories of the Cold War, 
affirming the superiority of the free world over against 
its authoritarian enemies.

But as amazing as the moon landing was in terms 
of its political value, its most enduring legacy is a more 
general one: Apollo 11 bears witness to the power of 
human ability. The achievement was so overwhelming, 
so mythical in scope, that it clearly indicated that 
mankind, given enough money, technology, and will, 
can do virtually anything.  As God is said to have 
remarked at Babel, “nothing they plan to do will be 
impossible for them.”

This limitless horizon of possibility has filled 
many with a sense of optimism, and with cause.  Our 
march from the Stone Age to the modern day has 
been attended by meaningful advances in the human 
condition.  Each year it seems that new medicines are 
developed, new communication arrays are installed, 
and more efficient agricultural techniques are unveiled 
making disease, isolation, and starvation ever more 
distant realities.

At the same time, though, the progress of human 
power has had a darker side as well.  The very same 

theoretical and technological advances that have given us 
more cures, communications and corn have also given us 
germ-warfare, online child pornography, and the Holocaust. 
Thus, while our advances may fill us with hope, our hopes 
must be tempered with realism.  

T.S. Eliot once wrote that modern people occupy 
themselves “dreaming of systems so perfect that no one will 
need to be good.”  Sadly, these dreams must forever remain 
exactly that—mere dreams.  For as history has shown, 
advances of all sorts are ambiguous things; great power 
can be used both for great good and for great evil; it’s up to 
the actor to decide which.  Thus goodness will always be a 
needful thing.

 This sobering truth—power’s inherent ambiguity—
ought to cause us to examine our own lives then.  Is the world a 
better place because of us?  Are we using our ever-increasing 
wealth, talents, and influence to improve our communities?  
Or are we just using our fellow men and women as so much 
“raw material” for the satisfaction of our own selfish and 
destructive desires?  Put simply, are we good?  

A prophet once said, “the eyes of the LORD range 
throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 
committed to him.” (2 Chronicles 16:9)  Now, commitment 
to the Lord involves a number of things, but a commitment to 
righteousness, to goodness, is among them.  Let’s then keep 
this synergistic relationship between goodness and greatness 
in mind—both when we advance personally in some fashion 
and, perhaps, when we simply want to.

Eugene Curry is the Senior Pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Granada Hills.

;;
;

Remember when she answered your cries with a loving embrace?
Remember when she spent sleepless hours so you could rest peacefully?
Remember when she soothed your sorrows and shared your joys?
Remember when she was the one who loved you unconditionally?
Remember when she told you everything would be all right?
Remember when you realized that without her, your best friend, everything wouldn’t be all right?
I miss you, Mom.
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Let’s Tell It
Like It Really Is

By Duncan Bleek, Valley Voice Contributor

Hello everyone. I’m back from 
the reaches of the universe.

I want to tell you about a great guitar player 
whom I‘ve known for some time – Guitar Shorty. He’s 
signed with Alligator Records and he’s Jimi Hendrix’ 
brother-in-law. It was a great show, very professional. 
He was voted 2006 Blues Guitar Player of the Year. 
He told me that he now lives in Houston, plays a lot in 
Europe and around the world, but finds his way back to 
Los Angeles every three months or so. Look for him to 
be in town and go see him! Terrific show.

I heard a wonderful R & B singer – Courtney 
Randall. She sounds like a cross between Aretha 
Franklin and Donna Summer. Her backing was good, 
and the entire show was well worth seeing. Look for 
her as well!

Finally, there’s a new club in the Reseda/
Northridge area called 60’s-25. It’s very similar to a club 
in Encino called The Sugar Mill. Packed with people 
who are a bit older than baby boomers. Unfortunately 
the acts that are booked there are not good at all. I 
heard a band called Generation Gap – quite mediocre 
at best. Terrible neighborhood. But the bar is nice….if 
it was on Ventura Blvd., or Sunset Blvd.

Signing off for now,
Duncan Bleek, The voice for good entertainment

Smith Advances
Gang Motions

Five proposals intended to reduce the number of 
crimes committed by gang members and criminals 
who use guns were vetted by a Los Angeles City 

Council committee and forwarded to the City Attorney's 
Office for review.

The proposals, which were announced by Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa and police Chief William Bratton 
last month, are part of an ongoing partnership between 
local and federal law enforcement agencies to crack down 
on gang- and gun-related violence.

The motions, introduced by Councilmen Greig Smith 
and Jack Weiss, call for:

- seizing vehicles used in gang-related crimes;
- amending the city's eviction law to include
 weapons and ammunition;
- banning the possession of 50 caliber ammunition;
- requiring the licensing of ammunition vendors; and
- requiring face-to-face ammunition sales to prevent 
 city residents from purchasing bullets over the  

 Internet.
“My hope is that ... requiring the face-to-face sale of 

bullets ... will cut down on the ability to do that (over the 
Internet), just like when states banned the import of wine 
from out-of-state,” said Weiss, chair of the Public Safety 
Committee.

The City Attorney's Office is expected to present 
drafts of each ordinance to the Public Safety Committee 
this month.

In 2007, 306 of 394 homicide victims in the city of 
Los Angeles were killed with a firearm, and another 1,895 
Angelenos were shot but survived.

The Los Angeles Police Department estimates that 93 
percent of gang-related murders are committed with a gun. 
 

Cell Phones

Holding cell phones while driving will be 
against the law in California beginning July 1, 
authorities reminded Southlanders.

“According to some estimates, getting drivers’ 
hands off the cell phones and onto the steering wheel 
will save almost 300 lives a year in California,” Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger said.

Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee Baca shared his 
concerns about the dangers of using a hand-held cell 
phone while driving.

Starting July 1, it will be illegal for motorists to use a 
hand-held cell phone, and drivers under 18 won't be allowed 
to use cell phones or any other electronic devices.

However, motorists can still use a hand-held cell 
phone or other mobile device in an emergency.

Similar laws are on the books in New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut.



“Dear Teacher is looking forward to hearing from you.
dearteacher@verizon.net  or

     Dear Teacher - P.O. Box 7011 - Mission Hills, CA 91346-7011

Dear Teacher
A Listening Ear; A Listening Heart

By Sandy Ojeda, Valley Voice Education Editor

editor’s Note: 
“Dear Teacher” is finally a way for students, 
parents, and teachers to express their concerns, 
ask questions, and seek problem resolution 

regarding issues facing us in the educational arena.
E-mail or snail mail “Dear Teacher” and all correspondence will be 
answered.  Some will  actually be published in this newspaper.

Worthwhile Web - www.yahooligans.com 

 “Some people are always grumbling because roses have thorns; I am 
thankful that thorns have roses.”  Alphonse Karr

11167 Tampa Ave 
Porter Ranch, CA 91326 

Tampa & Rinaldi (next to Facey)  
www.PorterRanchPharmacy.com 

Free Delivery       818-360-1915
Porter Ranch Pharmacy 

25% off 
Soaps, Lotions & 
Candles with this 

coupon

The Healing Power of Self-ishness
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Dear Teacher - In the fifth grade class I teach, we’ve been studying the U.S. I will also be teaching 5th 
grade next year.  Can you suggest a good reproducible book to help my students get a better, clearer 
understanding of U.S. history?       A.D., 5th Grade Teacher
Dear A.D. -  I definitely can.  The publishers, Steck-Vaughn, have two wonderful books.  There are two 
versions. One has an easier reading level.  The titles are, “America’s History, books 1 and 2.”

Dear Teacher - I’m in 10th grade at a Charter High School.  I know I need to get involved outside of school.  
Colleges want to see that.  Do you know of any websites that might direct me?  D.M., 10th Grade
Dear D.M. - I actually know of two websites that might be helpful.  www.dosomething.org lists 
opportunities for teenagers, and  www.usafreedomcorps.gov helps find volunteer opportunities according to 
your zip code.  I hope those help.

Dear Teacher - I’m a parent of an elementary school son.  When they have parent conferences, I wish they 
would try to have evening conferences.   R.D.C., parent
Dear R.D.C. - Many schools set aside one evening for conferences.  Talk to your principal about doing 
that.  There are probably other parents who would also like the idea.

Dear Teacher - I’m in the 9th grade, and someone asked me if my school sends lots of kids to good 
colleges. How do I find out?    N.T.B., 9th Grade
Dear N.T.B. - Your school can actually give you that information.  They will be happy to tell you how 
many of their graduates go on to college, and to which colleges they go.  High schools love to be able 
to say that many of their students attend college, and they absolutely love to say that many go on to 
prestigious schools.

Laina Treuhaft
  

Laina Treuhaft

M

Laina TreuhaftBy Laina Treuhaft, Valley Voice Contributor

Gone Fishing
I magine you were to walk past a table of girls all huddled around each other, all leaning in 

consoling one of the girls in particular.  You get closer and you see the one that is getting 
her back rubbed in a circular ‘it’s OK’ type motion is crying.  Tears from what you can 

assume is her latest breakup because as you get closer you hear the words, “Don’t worry there 
are plenty of fish in the sea.” 

Are these words that get so easily spouted off coming from the same mouths of people 
that chant, “It’s a Small World”?  Because surely these bright and intelligent people have 
put two and two together and realized that if indeed it is such a small world, then that would 
equate to there NOT really being that many so called ‘fish in the sea’.  

As I get older and go through rounds of dating, or dating disasters as some might call 
them, I learn that more and more the seas seem to be drying up.  I mean we are going through 
global warming are we not?  So then maybe it is possible that there is some global phenomenon 
affecting these great ‘dating seas’ of people to choose from?  This could also explain why 
people settle so often for partners that they clearly have so many issues with.  Why else would 
people stay so long with others they are just not getting what they want out of the relationship 
with?  Maybe these same ‘settlers’ remember all to well about the drought going on and 

feel more secure with their guppies and mollies at home.  
I know that there have been times I have gone fishing, 
of course back before I was a paying member of PETA, 
and I didn’t catch a single fish.  I had my bait on my line 
and sat for hours with out a single tug.  Waiting patiently, 
sitting ever so still and occasionally recasting my line out.  
Still with not a bite at the end of the day.  So I think it is a 
possibility that ‘fishing’ might not be as easy as let’s say 
Ben Jonson points out for the residents of Penshurst.  Not 
all fat aged carps run into thy net.  

But maybe fishing is like any other sport.  Those who work the hardest and wade 
through all the trials and tribulation reap the bigger rewards.  So we can sit back and 
let the other people settle with their guppies.  It might be a pain in the ass, and I might 
need to put up a fight but I’ll keep fishing.   As well should you.  There might not be 
an abundance of good catches in the sea; and it might be a small world, but its one 
covered with 71% water and there’s bound to be a couple blue fin tunas out there. 

The Healing Power of Self-ishness
By Liane Caryl, M.D., Valley Voice Contributor

W hat have you done for yourself lately?
 Even doing something as simple like just sitting still and 
enjoying a sunset is important if it recharges your spirit. 

Taking care of yourself is self-ish, not selfish. If you are burned-
out and have no energy to even meet your own needs, how will you 
be able to serve others. The people who need to be more self-ish are 
usually the ones who put themselves last. I know this from first-hand 
experience.

Caregivers, one-person business owners, high achieving 
executives, people who are perfectionistic and have workaholic 
tendencies, parents – especially single parents - are examples of folks so busy taking 
care of and doing for others that by the end of their work day (which can go 12 - 18 
hours easily) they are so exhausted they only have enough energy to think about getting 
just minimum sleep so they can get up in the morning and repeat the process. 

There are people who are so busy they forget to eat, or they are constantly eating 
“to go”. In-and-Out Burger knows us well because if you go through the drive-through, 
you are asked if you will be eating in the car. Then they package it for you to do just that 

with ease. Of course I’m eating in the car – I drive an average of 25,000 
miles a year.

I know one small business owner who developed a hernia right before 
a business trip. Being unable to find a doctor who would do immediate 
surgery, he took off on his trip in pain. He had an irate client and didn’t 
want to cancel or reschedule his trip. 

No one needs to be so busy that their physical and/or mental health is 
in jeopardy. Make a daily appointment with yourself and write it into your 
appointment book. That will be your time to do what you want or need to 
do to heal your spirit, be it working out, surfing the web, couch potato-ing, 
gardening, shopping, etc. Say “no” to requests that do not entail life-or-
death decisions that will take time away from more immediate concerns. 

Take on one less client. Stop trying to please other people and spend more time 
pleasing yourself. 

Believe the adage that “Less is more.” By being less busy, you and your 
business will both enjoy more health. I’m turning down invitations and offers to 
do things that require more driving and getting reacquainted with my own couch. 

If someone calls you selfish, say, “No, I’m self-ish….and I feel great.” 

Doctors orders.                       © www.doctorzorderz.com
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 West Coast Rush 

Cheerleading & Dance All Stars

New Season Try-outs 
May 10th!!!

N0 Experience Required
Everyone Welcome

www.westcoastrush.com 
Do you want to become a 

Cheerleader?
We can show you how!!!

WE ALSO OFFER
* Cheer tumbling
* Private Classes available
* Cheerleading Scholarship 
   Assitance for graduating seniors 
* Hip Hop Dance
* Adult fitness
* All ages welcome

Great way to get fit
   while having fun and building confidence

Now Introduces

•Doctor Supervised •Extraordinarily Clean
•Large Heated/Air Conditioned Runs and Suites

•Gated Off-Leash Play Area •Heated Floors

21418 Devonshire    Chatsworth 91311
341-7770

www.chatvet.com

Pampered Boarding 
Under a Doctor’s Watchful Eye

KNOWN FOR ADVANCED

MEDICINE & EXCEPTIONAL

PATIENT CARE & CLIENT SERVICE

OPEN 7 DAYS & HOLIDAYS

Alyson Stoner
By Shweta Saraswat, Valley Voice Reporter

Once a simple girl from Ohio, Alyson Stoner has made a new life 
for herself in the entertainment world, a field she never thought 
she’d enter. Now, with her new TV movie out, the fourteen-

year-old actress and dancer reflects on her experiences as a working 
girl.

“I didn’t ever imagine myself as an actress at all,” said 
Stoner, who presently lives in Valencia. “ I had no interest in 
the entertainment business; being from Ohio, that was a whole 

other world.”
A born performer, 

Stoner has been learning 
dance since the age of 

three and has performed 
several times since. After 

filming a few commercials 
Stoner moved to California in 2000 
“to pursue an interest that slowly 
developed over time.”

“Once I started getting into it 
and saw all the different methods of 

acting and different characters that I 
could portray, I started loving it more and 

more by the day,” said Stoner. “It developed 
into a passion and now I really can’t  see 

myself doing anything else.”
After dancing in various music videos for artists such as Eminem 

and Missy Elliott and 
appearing in films 

including 2003’s 
Cheaper by the Dozen, 

Stoner now voices the 
character of Isabella 

on Phineas and Ferb, 
a Disney Channel 

animated series. In the TV 
musical Camp Rock, which will premiere on June 20, 

Stoner plays a an aspiring music producer who befriends a shy 
newcomer.

Among Stoner’s future projects include an instructional dance 
DVD, a new dance shoe and a starring role in Alice Upside Down, a 

film which Stoner says “follows the tween years-- all the humiliations, 
all the embarrassments and also all the empowering feelings of growing up.”

Though she works 60 hours a week in addition to her dance training, vocal 
lessons and other studies, Stoner finds time for her hobbies.

“I love sports, especially basketball,” said Stoner, who played for Chatsworth 
Hills Academy before beginning homeschooling. “Not so much watching, but 
playing—I love to be interactive on the court.”

Despite her busy schedule, Stoner wouldn’t trade what she does for the world.
“They say there’s no rest, and there’s no breaks, but if you enjoy what you’re 

doing it’s not a job, it’s more of a passion,” said Stoner. “I’m working with amazing 
actors and directors and doing what I want to do, and what I want to do for the rest 
of my life. I’m living my dream.”

Unpaid License Fees “Going to the Dogs”

T
he failure to license and renew the licenses of hundreds of thousands of dogs in the city 
of Los Angeles has cost its Animal Services department millions of dollars in revenue, 
according to an audit.

City Controller Laura Chick's audit found the department did not make dog licenses a 
priority, even though fees collected from those licenses made up more than 70 percent of its 
revenue in fiscal year 2007-08.

“I really do question how this is not a priority of the department. Increasing the number of 
licenses would boost needed revenue, and we feel that it would boost the department's mission 
overall,” Chick said.

There are an estimated 400,000 to 800,000 dogs in the city of Los Angeles, but only 
123,000 are licensed, the audit found. The city requires that all canines at least 4 months old be 
licensed. The license is valid only as long as the dog's rabies vaccination is effective.

About 72 percent of dog owners renewed their pets' licenses in fiscal year 2005-06. The 
next year, that figure dropped to 68 percent, and in the first part of fiscal year 2007-08, only 64 
percent of pet owners renewed. The failure to follow up on those renewals cost the department 
about $2 million, the audit found.

A license is $15 a year for spayed or neutered canines, and $100 for unaltered dogs.


