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Jon Lauritzen understands that we need a curriculum
(Suzanne Silverstein is a twenty-year veteran teacher,
parent of two LAUSD students, and a resident within that prepares every student to succeed. Students need the
School Board District 3).
basics for the 21st Century that include solid vocational,
computer, and technical training, as well as college
preparation, so that all students are productive whether
they go on to college or a career.
here is a difference in this election, and the difference
Jon Lauritzen knows that setting high expectations
is teachers.
for student behavior and conduct will promote values
Only one candidate has the trust and support of that will serve students well in their futures. These values
Valley classroom teachers - Jon Lauritzen.
include responsibility, respect, self-discipline, hard work,
Teachers care about this election because much is honesty, and being on time. Teachers know that these
at stake. Next to parents, teachers know what students values make a difference in school.
need to succeed.   Teachers care because they know what
That’s why only one candidate has the support and
makes the difference in a successful student, a successful trust of thousands of Valley teachers - Jon Lauritzen.
classroom, and a strong school.
After all, he was a teacher himself.
Teachers know that smaller class sizes allow us to give
We ask only that you give teachers the opportunity
the individualized attention our students need. Teachers to do our job the best that we can. Please, give teachers a
know that after school opportunities keep students away voice and support the teachers’ choice - Jon Lauritzen for
from drugs, alcohol abuse, and violence.
School Board.”
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EDITORIALS
Jon Lauritzen for School Board
35-year Valley School Teacher is Our Best Hope
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T

he race for the LAUSD Board seat in
District 3 has been characterized as many
things: UTLA vs. Mayor Villaraigosa;
Teachers vs. Politicans; Experienced Incumbent
vs. Inexperienced Prosecutor. But none of these
characterizations fully capture the high stakes of this
election – Better Education vs. Worse Education for
our Valley children.
Whether you’re a student, a parent, a
grandparent, or simply a concerned Valley citizen, we
all have a stake in our children’s education because
we all benefit when our Valley kids succeed. We
all benefit when Valley students graduate with the
skills required for college, or to pursue a vocation
of their choice. We all benefit when our kids are
healthy, safe, and educated through our public
schools. We all deserve the best public schools for
our local kids.
And that is precisely what Jon Lauritzen has
been fighting for.
With over 35 years of classroom teaching
experience, Jon Lauritzen understands how
important it is that resources go directly to the
classrooms. He understands the plight of teachers,
parents, and students because he’s been there. Jon
has dedicated his life to educating our children
and now continues this work as a board member
to ensure that our Valley schools receive all the
resources and staffing that we deserve.
As a school board member, Jon Lauritzen
has been an unwavering advocate for real reform
and for positive change in our schools. Lauritzen
championed Small Learning Communities to better
personalize education and to make it more relevant.
Thanks to his efforts, Small Learning Communities
are now a reality in the District. Lauritzen strongly
supported full-day kindergarten, and now, thanks to
Lauritzen, full-day kindergarten is a reality.

Lauritzen worked to have Career and
Technical Education included in the A-G college
prep curriculum to ensure that all students will
graduate prepared for college and ready for the
work force.
Lauritzen pushed for Civic Education at all
grade levels so that our students will understand
their role in our Democratic society. Lauritzen
worked to establish a Secondary Division to address
the previously ignored needs of the District’s middle
school and high school students. The Secondary
Division has developed a Dropout Prevention

Program and is implementing the A-G college
requirements and career and technical education
programs.
Lauritzen worked to establish an incentive
program for hard to staff schools and Special
Education classes and a Priority Staffing Program
to provide staff, substitutes, and support to our
schools with the greatest need.
All of this work has led to improved test scores
in every single school in District 3. Yes, EVERY
(continued on page 5)

Your Vote Needed May 15

One Person Does Make a Difference

O

ne vote counts, we’re told. But many local
residents, like the rest of the country, aren’t
interested in casting their vote in elections
– unless it’s American Idol – and even then, a busy
phone line keeps them at bay. Whether it’s the
Presidential race or a small local election, such as
the run off approaching on May 15th for a seat on
the LAUSD school board, it is frequent for voters
to stay home. Why don’t people go out and vote?
There were a number of responses Valley residents
had to this question.
“I don’t know the people who are running,”
“I don’t know what the issues are,” or simply as
one resident put it, “I don’t know where to go. Why
don’t they advertise with big signs where it is and
when to go?” The overarching theme is apathy –
people don’t care. It’s not important enough to them
to vote.
Those that are interested, however, know that
this has been a heated race between the incumbent
Jon Lauritzen and Tamar Galatzan. Lauritzen is a
retired Canoga Park High School teacher of several
decades, pro-Union, backed by United Teachers
of Los Angeles (UTLA). Galatzan is a career
prosecutor with the City Attorney’s Office, who is
backed by the mayor.
There have been expensive and exaggerated
advertisements printed by both sides about their
opponents in an effort to get voters attention, and
there have been relevant points of contention
between the candidates. One such prominent issue
occurred during the week of April 9 over a question
of charter schools.
A charter is a school that is supported by
tax payers and it allows the individual school to
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by Katie Williams, Valley Voice Reporter

have more freedom to decide how its run without
following most local and state regulations. A charter
request is usually granted as a reward to a school
for showing improvements in performance. An
example of a charter school in the Valley is Granada
Hills Charter High School, the largest in the nation,
whose charter has given the school a lot more
freedom in how to run the school and how to spend
its money.
For this issue between the candidates, the
question was to allow or prohibit new charter
schools to be established in the area around Locke
High School in Watts, a South Los Angeles school
known for being one of the worst in the district.
After much disagreement, a vote was cast against
the charter, Green Dot Public Schools. Then later
on April 11, the vote was reversed by a 4-2 cast in
favor of the new charter schools.
This sudden change was used by Galatzan
to cast doubt on Lauritzen; she suggested that he
changed his mind to calm voter suspicion in order
to strengthen his chances for reelection. However,
his Chief of Staff, Ed Burke, said that Lauritzen’s
concern was with the students, as written in an article
by Joel Rubin, a Los Angeles Times Staff Writer.
“There was no overall plan for Locke” and Lauritzen
“was concerned about what happens to the students
who would [not be enrolled by Green Dot].”
Whether a question of charter schools or other
issues, the larger question seems to be surrounding
residents: where is the desire to be informed and
vote on such current issues? How can concerned
citizens encourage voter participation? There are a
few options. There must be a better way to educate
voters about the issues and the people on the ballot.
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Or, looking at it from another perspective, there
must be ways to make voters more motivated.
In some countries, Australia for example,
citizens are fined for not exercising their right to
vote. But voting can’t be forced. For Americans this
goes against the very principles we are founded upon
– freedom – freedom to choose what and who to
support, and to participate in this experiment of selfgovernment. As George Washington told us in 1789
in his First Inaugural Address, “The experiment, at
least, is recommended by every sentiment which
ennobles human nature.” But what do you do when
voters have lost their sentiment, where even to elect
one’s representatives is not a priority? What do you
call freedom that is unexercised?
Other than pulling inspiration from our nation’s
original design, what can informed citizens do to
encourage more people to go vote? The answer is
people have to care. They must see why the issues
and people on the ballot affect them personally. The
easiest and quickest solution is for informed voters
to spread the word to their family and friends, to
influence their immediate circle. One individual does
make a difference, and joined with a larger group,
forms a chorus lifting their voices to be heard.
One voice does make a difference, whether
it is used for choosing our next school board
official or the next American Idol. One person does
make a difference; one will be elected on May
15th to represent us on the LAUSD school board,
influencing our families, our neighborhoods, and
our communities.
To find your polling place, call:
1-800-815-2666 or visit: http://lavote.net/locator
Voting day: Tuesday, May 15, 2007
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Voters’ Rights Threatened

Mayor’s Partial Schools Takeover Plan Rejected
Woocher said. “It clearly supports our position
and (Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Dzintra)
Janavs’ decision completely. I hope they get the
message now and go in a different direction.”
Woocher said the decision reinforces the position of
the LAUSD that the schools should be governed by
the school board and not an outside official like the
mayor.
Woocher said he doubts the state Supreme
Court will agree to hear an appeal, in part because
the appellate court panel that considered the case is
very highly respected.
“If it does go to the Supreme Court, we will be
there as school board members, parents and voters
proclaiming the same principles as the day that this

The Office of Legislative Counsel twice
concluded that the bill was unconstitutional,
Woocher said.
AB 1381 - signed into law last September
by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger - would have
shifted some of the decision-making authority
from the seven-member board to the district’s
superintendent.
The law also would have created a Council of
Mayors, giving a significant role to Los Angeles’
mayor in managing the nation’s second-largest
school district, and granted individual schools
greater control over their budgets and curriculum
during a six-year trial period.
The mayor and a Community Partnership
for School Excellence
also were to have been
put in control of a
“demonstration project”
made up of the district’s
three lowest-performing
high schools and their
feeder campuses.
The LAUSD and a
coalition of district parents,
students, administrators
and the League of Women
voters filed suit Oct. 10
challenging the plan.
“The framework
gives us the opportunity to
maximize the partnership,
and the partnership gives
us the opportunity to hold
each other accountable
and create a climate of
urgency,”
Villaraigosa
said of the need for the
passage of AB 1381.
Villaraigosa said
he now hopes to strike
up some sort of compromise with Superintendent
David Brewer III and school board president
Marlene Canter.
Canter said the court’s decision was “welcome,
but not surprising.” “I have said all along that we do
not need legislation to create partnerships,” Canter
said. “The Board of Education and superintendent
will continue our efforts to partner with all of the
district’s stakeholders to improve our schools and to
prepare our students for college, career and life.” AB
1381 was scheduled to become law on Jan. 1. But
Janavs threw it out entirely just before Christmas,
saying it transferred management and control of
LAUSD schools to entities that are not part of the
public school system.
The law also wrongly removed LAUSD
schools from the exclusive control of
the officers of the public schools, Janavs concluded.
She called the changes under AB 1381 “drastic”
and “unprecedented.”
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M

ayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s plan to assume
partial control of the Los Angeles Unified
School District was unanimously rejected
by a state appellate court panel that questioned its
impact on voters’ rights.
The three-judge panel of the 2nd District Court
of Appeal earlier heard two hours of oral arguments
from attorneys for the mayor and the board of
education on April 2, with Villaraigosa and the Los
Angeles Parents Union attempting to convince the
justices to overturn a judge’s Dec. 21 ruling that the
law creating the mayor’s plan is unconstitutional.
“The citizens of Los Angeles have the
constitutional right to decide whether their school
board is to be appointed or elected,” Justice H.
Walter Croskey wrote in
the 44-page opinion.
“If the citizens of Los
Angeles choose to amend
their charter to allow
the mayor to appoint the
members of the board,
such amendment would
indisputably be proper.”
Croskey wrote that
the Legislature, which
passed the Villaraigosa
plan, cannot ignore the
constitutional rights of
citizens based on the
belief the mayor can do a
better job of running the
schools.
Villaraigosa said
amending
the
state
Constitution and the
City Charter to reflect a
change in school district
governance could cost up
to $40 million.
“I can’t tell you that
I have the wherewithal to raise that kind of money
right now,” Villaraigosa said.
The mayor said his lawyers would review
the court’s ruling before a decision is made on a
possible appeal.
“My first instinct would be to appeal it, and
it may be that after reviewing the decision that it
might not feasible, frankly,” Villaraigosa said.
“But we’ll make that decision when we come
to it,” he said. “Right now, I’d like to appeal the
decision all the way to the Supreme Court. That
would be my first inclination.”
The mayor’s legal adviser, Thomas Saenz,
said he will issue a recommendation in the coming
weeks.
A majority of members of the Los Angeles
Board of Education and attorneys for the school
district hailed the ruling.
“It’s great,” LAUSD attorney Fredric D.

bill was penned in the back rooms of Sacramento,”
school board member David Tokofsky said.
During the April 2 appellate court hearing,
the most pointed questions came from Justice Joan
Dempsey Klein, who noted the legislation, AB
1381, is scheduled to expire in six years if eventually
enacted into law.
There are only `X’ number of years to this
scheme and then it’s all over,” Klein said. “Does
that coincide with the two terms of the mayor?”
Attorneys for the LAUSD argued that the
mayor’s plan runs afoul of the Constitution and
that the Legislature, by making it law, intended to
give him powers beyond those he is granted in his
elected job as the city’s chief executive.
“It is unabashed that their purpose is to take
away power and to give it to somebody else they
think would do a better job at it,”  Woocher said
during the hearing.

***An Editorial***

Tamar Eyeing
Council Seat?

S

hould local school board challenger even win the
May 15 run-off against Jon Lauritzen, how long
would she serve?
According to one of the largest teachers’
publication in the state, she could already be eyeing the
City Council seat in two years, currently held by Wendy
Greuel. The pay is approximately $140,000 more than
the school board.
That means she may be serving for about one year
before campaigning for the higher post.
Since she, nor anyone on her campaign staff,
returned our calls, there was no way to confirm, or deny,
the reports.
Theoretically, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa could
be in a quandary. While likely pleased to have an ally join
the council, he’ll have to think about his “investment”
in the upcoming school board election – believed to be
approaching $2 million. That could be a great deal of
“assistance” for one or two years, from his Partnership
for Schools, (if she gets elected May 15).
May, 2007
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Shepherd of the Hills Church

The Bible in Education: Resurrection 101
by Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford

T

he first week of April greatly influenced
my topic for this month’s article. Time
magazine ran a cover story entitled, “Why
We Should Teach the Bible in Public Schools” on
April 2, 2007, and I was privileged to celebrate
Easter Sunday on April 8 with more than 9,000
people at Pauley Pavilion at UCLA, one of the
greatest universities in the world. What do the two
events have to do with each other? The contents
of the article and my sermon at Pauley Pavilion
address and relate to the hot topic of the Bible in
education that has been buzzing through the nation
as evidenced in the cover story of the widely
recognized publication, Time magazine.
As a pastor and as a father of three children,
all of whom attend private Christian schools, there
is no question why I believe the Bible should be
taught in public school classrooms. For those who
are more skeptical of the curriculum, David Van
Biema’s article addresses concerns regarding the
separation of church and state in school, citing
1963’s Abington Township School District v.
Schempp that removed prayer and devotion from
the classroom. However, he insists “teaching the
Bible in schools—as an object of study, not God’s
received word—is eminently constitutional.”
As a pastor who believes the Bible is
“God’s received word,” I echo the sentiments of
Chuck Pundit whom Van Biema quotes: “Would
I prefer a more explicitly biblical Christian
teaching?” he asks. “Of course. But you can’t
do that in public education. What you can do is
introduce the Bible so that people are aware of its
impact on people and in history and then let God
speak through it as he will.”
Furthermore, Van Biema speaks to persons
of all walks of life and faith, outlining how the Bible
is relevant to all of us, and is therefore essential in
the education of our children. Van Biema states,
“Simply put, the Bible is the most influential book
ever written. Not only is the Bible the best-selling
book of all time, it is the best-selling book of the
year every year.” Its contents are alluded to in
countless works of literature, and are present in
the ideas and rhetoric that have helped shape U.S.
history.
In addition, Scripture so pervades Western
culture that it is necessary for participants and even

critics of this culture to at least give thought to the
Bible’s key passages. Marc Stern, general counsel
for the American Jewish Congress, also notes
practical purposes for studying Scripture in society
today, “Take creationism…unless you are literate in
the first two chapters of Genesis, you have no idea
what people are fighting about.”
In addition, Stephen Prothero, chair of the
Boston University religion department, presents
a compelling argument for Bible-literacy courses
in his book, Religious Literacy: “In the late ‘70s,
[students] knew nothing about religion, and it didn’t
matter. But then religion rushed into the public
square. What purpose could it possibly serve for
citizens to be ignorant of all that?”

“Simply put, the Bible is the most
influential book ever written. Not
only is the Bible the best-selling book
of all time, it is the best-selling book
of the year every year.”
Polls within the book also indicate “nearly
two-thirds of Americans believe the Bible holds the
answers to ‘all or most of life’s basic questions.”
However, Van Biema notes “pollster George Gallup
has dubbed us ‘a nation of biblical illiterates.’ Only
half of U.S. adults know the title of even one Gospel.
Most can’t name the Bible’s first book. The trend
extends even to Evangelicals, only 44% of whose
teens could identify a particular quote as coming
from the Sermon on the Mount.”
Faced with such overwhelming evidence of
the Bible’s impact on literature, history, and society
and, for many, our personal lives, the significance
of understanding the Bible extends beyond the
classroom. After all, we cannot neglect to focus
on the core account on which the Christian faith
is based and on which the Bible is centered, the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
As mentioned, some 9,000 men, women,
and children gathered at Pauley Pavilion on Easter
Sunday, together with close to 1,600 people who
watched the service via satellite at our church campus
in Porter Ranch, to hear about the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Furthermore, not all of the attendants

were Christian, as nearly two hundred people (who
were invited by loved ones or received news about
the Easter celebration) answered the invitation
at the end of the service to commit their lives to
Christ. And this was just at one church amidst the
hundreds of thousands of churches in the United
States alone.
So what did they all come to hear? They
came to hear a message of hope from the Bible, and
I want to share with you a couple of points from
that special Sunday. First, the resurrection of Jesus
Christ happened. No one denies that Jesus was
born, that he healed the sick and taught multitudes,
and was crucified and died a criminal’s death. What
people do contest, however, is that Jesus was raised
from the dead, as stated in the Bible, fulfilling Old
Testament prophecy.
His resurrection is supported by the historical
evidence of Jewish and Roman historians, and the
multitude of witnesses to whom he appeared. The
vast majority of these witnesses were still alive
when the New Testament was recorded, and could
therefore have contested the account if it had not in
fact happened. More compelling are the countless
number of lives that were changed and are being
changed by his resurrection, including the 166 people
who accepted Him into their hearts as Lord and
Savior at our Resurrection Day celebration alone.
Finally, the most evident proof is the empty
tomb that Jesus left behind, and what we find in
the empty tomb is the second point: Jesus is our
only hope. In the face of trials, such as job loss,
broken relationships, illness, and even death, Jesus’
resurrection gives us hope in an eternal life with
Him. It is this hope that can bring comfort to persons
like the parents of Kisa Renee Hughes, a beloved
daughter, UCLA basketball player, and active
member of Shepherd of the Hills church, who at the
early age of 33 was called home to heaven. Despite
her physical death, Jesus’ resurrection enables
Kisa’s loved ones to one day be reunited with her.
“Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue
rejoices; my body also will live in hope, because
you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you
let your Holy One see decay. You have made known
to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in
your presence.” Acts 2:26-28
(Continued on page 10)

•••

The Strong Wind
The tree that never had to fight
For sun and sky and air and light,
But stood out in the open plain
And always got its share of rain,
Never became a forest king,
But lived and died a scrubby thing.
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The man who never had to fight
To win his share of sun and sky
and air and light
Never became a manly man,
But lived and died as he began.

May, 2007
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Good timber does not grow in ease –
The stronger the wind,
the tougher the trees.
		

- Author unknown

•
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Will Valley Follow State in Slowdown?

C

alifornia’s economy will slow this year
because of a “double whammy” of a stagnant
housing market and mortgage foreclosures,
UCLA economists predicted.
The housing market in California will be
stagnant for some time because of a surge in
mortgage defaults and an “implosion” of the
subprime mortgage market, according to the latest
UCLA Anderson Forecast.
“We are still forecasting a significant slowing
of the California economy in 2007, as the double
whammy from construction and mortgage finance
creates drag on the rest of the economy,” economist
Ryan Ratcliff wrote in the forecast.
One of the largest increases in the mortgage

H

defaults was seen in Ventura County.
In 2006, the construction market lost 2,700 jobs.
Those losses are expected to continue this year.
“We expect to see job growth in California
slow to below 1 percent through the middle of
2008, with growth in real personal income and real
taxable sales slowing to the low 2 percent through
this period, according to Ratcliff.
In many ways, the national economy is a “mirror
image” to 2000, according to the forecast. Seven
years ago, the corporate sector was overextended in
the aftermath of the dot-com boom, while consumer
and housing credit were in good shape.
Now, the housing credit is in trouble while the
corporate sector has a healthy cash flow.

Normal Real Estate Cycle is Reported

ome sales were down 22.7 percent in Los
Angeles County last month compared to
March 2006, as Southern California sales
reached a 10-year low,
a real estate information
service reported.
Median home prices, however, continued to
increase, with the median price of a Los Angeles
County home jumping to $540,000, up 6.3 percent
from $508,000 in March 2006, according to La
Jolla-based DataQuick Information Systems. A total
of 8,353 homes were sold in the county, down from
10,805 in the same month last year.
“There are several things going on here,” said
Marshall Prentice, DataQuick president. “First, the
drop-off in entry-level sales is part of a normal real
estate cycle. That category surged at a later point
in time, and is declining at a later point in time.

We actually thought this would happen four or five
months ago.”
“Second, both lenders and buyers are being
more cautious, the dicey mortgage financing has
all but disappeared,” Prentice said. “Third, it’s
becoming apparent that a lot of the 2004/2005
buying activity was drawing from the future, and
that future is now. A lot of demand was pre-met,
otherwise these low sales counts would have put
more downward pressure on prices by now.”
The median price paid for a Southland home
was $505,000 in March, a new record and the
first time it was above $500,000, according to
DataQuick. The $505,000 median was up 2.0
percent from $495,000 in February, and up 4.6
percent from $483,000 for March last year.

L.A. and Valley Defy Statistics

J

by Teri Goldbaum, Realtor

obs, not “subprime” drive the foreclosure rate! Although we are all hearing the doom
and gloom reports of a failing housing market and a subprime disaster, the housing
market is hardly down for the count as some would suggest. In fact, L.A. and San
Bernardino counties were the only ones to log year-over-year gains in their medians last
month, Dataquick reported.
Foreclosures are up in California, but still in the normal range. The U.S. Department
of labor shows that unemployment is down from 4.9 % in January 2006 to 4.7% in February
2007.
While we may not have the housing market we had a couple years ago, this is a
more “normal” market and homes are taking 60-90 days to sell. The question is “Is it still
a good time to buy a Home?” The answer would be “Yes.”
1). You can lock in your mortgage payment at rates that are still low- unlike rental
payments.
2). Owning a home gives most people a pride of ownership. A different mindset
each and everyday.
3). You receive tax advantages by owning a home.
4). If you plan to own a home on a long term basis, it is a great investment.
5). In today’s market, there are more homes to choose from and sellers are typically
more negotiable than previous markets.
(continued from page 2)

Lauritzen for School Board

SINGLE SCHOOL UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP
has higher test scores than before Lauritzen took
office. And, contrary to the misinformation from
his opponent, Jon Lauritzen has voted for over 50
charters, so that our students and their parents have
expanded educational choices. Because at the end
of the day, Jon Lauritzen understands that his job is
to improve our children’s education.
Unfortunately, this race hasn’t been about
Jon’s accomplishments, his successful reform
initiatives, or any of the other important issues
that face the LAUSD. Why? Because politicians,
especially Mayor Villaraigosa, view this election
as a struggle for power, a way to wrest control of
the school board from voters, and centralize power
and control downtown.
No wonder they have spent millions of dollars
falsely accusing Jon Lauritzen of being an antireformer, one who votes to maintain the status quo,
and who gives in to political pressure. It doesn’t
matter to them that these charges are all lies. They
May, 2007

will say anything to achieve their power goals.
Ask yourselves: do we really want our
neighborhood schools to become pawns in a political
power struggle? Do we really want our Valley schools
to become disenfranchised by a mayoral takeover?
Do we really want to sit idly by as the downtown
politicians divert our local classroom resources away
from our local schools?
We think you all will agree that the answer to
these questions is a resounding “NO.” We need more
local control, not less. We need more choices, not
less. And we need real reform, not more market-tested
slogans courtesy of downtown politicians. That’s why
we need to re-elect Jon Lauritzen. He has led the fight
to improve our Valley schools and by any fair measure,
he has been wildly successful. Let’s not go back to the
way things were four years ago, when test scores were
down and our kids couldn’t even use the bathrooms in
their schools.
Re-elect Jon Lauritzen for School Board. Because
we all deserve the best schools for our children.
Valley Voice
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How Would It Be If
Life Got Easier?

E

by Rev. Dr. Maureen Hoyt

rnest Holmes, the founder of Religious Science, said, “There
is a place within us where thought springs spontaneously
from the Infinite, and where the idea and the thing thought
of merge into one. We should invite Divine Ideas to find entrance
and expression through our consciousness. We should permit the
inspiration of the creative Genius of the Universe to impart new
ideas to us, to create new scenes, to enlarge all our horizons.”
What Dr. Holmes means is that the thought and the thinker
are never separate. If I have an idea I want to see demonstrated in
my life – more money, a better job, right and perfect relationship,
or health and vitality – I have to call upon the “inspiration of the
creative Genius” to see that happen.
Putting God in the mix is always a necessary component to
manifesting my desires. The Spirit within me cannot be limited in
any way. If there is bondage of any kind – belief in lack and limitation
– it is within my consciousness, and I must work diligently to shift
my consciousness. There is nothing in my life that really needs to
be healed anyway; there is only a greater and more progressive idea
to be revealed.
God needed form to express; therefore, we have been created
in the image and likeness of God. All the attributes that we define as
the nature of God are those same qualities of being that we embrace
at the human level. Love, peace, joy, and harmony all define the
nature of God. They define our nature, too, when we are in conscious
contact with God on a daily basis.
There is no separation, and there is a congruency that speaks
to the soul of who we are. The dark periods or the times in our lives
when we suffer occur because we have separated ourselves from
Source Energy.
We are not punished for our mistakes but by our mistakes. If our
thinking is negative, there are consequences to that thinking, and the
logical outcome is a negative life experience. If our current thinking
causes us pain, find something more interesting to think about. The
logical consequence of a more interesting thought process is a more
interesting life.
New ideas, new scenes, and an enlarged horizon provide a “vista
that is perfect, the vision sublime. The floodgates of my mind are
opened up and a floodtide of intuition flows through.” God always
says YES so why not have God say yes to an idea whose time has
come – “an idea of something new, something bigger to transpire.”
Let God work through us by working for us. And so it is.

Germain Street School’s Kindergarten students from Mrs. Mussler’s
class visited the Chatsworth Court House Friday, April 13, courtesy
of a local law firm.
Valley Voice Photo

Where fun and fitness come together

We designed Club 50 Fitness specifically for people 50 and older. We offer a lowimpact, easy to follow 30-minute workout program in a fun, motivating group
exercise format. It's efficient, effective and it has the power to improve the quality
of your life. Club 50 Fitness isn't for everyone, but it just may be for you.

TWO MONTHS FREE

“Based on a one-year membership. Enrollment fees apply. Not valid with any other offers.
Some restrictions apply. New members only. Expires May 30, 2007

Addressing the fitness
needs of people over 50.

Rev. Dr. Maureen Hoyt is the Pastor of Granada Hills
Church of Religious Science Center for Positive Living at
17622 Chatsworth Street, Granada Hills.

10168 Mason Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311
818-718-2006
©2005, Club 50 Fitness. All rights reserved.

SIERRACANYONDAYCAMP
We bring out the best in kids.
Kids bring out the best in us.

F

irls
Boys & G
Ages 4-14

or 36 years, we’ve been creating life-long memories, one
fun-filled day at a time. That’s because we provide the
ultimate day camp experience. At Sierra Canyon Day Camp
you’ll find…

JOIN US AT
AN OPEN HOUSE!

� More than 30 varied activities daily
� Specialty camps such as Sports, Rock Band, Movie Making
and Cheer
� Extended Day Care and shuttle transportation
� 12 acres of land with outdoor fields, a go-kart race track and
air-conditioned facilities

For more information,
call (818) 882-8121.

Sundays, March 11th,
April 22nd and June 3rd
1 p.m.–4 p.m.

SIERRACANYONDAYCAMP

www.SierraCanyonDayCamp.com 11052 Independence Avenue, Chatsworth, CA 91311 (818) 882-8121
May, 2007
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Fire up

the Grill!

May 12th, 12–3pm

Whole Foods Market has all your grilling needs covered—whether you’re looking for
fresh meats and seafood, meat alternatives, or even all the BBQ accompaniments to go
with your food. Stop in for a mouth-watering sample of some summer favorites hot
off the grill as you get ready for barbecue season. We have tips for beginners on
the best way to grill plus recipes perfect for your summer gatherings.

$5.00 off
your next purchase of $25 or more!

Offer valid at Whole Foods Market Porter Ranch location only. No copies
accepted. One coupon per customer per purchase. Expires 6/3/07.

May, 2007
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Whole Foods Market Porter Ranch
19340 Rinaldi St, Northridge, CA 91326
818.363.3933 • Store Hours: 8 am – 10 pm

(888) SHOP-WFM • www.wholefoodsmarket.com
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Can Valley Avoid
Summer Outages?

T

he Department of Water and Power needs
to do more to prepare for high temperatures
this summer to avoid the power outages that
plagued parts of the Valley during last year’s heat
wave, members of a City Council committee said.
DWP officials appeared before the council’s
Energy and Environment Committee to give an
update on their preparations for the summer and
plans to deal with elevated power demand.
We had 90-degree weather in March, which
was fairly unusual for this region, and I think,
as we’ve discussed, global warming is here, and
we have to be able to respond,’’ Councilwoman
Wendy Greuel said.
Henry Martinez, the DWP’s power systems
manager, told the panel the utility has been working
to replace aging transformers throughout the city
to help prevent the failures that left many residents
in the dark -- and without air conditioning -- for
extended periods last summer.
But the job is a big one. There are about

126,000 transformers in the city. He said about
1,300 transformers have been replaced.
``We have 500 transformers that failed
during a seven-day period,’’ Martinez said of last
summer’s heat wave. ``Those were replaced, not
like for like, but we actually replaced them with
higher-capacity transformers.’’
DWP officials said they hope to replace a
total of 3,000 transformers by the end of the year,
but council members said the utility should do
more to be prepared for a heat wave. They said the
utility needs to do more outreach to get people to
conserve energy during high-demand periods and
have more operators on hand to field residents’
calls.
Martinez conceded that the utility considered
last year’s heat storm a rare event, and officials
did not consider it when developing their energydemand forecast for the coming year.
``Then that’s frightening,’’ Councilwoman
Jan Perry said.

Clear Channel, CBS Targeted

Time to Rid Valley
Of Illegal Signs?

L

os Angeles City Attorney Rocky
Delgadillo has announced his support
for state legislation that would give
teeth to regulations on illegally erected or modified
billboards in the Valley and city.
SB 563 would remove protections granted to
the owners of illegal free-standing billboards who
have not been cited within five years -- after that,
the signs are deemed to be ``lawfully erected.’’
The measure would also close a loophole that
allows billboard owners to be compensated for
government-ordered sign removals.
The state Senate’s Transportation and Housing
Committee is considering the measure, which was
introduced by Sen. Mark Ridley Thomas, D-Los
Angeles.
``If you don’t get written notice that you
violated the law within five years, it’s presumed to
be legal,’’ Delgadillo said during a City Hall news
conference. ``We have an un-level playing field in
the courts and under the law, and all I’m asking for
is a level playing field so we can fight to protect
our communities.’’
The bill would also allow cities and counties
to require the removal of some billboards in

T

Plastic on Way Out?
Bags, not Credit Cards!

aking a cue from San Francisco, the Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors has
agreed to study a ban on petroleum-based,
plastic shopping bags.
Supervisors Yvonne Burke and Zev
Yaroslavsky asked the Department of Public
Works to determine the pros and cons of adopting
a policy to ban petroleum-based plastic bags, and
to assess how paper and plastic bags are recycled
within the county.
“It is a very interesting and a very
challenging problem that we have,” said Donald
Wolfe, director of Public Works.
“Plastic bags are a major source of
pollution, basically with trash strewn in our public
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commercial areas without cash compensation after
several years, depending on the value of the sign.
That provision, according to supporters, would
decrease ``visual blight.’’
A half-dozen inspectors keep watch over the
construction and maintenance of some 10,000
billboards across the city, but it’s unclear how
many were illegally erected, Delgadillo said.
Delgadillo said his office has helped to
negotiate the removal of 600 illegally erected or
altered billboards.
``The current law has no teeth in it -- it’s a
joke,’’ the city attorney said.
John Welborne, president of the conservation
group Scenic California, supports the bill.
“Blight from billboards is something
that has a negative impact on the
economy of the people who live in the city,” he
said.
Welborne charged that Clear Channel
Outdoor and CBS Outdoor erect the most
illegal billboards in Los Angeles.
Executives from the billboard firms could
not immediately be reached for comment on
his claim.

ways and on private property, and a very important
issue with respect to water quality in Los Angeles
County because of the number of bags that wind
up in the waters.”
The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency estimates Americans use 380 billion
plastic bags a year. About 20 percent of paper bags
and just 1 percent of plastic bags are recycled.
Biodegradable plastic bags, typically
made from corn or potato starch, are considered to
have less of an impact on the environment.
Marine creatures also choke on, or get
caught in, discarded plastic bags, and that was
one the reasons for San Francisco’s City Council
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Disney Gives $250,000
To Boys & Girls Clubs
In celebration of National Boys & Girls
Clubs Week, The Walt Disney Company helped
brighten the lives of approximately 220,000
youngsters by donating $5,000 to the Boys and
Girls club of the West Valley and an identical
amount to the other 43 Boys & Girls Clubs in
Los Angeles and Orange Counties.
Each of the 44 Clubs also received
50 complimentary admission tickets to
Disneyland.

Orange Line Eyes
Chatsworth Depot
The project to extend the highly successful
Orange Line Busway north along Canoga
Avenue, from Warner Center to Chatsworth
Depot Train Station continues to advance
rapidly.
Metro approved contracts for firms to do
public outreach and preliminary environmental
and engineering work. It has laid out an intensive
schedule for the project to meet the January
2009 deadline, in order to spend the State funds
available to improve north/south traffic in the
San Fernando Valley. Public hearings will be
held soon.

Move to Preserve
“Dynamite Shack”

Councilman Greig Smith has introduced to
have the “Dynamite Shack,” a piece of pioneer
history, declared a City historical-cultural
monument.
The Dynamite Shack, located near the
historic Minnie-Palmer residence in Chatsworth
Park, was utilized to store dynamite used to
build the Santa Susana Railroad Tunnel between
1898 and 1904. “The pioneer-era relic of the rich
history of our community should be protected
and preserved for future generations,” said
Smith.

Bradley Stamp?

The Los Angeles City Council is supporting
efforts to issue a postage stamp honoring Tom
Bradley, the city’s first African-American
mayor.
The council urged the federal Citizen’s
Stamp Advisory Committee to approve the
stamp. The evaluation committee selects 20 to
30 new subjects for commemorative stamps
from a list of about 50,000 suggestions each
year, according to Larry Dozier, a spokesman
for the U.S. Postal Service.
Bradley died Sept. 29, 1998 of a heart attack
at the age of 81.
It typically takes three years for a
commemorative stamp to be issued.

Illegal Gang Members
May Face Deportation
Gang members who are convicted of
violating court-ordered gang injunctions will
be checked by federal authorities to determine
whether they are in the country illegally and
should be deported, according to City Attorney
Rocky Delgadillo. ``If a gang member is
convicted beyond a reasonable doubt of violating
an injunction, all bets are off,’’ Delgadillo said.
``We want the federal authorities to
determine whether any of the convicted gang
members are, in fact, in this country illegally,
and then process their case accordingly, which
may include, among other things, a deportation
proceeding.’’
``The mayor supports the policy as part
of our comprehensive effort to reduce gang
violence,’’ mayoral aide Matt Szabo said of
Delgadillo’s plan.
Last year, 350 gang members were convicted
of violating court-ordered gang injunctions.
It was unclear how many of the city’s 40,000
gang members are in the country illegally, but
the number is believed to be ``substantial,’’
Delgadillo said.
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The Little League Pledge – Play Ball!
by David Weinberg, Valley Voice Contributor

• 2•
I trust in God

Valley Voice Photos

I love my country
And will respect its laws
I will play fair
And strive to win
But win or lose
I will always do my best

T

he Little League Pledge was written in
1954 by Peter J. McGovern who was
then the Little League President, and
it has remained unchanged for 53 years. The
pledge is being recited before most every Little
League game throughout the world. What great
words to live and play by.
Having played Little League when I was
a child, I remember reciting the pledge but
never giving it much thought. Now, as a coach
in Little League and reciting it before each
game, I have come to respect the words and
the meaning of this pledge. Little League and
baseball in general, has become such a large
presence in everyone’s daily lives. We are so
very lucky to be able to be a part of this great
American pastime.
Northridge Little League has provided a
venue for so many children over the years. It is

Two of the “feared” New York Yankees, Ben Garfinkel,
left, and Drew Weinberg, right.
a place where children can learn to play baseball
and softball. Learn what it is like playing a game
that has been around for over 100 years. Northridge
Little League continues to provide children with a
place to learn to not only play baseball but respect
the game, the coaches, there teammates and, the
tradition of baseball.
Each season that I coach baseball, I give my
players something to work on during the season
with respect to baseball. This year I am coaching
the 5 and 6 year old Sr. Tee Ball Yankees. Being
a tried and true Dodger fan, this was a difficult
transition for me. But, being the coach that I am,
I embraced the challenge with open arms and an
open heart.
This year what I did was to have each child
look up his jersey number and tell me what Yankee
player wore their number and a little about the
history of that number. It has been a fun learning

Photo day for all teams was held
Saturday, April 14th.
experience for the children.
We have learned why home plate was called
the “dish”, how many stitches are on a baseball
and many other interesting facts about baseball.
Each year I have the children draw a baseball
diamond and put all the positions down on the
paper to learn those positions. It is really fun to
see the different renditions of a baseball field.
What a really fun way to learn about baseball
and learn how to play the game.
The Sr. Tee Ball Yankees are comprised
of a great group of children. They play hard
and strive to win, but win or lose, they always
do their best. I am proud to be their coach and
I look forward to working with them in future
years.

PLAY BALL!



Your Business Card Here
Only $75 Monthly

Reaches Over 50,000 Readers
(That’s $3 Per Thousand
By Category)
Looking For Co-Writer For Book On Israel
(most material completed)

$20 First Visit
Over 20 Years
Experience

Mail your Check and Business Card to:

19360 Rinaldi St., Suite 502, Porter Ranch, CA 91326 • 818-341-4839
May, 2007
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LOCAL Events
Local Church
Sets Kids’ Nites

“Fusion,” a mid-week program that
provides children K to 5th grade to make
friends with others begins May 23, and
continues every Wednesday through July 18,
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
According to Jason Scott, Shepherd of
Hills Church, Porter Ranch, kids “will learn
about God’s plan for their lives.” Lessons
are reinforced in small groups with handouts,
discussion, prayer, DVD media and fun
games.
For more information, call Jason at 818831-9333, ext. 224, or jscott@theshepherd.
org. The church is located at 19700 Rinaldi
Street.

T

Reagan Library
To Host Debate

he Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library will host a debate on May 3
featuringmajor candidates for the Republican
presidential nomination.
It will be the first presidential debate
ever at the Simi Valley library.
The debate will air nationally on
MSNBC, and stream live over the Web on
politico.com, where viewers will have
a chance to submit questions through
the Internet, library officials said.
The invitations to the candidates
will come from former first lady Nancy
Reagan, who said her late husband hoped
the library ``would be a place where
policy makers could debate the future.’’
``This presidential debate provides the
opportunity to fulfill his wishes,’’ she said.
President Ronald Reagan died in 2004,
at age 93.

D

S.O.L.I.D. Pancake
Breakfast May 5

on’t miss the “Supporters of Law
Enforcement” in Devonshire’s annual
all-you-can-eat Pancake Breakfast, Saturday,
May 5, from 7:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., at the
Devonshire Police Station, 10250 Etiwanda
Ave., Northridge. Tickets are $5.
Kids get a free fingerprint/photo ID.

All proceeds go to provide our police with
non-City supplied equipment.
For more info, call (818) 756-9011

Cancer Society’s Relay for Life!

Y

ou are encouraged to start your own team for
the American Cancer Soceity’s Valley Relay
for Life! June 2 to 3 at Birmingham High School
in Van Nuys.
The Valley Relay For Life is a fun-filled
overnight event designed to bring together
those who have been touched by cancer in our
community. The event will celebrate survivorship
and raise money to help the American Cancer
Society in its mission to save lives, help those
who have been touched by cancer, and empower
individuals to fight back.
For more information, call Nikki Keeley,
Publicity Chair at 818-648-8224 or via email at
relaynikki@yahoo.com.
Detailed event information can be found by
visiting the website, www.valleyrelayforlife.org.

Farmer’s Market Re-Opens at NFC

B

aseball is here, and so is the re-opening
of Northridge Fashion Center’s Farmers’
Market, held each Wednesday from 5 p.m. – 9
p.m.
The Farmer’s Market, now in its 9th season,
draws nearly 5,000 visitors each week who enjoy
the rides, crafts, live entertainment, organic and
specialty food vendors, petting zoo, and of course
the wonderful fresh fruit and produce at the
Farmer’s Market. Free parking is available.
Northridge Fashion Center is at 9301 Tampa
Ave., off Tampa Ave., near Borders Bookstore.
For more info call (818) 701-7051.

Music Competition
Deadline is May 1st

J

Citrus Sunday Set for May 6

oin this volunteer event! Pick citrus in your
backyard and bring it Sunday, May 6 to
drop-off points across the West Valley. The
much-needed fresh fruit will be distributed to
the needy through local food banks.
The central meeting point will be
Northridge Park, 18300 Lemarsh St., (Reseda
& Devonshire)
For information on drop-off points and
how to participate, contact Elizabeth Wiessner
at (818) 756-8501 or email Elizabeth.
Wiessner@lacity.org.

O

Operation Gratitude
Patriotic Drive

peration Gratitude will hold a Memorial
Day Weekend event of packing and
shipping care packages and messages for our
troops stationed overseas, May 26 - 27.
For more information, schedules,
and to volunteer email Carolyn Blashek at
cblashek@aol.com.

T

Open House May 19
At Sanitation Yard

he Bureau of Sanitation will hold an
Open House Sat., May 19, from 9 a.m.
ay 1 is the deadline to enter a competition
–
3
p.m.
at the West Valley District Yard, 8840
for young pianists and singers to be held
Vanalden
Avenue, Northridge.
this summer at UCLA, with more than $250,000
See
demonstrations
of sanitation trucks and
in prizes up for grabs, it was announced recently.
other
equipment.
Tour
the sanitation yard and
The José Iturbi International Music
repair
shop.
Competition will take place at UCLA
There will be free food, games, and prizes
June 17-23, and in a nod to the increasingly
for
the
kids.
popular ``American Idol’’-style contests, audience
For
more info, call (800) 773-2489 or
members will be able to vote for their favorites.
visit
www.lacity.org/san.
Donelle Dadigan, president of the José Iturbi
Foundation, said the contest is open to pianists and

M

(Continued from Page 4 - “The Bible in Education”)
The Bible becomes our source of hope, a promise of life beyond the
grave through Jesus Christ. To quote the prophet Isaiah, “Do you not know?
Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends
of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one
can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the
weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;
but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not
be faint.” Isaiah 40:28-31
We live in a world filled with wars, uncertainty, sickness, violence,
tragedy, and hurt, people are yearning to learn about a hope that is sure. I
believe this hope comes from the Bible, a love letter from God to each of
us. Oh, how it would impact this country if our children were able to study
this Book, this beautiful and historical piece of literature that our country’s
forefathers so loved. My prayer echoes that of Chuck Pundit—that we would
indeed introduce the Bible in our public schools, so our children are aware of
its impact on people and history, as well as the hope it brings. And then let
us allow God to speak through it as He wills.
- Edited by Rhona Cue
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford is the Senior Pastor of Shepherd of the
Hills Church in Porter Ranch, CA.
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singers of any nationality born between Jan. 1,
1976, and Jan. 1, 1989.
Applications may be completed and
submitted at www.joseiturbifoundation.org.
Two dozen applicants -- 12 pianists and
12 singers -- will be chosen to compete.
The first prize will be $50,000, and two
``People’s Choice’’ awards -- one for a pianist
and one for a singer--  of $10,000 will be
handed out after the ``live” audience votes in
the final round.
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Fitness and Jogging
By Norman Molesko

I was trotting along a road in the morning air.
I was well-aware of my feelings and surroundings there.
My body was behaving as a well-oiled machine,
I was jogging past trees in shades of green.
My chest rose and fell, lungs functioning well,
Loping along, agile as a swift gazelle.
The muscles in my legs and arms worked like a charm.
The jogging brought a sense of calm to my youthful mind.
Top fitness was experienced, then and there.
I feel like sharing this memory with you, now and here.
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“Valley Voice” Revisits
Disneyland’s A – E Tickets
by Margaret Coughlin, Valley Voice Contributor

R

emember when you were ten or eleven years
old and relished the power of propelling
your swing just as high as you wanted?
You braced your arms, put your legs together with
toes pointed, balanced yourself and moved higher
and higher until you reached your objective: legs
silhouetted against the sky and finally reaching
the peak when you felt as if you were soaring up
and away! My memories of those feelings are still
real, even now.
Eventually, I moved down the mature road of
life and the exuberance of flying high evaporated
into the less than thrilling carnival or resort
rides because I became timid. Then Disneyland
happened. Exhilarating rides beckoned. Children
clamored to visit this Magic Kingdom. My own
three were no exception.
The older two, eight and nine years of
age, were full of excitement when, one summer
evening, I casually mentioned that we would go
there for two days. The youngest, only five, boldly
added his comments. He would go on all the rides,
too. No one asked me what I wanted.
Those were the days of the A to E tickets and

required much bartering and exchanging among
the family so each child was able to get on the
ride desired. Many of the D and E tickets for the
most thrilling and adventurous rides came from
me and the five year old, of course. And he and
I followed a sedate path of A and B places until
the Matterhorn Mountain loomed in front of us.
Unfortunately, my older two appeared at the exact
same time.
“Mom! Can I go?” Two spoke with a single
voice.
“Look at the size of the line, kids. We’ll have
to wait forever.”
“We’ll wait. The line’ll go fast.”
While we discussed the matter of E tickets, these
kids had cleverly finagled us
into that long line and already we were no longer
at the tail end. Group gravity and anticipation
pushed all four of us forward.
“But I have Brian. He’s only five. He can’t
go.”
Youthful voices surrounding us authoritatively
reassured my family that as long as there was an
adult on his seat, the smaller one could go on

the ride. You can guess who was the happiest of
them all. You can wager on who was the most
miserable. Time passed as time does and all too
soon it was my turn to get into the car with Brian
who couldn’t contain himself. He bounced in and
waved to everyone in the cars.
You know the routine: Deception is the name
of the game. A gentle turn, a gradual ride up the
mountain side and then - whoosh! The real ride
took off. All I can recall of that experience was
that I let out ear-piercing screams and within ten
seconds grabbed onto Brian and never let go. I’m
sure he had bruises.
Providentially, his yells were high-pitched, too,
and he laughed the whole time.
Thank goodness, all rides come to a
conclusion and I exited, trying to appear unruffled
and calm. We were met with glorious enthusiasm
at the gate.
“Bri, did you like it?”
“Were you scared?”
The youngster swaggered and preened.
“Naw. I wasn’t scared at all. And Mom was
there.”

The Wheelchair
by Rochelle Linick, Valley Voice Contributor

S

proceeded to push me to my gate. This was pre9/11 so there were no security lines to negotiate.
As we waited for the elevator to take us to the
departure lounge level, I began to realize that the
attendant would bend down, place his face almost
on top of and smack dab in front of mine and shout
at me every time he said something. I very nicely
pointed out to him my hearing was not impaired,
only my ankle.
We made our way down the concourse towards
the gate. As people approached us heading in the
other direction one of
two things occurred.
The vast majority would
quickly avert their eyes
so as not to look at me
directly. It was as if they
were afraid of me, or they
By Norman Molesko
were embarrassed for
me, or they just couldn’t
was sitting cross-legged against a tree
deal with having to
In the middle of a large grass lawn.
acknowledge someone
I don’t exactly remember the time
different.
But I know it was between dusk and dawn.
Others
would
smile and shout hello or

everal years ago I sprained my ankle,
necessitating a bulky ace bandage, the day
before having to fly coast to coast on a
business trip. The flight required changing planes
at a large airport. My daughter wisely suggested
I had better arrange for wheel chair assistance or I
would never make the connecting flight.
When I arrived at the departure airport, the
curb-side check-in skycap called for the wheel
chair I had requested. When it arrived a very
pleasant young man helped me into the chair and

A Saga in Green
I

I was sitting down on my behind.
On a blade of grass I focused my mind.
All my other thoughts were at an impasse
Except attending to this one blade of grass.

have a nice day or some other pleasant greeting.
Definitely the minority response, but nonetheless
a response of any kind was better than total
avoidance.
The exact same reactions took place during
the plane change experience at the next airport,
and again at my final destination.
I wonder why those who said anything at all
felt it was necessary to shout, just as the wheelchair attendant had done? What is it in our human
nature that makes it so difficult to accept different?
Is it fear? Is it the universal feeling that, “There
but by the grace of God go I?
Obviously this experience had a lasting
impact on me as I still remember it vividly after
so many years, and have thought of it every time
I see someone in a wheel chair. Accordingly, my
reaction has been to not behave that way when I
encounter a wheel-chair-bound person.
I smile, say something pleasant without
shouting, hold open a door and try to acknowledge
without being patronizing. Sometimes I am
rewarded with a return smile or thank you. Often
times I am ignored. That’s O.K. If it makes the
stranger feel better, it’s worth it. But I am not
altruistic. I do it for me

I looked carefully at this green blade.
Staunchly and fearlessly it stood without any motion.
Suddenly a light breeze descended which made
The blade bends slowly to and fro in reaction.
I was intrigued with the swaying blade in contrast
To the other non-moving clumps of grass.
For this swaying blade was in its own class
Thus causing this single blade to seem an outcast.
The concentration that I maintained,
Was quite deep and all-consuming.
In perceiving the blade’s swaying motion
Its individual gymnastics were quite amusing.
Then if by magic, other blades became energized, wow.
The breeze had strengthened and was changeable by now.
Numerous swayings by the other blades started somehow.
The grasses had been transformed into a busy pow-wow.
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Lots of action is shown in a game between
Rookies at Chatsworth Recreation Center.
Valley Voice Photo
Valley Voice
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Living In & Specializing In
818-349-3444
The North Valley! Steve
Teri 818-349-4040
For Great Results...
List your home with

Steve & Teri Goldbaum
The Gold Team
www.GranadaHillsHomesForSale.com

www.NorthridgeHomesForSale.info
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www.ChatsworthHomesForSale.info
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11920 WoodRanch Rd.
$1,099,500
Prestigious Greyhawk Estates. 4 bdrm (bonus rm upstairs
could be 5th bdrm), 3,379 sq. ft., study/library, formal
dining room, open large kitchen w/ center island, 3 car
garage, ﬁreplaces in living room, family room, & master
bedroom. Awesome family home in great neighborhood.

17088 Kingsbury
$839,500
Gorgeous remodel, 5 bdrms, 3 baths, 2340 sq.ft., spacious
ﬂoor plan w/ maple ﬂooring, granite counters in kitchen &
baths, formal dining, frplc in living rm, new windows, new
roof, large driveway w/ room for many cars and/or RV,
sparkling large pool, lot size over 9,000 sq.ft. Move in ready.

21101 Celtic St.

$1,079,000

Fabulous Chatsworth home, 5 bdrms, 2.75 baths, 3006 sq.ft.,
living rm w/frplc, custom remodeled kitchen w/cherry cabinets,
granite counters, wine cooler, dbl oven, brkfst bar, large family
rm, 1bd/1bath downstairs, lrg master w/ walk-in and dbl doors
to spacious balcony, beautiful pool and spa w/ gazebo, custom
upgrades thruout, new windows, plantation shutters must see!

10956 Wystone Ave.
$785,000
Great Porter Ranch home on cul-de-sac, 4 bdrm, 2.75 ba,
2498 sqft., lrg open kitchen w/ tile counters, dbl oven, eat ing area, formal dining rm, huge open living rm w/ frplc,
bath, 3 car garage, rm for rv prk, park-like bckyd w/ fruit
trees and covered patio, mint condition, great schools
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17301 Bircher St.
$949,000
Gorgeous home, 3 bed, 2.5 bath, 2,938 sq. ft., large family
rm w/ wet bar & frplce, elegant living rm & formal dining w/
large open windows to private backyard, kitchen w/ granite
counters, marble ﬂooring, master suite w/ walk-in closets and
frplce & master bath with frplce & spa tub.

11560 Mclennan

$729,000

Awesome home w/ great curb appeal, landscaped front
kitchen w/ oak cabinets, dbl oven, family rm, living rm
w/ frplc, remodeled baths, serene bckyd w/ replastered
pool & spa and very private. Signature Home.
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16447 Shamhart

$699,500

driveway w/ gated rv parking, kitchen w/ dbl oven,
newer appl, living rm w/ frplc, master bedroom w/
remodeled bath, new roof, new milgard windows,
mint condition in great neighborhood.

11633 Balboa Blvd.
$599,500
Beautifully remodeled family home with 4 bdrm, 2.75 bath,
1,624 sq. ft., huge family room, living room w/ brick frplce,
gorgeous brick ﬂooring, new windows, open kitchen w/
breakfast bar, double oven & bay window, master bedroom
w/ private bath, large backyard with RV parking.

10766 Forbes

$579,500

Remodeled w/ attention to detail, 3 bdrms, 1.75 ba., 1513

open kitchen, w/ new appliances, tile counters & brkfst
bar, all new dbl paned windows, master bdrm w/ bath,
copper plumbing, knock down ceilings, new garage door,
new vinyl siding, grt bckyd open, rv parking & work shed.

For a Free Home Evaluation call The Gold Team - Steve & Teri Goldbaum 818-349-3444

