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Valley Holding Tax Bag Again?

Grand Avenue: Public “Down
Payment” Could Reach $100 Million
by Michael D. Antonovich, Los Angeles County Supervisor

Special to the Valley Voice

D

evelopers of the Grand Avenue Project in the City
of Los Angeles’ Civic Center are now attempting
to build a $2 billion dollar hotel-retail-condo — not
on their own dime but on yours. It is the taxpayers of Los
Angeles County who will subsidize downtown luxury hotel
guests at $400+ per night.
Not long ago, we were promised that this project would
be built without taxpayer subsidies. Now, in addition to a deal
on the city and county land the project will be built on, the
developer, the Related Cos., of New York, wants tax breaks
that could reach $66 million over 20 years for the first phase
of construction. And the company admits that it is likely to
come back for more subsidies for the second and third phases.
That’s in addition to another $30 million in “public assistance”
from the Community Redevelopment and the county — for a
total public “down payment” of nearly $100 million.
Two years ago, the county retained economist Allan
Kotin, who stated that “the project is definitely not a revenuemaximizing plan for the landowner [the tax-payers].” Given
the state of the real estate market today, with decreased
demand and increased construction costs, that statement
resonates even louder. If the project was a good investment
it would attract more private capital and no subsidy would be
required.
Proponents of Grand Avenue — which will cover 16
acres extending south from Grand Avenue along First Street,
and include a $185 million hotel; 449,000 square feet of
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retail; up to 681,000 square feet of office space; roughly 2.5
million square feet of high-rise residential units; along with
an improved civic center park — contend that the project
will be the new economic engine for downtown L.A.
Another supposed benefit of the Grand Avenue Project
— the improved civic park running from the Music Center
to City Hall — will be paid for out of $50 million worth
of deferred rental fees on the public land beneath the
commercial Grand Avenue buildings.
Then there is the matter of whether Grand Avenue will
be the economic engine we’ve been promised. We’ve heard
these same arguments during the debate over the L.A. Live
project adjacent to the downtown Staples Center, which
also includes ground-floor retail, luxury condos, and highend hotel rooms and massive subsidies.
It’s crucial that the residents of Los Angeles County
understand that Grand Avenue comes with tradeoffs. If
tomorrow we sold just the county land underlying the
development , conservative estimates indicate that it would
bring in nearly $100 million.
I believe that development of county- and city-owned
property should be a taxpayer-driven process rather than
developer-driven, and that the majority of the benefits from
that process should accrue to residents, not the out of state
developer. While some of the goals of the Grand Avenue
Project are laudable, there remain more questions than
answers. This isn’t right.
(see editorial, page 2)
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EDITORIALS
What’s Valley’s “Tab”
News Item: L.A. County has 28%
For Grand Avenue Project? of State’s Population - Gets 12% of

S

upervisor Mike Antonovich, whose district covers parts of the San Fernando
Valley, was the only dissenting vote, including all of the L.A. City Council
Members, on the recently approved Grand Ave. Project downtown. (see
page 1)
This is a development on a “grand” scale - $2.05 billion on 16 acres, with a
$185 million hotel, retail, offices, high-rise residential units, plus a park.
Another supervisor, Gloria Molina, called its approval “historic.” Billionaire
philanthropist Eli Broad calls the project “a win-win for everybody.” Los Angeles
Area Chamber of Commerce calls it “a significant project that signals a surge in
economic stability that we can all be proud of.”
Our own Councilman Greig Smith sees it as a great growth opportunity
for L.A., “creating many new jobs, more revenues for the city, a project in
which everyone shares, and raises the ‘quality’ level for our entire area.” He did
however add that future requests for more financial assistance would be more
carefully studied.
Even the ‘downtown’ Los Angeles Times supports the plan, but with $66 million
already sought in free public land, and hotel and parking rebates, it states “that’s a
significant number for a project initially advertised as requiring no public help…”
But since developers have a long history of coming back for more and
more, in this case, possibly up to $200 million in “corporate welfare,” who will
pick up much of the bill? The taxpayers! With a good chunk falling on the San
Fernando Valley.
There’s more! Add almost another $300 million dollars for the public’s
“contribution” to L.A Live, planned for the Staples area. When the developers
keep coming back to the public for money, it’s usually followed by assurances it
will all “pay off” for everyone. How?

Most disturbing are the cut backs in police
protection, which has resulted in more street
crime, and tens of thousands of young men and
women joining local gangs.
This $500 million dollars has to come from somewhere, and it almost
always results in reduced funds for police protection, housing, transportation,
libraries, and for repairing and improving freeways and neighborhood streets.
Most disturbing are the cut backs in police protection, which has resulted in more
street crime, and tens of thousands of young men and women joining local gangs.
Should the city of Los Angeles sacrifice public safety or salaries of its
employees who provide these vital services?
	If the developer hopes to gross over $200 million in condominium sales,
which are attached to the luxury hotel, are we not as tax payers, giving a “gift”,
a subsidy, by waiving hotel fees and charges?
With the hotel planning to charge $500 to $2000 per night, does it need our
subsidies? As pure profit centers from the hotel and condos, are we providing
“illegal” gifts of public funds, or credit, to the developers?
The loans, public improvements, tax rebates and waiver and revenues affect
the city’s general fund, and many services, including police, will be impacted
city-wide, especially in the Valley. To some degree, taxes or fees will have to
increase as a result of these tax breaks.
The active citizens’ “watchdog” group, Valley Vote, has not wavered from
its opposition. Its president, Joe Vitti, made their position clear: “We oppose the
use of any City of Los Angeles tax payer funds, including waiver of room tax, or
any other tax or fee, for the purpose of financing a hotel, anywhere in the city.”
Christopher Sutton, attorney for the downtown Westin Bonaventure, argued
that tax breaks are “not needed and are based on a fraudulent study.”
What do you think?

C

Chick Considering
2009 Council Race

ity Controller Laura Chick recently announced that she is
considering running for a City Council seat – in 2009! And it
won’t be for her old seat in the 3rd District of the West Valley, now
held by Dennis Zine.
Due to term limits, she is scheduled out of office in two years, and
has set sight on the City’s Westside’s 5th District.
With her announcement comes the usual labeling of a “carpetbagger,”
as she currently resides in Silver Lake.
We support her response to these charges to the Los Angeles Times,
“That what voters care about is finding a person who is going to represent
them and fight for what they care about, and someone whom they trust.”
Looking at Chick’s record with eight years on the council, and six
as controller, we can’t think of a more honest and hardworking official
serving our city.
Good luck, Laura!
March, 2007

Highway Funds

"Hung up" on the 405

Neighborhood Councils:
A Long Road Ahead

		

The Los Angeles City Council has directed the Board of Neighborhood
Commissions to submit a series of status reports on the city’s system of 86
Neighborhood Councils.
Each Neighborhood Council will submit a report detailing the progress and
challenges the panel faces, including relationships with the City Council and the
city’s Department of Neighborhood Empowerment.
``Lets use this as an opportunity ... to get good information for them
and how we proceed in the future to give more empowerment to Neighborhood
Councils,’’ said Councilwoman Janice Hahn, who introduced the motion asking
for the reports.
Amendments to the City Charter, approved in 1999, established the
Neighborhood Councils as a way for residents to have more influence in city
government.
Last June, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and the City Council selected
a 29-member commission charged with evaluating the effectiveness of the
Neighborhood Council system.
Heading that commission is Raphael Sorenshein, who states “the
commissioners are clearly up to the task to help the system realize its potential.”
He listed the daunting tasks ahead as:
What should be the legal form of Neighborhood Councils? Should they be
agencies, or some other form?
What powers should Neighborhood Councils have?
What expectations should there be about outreach and diversity in
Neighborhood Councils?
How should elections be organized for Neighborhood Councils? Should
additional selection methods be explored?
What should be the governance structure of the system of Neighborhood
Councils? What should be the roles of other city departments and officials?
What can the city do to facilitate the success of the Neighborhood
Councils?

W

SF Valley, LA Won’t
Mi$$ NFL Football

hen local sportswriters escaped to Florida for the Super Bowl, many
sought out Commissioner Roger Goodell, hoping to hear that pro football
might be returning to Los Angeles. Almost an hour into the interview, he
hadn’t answered the question.
While “hoping for a solution,” he finally answered and came to the point:
“We’ve survived quite well without Los Angeles. Los Angeles has survived quite
well without the NFL.” Amen! No way are taxpayers going to contribute hundreds
of millions to billionaire owners.
It’s time to end the “wake,” and finally “bury” over 10 years of fruitless, timewasting negotiations!
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 Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,

Valley Voice Mission Statement: “…there are many valleys but
there is only one Valley.”

	I am writing in response to your editorial in the January, 2007 issue of
Valley Voice, “Are We All Clear About City Council’s Wage Law at LAX?”
about Proposition R, which extended L.A. City Councilmembers’ term limits and
True, but the Valley is treated like a stepchild as far as foreign movies
tightened rules on lobbying.
are concerned. Out of ten movies shown in Beverly Hills and Santa Monica,
You wrote that “a majority approved it (Proposition R), thinking we were finally maybe four will make it to the Valley. Deplorable!
placing controls on local lobbyists. What happened? The City Council extended
Also, most of the better restaurants are not in the valley.
‘term limits’ to another four years. Lobbyists? Nothing has, or will change!”
That is inaccurate. The ordinance actually does place several controls on
Sincerely,
lobbyists. The ordinance reads that it will “restrict lobbyists from making campaign
Henry Brunell, Chatsworth
contributions, gifts and becoming commissioners; revise lobbyist registration Dear Editor,
thresholds; require contractors certify compliance with lobbying laws; extend
The two Radomski cartoons were very touching.
elected officials’ post-employment restrictions; require ethics training; and revise
requirements for independent expenditures and campaign communications.”
		
Kathleen Slaton
	I don’t claim that this is a silver bullet that will solve all problems associated 			
Dear Editor,
with unethical lobbying in City government, but it is progress and is written into
law.
Great to hear about your newspaper. Best of luck.
- GREIG SMITH, Councilman, Twelfth District
					
Gary Perkovac, Burbank		

Q & A in the Valley
By Rachel Harder Reiter

Q
A

What do you think of
providing tax breaks for the
developers of the downtown
Grand Avenue Project?

“I don’t know what the long term
effect will be, but we definitely
need more police.”
-Diane Pascolla, Northridge

ANNUITIES

Looking for a guaranteed rate of return1 on your investment?

MassMutual Odyssey PlusSM
A flexible pemium deferred fixed annuity
designed for conservative investors looking for
guarantees and future income.

First Year Rates Effective February 1, 2007

“I am very perturbed about our roads
and freeways. Our streets are not taken care
of.”
- Joseph Pascolla, Northridge
“People tend to be all about ‘me.’ We also
need for people to be employed so we don’t
have to be paying for welfare.”
- Robin, Northridge

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

“I think it is a bad idea. They will be moving
the homeless all over the suburbs. They
move the problem from one place to another.
Money should be used to fighting the gangs.”
-Kathleen Cherritt, Santa Clarita
“It’s a great idea. We are a growing city.
We like things that are new and modern
– places for young people like me to go to.”
- Mike Rogers, Northridge
“I don’t like any politicians. They are all
‘creeps.’ They sign everything but they
don’t do a thing.”
-Nickolas Costadinidis, Van Nuys
“We are all a community. We should ‘give
and take.’ If we lose for example 2 patrol
men but will pick up business, in the long
run, it is okay.” In every project, someone
has to give up something.”
- Juan Sandoval, North Hollywood
“It will fix-up downtown – change
the atmosphere. I have worked in the
downtown area and my customers who still
work there are excited about the idea. The
Valley though needs more police. I have
been hit by a burglary last year and this
shopping center has break-ins at least once
a month”
-Marco, Business Owner, Granada Hills.
March, 2007
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Guaranteed Rates2
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Guaranteed Return of Principal

* Each purchase payment will receive a specific interest rate guaranteed for two years and determined at the time of the purchase payment.
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You can’t predict. You can prepare.®

Financial Consultant
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Shepherd of the Hills Church

The Coach Who Loved God
by Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford

W

hile I enjoy the esteemed privilege of
coaching “The Suns,” a girls basketball
team for Mason Park, the coach to whom
I am referring is one that is far more noteworthy.
Coach Tony Dungy of the Indianapolis Colts is a man
recognized around the world for his team’s victory
in this year’s Super Bowl XLI. According to USA
Today, 93.2 million fans tuned in to watch the Super
Bowl this year, making it the second-most watched
game and the third-most watched telecast—ever!
More than his coaching expertise or knowledge of
the game, Tony Dungy’s way of life is an example
from which I believe all of us could learn.
	In his acceptance of the Vince Lombardi trophy,
Coach Dungy humbly stated, “I’m proud to be
representing African American coaches; to be the
first African American to win this. It means an awful
lot to our country. But again, more than anything, I’ve
said it before, Lovie Smith and I [are] not only the
first two African Americans, but Christian coaches,
showing that you can win doing it the Lord’s way,
and we’re more proud of that.”
For some, the “Lord’s way” to which Tony
Dungy is referring may not be familiar or clear. Yet
I believe its meaning is elucidated well by a few life
lessons from this fine coach through the following
four illustrations:
The first step in the Lord’s way (or, living with
Jesus as your Lord) is to Love Him more than anything
else in the world. Coach Dungy demonstrates this
clearly during several speeches after the Super
Bowl as he chose to use his spotlight to point to
God rather than himself. More than the fame, more
than the victory, more than his identity as an African
American, Dungy states that “more than anything”

he is “more proud” of having the opportunity to show
that doing his job while living out his faith can also
lead to victory. What is most important to you? While
we may not be famous, or our jobs as high profile or
demanding, or our achievements or goals as lofty, are
we living in such a way that who or what we love
most is of highest importance, and can be recognized
by others as such?
The second characteristic of following the Lord’s
way is obeying what He asks of you. In a sporting
event notorious for surrounding circumstances
including an athlete’s arrest for illicit behavior, another
player’s tragic overdose, and an infamous “wardrobe

“...the NFL is known for its violence,
toughness, and foul language. Both
Coach Dungy and Coach Smith
refuse to curse, and they honor God
by leading their teams in prayer
before each game.
malfunction,” moral values are not typically on the
frontline of the Super Bowl. Similarly, the NFL is
known for its violence, toughness, and foul language.
Both Coach Dungy and Coach Smith refuse to curse,
and they honor God by leading their teams in prayer
before each game. They “do things the Lord’s way”
by their commitment to their beliefs and obeying
what God commands. In our own daily lives, how
often are we asked to compromise our own values or
beliefs to fit in, get ahead, or earn a little more?
(As an important aside I would be remiss to

fail to address, you may be asking, “How do I know
what God wants me to do?” God the Father desires
to have a personal relationship with you through His
Son Jesus Christ, and, as in any healthy relationship,
He wants to communicate with you. I could write an
entire book on the subject, but thankfully there is One
who already has! God’s word, the Bible, has been
called “Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth” and
“a love letter to you from God.” It is one way the
Lord speaks to us; another is through prayer.)
Third, Tony Dungy is a shining example of
reflecting the character of Jesus Christ in his life.
Along with his love for and obedience to God, Dungy
reflects a joy and hope that is not often apparent in
our world today. On December 22, 2005, Tony, his
wife Lauren, and their four children experienced an
indescribable and tragic loss. James, the Dungys’
oldest son, committed suicide in his apartment in
Florida. He was 18. As a father of three, with a son
who is nearly the same age, I cannot even imagine the
depths of that family’s sorrow. Yet Dungy’s faith saw
him even through this, the toughest of life’s storms.
ESPN described Dungy’s coping with his son’s death
as follows: ”Dungy, a devout Christian, believes no
matter what happens that all things work together
for good for those who love the Lord.” (This truth
is found in Romans 8:28.) ESPN further describes
Dungy reflecting his faith to those around him, as he
was able to comfort and support fellow athletes Corey
Simon, Gary Brackett, and Warrick Dunn when they
later suffered personal losses.
Buccaneer quarterback Trent Dilfer, who also
lost his son, five-year-old Trevin, to heart disease,
explains that he and Dungy are able to experience
peace despite their pain; a peace “paraphrasing a
(Continued from page 8)

Startling Research Unearthed After 80 Years
Validates Latest Health Craze

T

he U.S. spends more money on health care than the
other 50 largest countries in the world combined, yet
we are ranked 37th in health. Despite this alarming state
of affairs, there is an enormous healing revolution occurring.
The current breakthroughs of extraordinary health recovery
are heavily supported by research done nearly 80 years ago.
You are now the beneficiary of what has, until now, been the
world’s best-kept health secret.

I saw this on a marquee several years ago, and it really made
sense. The dental profession has done such a great job teaching
us that, if we don’t maintain proper dental hygiene, it can lead to
gingivitis, cavities and worse. That’s why most people you know
brush and floss their teeth every day and have regularly scheduled
visits with their dentist. But, while poor dental hygiene might
leave you with a set of false teeth,
it won’t kill you.

“One Hundred Percent of the Diseased Organs can be
Traced Back to a Misaligned and Deteriorated Area of the
Spine”

On the other hand, your spine and
nervous system are a completely
different story. You can’t replace
either one of them.

In performing more than 200 autopsies, pathologist Dr. Henry
Winsor discovered that the organs determined to have failed
(and were, therefore, named as the cause of death) actually had
something in common. In each and every case, the nerve that
supplied the diseased organ was traced back to a misaligned
and deteriorated area of the spine. In other words, he showed
that the health of the nerve supply to organs determines the
health of the organs themselves! The nerve system is the
master system of the body – it controls and regulates
every function in your body. Spinal mis- alignment can
cause an interference within the nerve system (a condition
known as subluxation). If left undetected, subluxation can
lead to dysfunction.
Let me introduce myself. My name is Dr. Joseph Chun, and
my purpose in practice is to educate and adjust the families
of Chatsworth and the surround- ing areas back to optimal
health and wellness using a completely unique and natural
approach.
When the body begins to experience abnormal functions like
asthma, allergies, chronic pain, fatigue or lowered immunity,
we must first be suspicious of some kind of nerve system
interruption. The problem is this: You weren’t taught to think
that way.
If Your Spine was on Your Face, You’d Take Better Care
of It!...

March, 2007

If your spine and nervous system
stop working, so do you!
Therefore, if your spine was on
your face (in other words, part
of your daily consciousness),
you would take better care of it. Until recently, body and organ
problems haven’t been thought to be “spine” problems. Today,
millions of people around the world, including many right here
in Chatsworth, are making a better choice for their health and are
experiencing phenomenal results.

within the body. The power that made your body heals
your body – it doesn’t happen any other way.
If you or a loved one is suffering needlessly, you have another
choice. You can make the decision that millions of people
around the world and many here in Chatsworth are making
every month. It all begins with a thorough history and
consultation, including a complete spinal exam, vital nerve
testing and specific weight-bearing x-rays.

Normally, this evaluation would cost $250.
However, through this special offer, you can receive
this complete evaluation for just $39.
Because of the response expected from this incredible
opportunity, we can only guarantee availability for the first
20 people who call and schedule an appointment. Don’t
wait to call us before spreading the word to another family
member or friend who may be ready to take advantage of
such a generous offer.

Get the Big Idea and All Else Follows
If your body is not well and you dump medication into it, your
body is now both sick and poisoned. Reaching for the Medicine
cabinet is just a bad habit. Fortunately, it is also becoming
obsolete behavior for a growing number of families. The big idea
is simple, which is why it’s so big! Your brain runs your whole
body and communicates its “wellness messages” through the
nerve system. If stress interrupts or “traps” nerve supply, your
body will experience some kind of shutdown. We have found
that, a vast majority of the time, the nerve system is interrupted
as a result of spinal column misalignment. Through a series of
safe, gentle and painless adjustments, the full power of the nerve
system is restored, generating extra- ordinary healing capabilities

Valley Voice

Call (818) 280-2486 today!
We are located at 21039 Devonshire St. across
from the Burrito Factory between Bank of
America and IHOP in Chatsworth, CA.

We look forward to helping
you back to health!
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12th District

Councilman Greig Smith’s
State of the Valley Report

W

ith 2006 behind us, I take great pleasure in reflecting on an incredibly
productive and rewarding year of serving our community. We are all
blessed to live in such a unique, safe and friendly community here in
the Northwest Valley.
Here are just a few highlights of the many projects, beautifications, repairs, legislation, and services that we have
accomplished together in 2006 for the residents of the Twelfth District.
PUBLIC SAFETY:
We have put so much effort in 2006 into expanding and improving the police, fire and emergency medical resources
that are ready to help Northwest Valley residents.
As part of our ongoing efforts to get more police officers on the streets, we launched a legislative package that
would boost police recruiting by improving home ownership assistance for police and firefighters.
We worked for a year developing our “Citizens Public Safety Bill of Rights,” a comprehensive plan that would require
full deployment of Basic Car police patrols in all communities.
We broke ground on the new Northwest Valley Police Station and cut the ribbon on the beautiful new Mission
Police Station. Construction started on Fire Station 87 in Granada Hills. The new cutting-edge facility will bolster
fire fighting and emergency response times in the Northwest Valley, with its Full Firefighting Taskforce, Hazardous
Materials Squad, and a full paramedic ambulance.
We introduced legislation to discourage the marketing and selling of extremely violent video games to children.
We also worked to make it safer to cross large, busy streets by conducting “Pedestrian Stings” to catch drivers who
don’t stop for pedestrians at dangerous intersections.
The dream of providing a community activity and education center for at-risk youths came closer to fruition as we
secured and dedicated the land for the Police Activity League Supporters (PALS) center in Northridge.
SMART GROWTH:
One of our most important and delicate tasks involves smart growth. The Northwest Valley has an incredibly wellbalanced mix of safe, quiet, residential life and a strong local business community that provides high-quality jobs that
are close to home for our residents.
We have sought to preserve the unique character of our neighborhoods with the Interim Control Ordinance that
will protect the quiet, single-family character of Old Granada Hills from “McMansionization.”
We also fought “Las Lomas,” an ill-conceived proposal to build a massive development with thousands of homes
that would have been a disaster for local traffic and infrastructure.
We continued our ongoing efforts to preserve our thriving horsekeeping culture by initiating the establishment
of an Equine Keeping District in Chatsworth, and amending the Chatsworth-Porter Ranch Community Plan to include
protections for horsekeeping.
We spearheaded an initiative to promote and preserve the Chatsworth/Northridge industrial area as a haven for
clean industry, where 3,000 businesses provide nearly 40,000 high-paying, quality jobs.
NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENTS:
Keeping public spaces attractive and well-maintained is a key part of maintaining the quality life. It improves
safety and public health, maintains property values, and makes every member of the community more invested in its
welfare, which helps reduce crime.
Highlights of our public works projects include trimming nearly 8,000 trees, removing 244 stumps, planting nearly
300 trees, resurfacing 18 miles of streets, slurry-sealing 21 miles of streets, filling 28,000 potholes, repairing 3.5 miles
of sidewalks and an additional 34 sidewalks repaired through the 50/50 Sidewalk Repair Program, repaired 2,441 street
lights, and built 59 disabled access ramps.
RECREATION & CULTURE:
After working for several years to secure additional funding, we broke ground last year the fabulous new Northridge
Pool and Aquatic Center and construction is well under way.
We were proud to open the new Holleigh Bernson Memorial Park in Porter Ranch, provide additional Park Rangers
for the parks and nature areas of the Northwest Valley, and acquire the historic Oakie House so that it would be preserved
and used for Northwest Valley cultural activities.
Library services for our community were greatly improved. We increased library hours at Northridge Library
from 40 up to 52 hours per week, provided $3 million for new library books in the City budget, and secured funding to
provide free Wi-Fi internet access at all City libraries.
Our new “Movies Under the Stars” brought free screenings of family films with free popcorn to residents at parks
across the Northwest Valley.
MORE ACCESSIBLE GOVERNMENT:
Last year, we passed legislation requiring that City Council meetings be held at Van Nuys City Hall once a month
to allow Valley residents to participate in government proceedings more easily.
I am inspired by what we can do together in the new year, and in my second term in office. I encourage you to share
your ideas with us on any issue affecting our community by phone, mail or email, and to join us for some of our many
community activities and events. We wish you a happy and safe 2007!
You can find more detailed information on all of our work at www.CD12.org.

Councilman Smith Opposes LAX Pact

T

he Los Angeles City Council approved a compromise ordinance that guarantees workers at hotels
near LAX a “living wage” while providing their employers with economic incentives.
The compromise plan announced by Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa for the Century Corridor
states that the revised “living wage” ordinance will not affect other private Los Angeles businesses that do
not do business with the city.
“It’s okay to disagree,” Councilman Eric Garcetti said, referring to the business community’s surging
opposition to the revised ordinance. “It’s the mark of a mature city if we can reflect that.”
The council debated the measure for more than an hour before voting 9-3 to approve it. Councilmen
Greig Smith, Bernard Parks and Dennis Zine voted against the plan.
“I think we are using the wrong tool or method to go about this,” Parks said. “I think the fact we’re
using the legislative process to impose these wages on private industry takes us away from what the
council agreed
upon years ago ... to impose a living wage on businesses with government contracts.”
Smith, a strong opponent of the living wage measure, called the compromise plan a “bait-and-switch.”
“Reports of the latest proposal to ‘trade’ the increase in wages for 1 million dollars in streetscape
improvements, $50,000 for marketing, and a local conference center feasibility study, do not provide, in my
opinion, justification for any change in the position by the Valley VOTE organization,” said its president,
Joe Vitti.
Last month, the City Council unanimously agreed to rescind the ``living wage’’ ordinance it passed in
November, avoiding a costly May election in which the business community would have fought to overturn
the measure.
The new agreement calls for a three-part phase-in of the “living wage” over the next year for about 3,500
airport-area hotel workers.
March, 2007

Valley Voice

The Valley Voice

19360 Rinaldi Street, Suite 502
Porter Ranch, CA 91326
Publisher

Reiter’s Newspaper Group, Inc.

Member

North Valley Chamber of Commerce
Chatsworth/ Porter Ranch Chamber
Granada Hills Chamber

President

Rachel Harder Reiter

Advisor

Mel Reiter
50 year member of

Copy Boy
Joshua Reiter

Reporter
Josh Rubin

Contributing Writers
Peggy Coughlin
Scott Claus
Lois Lee
Rochelle Linick
Gerry Ringwald
Marian Rudnyk

Cartoonists
Cullen Blaine
Ray Casso
Lois Lee
Ennis Mc Nulty
Eric Radomski
Marshall Toomey
Keith Tucker

Movie Reviewers
Scott Claus
Kelsey Zukowski
Marian Rudnyk

Resident Poet
Norman Molesko

Comic Strips
Marcus Welles
Marshall Toomey

Graphic Design
Davidsohn Graphics

Circulation now 25,000+
Frequency
Monthly
Bi-weekly July 1, 2007
Weekly July 1, 2008
How to reach us
Letters to the Editor
Please keep them brief and include your name,
address and daytime phone. We reserve the right to
edit all submissions.
Send to: Valley Voice
19630 Rinaldi St., Suite 502
Porter Ranch, CA 91326
or yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com
or fax to (818) 739 6854.
Guest Articles & Opinions
These should run between 500 and 750 words on
topics of interest to our northwest Valley readers.
Advertising
Please reach us at the above numbers, and at
(310) 429 0484.

Page 5

New Porter Ranch School “Penciled In”

A

community meeting for the
proposed Porter Ranch K-8 school
drew LAUSD officials, parents,
developers, principals and teachers to
Germain Street School Feb. 22.
Joseph D. Pina, LAUSD Community
Outreach Organizer, welcomed the
group and introduced guests, including
Donna Smith, deputy, representing Jon
Lauritzen, District 3, LAUSD Board
Member, who was ill.
(Al Grazioli)
The meeting did not conclude until
the last question was asked of Al Grazioli, Valley Regional Manager for the
LAUSD:
Q: Will teachers be working with the architects?
A: Yes, plus former teachers on the Superintendent’s staff.
Ms. Smith added that teachers are also represented on the Design Board.
Q: Will the new school be adequate for the anticipated growth (citing that
Castle Bay Elementary was built for 400, now serves 850?
A: Because of the “buildable, flat” 11.7 acres being donated (by S & S
Development), we are able to expand (hopefully “permanent,” vs. “temporary”
additions).
Q: How many students per class (citing some schools with as many as 40)?
A: We’re hoping for a maximum of 25, but since each classroom will be 960
square feet, we could go to 40.
Q: What happens if two years after opening, we are already overcrowded?

A: LAUSD demographics see that as unlikely. We have 23 schools
scheduled for new construction or re-modeling for the Valley. We’re hoping to
see the end of involuntary busing, and the return to neighborhood schools.
Q: Will “attendance boundaries” for all nearby schools be re-drawn?
A: Yes.
Q: Will Porter Ranch “wind” be factored in on construction and
landscaping?
A: Yes.
Q: What is the scheduled opening of the new school?
A: 2011-2012
Q: When will the school be named?
A: One year before opening.
Q: What are chances of construction delays?
A: It’s always possible, especially with the current strong demand in L.A.
for materials and labor, while we still strive for quality of construction and
delivery.
Q: Are there penalties or incentives involved with builders?
A: Penalties, yes! Incentives, no!
Q: Where are we now?
A: At the site selection process. Recognizing much of the area has been
developed, we do not anticipate major environmental problems. We do have
to raise the site by 20 feet (no small feat), but we have already “identified” the
architect who is anxious to get stated (final plan approval comes from the state’s
architects).
The proposed school site is east of Mason and south of Sesnon Blvd. in
Porter Ranch.

USS New York “Rises” from 9-11

I

t was built with 24 tons of scrap steel from the World Trade Center.
It is the fifth in a new class of warship – designed for missions that
include special operations against terrorists. It will carry a crew of 360
sailors and 700 combat-ready Marines to be delivered ashore by helicopters
and assault craft.
Steel from the World Trade Center was melted down in a foundry
in Amite, LA to cast the ship’s bow section. When it was poured into the
molds on Sept. 9, 2003, “those big rough steelworkers treated it with total
reverence,” recalled Navy Capt. Kevin Wensing, who was there. “It was a
spiritual moment for everybody there.”
Junior Chavers, foundry operations manager, said that when the trade
center steel first arrived, he touched it with his hand and the “hair on my
neck stood up.” It had a big meaning to it for all of us,” he said. “They
knocked us down. They can’t keep us down. We’re going to be back.”
The ship also survived Hurricane Katrina.
The ship’s motto? “Never Forget.”

Artist’s Rendering of the USS New York

Where fun and fitness come together

We designed Club 50 Fitness specifically for people 50 and older. We offer a lowimpact, easy to follow 30-minute workout program in a fun, motivating group
exercise format. It's efficient, effective and it has the power to improve the quality
of your life. Club 50 Fitness isn't for everyone, but it just may be for you.

TWO MONTHS FREE

“Based on a one-year membership. Enrollment fees apply. Not valid with any other offers.
Some restrictions apply. New members only. Expires March 31, 2007

MAIL BOX
RENTAL
COMPARE & SAVE
$40 (Minimum 3 Months)
$70 (Minimum 6 Months)
$125 (Minimum 12 Months)

Addressing the fitness
needs of people over 50.
10168 Mason Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311
818-718-2006

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!

U.P.S., FedEx,
& DHL

$2.00 OFF
Per Package, No Limit

One coupon per customer. Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 2/28/07

©2005, Club 50 Fitness. All rights reserved.

March, 2007

Valley Voice

Page 6

March, 2007

Valley Voice

Page 7

Valley Voice Movie Review
“The Heartbreak of Terabithia”
by Marian Rudnyk, Valley Voice Movie Reviewer

F

and magical lands where we escape the humdrum,
if not unbearable, realms of everyday reality that
grownups try to force upon us.
Unfortunately, you can tell your kids to leave
their sorcerer’s hats at home. This film’s unrelenting
heartbreak may not be the fantasy adventure most
kids will be expecting. Terabithia has neither the
slam-bang excitement of Harry Potter, nor is this
imaginary world ever fully truly realized to full
satisfaction. We are not immersed in it as one

or those of you who may not read movie
reviews to their bitter end, let me start with
the all-important conclusion; when it comes to
Disney’s “Bridge To Terabithia”, leave your children
at home. Unfortunately, its television commercials are
oddly misleading. Unless you are prepared to do a lot
of consoling and explaining to your little ones, this
imaginative movie is even more heartbreaking than it
is heartwarming.
For anyone who has suffered at the hands of
bullies in elementary and middle schools, and/or gone
through the silent torment of an invisible childhood
- not really abused, but clearly misunderstood -this
film will bring back haunting memories of that time.
Like a litany of bad childhood memories that are best
forgotten, this movie resurrects the futility and pain
that many of us endured during those tender years.
Endlessly tormented at school, ignored or belittled
at home, Jess, aptly played by Josh Hutcherson, finds
only limited solace in the cartoons he draws in his
notebook until a new kid arrives. This newcomer is
a quirky, highly imaginative and individualistic girl
named Leslie, brilliantly played by Annasophia Robb,
with the absolutely mesmerizing delightful sparkle of
a brilliant shooting star. Destined to shine, but also
destined to disappear forever. Warning, plot spoiler
ahead, continue to the next paragraph if you do not
want to know this... Leslie very unexpectedly dies
near the end. Leslie is the heart and soul of this film,
and this heart-wrenching loss crushes our hero, and
those around him. As each recovers from this tragic
loss, each finds redemption -as does this sweet but
meandering film.
The unfortunate thing about Terabithia is that after

The unfortunate thing about
Terabithia is that after a slow
start, we are saved by the arrival of
Leslie, but still hunger - literally
starve - to be in Terabithia itself.
a slow start, we are saved by the arrival of Leslie,
but still hunger - literally starve - to be in Terabithia
itself. We long to experience this supposedly magical
land! Instead all we get are falling tree branches,
circling crows and giant footprints. Occasionally
something will morph into something dangerous
that attacks our plucky heroes, and a giant troll
is finally revealed, but it is always too little too
late. We are endlessly teased beyond endurance,
until finally Terabithia is revealed in all its strange
magical glory - but then credits start rolling!
Although a bit slow at times, Terabithia
is still well-acted, and well-crafted. It reminds
us of the value of close friends, love and shared
imaginations. It is about taking journeys to fantastic

would be in “Lord of the Rings”, nor is there a
clear delineation of realities as say, in the recent
“Arthur and the Invisibles.” This is odd considering
these same people did “The Chronicles of Narnia.”
Keeping that in mind, this is indeed a fine movie,
heartbreaking and tear-jerking to the last drop, but
if you long to dwell and explore the magical land of
Terabithia itself, you might want to close your eyes
and use your imagination instead.
(“Bridge To Terabithia,” rated PG, 95 minutes,
opened February 16th citywide.
Check your local listings for show times) Questions
or Comments? Please write:
HollywoodMarian@earthlink.net )

Cell Phones - The New “Coke”
by Gerry Ringwald, Valley Voice Contributor
Aren’t you glad the eighties are over? You got
married…had kids…moved to the suburbs. You told
your kids drugs are bad. Then what did you do? You
did the most knuckleheaded thing any ex-junkie could
possibly do. You handed your kids the most deadly
drug ever created. You bought your kids friggin’ cell
phones!
Teenagers these days don’t do drugs anymore.
They don’t need to. They all have cell phones! Cell
phones are the new dope of choice. Think of it as the
“New Coke.”
And the number of addicts is growing to epidemic
proportions. You see them everywhere. Yapping in
stores (“Honey, I see ten herbal dressings here. Which
one do ya want?”). Yapping in restaurants (“Really,
does my baby’s diaper smell that much?”). Yapping
in movie theaters (“Quiet! I’m on the friggin’ phone
here!”) Yapping in cars (don’t get me started). I’ve
seen tweeners yapping in their cars at three in the
morning. Who are they talking to at that hour? And

don’t tell me they’ve got friends in Scotland!
People who pathologically yap on their cells,
lose all sense of time and space. Like when
one is stoned, the yapper actually enjoys being
mentally impaired. And like most serious drugs,
cell phones should not be used when operating
dangerous equipment…like a two thousand pound
automobile!
You know what I’m talking about. You’re on
the freeway. The driver in the Range Rover in front
of you is swirling in and out of his lane. Finally,
you zoom around him and see that he’s trying to
dial his phone…look at his GPS device to figure
why he’s so incredibly lost… and drive, all at the
same time. Yet the cops pull me over for not using
my turn signal!
You know where your kids probably first
acquired their junkie habit? At the mall! The pushers
usually wear red vests, with words like “Verizon”
or “T-Mobile” all over them. They hang out in

front of a large mobile phone kiosk, demonstrating
their company’s latest seductive model. No more
dark alleys for these people! They’re getting our
kids hooked right out in the open!
So how do we stop the madness? How do we
get through to the billions of cell-phone-pod-peopleblackberry-blueberry-boysenberry (don’t worry, it’s
coming)-addicts that their lives are out-of-control?
I have a radical idea. Just say “no.” Just
tell your wife, husband, child, parrot (they have
bluetooths now in all sorts of tropical colors) that
you are no longer going pay their cell phone bills.
And the only way they can earn money to pay the
bill themselves is to work in a homeless shelter,
cleaning toilets for $1.50 an hour. No negotiations.
No crumbling of will.
After a few exhausting days of scrubbing
bathroom tile with a toothbrush, your loved ones
will finally understand what an hour of long-distance
really costs.

with Donnie Shellie, “with whom Dungy would
study the Bible as much as they did the Steelers’
playbook.” Similarly, when the Eagles and Packers
passed on hiring Dungy as head coach, and when
the Buccaneers fired him, Dungy clung to “his faith
that God was in charge and had a plan for his life
and career.”
Even in the face of the gravest loss he has
ever experienced, the death of his son, “Dungy
believes—just as he told Brackett—that God has
placed him in this position not for him and his family
to suffer but so they can be an example to others,
a testimony.” A testimony that Dungy mentioned
to ESPN has been seen in “thousands of letters his
family has received, citing one in particular: A girl

wrote to tell him that because of what she saw and
heard during James’ funeral at the Idlewild Baptist
Church in Tampa that she’d come to know God and
had been baptized there.”
By loving God above everything, obeying His
commands, reflecting His character to others in all
circumstances, and depending on God and His plan
for his life, Coach Tony Dungy lives out his life
the Lord’s way. His example and faith shows that
trusting in Christ brings a purpose and a hope in life
that is available to any who will believe in Him.

(“The Coach Who Loved God” - Continued from page 4)
verse from Philippians, [that] comes only from God
and transcends understanding.” When living life
the Lord’s way, despite trials, sufferings, betrayals,
hardships, and unexplainable circumstances, there is
hope and assurance that there is a divine purpose and
a plan.
Lastly, Dungy exemplifies a life wholly dependent
on God. Dungy told ESPN that “The Lord has a plan.
We always think the plans are A, B, C and D, is going
to be perfect for us and it may not be that way, but
it’s still His plan. A lot of tremendous things are going
to happen, it just may not be the way you see them.”
For example, ESPN notes that when Dungy was
moved from quarterback to defensive back in the mid1970s, it was a blessing because he was able to room
March, 2007
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Valley Teachers Hail Gains
In Pay, Class Size Cuts

FUNDRAISING
New concept with minimum effort.
Ideal for:

V

alley teachers, officials from the Los Angeles Unified School
District and the union representing teachers hailed an agreement on a
draft three-year labor contract that averts a strike and provides for raises
for teachers and reduction in class sizes.
The tentative agreement reached still requires the approval
of the Los Angeles Board of Education and United Teachers Los Angeles, the
union representing the district’s teachers.
LAUSD Superintendent David L. Brewer III said “paying teachers a fair salary
helps ensure students will do better in the classroom.”
“You don’t get a world-class education unless you have a world-class
faculty,” he said.
Brewer said about $200 million of the contract will be paid from the
general fund.
“This is not money that is coming out of the sky,” Brewer said.
“I think it’s a good-faith beginning,” said A.J. Duffy, president of
United Teachers Los Angeles.
Duffy said he was pleased the contract also calls for phased-in reductions of
class size at a cost of $343 million. But he said the Legislature needs to do more
about addressing the issue both in the LAUSD and statewide.
The draft contract provides for a 6 percent salary hike retroactive to
July 1. The salary increase is in addition to a health benefits package that was
agreed to earlier.
If ratified, the contract would increase the top salary of L.A. Unified teachers to
more than $80,000, and the average salary would rise from roughly
$60,000 to $63,772, Brewer said.
But since the salary increase component of the agreement
applies only to the current school year, negotiations on next
year’s pay package are already just around the corner.
Along with money, teachers had also been talking about
reducing class size, and under the agreement, the school district
has agreed to lower class sizes gradually over the next three
years, district officials said.
When negotiations opened in May, Duffy asked for a 9 percent
one-year hike, and the district countered with an offer of 3
percent.When negotiations opened in May, Duffy asked for a 9
percent one-year hike, and the district countered with an offer of
3 percent.
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Youth Sports • Scouts
All non-profit organizations

No selling by kids
No storage problems
Not a food
No investments

The only fundraiser your group may need!
The Valley Voice Has the Answer!
Call 818-341-4839
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Chatsworth Council
To Fill Seat March 7

T

he Chatsworth Neighborhood Council will hold a special
election March 7 to fill a vacated board seat. The term
expires in October 2007. Stakeholders interested in
running must complete a candidate filing form. The form must
be submitted to the CNC secretary by 6 p.m., March 2.
To qualify as a CNC stakeholder, a person must live, work,
own property or board a horse within the council boundaries
and must be at least 18 on the day of the election. There are no
absentee ballots or write-in candidates.
Stakeholders are invited to meet with the CNC board and
candidates for a Q & A session at 7 p.m., March 7. Voting will
follow from 7:15 to 8 p.m.

only

As Easy As 1,2,3

3 Steps to Clear Skin

Today, getting rid of pimples and blackheads is
as easy as 1-2-3. But not just any treatment will
do it. Drs. Rodan and Fields, two Stanfordtrained dermatologists, have combined the
effective acne-fighting medications into one
complete, easy-to-use 3-Step System. Then they
enriched it with soothing botanicals and luxurious
skincare ingredients to leave skin soft, smooth
and beautiful. You can get this dermatologistdeveloped therapy without costly office visits or
prescription medications.

1. Renewing Cleanser - This unique oil-free
formula contains smooth, tiny grains to
gently exfoliate dead skin cells and other
impurities, plus prescription-grade Benzoyl
Peroxide to penetrate pores, attack bacteria,
and heal blemishes fast.

Plus Get 2 FREE Bonuses!

3. Repairing Lotion - Our light, oil-free lotion
contains finely milled prescription-grade
Benzoyl Peroxide to heal blackheads and
blemishes and help prevent future breakouts.
This advanced delivery system is soothing
and safe for your entire face.

Refining Mask - This luxurious, soothing,
naturally medicated mask uses the proven acne
fighting ingredient Sulfur to boost the benefits
of the 3-Step System.
Face the Facts - This valuable booklet by Drs.
Rodan and Fields will answer your questions
about healing and preventing blemishes.
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Granada Hills Decathlon Team
Congratulations to Granada Hills Charter High School
for winning the LAUSD District Championship in the
Academic Decathlon, with the Highest Score in the
Nation! On to the State Finals this month!
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embers of the community are interested in officially
changing the name of the Porter Ranch area to Porter
Ranch in the City of Los Angeles records. This would
also allow the City of Los Angeles to post Porter Ranch signs
on all entrances.
You may contact Jim Kosinski at 818-378-4450 or Dr.
Tom Neuman at 818-885-8400 for more information.

$

Your Risk-Free Money Back Guarantee
Try it for 60 days. If you’re not completely satisfied,
send back the bottles within 60 days (even if they’re
empty) and we’ll send you a full refund (less s&h).

2. Revitalizing Toner -This refreshing, alcoholfree toner lifts was impurities that can clog
pores and helps remove excess oil so your skin
looks and feels refreshed. Soothing botanical
agents gently balance your skin tone.

Dr. Katie Rodan and Dr. Kathy Fields

CALL NOW! 1-888-888-8888
1-888-337-9292
2006
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LOCAL Events
March 8th

Skateland to Host Police Fund Raiser
A skating FUNdraiser to benefit the LAPD Devonshire Division Police
Activity League Supporter (PALS), will be held at Skateland on Thursday,
March 8, 6 to 8 p.m., at 18140 Parthenia, Northridge.
The event is sponsored by the Mid San Fernando Valley Rotary, and
Northridge Kiwanis. Tickets are $12, $15 at the door, including skate
rentals.
For more information, call Rotary’s Emilio Basile, 818-534-1380, or
Kiwanis’ Sharone Rosen, 818-516-0839.

March 24 at 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Youngsters between ages 8 through 16 are eligible, with classes
starting Friday, March 30, and continuing for six months.
Parts are also available for singers, dancers, and stage crews.
Class fees for the six-months are $300, with monthly payments of $50
acceptable. Everyone must register prior to auditions.
Leading parts include Danny and Sandy.
For more information, call Christian at 818-341-6595.
The park is located at 22360 Devonshire Street, Chatsworth.

Why Belief Matters”

New Club 50 Gym Opening in March
Finally! A new gym designed for men and women in their 40’s,
50’s, and older, Club 50 Fitness, is opening this month in the Chatsworth
Northridge area, according to owner Evelyn Neal.
Club 50, with almost 50 franchise locations, offers a user-friendly 30minute interval training plan. Members get a workout that combines both
weight training and aerobic benefits as they make the rounds of machines
that train various areas of the body.
They march, run or walk in place on hydraulic pads between machines.
Recorded music and spoken cues tell when to move to the next station. The
“wellness” program includes a no-nonsense diet and nutritional program.
According to Neal, the program “strengthens your muscles, lowers
blood pressure, reduces body fat, and improves heart and respiratory
function.”
Two months free are available on a one-year membership, now through
March 31, 2007.
Club 50 is located at 10168 Mason Avenue, between Vons and RiteAid. Phone 818-718-2006.

“Grease” Auditions At Chatsworth Park
Auditions for “Grease,” a ‘new’ rock n’ roll musical (school version)
will be held at Chatsworth Park Friday, March 23, from 6-8 p.m., according
to Dept. of Recreation and Parks. Make-up auditions will be Saturday,

Local Church Sets Seminar
A special “Why Belief Matters” seminar by Josh McDowell,
evangelist-writer, has been announced by Laura Morus, Shepherd of
the Hills Church, Porter Ranch.
The program is scheduled for March 16, 7 to 10 p.m., in the
church’s sanctuary, and will highlight ways “to correct our young
people’s ‘distorted’ beliefs,” the church stated.
Those attending will hear McDowell assist them “in the battle for
the hearts and minds of our young people.”
For further information, please contact Laura at 818-831-9333 ext.
112. The church is located at 19700 Rinaldi Street.

Musical Journey Set for Northridge Temple
Cantor Ron and Bronwen Li-Paz star in “Stage to Stage, a Musical
Journey,” Saturday, April 21, 7:30 p.m., at Temple Ahavat Shalom,
Northridge.
The 7th Annual Sylvia Alster Memorial Event honors the memory
of the long-time, vitally involved founding member of the Temple.
Tickets prices start at $20 for seniors and students. A dessert
reception follows.
The Temple is located at 18200 Rinaldi Place. For more information,
contact Robin Gore at 818-360-2258, or rpsg@juno.com.

Get Carded!

For $75 We’ll Distribute Your
Buiness Card to Over 50,000 Readers
Your Business Card Here
Only $75 Monthly

Reaches Over 50,000 Readers
(That’s $3 Per Thousand
By Category)

Mail your Check and Business Card to:

19360 Rinaldi St., Suite 502, Porter Ranch, CA 91326
818-341-4839
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Homeless in the Valley
by Lois Lee, Valley Voice Contributor

A

funny thing happened to me the other
day. A friend and I frequently have
dinner at a local restaurant. We often
see the same homeless person situated at the
entrance of an escalator atrium. She is an
elderly woman that looks in her late seventies,
with a shopping cart full of her belongings.
ne night, I saw her hunched over reading
an ad and eating a dirty, old cookie. It
always made me sad to see her, but that night,
it made my heart ache. That gave me an urge
to want to give her something. The first thought
was money, but maybe she’d rather have food.
When we had finished eating our dinner, I
noticed that we still had some bread left over.
I decided to give it to her, so I wrapped it in a
cloth napkin.
e stopped at a coffee shop next door
and grabbed a muffin for her as well,
as the leftover bread might come across as a
questionable gesture. I watched my friend as
he gently laid the bread down in front of her
saying, “Just thought you might like these.”
She looked a bit confused.
e walked away and felt a bit proud of our
gesture. But then in about ten seconds,
we started to hear someone shouting. When
we turned around, I saw two older ladies coming out
of the escalator atrium looking inside where the old
lady was, startled and afraid! I heard some of the
shouting and it turned out the old homeless lady was
looking for the man that gave her the bread! “Where
is he? Where is that man? How dare he?” Just then
and there, our heart-felt gesture turned into fear as we
now realized what the situation was. We headed fast
to our car and as we were getting in, we saw the old
lady limping as fast as she could, heading straight for
us! It was the most bizarre turn of events. She kept
yelling at us, holding the cloth napkin in her raised
hand, coming at us with such intensity, such hatred,
as if she was ready to attack us!
omething in the way she looked – her face – was
dreadful; almost fearful. She almost looked
demonic. Her piercing pale eyes looked vacant. I was
afraid of her. She no longer looked like a fragile, poor
lady. She looked like she was a soulless, vindictive,
heartless person, ready to rip us apart! When we got
into our car and were ready to pull away, she threw
the cloth napkin with the bread at us!
e were silent for a few minutes in disbelief.
We had started to ask each other what had just
happened and talked about it. We couldn’t get that
incident out of our minds – especially the image of
her coming toward us as if she were carrying a knife
instead of the cloth napkin in her hand. I even had
nightmares about her. We were just stunned and
baffled at how our seemingly nice, warm intention
turned out to be so wrong. I never expected that
outcome.
y friend said he had a similar experience a
few years back when he tried offering a new,
uneaten McDonald’s meal for a homeless man
outside of the fast food restaurant. His decent,

Eric Radomski, The Valley Voice
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selfless act of generosity was also met with a furious
outcome. After cursing at my friend, the homeless
man said, “I don’t want this! I want money!”
fter a while, I recounted the event with the
homeless lady and noticed something. When
she came out accusing us of insulting her and threw
the napkin with the bread at us, she didn’t bring
the other muffin we gave her. As insulted as she

A

When she came out accusing us of
insulting her and threw the napkin
with the bread at us, she didn’t
bring the other muffin we gave her.
As insulted as she claimed she was,
even to catch up to us to throw us
back the food, she managed to think
about how she wanted to keep the
muffin for herself.
claimed she was, even to catch up to us to throw us
back the food, she managed to think about how she
wanted to keep the muffin for herself. Even if she
felt ridiculed, belittled, mocked or humiliated, there
was still a part of her that said she needed that food.
And she was willing to take it.
hat do they want? Don’t most homeless
people often ask for assistance? Usually
they want anything from people: a few measly
coins, food, clothing, etc. Why were we met with
such hostility? Most of the time we can’t get the
homeless people off our backs! You see them
everywhere! If you’re not met with them at the exit

W

ramp of a freeway, they’ll come up to you at a gas
station asking for a little hand-out. And when we
don’t give them anything, we’re left with a guilty
conscience.
thought back at the incident when the old lady
came out of the escalator room to look for us. I
tried to remember and study the expression she had
on her face. Now that I look back, my feelings turned
for the worse at that moment because I saw her eyes
for the first time. She genuinely looked shocked and
angry! She used the word “insulted”. Immediately,
I realized…her pride was hurt: she was humiliated,
not us. Maybe she was hanging onto the last bit of
self-pride.
aybe she had her life figured out for that
moment, or that week, and for that time, she
thought she can get by. I realized that pride is the
first thing to go if you are homeless. If you don’t
have pride, what else have you got? If I think of it
that way, it breaks my heart for her. I didn’t ever
want to take away her last hope.
’m not stating that all homeless cases are alike.
Many are addicts, begging for money for their
habits. I think that’s why a lot of us don’t like to
give money to them. I can’t speak for all individual
cases. But my encounter with the old lady gave me
some new insights. For her, she didn’t need help
because at that moment, if she took help, maybe she
would sink into the abyss of depression and may
never come back.
hatever the real reason might be, I can’t get
angry for what she did. Because in the end,
I have a home and she doesn’t. And whatever the
trivial moment that was to cause all of our emotions
to elevate, her situation in the long run is much direr
than mine. I can only wish her luck.
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A Valley Voice “Curmudgeon”?

R

ecently, after reading aloud one of my
articles to my writers group, a member
referred to me as their own personal Andy
Rooney. We all laughed. Later I began thinking
about the reference. I consider Andy Rooney to be
a bit of a curmudgeon. Is that what I am?
hen I began thinking about curmudgeons I
have known and loved. Not one of them has
ever been a woman. For the life of me I could not
identify a single female curmudgeon.
his led me on a quest. I started by asking friends
if they knew any female curmudgeons. No one
could think of any. Maybe curmudgeon is a malespecific noun. I looked it up in the dictionary.

T
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March,2007

by Rochelle Linick, Valley Voice Contributor

T

he most succinct definition was “a cantankerous
person.” Not man … person. That definition
came from a very small American Heritage Office
Dictionary.
ext I tried a huge, unabridged tome …
Webster’s Third International Dictionary. The
first definition, the archaic one, says “a grasping
avaricious man.” Hmmm. A man.
he second definition states “a crusty, illtempered, or difficult and often elderly person.”
No mention of gender. Good grief. Is that what I
am?
hat happened to humorous?
Every
curmudgeon I have known had a good sense
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of humor. Or is that just wishful thinking since I
was compared to one? Or was her comparison of
me to Andy Rooney not really a statement of my
curmudgeonliness? (Do you like that word? I just
made it up.)
asked one friend what would he call a woman
who behaved like a curmudgeon. He said, “A
bitch.” Is that what I am?
his search is taking me down some very interesting
pathways. I didn’t start it to determine what I
am. I have believed for many years now that I know
what I am. But I will admit that is has raised some
interesting and fun questions, not only about me but
about my friends, family and acquaintances.
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Living In & Specializing In
818-349-3444
The North Valley! Steve
Teri 818-349-4040
For Great Results...
List your home with

Steve & Teri Goldbaum
The Gold Team
www.GranadaHillsHomesForSale.com

www.NorthridgeHomesForSale.info

www.ChatsworthHomesForSale.info
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11920 WoodRanch Rd.

$1,099,500
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10401 Jellico Ave.

$825,000
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17150 Bircher St.

$779,000

Prestigious Greyhawk Estates. 4 bdrm (bonus rm upstairs
could be 5th bdrm), 3,379 sq. ft., study/library, formal

Fantastic 5 bdrm, 2.75 bath home, 3,180 sq. ft., large step
down living room w/ ﬁreplace, formal dining room, huge

Custom elegance: No expense spared, 5 bdrm, 2.75 baths,
2,126 sq. ft., kitchen w/ Viking appliances, granite counters,

dining room, open large kitchen w/ center island, 3 car

family room w/ wet bar, resort-like backyard w/ pool & spa,

new ﬂooring is granite & maple, remodeled baths w/ gran-

garage, ﬁreplaces in living room, family room, & master
bedroom. Awesome family home in great neighborhood.

basketball court. Large master bedroom w/ bath & spa tub.
Great for entertaining.

ite, 1 separate bdrm & bath upstairs, tropical backyard with
waterfall, custom lighting & more...
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11633 Balboa Blvd.
$599,500
Beautifully remodeled family home with 4 bdrm, 2.75 bath,
1,624 sq. ft., huge family room, living room w/ brick frplce,
gorgeous brick ﬂooring, new windows, open kitchen w/
breakfast bar, double oven & bay window, master bedroom
w/ private bath, large backyard with RV parking.
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17301 Bircher St.

$960,000

Gorgeous home, 3 bed, 2.5 bath, 2,938 sq. ft., large family
rm w/ wet bar & frplce, elegant living rm & formal dining w/
large open windows to private backyard, kitchen w/ granite
counters, marble ﬂooring, master suite w/ walk-in closets and
frplce & master bath with frplce & spa tub.

17088 Kingsbury

$839,500

Gorgeous remodel, 5 bdrms, 3 baths, 2340 sq.ft., spacious
ﬂoor plan w/ maple ﬂooring, granite counters in kitchen &
baths, formal dining, frplc in living rm, new windows, new
roof, large driveway w/ room for many cars and/or RV,
sparkling large pool, lot size over 9,000 sq.ft. Move in ready.

YOUR HOME
COULD BE
FEATURED HERE!
Land - Chatsworth
21101 Celtic St.

$1,099,000

Fabulous Chatsworth home, 5 bdrms, 2.75 baths, 3006 sq.ft.,
living rm w/frplc, custom remodeled kitchen w/cherry cabinets,
granite counters, wine cooler, dbl oven, brkfst bar, large family
rm, 1bd/1bath downstairs, lrg master w/ walk-in and dbl doors
to spacious balcony, beautiful pool and spa w/ gazebo, custom
upgrades thruout, new windows, plantation shutters, zoned for
horses, must see!

$229,000

Lake Manor & Notre Dame - across from
Chatsworth lake market, commercial
property in a prime location.

Your Address

List Price

Find out what your home is worth...
Call The Gold Team today!

For a Free Home Evaluation call The Gold Team - Steve & Teri Goldbaum 818-349-3444

