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Mitchell Report

Several Dodgers Named
In Steroid-Users List

S

“The Tsunami of Sprawl”

Las Lomas Poses Threat
To Northwest Valley
By Los Angeles Councilman Greig Smith, Twelfth District

Special to the Valley Voice
The high quality of life we enjoy in the Northwest Valley is threatened by Las
Lomas, a proposed development that would be twice the size of Ahmanson Ranch on
one quarter the land.
The developer, Dan Palmer, claims it would be “smart growth,” but it is hard to see
what is smart about it.
The Tsunami of sprawl it would create would irreparably destroy the environment,
worsen traffic, endanger public safety and reduce the quality of life in our community.
It would put more than 5,500 homes, 2.7 million square feet of office, retail and
recreational space and a 300-room hotel on 555 acres of land at one of the worst traffic
bottlenecks in the country. That is not smart growth.
It would add tens of thousands of cars to the 230,000 daily vehicle trips already at
the junctions where the I-5, the California 14, the I-210 and the I-118 Freeways meet.
That’s not smart growth.
The gridlock would add the air pollution of tens of thousands more cars and trucks,
which would spend more time idling and causing pollution.
Building it would require grading 20 million cubic yards of earth, chopping off
entire mountaintops. It would destroy an ecologically sensitive wildlife corridor with
rare riparian habitats and take away thousands of native oak trees. That’s not smart
growth.
It would be built on steep mountainous terrain that is already prone to landslides and
is located near four active earthquake faults. The I- 5 California 14 overpass collapsed in
both the 1972 and 1994 Northridge earthquakes – which is why the Los Angeles Police
Protective League opposes the project. That’s not smart growth.
The traffic congestion would slow down police, firefighter and ambulance response
times and deplete our public safety resources.

(continued on page 6)

Editor’s Note:

“Dear Teacher” is finally a way for
students, parents, and teachers to express
their concerns, ask questions, and seek
problem resolution regarding issues facing us
in the educational arena.
E-mail or snail mail “Dear Teacher” and
all correspondence will be answered. Some
will actually be published in this newspaper.
“Dear Teacher is looking forward to
hearing from you.
dearteacher@verizon.net
or
Dear Teacher
P.O. Box 7011
Mission Hills, CA 91346-7011

everal former Dodgers and Angels were among the 86 players
identified as users of performance-enhancing drugs in former Senate
Majority Leader George Mitchell's 409-page report on steroid use in
Major League Baseball.
Former Los Angeles Dodger catcher Paul Lo Duca and record-setting
reliever Eric Gagne were among the players identified, along with third baseman
Troy Glaus and reliever Brendan Donnelly, both members of the then-Anaheim
Angels' 2002 World Series championship team.
Mitchell's report to Commissioner Bud Selig found there has been
“widespread illegal use of steroids and other anabolic substances.”
Career home run record setter Barry Bonds and seven-time Cy Young
Award winner Roger Clemens were also among the players identified as users.
Dodger owner Frank McCourt said he is “steadfast in the belief that
performance-enhancing drugs have no place in baseball.”
“The Dodgers have supported
and fully cooperated with this
investigation,”
McCourt
said. “We wholeheartedly
support Commissioner
Selig’s effort to rid
Radomski
the game of these
substances
and
told Mitchell
we
commend
Senator
Mitchell
he made at least
on a thorough
investigation. Our
six
transactions with
commitment
to
our fans during our
Lo Duca, with the
stewardship has
been and always
will be to do
performance-enhancing everything in our
power to maintain
the
game's
substances sent to Lo
integrity.
Duca's home or directly the report, Lo Duca
According
to
to the Dodgers
who played for the
Dodgers from 1988clubhouse.
2004, was referred by
Todd Hundley to Mets
clubhouse attendant Kirk
Radomski, who has since
pleaded guilty to distributing
steroids and cooperated with
Mitchell in his investigation.
Radomski told Mitchell he made at least six transactions with Lo Duca,
with the performance-enhancing substances sent to Lo Duca's home or directly
to the Dodgers clubhouse.
The report also quotes from notes taken during an internal discussion about
Lo Duca among Dodger officials in 2003, with the participants noting that the
player “got off the steroids,” but it “took away a lot of hard line drives.”
According to the notes, the Dodger officials believed that if Lo Duca were
traded, he “will get back on the stuff and try to show you he can have a good
year.”
Lo Duca was traded to the Marlins in 2004. According to Mitchell's report,
Lo Duca wrote checks to Radomski four days before the trade and again about
a week after the deal.
The report also found that Lo Duca put Radomski in touch with Gagne,
who wanted to purchase human growth hormone. Radomski said he only spoke
to Gagne once, explaining to him how to “get air out of a syringe,” but Lo Duca
would place orders on Gagne's behalf, according to the report.
The report also quoted from an e-mail sent to by Boston Red Sox scout
Mark Delpiano to Red Sox general manager Theo Epstein, who was considering
trading for Gagne. Delpiano noted in the e-mail that with Gagne, “steroids IS
the issue.”
“What made him a tenacious closer was the max effort plus stuff,”
Delpiano wrote.
Delpiano wrote that “without steroid help,” it was questionable whether
Gagne would be a durable pitcher.
(continued on page 4)

“Each day of our lives we make deposits in the memory banks of our children.” — Charles R. Swindoll

Dear Teacher

A Listening Ear; A Listening Heart
By Sandy Ojeda, Valley Voice Education Editor
Dear Teacher,
Dear Help Me,,
I’m 6, and my mom said to ask you. Why do teachers teach?
First of all, make sure your son isn’t wasting time and taking
−J.H. first grade
much
longer than is needed to do his assignments. If you feel
Dear J. H.,
he’s
working
diligently and not going too slowly, then make an
Your mom was right. I’m just the person to ask. I became a teacher
appointment
with his teacher or teachers. Homework should
because I love children. Helping them learn feels wonderful.
be an extension of what is being taught in class, not needless
Dear Teacher,
work that takes hours.
I’m a parent of a middle school boy. I think he gets way too
much homework. It takes him hours every night. What should I
(Continued on page 6)
do?
−Help me

Reviewing 2007-Not Quite Heaven
By Mel Reiter, Valley Voice
“If there is no struggle, there is no progress. You cannot have freedom without
agitation; crops without plowing up the ground; rain without thunder and lightning;
and the ocean without the awful roars of its waters.”
FREDERICK DOUGLAS
A delay in approving a liver transplant may have caused the death of a 17-yearold Northridge girl, shortly before Christmas.
Natalie Sarkisyan was being treated for leukemia at UCLA when complications
developed after a bone marrow transplant. Doctors approved a liver transplant on Dec.
6, and one became available four days later.
The insurer, Cigna, at first declined to pay for the “experimental procedure,” but
reversed itself almost eight days later. By that time Natalie had died.
This incident again opens the debate among insurers, hospitals, doctors and
patients whether to replace the current form of health insurance – one that would
have made the procedure possible, without delays. In Natalie’s case, even a successful
operation may have given her only another four to 10 months, according to doctors.
Whether one day, a week, a month more of life, this little extra time could have become
an “eternity” to a mother and father!
More than 90% of major leaguers are assumed to not use steroids, or human
growth hormones (HGH). So why are they so silent? Is it the gung-ho military-policefire mentality of never “ratting” on buddies? To me, it’s idiotic – and dangerous – and
often fatal - to the youth participating in all forms of sports.
Why allow some drug-user to take your spot in a regular, World Series, or allstar game? Why would the majority permit these season-long distractions? Most of all,
their silence threatens the health and well-being of so many of our young. It is unlikely
that many changes in policies will come from the owners – or the players’ union.
How do the millions triumph over 80 to 100 athletes – and the owners?
Many of those named as “users” have morality clauses in their private endorsement
contracts, as well as in their standard baseball pacts.
Advertisers on television, radio, ballpark signs, etc. would not be pleased
if boycotts of their products were in place – until, and when, baseball cleaned up its
act!
Senator Carl Levin (D-Mich) is finally sponsoring legislation to restrictions on
banks arbitrarily raising interest rates, even to customers who timely pay down their
balances each month, and often paying more than the required regular-minimum.
It was revealed that even if your credit score falls elsewhere, you can get
dinged up to a new rate of 24% and higher. After that, one late payment, even one day,
can put you in the 34% range! And they wonder why delinquencies are rising.
Obscene!
THE UNFRIENDLY SKIES: I can understand air fare rising regularly with
higher fuel and security costs, but:
1) Why did Southwest bow to pressure from business travelers and end their
long policy of pre-boarding for passengers with children less than six years
of age?
2) Have you tried to use your frequent flier miles with your airline lately? Few
seats are available for choice flights, more miles are required for heavy travel
periods, miles are lost if not used, and often you are restricted to 7 a.m.
departures and/or making at least one stop before that final destination.
P.S. Unless you like peanuts, and the new half-size drink cups, bring a
lunch!
Entertainment services didn’t fare too well either on the 2007 list. Not only
did admission prices charges skyrocket to all events – movies, live theatre, and
sports –“services” for ’08 were outright awful in many cases.
As a frequent movie fan to the local Chatsworth Pacific Theatre, I
discovered outside ticket booths frequently closed, self-service ticket machines
out of order, and extremely long, slow moving lines a common event to the one or
two sellers inside.
Don’t despair! Competition will likely force changes. Check out www.
ArcLightExperience.com – now open in Sherman Oaks. (This is not a paid ad).
THE MIA’s: Remember the two countries rescued from Saddam Hussein?
Yes, Iraq and Kuwait, supposedly two of America’s “friends.” Both were invited
to the recent Middle East Peace Meeting in Annapolis, Md.

Syria showed, and so did Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, however, informed our State
Department to not send an invitation. And yes, Iraq, debated the invite in Parliament,
but surprise, couldn’t come to a decision.
With friends like this….
To nobody’s surprise, the LAUSD Board continues to spend millions on
consultants and programmers to fix its $95 million computer payroll system. The cost
has already exceeded $132 million, and is expected to go over $200 million.
Ironically, and unfortunately, the district will charge youth sports this year for
use of their facilities – to raise a grand total of $2-$3 million!
OY VEY – A Chanukah story. A grocery in New York City advertised hams as
“Delicious for Chanukah.”
As you know, pork and other pig products cannot be eaten, under Jewish
dietary laws.
The company changed the signs, and issued an apology, stating “It would
review its employee training.”
PROGRESS in 2008? As a non-economist, what would I like to see in 2008?
First, and of major importance to our Porter Ranch, Northridge, Chatsworth and
Granada Hills residents is the news that Congress agreed to spare many taxpayers
from the alternative minimum tax for the year 2007. Many of our middle-class readers
will be spared the tax’s large penalty.
It is estimated that over 80% of taxpayers with incomes greater than $100,000,
but under $200,000 would have been subject to the tax, as would about 50% of those
with incomes between $75,000 and $100,000.
I would also hope for the Fed to continue to bring down interest rates through the
balance of the year; for Congress to approve a new personal income tax cut; to keep
the Bush tax cuts in place; not to raise the California Income Tax rate; for us to vote
down any telephone tax increases here in Los Angeles; and to lower costs for seniors
on medical, dental and prescription costs. Result? NO RECESSION!
TO OUR READERS AND ADVERTISERS: We leave you this month with
our New Year greetings (“borrowed” from a plaque in the stairwell of the pedestal of
the Statue of Liberty), to the best community on earth, the northwest San Fernando
Valley:
“Liberty is the air American’s breathe. In the future days, which we seek to
make secure, we look forward to a nation founded upon four essential freedoms –
freedom of speech and expressions, freedom of worship, freedom from want, freedom
from fear.”
The Reiters,
Mel, Rachel, and Josh
2008
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LAUSD

LAUSD Payroll System:
No Solution in Sight!

he state's largest school district might end up spending more than
$210 million to roll out a new payroll system, and fix the thousands of errors that have bedeviled the project, it was reported
recently.
“There's going to be a Judgment Day when all of this is over,” vows
one school board member, Richard Valdovic.
And teachers union president A.J. Duffy says the fiasco demonstrates
the “nature of a dysfunctional organization.”
The Los Angeles Daily News reported that the system's original $95
million cost has ballooned to at least $132.5 million, and said officials
don't know what the final cost to the district will be.
At least $6 million in overpayments to teachers, police officers
and other district employees may have to be forgiven, because of the
accounting nightmare that has developed. Some employees face paying
income tax on supposed overpayments, but have no accurate accounting
on what their actual pay should have been.
The latest computer expert hired by the district to sort out the payroll
system fiasco, Tony Tortorice, says the giant district underestimated how
much it would cost to switch over from an antiquated and unproductive
pay system.
Tortorice told the board last month that a large organization should
expect to spend at least one percent of its payroll implementing and
ironing out a new payroll system. He noted that errors have dropped
from 5.9 percent of the district's employees in October to 1.3 percent in
December.
But LAUSD may have overpaid its employees by as much as $53
million during a five-month period of upheaval that saw some people put
into financial duress due to underpayments, and others with overpayments
that they could not calculate.
About 60 percent of the people who were overpaid have agreed to
reimburse the district a total of $14 million, the Daily News reported.
About $15 million in claims are currently outstanding.
As much as $6 million can never be recovered, district officials said,
because the amount of each overpayment was less than $250 and the
district would have to spend more than that to calculate the correct figure
and recover the overpayment.
When the first payroll checks under the new system were sent out
last summer, some teachers received nearly no money at all. The district
set up an emergency loan program for them, but teachers reported they
had to take a day off of school to go to district headquarters to process the
emergency payments.
The third phase of the new accounting system, involving all purchase
orders and bill payments by LAUSD, is yet to be implemented.

Restaurants Likely
To Reduce

A

Trans Fat

voluntary program in which Los Angeles County restaurants will be urged
to reduce their use of trans fats - the catch-all term for unsaturated fats
made with partially hydrogenated plant oils – started recently.
Restaurants that agree to participate in the program will reduce or eliminate
the use of trans fat oils and get a decal from the Health Department to put on
windows next to letter grades.
“We're getting more and more on board saying they will not do it (use trans
fat),” Burke said.
“We have not had massive objections from restaurants on the trans fat
issues,” she said.
Trans fats became popular in restaurants largely because they are cheaper
and have a longer shelf life than healthier oils. In 1911, Crisco pioneered the
process of adding hydrogen atoms to unsaturated fats to give them a higher
melting temperature, a longer shelf life and making them attractive to bakers.
Eating trans fat oils increases the risk of coronary disease, heart attacks and
possibly diabetes, according to a 2006 study published in the New England
Journal of Medicine.
Andrew Casana, director of local government affairs for the California
Restaurant Association's Los Angeles chapter, representing about 36,000
restaurants, said most area restaurants already have phased out trans fat.
“The industry is going away from that,” he said.
Trans fat cooking oils were banned in New York City in July, and several
fast food chains, such as Burger King, Carl's Jr., Kentucky Fried Chicken, Taco
Bell and McDonald's, said they would eliminate the use of trans fat cooking oils
throughout their national chains.
Casana said he expected most restaurants to participate in the program, so
they can get the county decal.
January, 2008
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Racial Guidelines
In Schools Upheld

os Angeles Unified School District administrators do not violate state law
by considering the ethnic backgrounds of students when selecting them for
admission to magnet schools, according to a ruling obtained recently.
The American Civil Rights Foundation sued the district in October 2005,
alleging the district policy is unconstitutional and violates Proposition 209, which
forbids racial preferences in government hiring and public school admissions.
Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Paul Gutman issued a 17-page ruling,
upholding the district's practices. He said it was in line with a 26-year-old court order
to desegregate the school district.
As part of that order, handed down by another Los Angeles Superior Court judge
in 1981, the district is required to operate its magnet school and busing programs with
race in mind, according to the district's court papers.
Gutman agreed.
“It appears quite clearly and beyond dispute that ... LAUSD was ordered
to employ race and ethnicity to ensure that the magnet schools would in fact be
desegregated,” Gutman found.
No date was ever set by the 1981 order for desegregation goals to be achieved,
Gutman states.
“It thereby becomes beyond rational argument that the order approving
implementation of the desegregation plan ... still exists ... and has never been affected
by any subsequent ruling ...,” Gutman states.
Gutman had the case under submission since late September, when he heard
arguments in the case.  
The 1981 court order has no mandate that the district consider race in determining
magnet school assignments, Beard said.
Peter W. James, an attorney for the LAUSD, said the judge did the right thing.
About 54,000 of the district's 708,000 students are enrolled in 162
magnet programs, and about 30,000 students are on a waiting list, Lhamon said.

Holiday “Blues”

C

Blue Shield Charged
With 1,200 Violations

alifornia Insurance Commissioner Steve Poizner, appearing in Woodland
Hills, said he wants to fine Blue Shield of California $12.6 million for more
than 1,200 alleged violations, including irresponsible claims processing
and healthcare cancellations.
“Blue Shield committed serious violations that completely undermine the public
trust in our healthcare delivery system,” Poizner said.
“Let this be a message to all health insurers that we will not tolerate irresponsible
rescissions and shoddy claims handling. We will target this behavior on an industrywide basis and continue to take appropriate action as needed,” he said.
Duncan Ross, president of Blue Shield of California  Life & Health Insurance
Company, said the insurance department's claim was “fundamentally inconsistent with
its past practices, grossly unfair, and not within its authority.”
“We are outraged by the excessive penalties for non substantive issues. They are
not justified by the facts and we will fight them vigorously,” he said.
The health insurance company said the department is penalizing them for practices
that had been previously approved by the department and have been followed for years
by all health insurers.
Blue Shield said it cancels policies when an applicant makes misrepresentations
on an application, even if the applicant didn't intend to deceive the insurer.
But the department has been critical of health providers when they cancel policies
after receiving expensive claims.
The fine comes as a result of a investigation by the department which found that
besides violations in canceling healthcare, Blue Shield also failed to pay claims on a
timely basis, didn't provide required information when denying a claim, failed to pay
interest on claims and mishandled appeals.
Half of the violations relate to Blue Shield's cancellations practices while the
others to the way the company handled claims, Poizner said.
Blue Shield has already refunded $1 million in claims at the department's
request and agreed to improve claims processing and training for their employees.
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More “Hot Water”
For Countrywide

T

DWP Rates Face Review

T

he Los Angeles City Council agreed last
month to send the Department of Water and
Power's proposed rate increases back to the
utility, giving newly installed General Manager
David Nahai time to address concerns.
Council members Eric Garcetti, Jan Perry and
Bernard Parks introduced the unanimously passed
motion in response to questions raised by two
council committees - Energy and Environment and
Budget and Finance.
The Water and Power Commission agreed in
October to increase base power rates 9 percent by
July 1, 2009, via a series of three increases that would
generate $183 million over the next three years.
The board also agreed to increase residential

“Drought Busters”
Coming Your Way

T

eams of Department of Water and Power
employees will be deployed throughout the
city to monitor water usage and encourage
water conservation, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa announced.
So-called “Drought Busters” will travel the city
in Toyota Prius cars carrying the Drought Busters
logo to educate residents on ways to reduce water
waste and to monitor excessive water use.
The program was used in 1990-91 and cut
water usage by 25 to 30 percent, according to city
data.

water rates by about $1 per month for a two-year
period - effective July 1, 2008.
The council wants answers on:
▪ hiring plans tied to the rate increases;
▪ power reliability program projects by council
districts;
▪ a report on the DWP's real estate strategy to
increase revenues;
▪ the development of an oversight committee;
▪ a structure that charges ratepayers on an
equitable basis; and
▪ the fiscal impact a rate increase will have on
the city.
The rates will be back before the council on
Feb. 20.

H

Mitchell Report

...Steroid-Users List

Gagne declined to meet with Mitchell to discuss
the allegations, according to the report.
   Gagne won the 2003 National League Cy Young
Award and had successfully converted 84 consecutive
save opportunities from 2002-2004.
The report also states that Lo Duca referred
pitcher Kevin Brown to Radomski in 2000 or 2001,
while both played for the Dodgers. Radomski said
Brown was knowledgeable about human growth
hormone, and called him to purchase some after Brown
got injured in 2001.
Radomski said he sold performance-enhancing
substances to Brown five or six times, and Brown
usually paid in cash sent by overnight mail. Radomski
said he came home one night and found an express
delivery package from Brown sitting on his doorstep at
home, and it contained $8,000 in cash.
According to the notes from Dodger meetings in
October 2003, the team's general manager “speculated”
that Brown was using steroids.
Other former Dodgers mentioned in the report
are Matt Herges, F.P. Santagelo, Chris Donnels, Todd
Williams, Phil Hiatt and Ismael Valdez.
More than a dozen former Angel players were
named in the report.

January, 2008

Countrywide Mtg. Reports Loan Drop

it hard by the sub-prime mortgage crisis
that has battered the housing market,
Calabasas-based Countrywide Financial
Corp. reported that its mortgage loan funding fell
40 percent in November compared with the same
period in 2006.
Countrywide's loan funding totaled $23
billion, compared with $38.3 billion in the same
month a year earlier.
The company also reported $1.9 billion in
average daily mortgage loan application activity,
a 32 percent decrease from the November 2006
figures.
Countrywide's $43 billion in the “loan
pipeline”  was down 30.6 percent from the $62

(continued from page 1)

A

he nation's No. 1 mortgage lender, Calabasasbased Countrywide Financial Corp., says it
is under investigation by California Attorney
General Jerry Brown and the attorney general's
office in Illinois.
Countrywide said it had received subpoenas for
documents from California and Illinois but declined
to elaborate, citing company policy, the Los Angeles
Times reported. It said it was cooperating in the two
probes.
A spokesman for Brown told The Times he
couldn't comment. The attorney general has said he
was taking a broad look into the lending practices
of mortgage bankers and mortgage brokers and
what roles they might have played in the mortgage
meltdown crisis.
The investigation in Illinois, first reported
in the New York Times, grew out of a probe into
broker One Source Mortgage, which the state has
charged with luring borrowers into loans they
couldn't afford, according to The Times.
Countrywide was the chief provider of these
loans - known as pay-option mortgages - which
allow a borrower to pay less than the full interest
that comes due each month, sending the loan
balance up.
A former employee of One Source told
investigators that the only Countrywide loan the
broker tried to sell was the pay-option type because
the rebates were so huge, Veronica Spicer, an
assistant Illinois attorney general in the consumer
protection division, said in comments reported by
The Times.
Spicer said her office sent a subpoena for
documents to Countrywide in mid-September.
Mark Belongia, a lawyer for One Source,
told The Times the broker would be vindicated
because the nature of the loans was disclosed
carefully to borrowers. “We originated a
legal product in a legal manner,” he said.

billion reported during the same period in 2006.
“November's operating results reflect the
trends of today’s mortgage market,” Countrywide
president and CEO David Sambol said.
Sambol also reported that Countrywide's “total
mortgage loan fundings were up 5 percent from
the prior month, while average daily applications
and the mortgage pipeline were up 6 percent and 4
percent, respectively, from October levels.”
The nation's No. 1 mortgage lender announced
in September that it would cut up to 12,000 jobs -about a fifth of its staff. Countrywide also has been
hit with a flurry of lawsuits from shareholders who
claim the company misled them about its financial
condition.

Recycle Your Christmas Tree For a
Greener, Safer Holiday Season...

fter the holidays are over each year, many thousands of Christmas trees are improperly disposed of
and end up in landfills, where they release greenhouse gases that contribute to global warming. In
addition, once they dry out, they pose a fire hazard.
You can recycle your tree by removing all ornaments and the stand, cutting it in half and placing in
the green yard trimmings waste bin. Larger trees can be brought to drop-off sites throughout the City on
Saturday, Jan. 5 and Sunday, Jan. 6, 2008. Your tree will be turned into mulch and reused.

Tree Drop-Off Locations in the San Fernando Valley Saturday,
Jan. 5 & Sunday, Jan. 6, 2008 Open 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
CHATSWORTH
Chatsworth Park South
22360 Devonshire St.

SYLMAR
Sylmar Park
13109 Borden Ave.

SUNLAND
Sunland Park
8651 Foothill Blvd.

FIRE STATION #106
23004 Roscoe Bl., West Hills
(818) 756-8606

For more information, dial 3-1-1.
(Contributed by Councilman Greig Smith.)
Valley Voice

FIRE STATION #88
5101 N. Sepulveda Bl.,
Sherman Oaks
(818) 756-8688
FIRE STATION #28
11641 Corbin Ave.,
Northridge
(818) 756-9728
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Shepherd of the Hills Church

A Matter of Time
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford

S
But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, "You are my
God." My times are in your hands…” (Psalm 31:1415a)
And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse
of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let
them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and
years.” (Genesis 1:14)
R.G. Lee eloquently said, “Jesus was born in the
saddest hour of history. Born when the scepter of power
was frozen by the tyranny of impeached civilizations.
When religion was clasping hands with idolatry. Born
when the world crisis had come upon the Jewish race
as they slept in robes of beautiful Jewish prophecy.”
But Christ’s humble, lowly birth in that ancient land
has made Bethlehem more famous than a thousand
New Yorks. At the very beginning of this New Year, I
want to say that the birthday of Jesus splits time in two

around His cradle. This Jesus, of whom calendars, clocks
or historians took note, has bent the dateline of all the
nations around His lowly manger. This Jesus became the
light and the sign that today marks days and years.
Others have tried to do what Jesus did. The Greeks
thought they could date time from the founding of their
Olympic games. The Romans tried to date time from the
founding of their imperial city. Justinian tried to mark
the beginning of time from certain tax levies. La Place,
from the conjunction of certain planets. The French were
sure they could date it from their revolutions. But they all
failed. What the Jews, Greeks, Romans, and French could
not do, Jesus did. He did it without a vote or command;
He did it without some legislative edict. This timeless
Christ had Christianized the calendars of the world.
No one in this world writes a letter, or signs a deed,
or reads a newspaper, or turns on a computer without that
birthday of Christ on the top of the page. When we write

W

By Cynthia Peterson, Valley Voice Contributor

ell here it is, the curtains are closing
on the final act and another year is
behind us. Are you satisfied by what
you accomplished? What have you done to make the
world a better place in the last year? As parents we
have to consider the legacy we are leaving for our
children to follow. If you want to make a difference in
2008 maybe you might consider “Paying it back”.
One of the best gifts God has given us is the gift
of service, the practice of giving aid to your fellow
man. Some have given this act the fancy new term of
“paying it forward”.
“Paying it forward” means to commit a random
act of kindness in the hopes that the recipient of said
act would then “pay it forward” and then so on and so forth.
The differences as I see it between the two are that “paying it forward” is a solitary
act made in isolation from your daily living. To be a servant is to be characterized as
someone who is living to serve others as a lifestyle. Also paying forward is a thought
out proposition. You plan your act of kindness and carry it through. When you are
living your life as a servant God presents the opportunities for you. All you do is
recognize the need and then act upon it, no planning necessary!
Now that I think about it, I don’t believe there is any such thing as “paying it
forward”. If you consider all the blessings God has given you in your lifetime and
all the acts of kindness you have received, you are probably still in the process of
paying it BACK.
Maybe instead of trying to pay it forward you should concentrate on fine tuning

Mom

your life in such a way that when God thinks of you He says “Now there is someone
I can count on!” Just think friends, I don’t believe you will ever hear sweeter words
said to you here on earth then those our heavenly will pronounce upon you if He
considers your lifetime spent to His glory.
You’ll know you lived up to His expectations when you come before His
presence and He says “Well done, good and faithful servant.” (Matthew 25:21) I want
you to hear that! My challenge to you then, is to recommit yourself each morning to
pleasing God and facing each opportunity to serve as Jesus would, as a blessing to
your heavenly Father. It will feel good, I promise, both immediately AND when you
find yourself gazing upon the most beautiful face you will ever see.
Much love and blessings to all of you in 2008!
Cynthia is the sleep deprived mother of five wonderful children and harried
housewife to one hot husband. You can find her on any given day living, loving and
laughing with her family in Granada Hills. You can contact Cynthia, your "Valley
Mom" via her website at http://cynthiapetersoncommunications.com

KNOWN FOR ADVANCED

Daniel Pearl

MEDICINE & EXCEPTIONAL
PATIENT CARE & CLIENT SERVICE

Remembered

he parents of slain journalist Daniel Pearl, Encino residents, joined President
Bush and first lady Laura Bush at the White House Dec. 10 to light the Pearl
family Hanukkah menorah.
The menorah used in the ceremony originally belonged to the grandparents of
Pearl's father, Judea - Chaim and Rosa Pearl - who brought it with them when they
moved from Poland to what is now Israel in 1924 to establish the town of Bnai-Brak,
according to the Daniel Pearl Foundation.
Daniel Pearl, the Wall Street Journal reporter abducted and murdered by
terrorists in Pakistan in 2002, remembered his great-grandfather in his last hours.
His final words captured on videotape were: “I am a Jewish American from Encino,
California. My father is Jewish, my mother is Jewish, I am Jewish. Back in the town of
Bnai-Brak there is a street named after my great-grandfather Chaim Pearl, who is one
of the founders of the town.”
“To think that this menorah which has traveled from Poland to Bnai-Brak would
one day be glowing in the White House is simply beyond my wildest imagination,” said
Judea Pearl, a UCLA professor and president of the Daniel Pearl Foundation.
“This tribute to our son and to the town that his great-grandfather founded in
1924 honors hundred of thousands of such menorahs which were brought to Israel
from many countries by freedom-seeking Jews who, inspired by the story of the
Maccabees, achieved sovereignty and dignity by rebuilding their historic homeland,”
he said.
“Our family is humbled and honored by this unexpected tribute and we hope
that our menorah serves as a visual reminder to all people who are facing darkness
that, with hope and perseverance, freedom and goodness will prevail,” said Daniel
Pearl's mother, Ruth Pearl.
The Daniel Pearl Foundation was formed in 2002 to promote cross-cultural
understanding, counter cultural and religious hatred, encourage responsible and
creative journalism and enrich people's lives through music.
Pearl's parents are also editors of “I Am Jewish: Personal Reflections Inspired by
the Last Words of Daniel Pearl,” a collection of essays from 147 Jews in 12 countries
including Larry King, Kirk Douglas, Richard Dreyfuss and Mike Wallace.
January, 2008

Based on an excerpt from the book, Romancing
Royalty: 365 Devotions to Draw You Closer to King
Jesus, by Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford.
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford is the Senior Pastor of
Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch. Edited
by Rhona Cue

Paying it Forward?

Valley

T

or say January 1, 2008, it means that this is 2008 A.D., or
anno Domini, literally, “the year of our Lord.” Everything
prior to 2008 years ago is deemed B.C. literally before
Christ.
Do you feel compelled to get to know or learn more
about this Man whose birth, life, crucifixion, death and
resurrection forever changed time as we know it? Let me
tell you, friends, Jesus not only changed the world, He
changed the lives and hearts of the multitudes who met
Him—and He still does to this day! Happy New Year to
you in the name of Jesus!

es
Now Introduc
Pampered Boarding
Under a Doctor’s Watchful Eye

•Doctor Supervised •Extraordinarily Clean
•Large Heated/Air Conditioned Runs and Suites
•Gated Off-Leash Play Area
•Heated Floors

OPEN 7 DAYS & HOLIDAYS

www.chatvet.com

341-7770

21418 Devonshire Chatsworth 91311
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Help is only “Cure”

BUZZING IN,
BUZZING OUT
By Norman Molesko,

Valley Voice Resident Poet

Living in the fast lane is the way of this
world.
Many folks try to get the most out of
their lives,
imposing on themselves rushing as a
normal pace.
Popular sayings used everyday in chat,
“No Problem” or “Been There, Done That,”
exemplify a life of continuing rapidity.
Not slowing down at times is a liability.

Proper Disposal
of Recalled Toys...

M

database that would allow animal control
officers to monitor the progress of socalled animal hoarders was proposed by a
city councilman, who said there is a 100 percent
recidivism rate among hoarders who do not receive
mental counseling.
The Hoarding Evaluation Aid Response
Tracking System - HEARTS – would be operated
by the Los Angeles Animal Services Department,
said Councilman Tony Cardenas, who introduced
a motion to create the database. The councilman
also called for a staff psychologist to be placed
in the department to help follow up on the mental
care of hoarders.
“These people who hoard animals have a
mental condition and they deserve, and we deserve,
to get the health care they need,” Cardenas said.
“If we go into a home ... and find say two
dozen animals, and we rectify that situation for the
(Continued from page 1)

illions of toys manufactured in China and
sold in the United States were recently
recalled because they contained toxic
substances such as lead-based paint.
Such products should not be disposed of in
the regular trash.
They should be either returned to the store
or brought to a S.A.F.E. Center where they
can be safely and properly disposed of. Like
chemicals, batteries or electronics, if such items
go to landfills, they can pollute the air, soil and
groundwater.
The nearest S.A.F.E. Center is located
at 11025 Randall St., Sun Valley and is open
Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 9:00 am to
3:00 pm.
For more information, please call the
Department of Public Works Public Affairs Office
at (213) 978-0333 or email pao@bpw.lacity.org.
(Contributed by Councilman Greig Smith.)

A

Animal Hoarders Need Mental Aid

Dear Teacher
Dear Teacher,
I teach fifth grade, and whenever we have a
program at school, most of the auditorium is filled with
pre-k and kindergarten parents who leave immediately after
their child performs. My students are left with practically an
empty auditorium.
− Fifth grade teacher
Dear Fifth Grade Teacher,
Have your program coordinator schedule the
performances of the pre-k and kindergarten throughout
the entire program so that the parents have to stay.

Unfortunately, we assume everyone is courteous, but
that isn’t always the case.

Las Lomas Poses Threat
To Northwest Valley

(Vons Shopping Center)
(Near Rite-Aid)

Designed Specifically for Adults 40 and Over!
Rejuvenating exercise programs for men and women will:
Increase Stamina • Improve Range of Motion
Improve Bone Density • Increase Lean Muscle

Two-For-One
Membership

A peek at the person
behind “Dear Teacher”. Her
name is Sandy, and she is an
experienced teacher, author,
and private tutor. Sandy
grew up in Rhode Island,
and later moved to Boston,
Massachusetts where she
attended Boston University
and taught school in the Boston area. The move
to Los Angeles came later, and she recently retired
from a long, rewarding teaching career with the
L.A.U.S.D..
Sandy cares deeply about the concerns facing
students, parents, and teachers, and hopes her column
will provide an avenue for expression, and hopefully
some answers to the pertinent issues regarding
education.

(continued from page 1)

10168 M ason Ave.
C ha ts worth, C A
(818) 718-2006

moment, and if this mental health condition persists
with this person, later on when we go to that home,
they will have easily twice as many animals in the
condition that we found them before.”
Lt. Tony Lomedico with the LAPD's Animal
Cruelty Task Force said both people and animals
suffer in cases of hoarding.
“You just have to be there to understand
what's in these locations,” Lomedico said.
“Once you've been there, and been around the
smells and the life that goes on there you never
forget it. From the basement to the attic, there's
filth, fecal matter, urine and trash, coupled with a
smell that's horrendous and unforgettable.”
Since its formation two years ago, the Animal
Cruelty Task Force has investigated 400 cases of
animal abuse, and busted 35 cockfighting and 15
dogfighting rings.

Both Los Angeles County and the City of Santa Clarita oppose Las Lomas. It
is 2,000% denser than the County maximum of approximately 250 homes, so the
developer wants to have the project annexed into the City of Los Angeles. That’s
not smart growth.
They have also been going to Neighborhood Councils around the Valley in a
desperate attempt to convince them that this project would benefit the community
somehow. But they are no fools and can easily see the project for what it is: a
disaster for the communities of the San Fernando Valley.
We are joined by a long list of opponents to this project who understand
the true impacts it would bring. They include Congressmen Brad Sherman and
Howard “Buck” McKeon, State Assembly Member Cameron Smyth, Los Angeles
County Supervisor Michael Antonovich, the Sierra Club, the Transit Coalition,
Neighborhood Councils, and many more people who care about our community.
To read my entire White Paper against this proposed development, visit my
website at www.CD12.org.
Please write your City Councilmember and urge them to oppose Las Lomas
– it’s not smart growth!

with this coupon
(OR 50% OFF ONE)

Private Tutor

Experienced, Retired Teacher & Tutor
Will Tutor in the
Privacy of Your Home
E-mail or call Sandy
dearteacher@verizon.net
818-223-1128

Attention!

Former Cuts For
Men Members
Additional 10% Off
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LOCAL Events
"Carmen In Concert"
At The Madrid Theatre
Center Stage Opera presents Bizet's beloved
opera, "Carmen" in concert format on Saturday,
January 26, at 7:30pm at The Madrid Theatre
(21622 Sherman Way, Canoga Park).
From the Overture to the Toreador Song and
Habanera, the music of Carmen is among the most
widely recognized and beloved in all of opera.
General Admission tickets for "Carmen In
Concert" are on sale now at the Madrid Theatre box
office. To order tickets by phone, call the Madrid
Theatre at 818-347-9938, or order online at www.
culturela.org/madridtheatre. Tickets are $33, $28,
$23, with a $5 discount on all ticket categories
for seniors (65 & over) and students with ID. For
further information, go to www.centerstageopera.
org.

Granada Hills Library Events
Jan. 16, Wed. 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. Book discussion
of “Water for Elephants,” by Sara Gruen
Jan. 17, Thurs. 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Heather’s
Handicrafts: Children’s librarian shares winter
stories and crafts for preschoolers to age 8.
Jan. 26, Sat. 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Expanded Computer Use: TUGNET Club speakers
demonstrate ways to use your computer beyond
the basics: photography, genealogy and census
research, email, more. Question/answer session
afterwards. Open to all ages.

Passion Play Auditions Set
Passion Play auditions have been set by
Shepherd of the Hills Church, Northridge.
Audition information packets can be picked up at
the information center at 19700 Rinaldi Street.
Auditions are open to everyone.
Audition dates:
Wednesday, Jan. 9th– Choir’s only
Thursday, Jan. 10th– Lead Roles/ Solos – by
appointment only
Friday, Jan. 11th – Lead Roles/ Solos – by
appointment only
Saturday, Jan. 12th – Open Call
For more information,
please call 818-831-9333.

Dennis Ross Here Jan.12
Ambassador Dennis Ross will be featured at
Temple Ahavat Shalom, Saturday, Jan.12, at 8 p.m.
Ross was the United States point man
on the Middle East peace process during the
administrations of both George H. W. Bush and
Bill Clinton.
T.A.S. is located at 18200 Rinaldi Place,
Northridge.
For more information and ticket prices, call
Temple Ahavat Shalom at 818-360-2258, or visit
their website at www.TASNorthridge.org.

Please Contact Us
Sierra Canyon School invites you to tour our
Lower and Upper School Campuses
11052 Independence Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311

For information about Lower, Middle and Upper School Admissions, please contact Steven Burnett, Director
of Admissions, at (818) 709-9174.
As parent, choosing the right school for your child is one of the most important decisions that you will make. How
do you select the right place for your child? Sierra Canyon School has been educating children for 30 years. Sierra
Canyon School embraces academic and personal excellence, wherein each student is treated as an individual and has the
opportunity to strive and attain his or her best.
From Early Kindergarten to 12th grade, Sierra Canyon is an academically excellent, college preparatory school
committed to an empowering environment in which students realize their greatest intellectual, creative, ethical, and
physical promise. We are defined by an energized, attentive, and diverse student-teacher culture.
Now seeking applicants for the 2008-2009 school year.

January. 2008
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C

New E-2 Meter
Tested in Valley

ity officials unveiled the parking meter of the
future, which takes the swipe of a credit card as
well as small change.
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa was among the VIPs
touting the Easy Park-Easy Pay machine, which was
installed in a city parking lot at 11229 Magnolia Blvd in
North Hollywood.
The Los Angeles Department of Transportation
is replacing 6,000 of the city's 40,000 meters with the
multi-unit machines that allow motorists to use cash,
credit card, debit card or their cell phones to pay for
parking.
“Anyone in Los Angeles who has parked on the
street or in public lots knows the frustration of broken
meters, unwarranted parking tickets, and the stress of
scraping for spare change to cover your trip to the local
store,” said Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa.
City engineers plan to replace 1,000 meters in
city parking lots and another 5,000 along Los Angeles
streets by next spring. If the new meters are deemed
a success, LADOT will replace all of the city parking
meters within two years.
“We will have new, durable and more reliable
single-space meters. These have been tested in other
cities, including New York, and have withstood the test
of vandalism,” said City Councilwoman Wendy Greuel,
chair of the council's Transportation Committee.

For Hybrids

Free Meter Parking

O

nly motorists with state-issued “Clean Air
Vehicle” decals on their cars will get to park
free at meters in Los Angeles, according to a
vote by the City Council to direct the City Attorney's
Office to amend current law.
Three years ago, the city's Department of
Transportation started a program that allowed anyone
with a Toyota Prius, Honda Civic Hybrid, Honda Insight
or Ford Escape Hybrid to park for free at city meters.
Those cars were not required to display the state decal,
which enables solo drivers to use carpool lanes.
The Los Angeles City Council approved a proposed
ordinance to extend the program until Jan. 1, 2011, but
to limit free parking to those cars with the state decal.
LADOT officials estimate that the program costs
the city about $116,560 a year, or 0.56 percent of the
total annual meter revenue.

A

Chatsworth Fire

fire in a Chatsworth home burned for nearly
30 minutes Dec. 8 before firefighters were able
to put it out, but no one was seriously injured,
officials said.
“None of the residents in the home (was) injured,
but two pet cats perished in the fire,” David Ortiz of the
Los Angeles Fire Department said.
A firefighter suffered minor burns to his ears as he
and about 25 colleagues fought the blaze in a roughly
1,600-square-foot house at 10413 Owensmouth Ave.,
Ortiz said.
The fire was reported at 1:34 a.m. and declared
out at 2:01 a.m., he said. The room where the fire
started was gutted, and the rest of the house had smoke
damage, he said. Smoke detectors alerted the family to
the danger, Ortiz said.

January, 2008

Another Convicted
In Chatsworth Death

A

second man was convicted Dec. 13 in the 2003
slaying of a 37-year-old Chatsworth man whose
decomposing remains were found in a Van Nuys
self-storage unit.
Jeffrey Lawrence Weaver, 37, was found guilty
of second-degree murder in the June 2003 death of
Christopher Walsh. Weaver had faced a first-degree
murder charge, but the Los Angeles Superior Court jury
voted to convict him of the lesser charge.
Weaver, along with co-defendant David Michael
Steinberg, 40, of Studio City, killed Walsh sometime
between June 24 and June 30, 2003, because he
witnessed Steinberg shoot at an off-duty sheriff's deputy
- who was not struck by the gunfire - at a Chatsworth
condominium complex in January 2003.
Steinberg shot Walsh multiple times and Weaver
finished him off with a gunshot to the head, according
to prosecutors.
Walsh was reported missing by family members
on June 30 of that year and his decomposing remains
were found swathed in plastic and duct tape in a Van
Nuys storage container on July 2, 2003.
Earlier, a separate jury convicted Steinberg of
first-degree murder in the case. He was also found
guilty of six other counts, including attempted murder
and assault with a semi-automatic firearm for the attack
on an off-duty deputy.
Two other men were charged with being
accessories to the crime. The two struck plea deals and
testified for the prosecution at the trial.
Weaver, who faces life in prison without the
possibility of parole, is due back before Judge Michael
E. Pastor for sentencing Jan. 7.
Steinberg is scheduled to be sentenced Feb. 5. He

is facing life in prison without the possibility of
parole, plus two consecutive life terms.

Water Efforts
Lagging in City

C

ity records show that Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa's call six months ago for
voluntary water conservation in a record
dry year has failed to persuade Los Angeles
residents and businesses to substantially rein in
water use, it was reported.
Despite the mayor's June 6 plea for a 10
percent reduction, water use in the city remained
largely flat through October, compared with the
same period last year, according to Department of
Water and Power records cited by the Los Angeles
Times.
Some environmentalists now want the mayor
to endorse mandatory restrictions, such as those
that have reaped significant water savings this fall
in Long Beach, The Times reported.
Area environmental leaders who met privately
with Villaraigosa told The Times they asked him to
declare a state of drought and impose restrictions,
and he said he would if science supported it.
“... I want a commitment from the mayor
to work toward a more sustainable future and
to reduce water use in Los Angeles,” Miriam
Torres of the Environmental Justice Coalition
for Water, who was among those at the meeting,
told The Times. “People in Los Angeles have to
think of water as a precious resource and not a
commodity.”
The mayor's office confirmed the
conversation occurred but had no details of what
kind of scientific evidence the mayor had in mind,
according to The Times.
City water officials told The Times they
planned to wait several more months to see if
water supplies improve before resorting to harsher
measures.

Valencia’s Exotic
Car Club “Sizzles”

T

he Valencia Exotic Car Club, based in Valencia, applies
the concept of timeshare to the use of exotic cars. The
Club owns and services the cars, and members have the
right to use the cars up to one week at a time, on a reservation
basis.
The Club has a Ferrari 360 Modena Spider,
Lamborghini Gallardo, Ferrari 550 Maranello, Porsche 911
Turbo and other cars. As membership in the Club grows, they will be adding the Aston Martin V8 Vantage,
Bentley GT, Porsche 911 4S Cabriolet and other exotics to the stable. They will have coupes and convertibles, and
a variety of transmission types, including 6 speed manual, e-gear, F1 and automatic with tiptronic, paddle or other
type of shifting option.
The “vision” of the Club? - it's more than just offering exotic cars to members - it's about helping Club
members have great experiences, where the car is just one instrument in that experience. Club members will have
all sorts of great experiences with the cars in Southern California, from San Diego to San Luis Obispo and all
places in between. What does it offer? Quiet time as a romantic couple, visible time at important social or business
events, impressing that important client or vendor, or private time just the Club member and the car on a winding
road. They will also be organizing all sorts of events for Club members, including track events, go-kart racing,
cruise ins, car meets, wine tasting, fine dining and more.
Visit their website at www.valenciacarclub.com to see pictures of the cars, facilities, and club members,
as well as to get information on pricing - about 50% less than other exotic car clubs and car rental companies in
California, including the greater Los Angeles area.
They look forward to bringing to local residents another luxury goods/services company, available only in
the finer cities of the world.
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$235 Annually

Cigarette Sellers To Pay New Tax

T

he Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors Antonovich and Don Knabe called the license a “tax” and
voted 3-2 to start
asked the board to use money
charging
tobacco
from the 1998 settlement of
According to a county report,
sellers $235 per year for
statewide  litigation
against
a license to sell those
most adults who tried smoking had tobacco firms to pay for antiproducts.
smoking efforts, instead of
done so at the age of 16. Minors
The money raised
going after retailers to pay for
consume 924 million packs of
would fund efforts to
them.
discourage youths from
“Rather than initiate a new
cigarettes each year nationwide,
smoking, including  sting
tax
on
the small business owners,
earning the tobacco industry $460
operations
aimed
at
who would be paying this, the
million in profit from underage
catching vendors who sell to
Tobacco Settlement Funds
juveniles.
ought to be used to address
smokers, the report said.
In a letter to the board,
tobacco-related education and
Jennifer Forkish of the
enforcement throughout our
California Grocers Association said the ordinance may county,” Antonovich said.
help expand the black market for cigarettes and other
But Antonovich and Knabe's plan to use $234,841
tobacco products.
from the tobacco fund to program in its first year failed.
She urged the Board of Supervisors to exempt
The majority voted with Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky.
retailers who had not been cited for selling to minors,
“I think it would be a terrible precedent,” he said.
but the board took no action in that regard.
“If we began to use (tobacco fund) money to pay for the
Although state law prohibits the sale of tobacco licenses of businesses to do business there would be no end
to minors, 10.7 percent of retailers statewide still sell to this.
to minors, according to a report provided to the Board
According to a county report, most adults who tried
of Supervisors.
smoking had done so at the age of 16. Minors consume
In Los Angeles County, about 30 percent sell 924 million packs of cigarettes each year nationwide,
tobacco products to minors, according to the report.
earning the tobacco industry $460 million in profit from
In a failed amendment, Supervisors Michael underage smokers, the report said.

As part of our efforts to combat weeds and graffiti, we have encouraged
everyone to help us to remove graffiti as quickly as possible by
reporting it directly to West Valley Alliance.
Some community members have also volunteered
to paint over graffiti on their own. This is a great
service to the community. However, it must be
done properly or it may have to be repainted if it
does not match the original surface color.
If you plan to paint over graffiti, please
contact West Valley Alliance first and they will
help you correctly match paint colors or arrange
sandblasting if necessary.
For more information, please call West Valley
Alliance at (818) 227-9722 or email
WValleyAlliance@sbcglobal.net.
You may also report graffiti by calling 3-1-1.
(Contributed by Councilman Greig Smith.)
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Radio Contract

A

system that would allow the Los Angeles
Police Department to add more radio consoles
in its 911 dispatch centers will not be ready
until mid-2009, the Los Angeles Police Commission
was told.
Five years ago, the Los Angeles City Council
and Motorola signed a contract to install a new radio
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Towed to Canoga Park

Overlooked Victim
Remains a Puzzle

T

he body of a woman was found in a car at a Canoga
Park tow yard after being apparently overlooked
by Los Angeles paramedics and traffic officers the
day before, when the vehicle was involved in an accident,
...the council agreed to a $12.8 million authorities said.
interim contract that called for Motorola to
The discovery was made Dec. 16 and is being
update existing computer systems in the 911 investigated, said Sgt. Paul Modrell of the Los Angeles
dispatch centers.
Police Department's West Valley Division.
“There was an accident Saturday and the car was
impounded, and later it turned out there was another
console system in the department's Metro and San victim in the vehicle,” Modrell said.
Fernando Valley dispatch centers. The systems were
“Obviously, that is something they're trying to figure
expected to be installed in 2004.
out - how this could happen.”
When it became apparent that those systems
The coroner's department had not examined the
would be delayed until at least 2007, the council elderly woman's body as of this morning, said coroner's
agreed to a $12.8 million interim contract that called Lt. John Kades. “The autopsy might be later today, or
for Motorola to update existing computer systems in tomorrow,” he said.
the 911 dispatch centers.
The initial traffic accident happened when a car
The Police Commission agreed to extend that driven by the woman's son struck a parked car in a parking
contract through Dec. 31, 2010, subject to council lot and crashed into a building in the 19200 block of West
approval.
Ventura Boulevard in Tarzana, the Times reported.
Motorola will absorb the costs associated with
The car was then towed some seven miles to Howard
extending the interim contract.
Sommers Towing Inc. at 7891 Deering Ave. in Canoga
There are 130 radio consoles between the two Park.
dispatch centers. The LAPD expects to increase that
The body of the slightly built woman had been
number to 200 once the new communication system concealed beneath an air bag that had deployed during
is installed.
the accident, police said.
January, 2008
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Letters to the Editor
Please keep them brief and include
your name, address and daytime
phone. We reserve the right to edit all
submissions.
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Thai Tales
By Herb Pastor, Valley Voice Contributor

T

his huge boiling cauldron of fish is one of many which sits on the open
sidewalks, perched on some wobbly legs just waiting to spill and scorch
passers by. Traversing the open markets of Thailand can be exciting,  full
of adventure and, if one doesn't look where they're alking...dangerous.
Communicating in Thai can be frustrating not simply because the language
is so much different with more consonants, more vowels and the numerous tones
but, in addition, Thai's from different parts of the country can speak what sounds
like entirely different languages. Reminds me of some N'awlins folk who spoke
English but I'd be damned if I could understand what some of those swampers
were sayin'.
Pattaya reminds me of the streets of Detroit in the 1940's when I was growing
up. Almost anything a household needs is available on the street. There's the fruit
vendor, the vegetable vendor, the cooked food vendor who BBQ's fish, chicken
and pork on a stick,, the salad guy who prepares every salad just the way you
like it.
You can buy towels and linens from one pushcart, pots and pans from
another. There's the broom guy who sells handmade brooms. So whether you want
clothes, gasoline, reptiles, small electronics or lucky lottery tickets; everything is
available to you at impossibly low prices.
Open air beauty shops, tailors and leather repair guys working on ancient
sewing machines in back alleys, fortune tellers who spread their cards on the
walkway along with the usual hustlers and con-men itching to wrestle some
spare baht from an unsuspecting farang make up a colorful and flavorful bunch.
Recently, I placed an order with the “green grocer” for some flowers and
plants for my condo. Today I received two four-foot potted plants, two threefoot potted plants, six two-foot potted plants and a dozen individually potted
flowers. It's a terrific assortment of fresh, healthy foliage for 2000 baht...about
sixty bucks...delivered to my door. My guess is that this grouping would cost
hundreds of dollars in the U.S.
So, on with my life in Thailand. Bot  (Herbie)

H

it Really

Baseball Camps Set for January

S

Let’s Tell

it Like

(Editor’s note: I recently emailed my “old” college roommate
if he’s in the jungle, or on the golf course. He responded: “Both. I'm
in the jungle and playing golf. I played the BangPra Golf Course
sometimes noted as the Monkey course since it was carved out of the
jungle and the course is surrounded by wild animals...particularly
monkeys who scout the golf carts looking for anything to pilfer. Of
course, they want food but they'll take anything...cameras, golf balls,
etc. The food vendors sprinkled throughout the course are armed
with slingshots to protect their small investments. It's a lot of fun.”)

Is

ello Ladies and Gentlemen. It’s Duncan Bleek, back from the
dead. I’ve been doing a lot of work these past few weeks, and
I am happy to say that I have some interesting news to report.
There IS entertainment in the Valley.
Fox and Hounds has an exciting young group, kind of a rockstar
venue, playing loud, rocking and rolling, and they presented their music
well. The only problem is they were on the sloppy side. There was a
lively crowd that seemed to enjoyed the music. On a scale of 1 -10, 10
being the best, I give them a 5 to 6 rating. They were very average, but
you could tell they enjoyed what they were doing.
At the Sugarmill, I heard two blues bands. One featured Kim Foley,
who is a good female vocalist. The band behind her was on the older side
and obviously knew what they were doing. If blues is your cup of tea,
this group is worth seeing. Take a date and you have background music.
On a scale of 1 – 10, they rate a 5 to 6. This is blues, but the band played
as if they had no life in them.
The other blues band, called Preston, played a different kind of blues
– interesting music, but not true blues. However, it was entertaining. I
rate them a 6. The show was not very exciting, but again,
it’s good background music for a drink with a date.
Finally, I went to McG’s, a nice club in Chatsworth
on Devonshire. I hadn’t been there in awhile. There
was a band playing called Sandpoint. This band had
a professional lighting system, a professional sound
set-up, two keyboard players, two guitar players, a
drummer, a bass and three female vocalists! This band
had everything going for them on first glance, but after
listening, it was obvious that the PA system was of poor
quality. On closer view, the band members looked very
old and unprofessional.
I cannot figure out why they had three female
vocalists, since none were anything special. I walked
away shaking my head “why?” They weren’t horrible,
it just didn’t make any sense. It was like being given
tickets to the Hollywood Bowl and you end up seeing a
garage band. There were so many people on stage that
they must have earned about $10 a piece. Rating: 4-5.

teve Rousey’s popular Northridge Baseball Camps continue at
Cal State Northridge this month.
Rousey’s unique camps “train players to throw harder, hit
farther and run faster,” he said.
The Day Camp, Jan. 26-27, is for youngsters 5-13.
Hitter and pitcher/catcher camp is Jan. 26-27, for ages 13-18, and
the high school showcase for 13-18 year olds, will be held Jan. 19-21.
For more information, call 818-749-6185, or visit www.
northridgebaseballcamps.com

Dodgers Plan Parade Float
Former manager Tommy Lasorda and pitcher Don Newcombe will be
among the current and former Los Angeles Dodgers riding on the team's
inaugural float in the 119th Rose Parade, the team announced.
The float is part of the team's celebration of its 50 years in Los Angeles.
In addition to Lasorda and Newcombe, broadcaster Vin Scully, Spanishlanguage broadcaster Jaime Jarrin, broadcaster and former pitcher Fernando
Valenzuela and former first baseman Steve Garvey will also ride the float down
Colorado Boulevard on New Year's Day
“Baseball truly became a `national' pastime when the Dodgers moved to

Los Angeles, and for many Angelenos, this is the moment they fell in
love with baseball,” said Jamie McCourt, Dodger vice chairman and
president. “The Dodger float will honor the team's 50-year relationship
with Los Angeles and its loyal fans.”
The float will include a re-creation of Dodger Stadium as a

The voice for good entertainment,
Duncan Bleek

December, 2007
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The “L” Factor

F

act: people are living longer. There are
approximately 80,000 people in the United
States today who are 100 years old. It is
projected that by the year 2040, that number will
increase to close to 600,000. That 600,000 might
even include some of those who are in the first
80,000 mentioned. There’s a very good chance
that some of you may be some of them.
Picture this scene: You are happily looking
forward to your 100th birthday when you get a
call from your 60 year old granddaughter who, in
between tearful sobs, says, “I’ve just left Charlie.
Can I bring the great-grandchildren and move
in with you?” And you say, “Your mother just
called this morning with the same situation.” The
Golden Years. What will they call the years after
Golden….Platinum? Or Titanium?
Is longevity due to scientific factors? Better
medicine? Better nutrition? Or is there something
else? Perhaps there is something involved called
the “L” factor. The “L” factor is the “LAUGH”
factor. Laughter may be the secret ingredient to
living a long and happy life. (Note: The use of the

By Dr. Liane Caryl, Valley Voice Contributor

word perhaps removes any obligation to perform
a lengthy, scientifically-correct, peer approved
and replicated research study before making a
statement pertaining to living well.)
Take, for example, the comedy legend George
Burns. He lived to be 100, minus a few days.
Henny Youngman, another legend, a man who
wrote, “Take my wife….please”, lived into his
90’s. His violin is still living, by the way, but the
bow had to replaced because even with Rogaine it
lost all its hair.
Then there’s Sheldon Leonard, comedy actor,
comedy producer, comedy director and writer who
passed away at the age of 89. “Uncle Milty” died
at the age of 93, but is reported to still be stealing
jokes. Broadway producer, director, writer, George
Abbott, who was well into his hundreds, active,
articulate, chasing women…not necessarily
remembering why he was chasing them but it was
force of habit….they all knew where the laughs
were…they all knew about the “L” factor.
The people mentioned above are and were all
connected to show business. That doesn’t mean that

L

January, 2008

Liane Caryl, M.D. is a psychiatrist, writer,
and professional speaker. She welcomes your
comments and questions. Please contact her via
yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
		
Northridge's own “Slyder," a Nova
Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever (center
dog - red with a white chest) owned by
Kim & Terry Simons, placed first in
his height division at the AKC Agility
Invitational sponsored by Eukanuba
at the Long Beach Convention Center.
More than 470 dogs from across the
country and beyond competed in this
international event.

Local Winery,
Grocer Team Up

os Angeles’ historic San Antonio Winery
has teamed up with Whole Foods Market in
Southern California to provide the market’s
first offering of locally produced wine crafted
exclusively for Whole Foods Market’s “locally
grown” program.
Since its founding in 1917, San Antonio
Winery has been making wine in Los Angeles.
Today, the fourth-generation, family-owned and
operated winery is the city’s oldest and only
working winery. Its vineyards are located in
Monterey, Napa and Paso Robles, and have earned
numerous gold medals and international awards
for its red blends. The aptly named Generations, a
red wine blend, is in Whole Foods Market stores
now.
Priced at $12.99 a bottle, Generations is
available at Whole Foods Market’s Southern
California locations.
San Antonio Winery, in its original location
on Lamar Street, is the last of more than 100
producing wineries that once lined the Los
Angeles River Basin. In 1965, the city designated
it a cultural historic landmark.

you have to get into show business to live longer,
but these folks knew laughter and they knew how
to bring laughter to others. Perhaps their laughterfilled lives contributed to their longevity. The
people mentioned above also happen to be male.
Men statistically don’t live as long as women, so
this is also hopeful information. The centenarian
group is about 90% female. Perhaps men just give
women more to laugh about.
Statistics also report that women who don’t
have children until after they reach the age of forty
have a better chance of living to 100. Does that
mean that you only have a life-span of 60 years
per child? Hmmm….longer than it seems on some
days…..
So start laughing more. Perhaps you will live
longer. But it will definitely be more enjoyable.
Doctor’s orders.

Make a New Year’s Resolution: Get Involved in Porter Ranch

H

ow would you spend $50,000? That is the question the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council will be tackling at the
Tuesday, January 8, 6 p.m. meeting, along with the subject of the proposed telephone tax. The PRNC is allocated
$50,000 per year of your tax dollars by the City of Los Angeles to spend in outreach and community improvement
projects. Come and help prioritize possible spending ideas which include: solar powered speeding signs, tree planting on
Sesnon, playground equipment for Holleigh Bernson Park, welcome to Porter Ranch signs, center median improvements,
and stolen car identification devices.
Also in January, you can help make Porter Ranch a better place to live, work and grow by joining the Go Green
Committee and the Beautification Committee. The Go Green Committee, chaired by Christopher Cooper, will be holding its
first meeting on Thursday, January 17th, 6:30pm at the Porter Ranch Library, 11372 Tampa Ave. Help identify the overall
committee objectives and specific projects to conserve and recycle in Porter Ranch. Committee members will receive a
PRNC reusable shopping bag.
The Beautification Committee, chaired by Ron Nagai, will be meeting on Tuesday, January 22nd, 6:30pm at the Porter
Ranch Library. Items under consideration are tree planting, cleaning up the lot behind Whole Foods and contracting out for
sidewalk clean up.
The PRNC meets on the first Tuesday of the month at Shepherd of the Hills Church. The next meetings are scheduled
for January 8th, February 5th and March 4th at 6pm. Find out more at www.PRNC.org and sign up for email alerts about
upcoming events and issues.
Chris Cooper will chair the new PRNC Go Green Committee. Ron Nagai chairs the PRNC Beautification
Committee
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Join Josh on the #1
Advertising Team!
The only community newspaper
that “delivers” your single message
everyday of the month!
Over 50,000 readers get our paper
at home and around our area (we’re
the only local newspaper with its own
racks, which are checked and filled
everyday!) Your ad lasts 30 days each
month.

Your community news newspaper!

•Read by highest annual income households in your area.
•No contracts/ Free advertorials
•Most competitive ad rates
•Only independent newspaper promoting Valley rights, more police,
lower taxes, cleaner and safer neighborhoods, better schools,
senior rights, and much more!
•Best Read
•Best Results
•Uncluttered for your message
•Bonus: your ad free on our website 24/7
Let us help you reach your target. Call us at (818) 341-4839 or (310) 429-0484
to discuss the best option for your business or organization.
Email us at yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
See our low ad rates at www.evalleyvoice.com

Valley Voice, Your MVP
(Most Valuable Paper)
Member: North Valley Chamber of Commerce; Chatsworth/Porter Ranch Chamber;
Granada Hills Chamber, Greater San Fernando Valley Chamber and Suburban Newspapers of America; and the Society for Professional Journalists.
January, 2008
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