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By the 300 Million Americans

was born on July 4, 1776, and the Declaration of
Independence is my birth certificate. The bloodlines of
the world run in my veins, because I offered freedom
to the oppressed. I am many things, and many people. I am
the nation.
I am 300 million living souls – and the ghost of millions
who have lived and died for me.
I am Nathan Hale and Paul Revere. I stood at
Lexington and fired the shot heard around the world. I am
Washington, Jefferson and Patrick Henry. I am John Paul
Jones, the Green Mountain Boys and Davy Crockett. I am
Lee and Grant and Abe Lincoln.
I remember the Alamo, the Maine, Pearl Harbor and
the Twin Towers. When freedom called I answered and
stayed until it was over, over there. I left my heroic dead
in Flanders Fields, on the rock of Corregidor, on the bleak
slopes of Korea, in the steaming jungle of Vietnam, and in
the wretched streets and roads of Iraq and Afghanistan.
I am the Brooklyn Bridge, the wheat lands of Kansas
and the granite hills of Vermont. I am the coal fields of

the Virginias and Pennsylvania, the fertile lands of the
West, the Golden Gate and the Grand Canyon. I am
Independence Hall, the Monitor and the Merrimac.
I am big. I sprawl from the Atlantic to the Pacific…
my arms reach out to embrace Alaska and Hawaii… 3
million square miles throbbing with industry. I am a farm.
I am forest, field, mountain and desert. I am quiet villages
– and cities that never sleep.
You can look at me and see Ben Franklin walking
down the streets of Philadelphia with his breadloaf under
his arm. You can see Betsy Ross with her needle. You can
see the lights of Chanukah and Christmas, and hear the
strains of “Auld Lang Syne,” as the calendar turns.
I am Babe Ruth, Jackie Robinson, Willie Mays, Sandy
Koufax and the World Series. I am schools and colleges,
and churches and Temples where my people worship God
as they think best. I am a ballot dropped in a box, the roar
of a crowd in a stadium and the voice of a choir. I am an
editorial in a newspaper, a letter to Congressman, and an
e-mail to a friend.
(Continued on Page 4)
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EDITORIALS
Over $220 Million

LAUSD, Other Agencies Overcharged by DWP

T

A Divided Nation, Congress, Tackle
Immigration Reform
By Katie Williams, Valley Voice Reporter

C

he Department of Water and Power overcharged the county, Los Angeles Unified
School District and other entities more than $220 million for electricity for nearly
20 years, according to a judge's ruling that was hailed by agencies that stand to
recover millions from the utility.
San Bernardino County Superior Court Judge John P. Wade issued the tentative
decision, finding that the DWP must pay $223.8 million in damages to the various
plaintiffs for overcharges dating back to at least 1988.
In a statement, DWP General Manager Ron Deaton said the agency “strongly
disagrees” with the judge's tentative ruling. Deaton said the utility will appeal the ruling
if it is not “substantively changed” before it becomes final.
According to the lead attorneys in the case, the LAUSD would receive
nearly $95 million in refunds, while the county would get $45.2 million, UCLA would
receive $5.3 million, the Los Angeles Community College District would get $7.8 million
and various state agencies would receive a total of $31.3 million.
The ruling could also have dire consequences for the city budget.
The judge's ruling found that the transfer of funds from the DWP to the
city treasury was a ``prohibited tax.'' According to the Los Angeles Times, the DWP
transferred about $174.7 million in power revenues to the city treasury in 2006-07, and
the recently passed 2007-08 budget projects a $184.6 million transfer -- or about 2.7
percent of city revenue.
“It's a very significant case, because basically the court is saying
the DWP overcharged their customers, including the community colleges, the school
district, the prison, Department of Corrections -- and basically the city is funding its
operations by charging other taxpayers more money for the power,” state Attorney General
Jerry Brown said. “So it is shocking and it definitely violates our government code.”
Brown said an appeal by the DWP would be a “waste of money for the city
of L.A.”
M

alifornia has not been the same ever since debates over immigration have or only beating down one another – so who wins? Does either side care what most
become the main actor on Washington’s stage in recent months – the whole Americans think – other than on the first Tuesday of November 2008?
country is concerned with immigration reform, but few states are as focused
The most interesting part about the new bill on the floor of the Senate is not so
on it as California. Both sides have threatened to kill the new immigration bill, much the debates, some which sparked Sens. Barack Obama and Lindsey Graham into
and in June, neither Republican nor Democrat
a yelling match, or the numerous amendments proposed,
could get enough support either way to pass
of which did not pass, including one by Senator
Republicans want the borders much most
it.
Clinton.
tighter, much faster. Conservative political
A vote was taken to close discussion on
But there is even more to be seen, something that
the bill, which fell 15 votes short, meaning,
analyst Ann Coulter wrote on June 6, “And neither CNN nor Fox News is devoting hours of airtime
there is much more to be determined.
as long as we're adopting an open borders to – the fact that the American people are recognizing the
President Bush supports the bill saying
between themselves and their legislators, and this
policy for immigration, how about opening divide
that it, “puts border security first, establishes
makes room for the birth of a new kind of candidate.
the borders for emigration? As it stands,
a temporary worker program to meet the
Now there is a divide specifically within the
legitimate needs of our growing economy,
anyone can come in and start plotting conservative party; some siding with The White House,
sets up a mandatory system for verifying
not. This is what makes this period of time so
terrorist attacks or collecting government others
employment eligibility and resolves the status
intriguing – the American people have brought questions
services right away. But the rest of us can to the table, courtesy of the immigration bill, and they
of the estimated 12 million people who are
here illegally.”
never escape having to pay for it.”
have received unsatisfying answers.
Meanwhile, both sides are skeptical.
It allows for a break in the GOP, making room
Republicans want the borders much tighter,
for a new representative to emerge, someone with true
much faster. Conservative political analyst Ann Coulter wrote on June 6, “And conservative values for a changing conservative party. Could there be a Mormon in The
as long as we're adopting an open borders policy for immigration, how about White House? A visit to the popular website myspace.com will show you that there are
opening the borders for emigration? As it stands, anyone can come in and start some leaders who are very much in touch with voters; just visit their profiles and view
plotting terrorist attacks or collecting government services right away. But the the comments lay people are posting.
rest of us can never escape having to pay for it.”
Some contenders are reaching voters
Her sarcasm demonstrates that people are tired of the back and forth; they on their own level. Or could the next four
want solutions now. And Democrats are busy analyzing how this Republican years be the Clinton Era part II? Could
slowdown affects their competition for Presidential nominees, such as Senator the audacity of hope catch a younger
John McCain, evident in the amount of time news media is paying to, not the generation, enough to make more than
issue but, how it hurts the GOP. Both sides are fighting and frustrated.
a ripple in the sea of contenders? Or,
Are all of these Senate debates about what the American people want,
(Continued on Page 4)

L.A. Ethics Group Fines Politicians

T

he Los Angeles Ethics Commission unanimously agreed to levy $24,150 in fines for various campaign violations committed
by City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo, Councilman Tony Cardenas and former Mayor James K. Hahn.
The commission issued an $11,450 fine against Delgadillo for 30 violations connected to his re-election campaign two
years ago. Delgadillo's campaign treasurer, David Gould, failed to provide a detailed accounting of 25 officeholder expenditures in
2005, according to the Ethics Commission. He also made five expenditures during the 2005 blackout period that were disallowed.
Delgadillo, who was elected city attorney in 2001 and re-elected without opposition on March 8, 2005, announced recently
that he has established a legal defense fund to raise money to pay for the anticipated ethics fines.
The Ethics Commission also issued a $7,250 fine against Cardenas for 25 violations committed during his failed bid for the
City Council's Second District seat in 2002.
City laws allow an individual to make $500 maximum contributions per candidate in each election cycle, but Cardenas'
campaign broke that rule 14 times, according to an Ethics Commission complaint.
Cardenas also failed to file 11 copies of campaign literature with the Ethics Commission, according to the complaint.
Cardenas lost a runoff election to Councilwoman Wendy Greuel in 2002 in the race to replace former Councilman Joel Wachs.
Cardenas, a former three-term state assemblyman, was elected to the City Council in 2003 to represent the Sixth District.
The commission also issued a $5,450 fine against Hahn for seven campaign contribution violations connected to his failed bid
for re-election two years ago.
Hahn was elected mayor in 2001, but was defeated by Antonio Villaraigosa in the 2005 mayoral race.
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Hate: to dislike intensely or passionately; feel
extreme hostility toward; detest.
Revenge: to exact punishment or expiation
for a wrong on behalf of, esp. in a resentful or
vindictive spirit.
Hate. It’s a strong word. It’s a word that can
overtake your emotions. Sometimes we can get
into a situation where we feel so strongly about
something that might have happened to us. We
have this negative feeling towards someone or
something and we can suddenly get wrapped up in
all of it. Our main focus and energy is shifted to
this emotion. We can get involved in a whirlwind
of feeling and before we know it, we are completely
taken over by it.
Revenge. It goes hand in hand with hate.
When someone has done something to intentionally
hurt you, you can often feel like getting them back.
You might feel like you want them to experience
the same pain that you felt. You want them to
know what you went through and how you might
have been affected. You want to seek revenge.
Often times in life bad things can happen
to us. They can happen to you when you don’t
deserve it and they can be done by people you

know and people you don’t know. There is no way
of controlling what someone else does to you. You
can’t manage their actions or behaviors.
What you can control however, is how YOU
handle the situation. This doesn’t mean that you
won’t be hurt by another and it certainly doesn’t
mean that you won’t be affected. What I’m saying
is that you can control the way that you behave in
the aftermath.
You can take something negative and make it
a learning experience. Using up your energy and
time hating someone is only wasting your time.
What ends up happening is that other aspects of our
lives soon begin to be affected by our consumption
of this one feeling. It’s hard to be the “bigger
person” and ignore what has been done to you.
It is even harder to actually be O.K. with
moving forward. But when you do finally press
forward you feel a weight lifted off your shoulders.
It’s not easy to forgive someone, especially if you
have been really hurt by them.
One wrong action is not deserving of another
and you retaliating makes you no better than they
are. Spending time being angry takes away from
the time you can be happy.

Cancer Claims Chatsworth Man

L.A. Prosecutors
In Nasty Turf War

Ventura County Sued In
Rocketdyne Death

A

Chatsworth man who lived near the Santa Susana
Field Laboratory for 30 years has died of cancer,
and his family is suing Ventura County for allowing the
combination nuclear energy, weapons and rocket-engine
test facility to pollute air and water in the San Fernando
Valley, it was reported recently.
A trio of wrongful death claims exceeding
$6 million in damages has been filed against Ventura
County, reportedly the first time that particular branch
has been blamed for the cluster of cancer that residents
in the Chatsworth and Simi Valley area attribute to the
now-closed facility.
The Ventura County Star said a 49-year-old man
named Glenn Carey had lived in Dayton Canyon, on
the lab's north edge, and worked as a road maintenance
worker for the lab.
The legal forms filed with the county say Carey
worked ``as an independent contractor'' for the lab, and
``drank the well water, worked the land full of toxic dust
and fallout, and breathed the night air while sleeping, as
the owners of the Santa Susana Field Lab burned nearly
200 different varieties of toxic/nuclear wastes.''
Carey was reportedly diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma in May 2006, and died a half year later. His
child, siblings and mother filed the claim last month, and
Ventura County officials did not comment to the Star.
Operated by Rocketdyne, the facility on the
mountain ridges west of the San Fernando Valley tested
jet and rocket engines, bombs and other devices during
the Cold War. A small, little-known nuclear reactor
actually melted down in 1959, releasing radiation into
the atmosphere and groundwater in what remains the
most-serious nuclear power accident in U.S. history.
After a series of mergers and acquisitions,
the Boeing Corporation now owns the lab, and has
begun demolishing it. Federal environmental officials
are considering adding it to the Superfund list of
contaminated cleanup sites, but funding for that trust
fund was cut off by Congress in 1995 and critics fear
radiation and chemical pollution will not be cleaned up.

A

nasty turf war appears to have broken out between
L.A.'s two top prosecutors -- District Attorney Steve
Cooley and City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo.
The clash began with a series of letters in which
Cooley accused Delgadillo of filing lesser charges against
criminal suspects without giving him a chance to consider
tougher penalties, the Los Angeles Times reported.
Cooley cited eight cases that Delgadillo pressed as
misdemeanors, punished by up to a year in county jail,
according to The Times. State law gives district attorneys
the authority to file felony charges, which carry greater
punishment and possible state prison time.
The lesser counts let Delgadillo retain jurisdiction.
And in some of the cases he held news conferences touting
the prosecutions, according to The Times.
Filing cases without submitting them to the district
attorney could be in violation of state law, Chief Deputy
District Attorney John K. Spillane warned in one letter
he wrote on Cooley's behalf, and ``may endanger public
safety'' by letting serious criminals face lighter sentences.
The letters are public documents and were released at the
request of The Times.
Cooley went a step further, when county prosecutors
filed court papers to take over a case Delgadillo brought
against a former waitress at Hamburger Hamlet accused of
bilking patrons out of about $16,000 through unauthorized
credit card charges, The Times reported. A spokesman for
Delgadillo accused Cooley of giving many small cases
short shrift, either by allowing suspects to plead to a
misdemeanor or refusing to prosecute at all.
Delgadillo has been weighing a possible challenge
to Cooley next year for the job of Los Angeles County
District Attorney but has not announced a decision.

When in a
situation where
you feel such
anger and ‘hatred’
you need to take a
step back and ask
yourself what it’s
worth to you. It’s
O.K. to be upset
and it’s O.K. to
feel
different
emotions.
Remember, how
much time is this person worth to you? How
much are you going to let them and their actions
control you and your life?
You will be so much better off learning from
it and moving on with your own life. You have
better things to do with your precious time and it
is just simply not worth the energy. It can be hard
to steer clear of this heavy baggage but in the end
you will not only feel better about yourself, but
you can also sit back with a sigh of relief that it’s
just simply put in the past.

Laina Treuhaft

Safe Alternatives Available

Chlorine Gas Endangers
Valley in Terrorist Attack

T

hree water-treatment plants in the Southland, two
here in the Valley, are among dozens nationwide
susceptible to terrorist attack because they use deadly
chlorine gas and transport it by unprotected rail cars, it
was reported recently.
A study by a think tank identified 37 plants that
transport chlorine gas by rail, leaving them vulnerable
to attack and jeopardizing millions of residents nearby,
the Los Angeles Daily News reported. The study noted
that at least 25 plants nationwide have converted to
safer purification methods in the past six years.
“It's an entirely preventable hazard,” study author
Paul Orum said, according to the Daily News. “Safer
and more secure alternatives are available and more
affordable.”
Among the sites still using chlorine gas are
the Department of Water and Power's Los Angeles
Aqueduct Filtration Plant in Sylmar, the Metropolitan
Water District's Joseph Jensen Filtration Plant in Granada
Hills and the MWD's F.E. Weymouth Water Treatment
Plant in La Verne, according to the Daily News.
Chlorine gas is used for water purification but can
be deadly when inhaled. Orum said a rupture, either
by accident or attack, could endanger people within 14
miles in urban areas or 25 miles in suburban and rural
areas, depending on wind conditions, according to the
Daily News.
The report says 2 million people live within range
of the two plants in the Valley, while about 305,000
people live near the La Verne facility.

Valley Voice Photos
The beautiful Nina on horseback was one of the highlights
at the Canoga Park’s Annual Memorial Day Parade.
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Shepherd of the Hills Church

Are You Smarter than a Grade Schooler?
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford

T

he popular game show of a similar title
has caught America’s attention, as viewers
everywhere strive to remember the educational
facts and lessons they were ta ught back in the
classroom. We are caught off guard or surprised by
the theories, laws of science, formulas, historical
facts, or grammatical rules that we have forgotten
from long ago, but that fifth graders know from
recent lessons. My youngest daughter, Kerri, has
herself just graduated from the fifth grade and can
often rattle off facts, formulas, and grammar rules
that I have long since forgotten. We dismiss these
omissions from our memories with amusement,
reasoning that we do not often use these facts or
information in our everyday lives.
There are, however, some crucial laws that
many people have also forgotten from a different
classroom, with the same rationalization that it
no longer applies to their everyday life. These
laws, however, are still remembered in the hearts
and minds of fifth graders in Sunday school
who continue to recite them or learn about them
on a weekly basis. I am referring to the Ten
Commandments.
Recent studies show that 99 percent of us
cannot name all Ten Commandments. Newsweek
Magazine polled Christians and found that half
could not even name four of them. Many of us do
not know where the Commandments are located
in the Bible. (They are in Exodus 20.) And our
society as a whole, led by the ACLU, is trying to
remove the Ten Commandments from our country
altogether…and for the most part they’ve been
successful.
Some people may wonder: Why are ten
rules that were given thousands of years ago so
important? How are they relevant to me in this
day and age? Similar to our old primary school
lessons, what seems like unnecessary tenets are
removed from our memories. In addition, they are
removed from our schools, public buildings, and
other public arenas where, ironically, they can be

directly applied.
What is the point of the Ten Commandments?
For those who choose to believe that they are
the very words handed down from God, the Ten
Commandments are a reminder of the very nature
of Him who spoke them to us. Just as God spoke
the heavens and earth into place demonstrating His
physical power, God spoke these laws into being,
demonstrating His spiritual power. He who created
natural order in life has also put into place a spiritual
order of life.
Contrary to common belief, these laws are not
meant to restrict us, but rather to free us from spiritual
bondage to other areas of life that can consume us.
Take the first Commandment for example: You

Secondly, the Commandments
give us moral absolutes in a time
of moral relativism.
shall have no other gods before me. God tells us
this because He knows He is the only One who can
satisfy all of our needs. Unfortunately, too often we
put money, work, relationships, hobbies, addictions,
and other things as our first priorities, and wonder
in despair when these things disappoint us.
Secondly, the Commandments give us moral
absolutes in a time of moral relativism. We have
all witnessed time and time again how issues like
pornography, profanity, obscenity, and other offenses
are defined and redefined from one court case to
another, to the point that our original understanding
of these issues have lost their meaning under
superfluous verbage and justifications. As such, it
becomes increasingly more difficult to educate our
children of what is right and wrong, when there are
rationalizations and justifications for almost any
actions initially viewed as an offense, from murder
to adultery, lying to stealing, disrespecting our
parents to wanting what other people have at any

cost.

Lastly, and what I believe is most important,
the Ten Commandments point us to repentance and
to God’s Son, Jesus Christ. Some may ask, who
can obey all of these laws? Who has never lied?
Who has never lusted? Who has never talked back
to their parents? Let me be the first to admit that I
count myself as a breaker of these laws.
Then how do we have any hope of obeying them?
By turning to the only person that has ever walked
this earth and obeyed every single one of the laws,
Jesus Christ. God gives us these Commandments
to make us conscious of our sins. The Apostle Paul
writes, “Indeed I would not have known what sin was
except through the law. For I would not have known
what coveting really was if the law had not said, ‘Do
not covet.’” (Romans 7:7)
Praise God that when we choose Jesus Christ as
our Lord and Savior, He does not judge us according
to our sins! Instead, if we ask Him to forgive us
when (not “if”) we fall short, accept His gift of
grace that Jesus paid when He died on the cross for
our sins, and seek His strength and guidance to live
as He lived, then we will truly know God. We will
know God’s law—His commands, His blueprint for
a successful life—and His grace. We will have the
hope of living the life He has created us to live and
enjoy with Him.
“The death he died, he died to sin once for all;
but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same
way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God
in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your
mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not
offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as
those who have been brought from death to life; and
offer the parts of your body to him as instruments
of righteousness. For sin shall not be your master,
because you are not under law, but under grace.”
Romans 6:10-14
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford is the Senior Pastor of
Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch, CA.
Edited by Rhona Cue.

SNA Welcomes
The Valley Voice

T

he Valley Voice has been accepted
into membership of Suburban
Newspapers of America, a professional
trade association exclusively serving
the suburban and community newspaper
industry.
achel Reiter, president of the Valley
Voice, said membership is comprised
of nearly 2,000 paid and free newspapers
published by some of the leading
companies in North America, including
the New York Times, Copley, Sun Times,
McClatchey, and others.

R

(Continued From Page 1)

C

Smith Responds To Heat Threat

ouncilman Greig Smith introduced legislation May 30 to improve the City's abilities to respond to
extreme heat, in an attempt to avoid some of the problems experienced during last year's recordbreaking heat wave.  
“We are in a severe drought and we expect a hot summer,” Councilman Smith said. “So we must
prepare to assist and inform the public during a heat emergency and apply the lessons learned from last
year.”
This is expected to be the driest year on record in Los Angeles, and summer temperatures are
expected to be very high. During heat emergencies, many recreation centers, senior centers and other
public buildings serve as crucial cooling centers where people can find refuge from the heat.
However, during last year's record-breaking heat wave, when power outages affected thousands of
residents across the City, there were delays in opening cooling centers for the public, informing the public
where cooling centers are located, and providing water and cots.
Extreme heat is especially dangerous for elderly people, young children and people with disabilities,
and is compounded by power outages.
Councilman Smith's motion would identify all the City's public cooling centers in advance, and
draft a plan for the centers to provide water, food and cots, and be prepared to staff the facilities that will
provide overnight services. The plan will include methods to give critical information to the public before
the summer heat arrives and ensure thorough public outreach during a heat crisis.

“I Am The Nation”

(Continued From Page 2)

I am Eli Whitney and Stephen Foster. I am Tom Edison, Albert Einstein and
Billy Graham. I am Horace Greeley, Will Rogers and the Wright brothers. I am
George Washington Carver, Jonas Salk, and Martin Luther King.
I am Longfellow, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Walt Whitman and Thomas Paine.
I have walked on the moon and explored outer space.
Yes, I am the nation, and these are the things that I am. I was conceived in
freedom and God willing, in freedom I will spend the rest of my days.
May I possess always the integrity, the courage and the strength to keep myself
unshackled, to remain a citadel of freedom and a beacon of hope to the world.
This is my wish, my goal, my prayer in this year 2007 – two hundred and thirtyone years after I was born.
July, 2007

“A Divided Nation”

perhaps, there is something else unexpected on the horizon. Time will tell.
One thing is certain: the debates over immigration unveiled many issues
regarding border control, legalizing illegals, and the practicality of enforcing
new restriction laws, and there is sure to be a change in Washington, as each side
scorches the other while trying to push through their own amendments.
The insatiable answers provided by lawmakers on both sides have created
space for a phoenix to rise out of these ashes; perhaps a figure that reflects a genetic
make up that is a blend of both sides, someone more in the middle, where most
Americans tend to stand.
The question to ponder is this: Are Washington’s efforts unsatisfying because
they’re exploring questions far from the heart of the issue or far from the heart of
the people?
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Summer Relaxation For SF Valley Pets
By Katie Williams, Valley Voice Reporter

W

h ether it’s a rotwiller, a labrador, or a chihuahua you have, many
pets and their owners like to take part in activities together, and
here in the San Fernando Valley, there are many activities to choose
from: off leash dog parks, trails, dog friendly beaches, and even spas for pets.
There are few beaches in Los Angeles where pets are allowed, but as long
as your dog is on a leash, you can visit Malibu’s beaches, such as Leo Carrillo
State Beach (near the Ventura county line on Pacific Coast Highway), which
accompanies Leo Carrillo State Campground, along with Malibu Beach RV
Park, which are all located on PCH. Orange County has several to chose from
as well, if you don’t mind driving a bit farther: Corona Del Mar State Beach on
Iris Street and Ocean Blvd, Huntington Dog Beach on PCH, and Newport and
Balboa Beaches on Balboa Blvd.
If you’re not looking for an excursion, but its services you want, there are
spas and groomers that make house calls. They come to your home in a mobile
truck complete with all their supplies; they groom and massage your pets, then

Pet Neutering, Licensing in L.A.

C

ouncilman Greig Smith introduced two motions in June, to improve
pet licensing and spaying, and neutering rates in Los Angeles, which
supports the City's progression toward its "no-kill" policy.
It would require that all dogs in City Off-Leash Dog Parks be properly
licensed.
Licensing pets protects public safety by requiring rabies vaccinations,
and reduces euthanization rates by helping pet owners recover lost pets.
The second motion would create a program for veterinarians to require
proof of licensing when providing services for pets, and allow them to license
pets. All pet dogs over four months old within the City are required under City
law to be licensed.
Licenses for non-sterilized pets cost $100 per year, while licenses for
spayed or neutered pets cost only $15.

leave – a grooming delivery service of sorts. Services like those make it easy
for people to take care of their pets without having to make an appointment
and drive somewhere to get it done. For one such groomer that services the
San Fernando Valley, try Sage's Mobile Pet Spa, whose site you can visit at
SagesPetSpa.com.
Or, if it’s something simpler that you want for you and your pet, like a
relaxing afternoon, that is possible in Van Nuys at the Sepulveda Basin Off
Leash Dog Park, open from dusk to dawn, located on White Oak Avenue and
Victory Boulevard. It has 5 acres of running space, and even a separate fenced
off area for smaller, more timid dogs. On any given weekend there are dozens
of pet owners who visit the park for a relaxing afternoon – some even bring
their own lawn chairs while their dogs walk – and run – themselves!
For more information and ideas, visit DogFriendly.com and DogGeek.
com. From parks to beaches, there are many different activities for you to
enjoy this summer – without leaving your pet at home.

T

Pet Sterilization

he Los Angeles City Council directed the city attorney and Animal
Services Department officials to craft an ordinance that would require
pet owners to sterilize their dogs and cats by the time the animals reach
four months of age.
The proposed measure would exempt breeders who can demonstrate their
pets are purebreds listed on one of several registries.
The ordinance would mirror a proposed state bill introduced by
Assemblyman Lloyd Levine, D-Van Nuys, as part of an effort to decrease
euthanization rates of unwanted pets at animal shelters.
The council went on record last month in support of Levine's bill, but
wanted to back it up with a city ordinance.
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“There is Power For
Good Available to Everyone”

R

alph Waldo Emerson said, “For every minute of anger, we lose 60
seconds of happiness.” To take this to another level of awareness, for
every minute of war, we give up 60 seconds of peace. For every minute
of hate, we miss out on 60 seconds of love.
What I have come to realize in the last few years of teaching what our
founder Ernest Holmes said so eloquently, “There is a Power for good in the
Universe available to everyone and you can use It,” is that he wasn’t giving lip
service to this idea. There really is a Power greater than I am and I can use It. It
is the promise of the Science of Mind, it is the promise of the Bible, and it is the
promise of the big book of Alcoholics Anonymous.
The Bible clearly states that “It is done unto you as you believe,” the big
book of Alcoholics anonymous says “Came to believe that a Power greater than
ourselves could restore us to sanity.”
If we are clearly in conscious contact with God on a daily basis, as it
suggests in 12-step and other spiritual modalities, we are prayed up. There is
enough in the storehouse of our spiritual bank account for us to draw upon when
times get tough or when we are faced with adversity in our lives.

Coast AA All-Star Game most valuable players,
Sergio Lopez (left), Pirates, and Joshua Reiter,
Marlins, Northridge Little League, beam on
showing their MVP game balls.

The Bible clearly states that “It is done unto
you as you believe.”
We log minutes, hours, and days of serenity and peace for those times when we
are not quite so serene or peaceful. We log hours of happiness as the storehouse
for those times when we feel sad or angry.
What I’ve noticed is that over time, there is less and less to feel angry
about; there is less and less to be sad about. The lows get higher of shorter
duration and less frequency all because God is at the forefront of my day.
There is no sin but a mistake in our thinking. Being angry is just a mistake,
feeling hatred for something or someone is also a mistake, and we aren’t
punished for our mistakes; we are punished by our mistakes.
My favorite acronym for the word sin is self-inflicted nonsense. Ernest
Holmes said, “The starting point to creating a better future is deliberately to
free our mind of the mistakes of yesterday and feel that they are no longer held
against us; they no longer need to be a liability.”
As we go about the business of being human, we might have lapses in
consciousness, but we can always choose to have a “do-over” coming back to
center, and knowing that with God, all things are possible.

Valley Voice Photos
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By Rev. Dr. Maureen Hoyt

Dana Laspada, manager of Coast AA Padres,
Northridge Little League readies a “pitch” as
Tylor Laguardia , Marlins, looks on.

Rev. Dr. Maureen Hoyt is the Pastor of Granada Hills Church of Religious
Science Center for Positive Living at 17622 Chatsworth Street, Granada Hills.

HSIS Summer Camp 2007
June 25 - August 20 for students in grades 6-12. Each session is two weeks
and includes daily activities plus snacks and weekly fieldtrips. We also offer
extended day care and pick up from the CSUN Summer School program.
For more information, visit www.HSISSchools.org or call 818.885.1025.

Are you worried if your child will be

prepared for college and beyond?

Did you miss the application deadline or

get wait-listed at another school?
New Heights Preparatory School may be
what you’ve been looking for!
New Heights Preparatory School provides students in grades 6-12 with a
rigorous, college-preparatory curriculum without sacrificing the joy and wonder
that make learning a memorable experience. New Heights is the newest
member of the New Visions family of schools, which includes Crossroads and
New Roads Schools in Santa Monica. We believe in small class sizes and
hands-on learning; we believe in science as an exploratory endeavor; and we
believe in the arts as a conduit to innovative thinking. Space is still available in
all grades for the 2007/2008 school year, but act fast! Certain grade levels are
nearing capacity.

Join us at our Open House
Wednesday, June 27th at 7pm

Available at:
Brian K. Padveen, D.C., F.A.F.I.C.C.
Qualified Medical Examiner
Certified Disability Evaluator

8940 Corbin Avenue
Northridge, CA 91324

Phone: 818-885-1600
Fax: 818-885-0771

July, 2007

8756 Canby Avenue in Northridge
818.993.3800
www.NewHeightsPrep.org
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 MOVIE REVIEW
“Ocean’s 13” Shows Honor
Among Thieves
By Steve Musha, Valley Voice Movie Reviewer

G

eorge Clooney, Brad Pitt and the rest of the
gang reunite again in this third sequel, this time
seeking to take down rich man Willy Banks,
played by Al Pacino.
Banks screws over Reuben, one of the Ocean’s
Eleven members, during a business deal regarding the
building of a new hotel in Las Vegas and the shock of
the screw-over hospitalizes Reuben.
Reuben’s recovery depends on whether he has
any reason to live, so the gang gets back at Banks’ new
hotel, hoping that would do the trick.
As with the first and second Ocean’s, the witty
lines and the colorful cinematography are the strengths
of this movie, such as when Clooney dishes it out with Pacino right in front of Bank’s glowing
red casino.
The weaknesses of this third sequel is that the main characters don’t really evolve as much
as they did in Ocean’s Eleven and Twelve. Instead, too much time is spent on planning how to
take down the hotel.
Furthermore, the desire to help out a fellow Ocean’s while risking their own necks,
although praiseworthy, doesn’t seem in step with the same characters who have robbed three
casino’s and countless number of other heists.
Still, for all its’ worth, Ocean’s Thirteen shows us what it means to have honor among
thieves, even if it means taking what’s not theirs.

I

- Valley Voice Photo

Rabbi Yossi Spritzer
of Chabad-Chatsworth (center) speaks
at the bris (circumcision) of his new son,
Dov, on pillow, May 28.

L.A. County Budget
Up to $21.2 Billion

T

he Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors have
approved the county's $21.2 billion budget for 20072008, which emphasizes public safety and health.
In the next year, Los Angeles County will spend
more than $1.4 billion to build new jails, libraries,
hospitals, animal shelters, and fire and sheriff stations.
The Sheriff's Department is expected to receive
$19.3 million to add 165 employees to work in the jail
system. The budget also provides $17.3 million for 105
additional deputies to patrol unincorporated areas.
The Sheriff's Department is slated to receive $245
million to refurbish Sybil Brand Institute for Women
and build new women's quarters at the Pitchess
Detention Center and another $16 million to overhaul
Men's Central Jail.
The Los Angeles Regional Crime Laboratory, which
opened in May, is expected to receive $2.6 million.
Under the budget, the Sheriff's Department will be
allocated $9.1 million to offset the revenue lost when the
Board of Supervisors canceled a contract providing for
some state inmates to be housed in county facilities.
To address the issue of gang violence, the county
will allocate $6.4 million to hire 47 people in the
sheriff's and probation departments and the District
Attorney's Office.
The Department of Health Services is expected to
lose 269 positions in the next year, primarily due to
the Board of Supervisors' decision to discontinue the
resident physician program at Martin Luther King Jr.Harbor Hospital.
The budget allocates $189.7 million for several
health-related initiatives involving a mental health
urgent care center, Los Angeles County- USC Medical
Center, Olive View-UCLA Medical Center, and
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, where surgery areas
and emergency rooms are to be constructed.
The plan for 2007-2008 is $197.7 million higher
than the current budget. About $5.8 billion of the
county's revenue is locally generated, and $3.59 billion
of that comes from property taxes.
The fiscal year starts July 1.

S.F. Valley Gets U.S. Census Snub

T

he San Fernando Valley could be wiped off the U.S. Census map under
a proposal that threatens its recently granted designation as a distinct
demographic region.
Claiming few people use the data, the U.S. Census Bureau is seeking to
eliminate the nationwide category under which the Valley was granted its federal
statistical status just two years ago, the Daily News reported
The move has prompted outrage from lawmakers and others who battled
for five years for the designation and hailed it as giving the region the detailed
demographic information needed to achieve the economic and political clout it
has sought for decades.
“We feel very strongly that this is again the Valley being snubbed, plain
and simple,” Los Angeles City Councilwoman Wendy Greuel told the Daily
News.
She introduced a resolution opposing any effort to eliminate the San
Fernando Valley designation. Council members also wrote a letter to the Census
Bureau expressing their concerns.
The proposal was part of an April 6 notice in the U.S. Federal Register
asking the public for feedback on Census County Divisions (CCDs) -- the
statistical category under which the Valley was designated as a specific place.



Students – Need Money this Summer?

U

nusual sales position with this fast growing newspaper
Work your own hours, from your home.

All you need is a big smile, great phone personality, computer, and
desire to earn the same as professional ad salesmen – yes you will
receive the same “generous” commission.
As an “independent contractor,” you are your “own boss.”
We have become the local paper with the most read news, editorials,
political cartoons, family and religious news, youth sports – the
“must” read publication for people 5 to 105, who want to know
what is going on in the Valley.
All this, plus the lowest ad rates, can help get you started right now.
Training and other support available, with or without experience.
With hard work this summer, and realistic goals, we can show
you how to continue earning when you return to school – with
minimum time involved.

Call Mel Reiter, 310- 429-0484,
or e-mail yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
July, 2007
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Home Sales Down, But Prices Still Up

H

ome sales in Los Angeles County declined 30.7 percent
in May, compared to the same month a year ago, but
prices increased 6.8 percent, according to figures released
by a real estate information service.
The median price of a home in Los Angeles
County last month was $550,000, up from $515,000
in May 2006, according to La Jolla-based DataQuick
Information Systems. A total of 7,426 homes were sold,
down from 10,714 in the same month last year.
In Orange County, the median home price was $635,000,
a slight 0.1 percent rise from the May 2006 median of
$634,500, according to DataQuick. A total of 2,675 homes
were sold in the county last month, down 28.9 percent from
last May's 3,762 sales.

The Valley Voice

Last month was the slowest May for home sales in the
six-county Southern California region in 12 years, according
to DataQuick.
The median price of a Southern California home was
$505,000 in May, the same as the month before and up 4.9
percent from $481,500 in May of last year.
A total of 19,874 new and resale homes sold in Los
Angeles, Riverside, San Diego, Ventura, San Bernardino
and Orange counties last month, according to DataQuick.
That was up 3.1 percent from 19,269 for the month before,
and down 34.4 percent from 30,303 in May of last year.
Last month's homes sales in Southern California were
the lowest for any May since 1995, when 17,712 homes
sold, according to DataQuick

Time to Buy Real Estate?
By Steve & Teri Goldbaum

T

he downturn in the real estate market in California
began in the 4th quarter of 2005, which gave buyer’s
pause to buy.
In 2006, the number of sales dropped 24%, but 2006
was still the 11th best year on record. This was after two
back to back record breaking years, 2003-2004.
Current interest rates are lower than last year (a reason
to buy).
The economy is expected to be strong through the decade
and job growth is good. Normally, high oil prices and high
interest rates means we’re headed for a recession, but we do
not have high interest rates.
There were less days on market (DOM) in March
2007 than February 2007. This indicates a return to a more

normal market. There is a 500,000 population gain per year
in California, and we are not building enough homes for this
gain.
In L.A. county, there are 9.6 months of unsold inventory.
It was more than 25 months in 1990. The prediction is that in
California, the number of sales will decline by only 7%, and
prices will drop 2%.
Subprime loans account for 14% of the loans in Californis.
10% of the total loans are subprime and adjustable and the
foreclosure rate is expected to be anywhere from .5%-2%.
The subprime loan story will continue through 2008.
The 5 year rate of return (ROR) on real estate for any 5
year period on the median priced home in California since
1971 has been 11%. From 2001-2006, the ROR was 23%.

City Losing Millions In Uncollected Fees

T

he city of Los Angeles is losing millions of dollars in
uncollected service fees, City Controller Laura Chick
said.
“We are losing untold millions,” she said during a City Hall
news conference. “With our eyes closed, we could be collecting
$10 million more citywide -- tip of the iceberg.” About $97
million in fees have been written off as losses the city was
unable to recover in five departments, and another $1 million
in write-offs is pending City Council approval, she said.
Chick said her examination of just a sampling of the

fees charged by the city's Fire, Planning and Environmental
Affairs departments, along with the bureaus of sanitation
and engineering, showed a $1.5 million loss over a two-year
period.
To make bill collecting from scofflaw residents and
businesses more efficient, Chick offered 35 recommendations.
Among them, Chick suggests that the city centralize its
billing function under the Office of Finance.
She also recommends that any late or unpaid city fees be
collected by a private billing service.

L.A. Property Taxes Due For 230,000

N

otices have been mailed to 230,000 Los Angeles
County taxpayers, informing them that their 20062007 property taxes are delinquent and will default on
July 3, Treasurer and Tax Collector Mark Saladino said.
Should residents default on their taxes, a $15 redemption
fee will be assessed and the taxes will be subject to additional
penalties of 1.5 percent a month.

Residential properties remaining in a tax default status
for more than five years can be sold at public auction. Nonresidential commercial properties can be sold at public
auction if they remain in a tax default status for three years.
Taxpayers with questions should call (888) 807-2111.
Information is also available online at
http://lacountypropertytax.com.
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LOCAL Events
Reserve this Date

Big July 4th Gala At Local Church

O

n Wednesday, July 4, 2007, Shepherd of the Hills Church will host its ninth
annual “4th of July Spectacular.” The event features an aerial fireworks
presentation, live entertainment, inflatable “moon bounces” for the kids, and a wide
variety of local food vendors. As part of our flag salute we will be honoring our
military service men and women.
This free event draws 60,000+ people each year. The fireworks display,
presented by Pyro Spectaculars — one of the country’s largest companies of its kind,
famous for its Macy’s New York display — will take place over the church parking
lot after nightfall (weather permitting).
For children, they will have fun activities such as a special kids’ program,
inflatable jumps, balloons, and face painting -- all free of charge.
This event and parking are completely free of charge; optional food purchases

LAPD Devonshire Pals Premier Golf Invitational
Monday, July 16, 2007
Porter Valley Country Club

The Hottest Game in Town!

For More Information, Contact Sally Barnes at
818-349-1706 or e mail: sallyab@sbcglobal.net

2 Youth Baseball Camps Scheduled

Y

Three-Act Opera Coming to CSUN

N

ow in its 21st year, OperaWorks has earned a national reputation for innovation
and excellence. Audiences have been treated to memorable productions rich
in creativity and extraordinary talent. This month, OperaWorks will present an
original three-act opera starring 30 outstanding singers selected from national
auditions. The opera itself is created by the singers and the directors incorporating
well-known opera hits and improvised dialog into a new plot.
The Summer Intensive Program is a hallmark of OperaWorks, the nationally
acclaimed performance training program that has changed the landscape of singer
training in this country. OperaWorks brings together exceptional young professional
singers from across the United States in performances that have garnered critical acclaim
including selection as Best Bet and Pick of the Week by the Los Angeles Times.
Who: OperaWorks
What: TBA - ORIGINAL THREE-ACT OPERA
(Title to Be Announced.)
Where: Recital Hall
Cal State University Northridge
18111 Nordhoff Street, Northridge
(West of the 405 at Lindley) Campus Parking - $4
When: July 28 at 7:00 p.m. and July 29 at 2:00 p.m.
Tickets: $23 General, $18 Seniors, Students, & Servicemen
Info & RSVP:
Reservations: (818) 831-9597 - info@operaworks.com
Online ticketing: www.operaworks.com

LAUSD Receives Language Grant

T

hree Los Angeles-area school districts were awarded grants from the U.S.
Department of Education to bolster foreign-language study programs.
The grants are a part of President Bush's National security Language
Initiative, which is intended to address the shortage of foreign language
speakers by supporting new and expanded programs in grades K-12,
according to the Department of Education.
“Too few speak languages like Arabic, Chinese and Farsi at a time
when communication is vital to a peaceful world,” said U.S. Secretary
of Education Margaret Spellings. “We hope these funds will enable more
students to become fluent in critical language.”
The three school districts receiving the grants were:
-- Los Angeles Unified School District, $174,698;
-- Hacienda La Puente Unified School District, $272,241; and
-- San Marino Unified School District, $208,714.
Less than 1 percent of American high school students study Arabic,
Chinese, Farsi, Japanese, Korean, Russian or Ordu, according to the State
Department.
“This is not just an education issue; it's an economic issue, a civic issue,
a social issue, a national security issue and it's everybody's issue,” Spellings
said.

outh Baseball Fundamentals (YBF) will hold two one-week camps this
summer, according to Bobby Bell, owner and head instructor.
The program is in association with the Sierra Canyon Upper School Baseball
Program – Baseball Summer Camp 2007.
The first camp is scheduled from 9 a.m. to noon, July 16-20, followed by
another on July 23-27. Cost is $175 per week, for kids 5 to 14.
YBF stress proper form in fielding, throwing, hitting, and base running.
Sierra Canyon is located at 11052 Independence Avenue, Chatsworh. Bell can
be reached at 818-720-6258, or P.O. Box 7942, Northridge, 91326.

Fatal Collision On Topanga Blvd.

A

man was killed and four people injured – one seriously - in a three-vehicle
collision last month in Canoga Park.
The collision occurred near Topanga Canyon and Roscoe boulevards, according
to the Los Angeles Police Department’s Valley Traffic Division.
A man and his wife were traveling westbound on Roscoe Boulevard in their
2002 Jeep Cherokee when the man began driving westbound on the eastbound side
of the street, said Valley Traffic Officer James LaForce.
The Jeep sideswiped a white minivan, then crashed head-on into a Ford F-150
truck, which was carrying two juvenile brothers, he said.
The man driving the Jeep was taken to Northridge Hospital Medical
Center, where he was pronounced dead, and his female passenger was taken to the
same hospital in serious condition, Sgt. Jimmy Chong of the Los Angeles Police
Department’s Valley Station told On Scene Video.
The 17-year-old driver of the Ford, along with his 10-year-old brother,
were taken to hospitals in stable condition, LaForce said.
No one from the third vehicle was injured, he said.
The fatal victim may have had a health issue that contributed to the
crash, a valley traffic officer said, adding that he had blunt force trauma to
the chest when he was pronounced dead.

Relay for Life Huge Success

T

his year's Valley Relay for life, held in June at Birmingham High School
was the biggest and best Valley Relay ever! The event raised over a
quarter of a million dollars and had more than 100 teams participating, three
times as many as last year.
The District 12 Relay Team raised more than $15,000, with Councilman
Greig Smith donating $5,000. Beverly Adler was the top fundraiser among
the community members on the team, raising $4,000.

LEAP Charter Selects Ebner

•••

CSUN Slates New
Performing Arts Center

T

he Performing Arts Center at Cal State Northridge received a financial
boost from Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, who announced a $2 million
county contribution toward construction of the venue.
University officials also signed an agreement with the Music Center,
which includes the Center Theatre Group and the Los Angeles Opera, to bring
future presentations to the Northridge campus.
“We are very proud today to unveil this unprecedented partnership
between the county and Cal State Northridge to enrich the performing arts
experience for the people of the San Fernando Valley,” Yaroslavsky said.
“Thanks to the collaborative participation of the Music Center and its
resident companies, I am confident this will become an outstanding cultural
amenity for the Valley, the Music Center and art lovers in general.”
Construction on the 1,700-seat, $100 million performing arts center is
set to begin this fall at the northwest corner of Nordhoff Street and Lindley
Avenue. The theater is slated to open in late 2009.
July, 2007

A

viva Ebner has been named the new Executive Director of
LEAP Academy Charter High School in Chatsworth. Mrs.
Ebner started her career as a science teacher, then serving as dean of
student discipline, assistant principal, and eventually as principal, in
Beverly Hills.
“I am surprised more people haven’t heard of LEAP. It has the
advantages of a small private school but it is a free public charter
school. This is an exciting time for LEAP families,” Mrs. Ebner
stated. “The school has come far over the last few years, but the
community is ready to expand these programs and create new
offerings over the next few years. I am looking forward to working
with students, parents, staff, and local businesses to help realize the
full potential of this unique learning environment.”
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SUBWAY ADVENTURES
By Margaret Coughlin, Valley Voice Contributor

Y

ou remember that feeling in a foreign city of wanting to seem to belong? You
casually stroll streets that resemble those in, say, New York. Never California
cities because ours are entirely too new. Perhaps a time-out at a small café on
a sidewalk where everyone speaks in a language that you may recall learning in high
school, but it just doesn’t sound the same.
Traveling is such fun, you say. And then, to achieve that sense of looking like a
resident, you remark to your companion, “The guide book says to take the subway to
the museum. Just get off at this stop.” You point to the name because there’s a chance
you can’t pronounce it.
In genial agreement, you enter under the ubiquitous “M” (Metro) sign and ride or
walk down to the train level where the first obstacle is reached: where and how are the
tickets purchased. A quick scan of the people going to windows or machines ends that
worry. And there’s usually a map of the stations in the city. The two of you walk over
to examine it and this causes a sympathetic native to ask, in English, if he/she can be of
assistance.
One dilemma is solved and you follow directions or signs that lead you to the
proper place to wait. Eventually, you exit the subway, and with a sigh of relief, see the
museum nearby. Now that you have experimented with the transportation system, you
believe there will be few problems using it while in that city.
This writer has been fortunate to have traveled frequently, including many European
cities. Any country which uses an alphabet with recognizable letters seldom results in
a bad experience. In Tokyo, I was lost my first time in the huge, busiest world-wide
(over 2 million people daily) Shinjuku station. I nearly ended up in complete frustration
because I was totally unable to read Japanese characters. But, persistence prevailed.
I can reassure you that, when I was in Tokyo two years ago, I found names of

streets and subway stops now written in the roman alphabet. Tourists can be more
comfortable traveling their complex subway system today. But, to my regret, those
men of the past at the turnstiles rhythmically punching holes in paper tickets have
been replaced by electronics. They were marvelous creatures with their constant
manual click-click of the hole-puncher creating music, especially when no tickets
were offered.
However, no article about subways world-wide is complete without mention
of the fabulous stations in the Moscow system. To begin with, during the Stalin
era a percentage of the stations in Moscow were to be shelters. As a result, they
were constructed with escalators that travel at a steep angle, incredibly deep
into the earth. On my initial visit about twenty-five years ago, those moving
stairs carried passengers at an extremely fast rate. It was awesome to go hurtling
down but at the bottom of each stood a burly Russian woman who caught you,
straightened you up, and was ready for the next person right behind. In morning
and evening hours the whole sensation was scary. But I will say that my husband
(a large man) thought it was fun, especially the bottom end.
What sets the Moscow stations apart is their artistic use of colors, designs
and lights; they’re absolutely extraordinary. In many places the decorations honor
the “workers of the Revolution” and the Arts. I am adding a web site that contains
the current subway map of Moscow. Just click on the station circles and photos
will appear. The station names are romanized so you don’t need to read Cyrillic.
For example, MIPA (Peace) has become Mira. And for those curious readers: the
ending “skaya” is feminine possessive to relate to станции(station).
http://studentsoftheworld.info/visites/Metro_Moscou/MM_start2.h

My Visit to UCLA
By Erica Stux, Valley Voice Contributor

I

had looked forward to the annual Festival of Books recently,
but it turned out to be a very frustrating time. Whereas, I am
used to consulting maps and finding my way through unknown
neighborhoods, negotiating the UCLA campus proved to be almost
impossible.

I found my way to my destination booth, and back to Parking Lot 4 with
little difficulty. However, on the second day, I was routed to Lot 7, which isn’t
even on the Festival map. It took me a good half-hour to find my booth. When
it came time to leave, I tried to retrace my steps, but got hopelessly lost, since I
had no idea where Lot 7 was in relation to other landmarks.
Everyone I asked for directions sent me on a different route. I tried following
the colored flags, but often it turned out I should have gone the opposite way. I
stopped a golf-cart-like vehicle to ask for a ride too Lot 7, but was told “We’re
not allowed to give rides because we don’t carry insurance.”
I needed to follow ramps rather than negotiate steps – which made me
lose all sense of direction. One hour and fifteen minutes after I left my booth, I
finally came upon a sign saying Lot 7. Now I had to find stairway 21 – which
proved to be elusive. I decided to take my chances with stairway 25. But the
elevator there seemed to be not working, and there was no way I could descend
two flights of stairs with the load on my travel caddy.
Fortunately a family came to my rescue and saw me safely down to the
lower level. Then, as I approached my car, to add injury to insult, an unidentified
insect stung me on the neck. It was enough to make anyone paranoid. I don’t
think I’ll ever go to another Festival of Books.

****JOIN NOW****
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membership

The Price of Pretzels

A

THIS WEEKEND
ONLY!!

little old Jewish lady sold pretzels on a street corner for 25 cents each.
Every day a young man would leave his office building at lunch time,
and as he passed the pretzel stand, he would leave her a quarter, but never
take a pretzel.
This went on for more then 3 years. The two of them never spoke.
One day, as the young man passed the old lady's stand and left his quarter as
usual, the pretzel- lady spoke to him.
“Sir, I appreciate your business. You are a good customer, but I have to tell
you that the pretzel price has gone up to 35 cents !”
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&
Ultimate Health Chiropractic
Center

Please e-mail us at yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com,
or phone (310) 429 0484.
Or you can write to
19360 Rinaldi Street, #502, Porter Ranch, CA 91326.

C lub 50 Fitness
10168 M ason Ave.
(Vons Shopping Center)
C ha ts worth, C A
(818) 718-2006

It may be “bigger” than you believe!
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Living In & Specializing In
818-349-3444
The North Valley! Steve
Teri 818-349-4040
For Great Results...
Call The Gold Team

Steve & Teri Goldbaum
The Gold Team
www.GranadaHillsHomesForSale.com

www.NorthridgeHomesForSale.info

www.ChatsworthHomesForSale.info

11314 White Oak
$859,000
Gated treasure, remodeled 3 bdrm, 1.75 bath, lrg lot over
11,000 square feet, view, kitchen w/granite, maple cabinets,
family rm, elegant living rm w/frplc, formal dining, beautiful
hrdwd floors, gorgeous bckyd w/pool & spa, huge grass area,
covered patio, perfect for entertaining.

10401 Jellico
$799,000
Fabulous 5 bdrm, 2.75 bath home, step down living rm
w/fireplace, family rm w/wet bar, frplc, formal dining rm,
resort like bckyrd w/pool, spa, sports court, lrg master suite
w/sitting area walk-in closet & beautiful bath.
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17301 Bircher St.
$890,000
Gorgeous home, 3 bed, 2.5 bath, 2,938 sq. ft., large family
rm w/ wet bar & frplce, elegant living rm & formal dining w/
large open windows to private backyard, kitchen w/ granite
counters, marble flooring, master suite w/ walk-in closets and
frplce & master bath with frplce & spa tub.
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17061 Lassen St.
$759,900
Short Sale - Great opportunity, 5 bdrms, 2.75 ba, 2952 sq.
ft., sparkling pool/spa, open floor plan, w/ family rm &
living rm w/ frplc, kitchen w/ tile counters, oak cabinets,
eating area, huge master suite, mstr bath w/ spa tub,
wonderful family home, Granada Hills HS District.
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10956 Wystone Ave.
$739,900
Great Porter Ranch home on cul-de-sac, 4 bdrm, 2.75 ba,
2498 sqft., lrg open kitchen w/ tile counters, dbl oven, eating area, formal dining rm, huge open living rm w/ frplc,
fam rm w/ rm for office, master ste w/ 2 closets, large mst
bath, 3 car garage, rm for rv prk, park-like bckyd w/ fruit
trees and covered patio, mint condition, great schools
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20920 Avenue San Luis
$725,000
Charming home in Woodland Hills, 3 bdrms, 1.75 baths,
remodeled kitchen w/granite counters, maple cabinets, family
rm opens to entertainer’s bckyd w/ pool & grass area, master
bdrm w/remodeled bath, move-in condition.
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22102 Blackhawk
$729,500
Gorgeous newer home w/ 4 bdrms, 2.75 baths, 1bdrm/1bath
downstairs, lrg kitchen w/granite counters, dbl oven, brkfst bar,
living rm w/ high ceilings, fam rm w/frplc, lrg master suite w/
huge walk-in closet, luxurious bath, great bckyd w/pool, spa,
and grass area on quiet cul-de-sac.

11560 Mclennan

$729,000

Awesome home w/ great curb appeal, landscaped front
& bck, 4 bdrms, 1.75 baths, hrdwood floors, large
kitchen w/ oak cabinets, dbl oven, family rm, living rm
w/ frplc, remodeled baths, serene bckyd w/ pool & spa
and very private. Signature Home.
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16447 Shamhart
$689,500
Great 3 bdrm home, flat lot over 11,000 sqft. oversz
driveway w/ gated rv parking, kitchen w/ dbl oven,
newer appl, living rm w/ frplc, master bedroom w/
remodeled bath, new roof, new milgard windows,
mint condition in great neighborhood.
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918 Katherine Road
$559,000
Unique property in Simi Valley, double lot, horse property,
3 bdrm, 1.75 bath home w/ remodeled bath, family rm, bonus
rm w/rock wall, partial basement, mountain views, needs some
TLC, great opportunity.

10766 Forbes

$538,500

Remodeled w/ attention to detail, 3 bdrms, 1.75 ba., 1513

sqft, large open family rm w/ hardwd floors, dining area,
open kitchen, w/ new appliances, tile counters & brkfst
bar, all new dbl paned windows, master bdrm w/ bath,
copper plumbing, knock down ceilings, new garage door,
new vinyl siding, grt bckyd open, rv parking & work shed.

Vacant Land
$290,000
Tarzana vacant land, 1.05 acre on top of hillside in prime area.
Vacant Land
$229,000
Chatsworth vacant land, Lake Manor & Notre Dame,
4578 sq.ft.

For a Free Home Evaluation call The Gold Team - Steve & Teri Goldbaum 818-349-3444

