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“Ownership” Questioned

Smith Moves Against
Las Lomas Projects

A
Introducing Las Brisas at Porter Ranch
(See Page 5 & 12)

Shades of 1934

Las Vegas vs. Los
Angeles
In New Battle
Over Water?

T

he flamboyant
mayor of Las
Vegas may have
opened up a multistate
water war when he
said “no one is going
to allow us to go dry”
and vowed to go after
Southern California's
water.
Mayor Oscar Goodman's comments come as
officials from Wyoming to Mexico contemplate
the prospect of a shriveling Colorado River, where
global climate changes might dry up much of the
vast water supply for people from Tucson to Tijuana,
and Denver to Los Angeles.
Goodman reportedly said that farmers in
California “will have their fields go fallow before
our spigots run dry.” Those comments were made
last month, when the Las Vegas mayor was asked
for comment about a new climate study that predicts
such diminished flows in the Colorado River that
Lake Mead and Lake Powell will be sucked dry.
“We'll see you at the battlefront,” Goodman
was quoted as saying by the Desert Sun newspaper
of Palm Springs.
Battles over Colorado River supplies are not
new. In 1934, Arizona's governor sent the state's
National Guard to the Colorado River to prevent Los
Angeles from building Parker Dam, and removed
the troops only after a federal court ordered an end
to hostilities.
In California, Coachella Valley Water District
general manager Steve Robbins called the latest Las

Vegas threats “ridiculous and inflammatory.”
The Imperial Irrigation District views the
Nevada threats as “the latest in a series of salvos
directed at the farms and fields of the Imperial
Valley,” said spokesman Kevin Kelley.
University of Utah law professor Robert
Adler told the Desert Sun that the Vegas mayor's
comments may be a “kind of political statement,
rather than a statement based on legal rights.”
Farms in the Coachella and Imperial valleys
are called the breadbasket of the southwest, and
crops and animals grown there feed much of the
country, including Las Vegas, farmers say. Surplus
water from the desert is already in the process of
being acquired by San Diego and other coastal
cities.
Farms in California get 11 times more
water than Las Vegas is allocated under a
multistate agreement brokered by Congress in
1922. A new revision of the Colorado River
Compact has been negotiated by the federal
government and water users, to accommodate
urban growth and decreased water supplies.

motion introduced by Los Angeles City
Councilman Greig Smith is aimed at ending a
developer's bid to build a massive mixed-used
development just outside the city limits.
Las Lomas is a project that Santa Monica-based
Palmer Investments wants to build in an unincorporated
area near the Golden State (5) and Antelope Valley (14)
freeways.
The project calls for 5,500 housing units on
mountainous terrain north of the city limits.
A major issue has been whether that unincorporated
land should be annexed to the city of Los Angeles,
allowing the developer to tap into the city's water supply,
sewer system and municipal services.
“This project has been lurking in the dark corners
of City Hall for nearly a decade,” Councilman Greig
Smith said. “It's time to finally take them out of the
shadows and stop this project for good.”
Smith's motion asks the City Council to determine
whether Los Angeles planning officials are obligated to
process an application for a project that is not within the
city boundaries.
Following a four-hour meeting, the council's Budget
and Finance Committee voted 4-1 to send the issue to the
full council.
Separately, the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors voted unanimously to look into claims Las
Lomas Land Co. told county officials that it owns all
the land it plans to develop, when in fact it only owns
roughly half of it.
A Santa Clarita newspaper, the Signal reported that
although the Las Lomas Land Co. has filed papers with
the county indicating that it is the sole owner of the 555
acres, 77-year-old Van Nuys resident Fred McHaddad
owns 251 acres of the property.
McHaddad has told Dan S. Palmer Jr., the founder
and president of Las Lomas Land Co.'s parent company,
Palmer Investments, that there would be an option to buy
the land but has not sold it yet, The Signal reported.
Matt Clink, spokesman for the Las Lomas Land
Co., described the dispute as a “non-issue.”
Acknowledging that McHaddad owns six of the
14 plots of land that make up the 555 acres in question,
Clink said that Las Lomas Land Co.'s option to purchase
McHaddad's land constituted a legal agreement giving
Las Lomas Land Co. the right to negotiate with the
government about building on the property.
“This is something that is easily cleared up,” Clink
said.

C

Insurance Fraud

onsumers, doctors and hospital officials who
suspect health insurance companies are denying
or delaying claims filed by insured Angelenos can
register their concerns with the City Attorney's Office
thanks to a Web site unveiled recently.
City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo and his staff
will collect that information to investigate unlawful
and fraudulent business practices by health insurance
companies.
“Countless Angelenos who believe they have
insurance actually have policies that aren't worth the
paper they're printed on,” Delgadillo said.
“At a patient's most vulnerable moment, the
insurance company won't pay for care or will cancel
the policy altogether,” he said. “Industry schemes to
maximize profits at the expense of patients are unfair
and unlawful and must be stopped. This new Web site
will serve as an additional tool in our larger investigation
into these schemes.”
The City Attorney's Office can file lawsuits and
misdemeanor charges against businesses engaged in
unlawful activities.
The Web site is at www.protectingtheinsured.org.

Valley Voice Poll #1 in Nation?
Porter Ranch K-8 School a Go?
“Neo-Nazi” Cartoon in L.A. Times?
Reiter-Wrong?
By Mel Reiter, Valley Voice
BEGINNER’S LUCK? Absolutely! In its first
political poll ever, the Valley Voice and the 800 “voters” from
Porter Ranch, Northridge, Chatsworth, and Granada Hills,
combined to beat ALL national and local pollsters.
Super Tuesday proved embarrassing for most – like the
major Reuters-C-Span/Zogby group, which had Barack Obama
getting 49% of the vote in California, and Hillary Clinton 36%. Most others predicted
the wrong winner, while very few had Hillary winning, narrowly.
How close were we? According to callers who follow these things – almost
perfect! The Valley Voice and its local community projected Clinton winning with
52%, Obama 38%. The final Democratic tally was “on the nose” for Hillary, and
42% for Barack. What skewed the 14-point margin for the winner was John Edwards
dropping out of the race, after the poll.
On the Republican side, locals picked John McCain getting 39%. He received
42%.
Were we number one in the nation? You tell us!
We did come in last in one category, however. While millions of dollars were
spent on major polls – with thousands of interviewers – the Valley Voice spent less,
considerably less! Congratulations to the northwest San Fernando Valley “voters.”
Can we make it two in a row? Please read the latest CSUN poll of students,
faculty, and staff, on page 3.
PORTER RANCH SCHOOL IN TROUBLE? Not according to LAUSD
officials that addressed a recent Porter Ranch-Northridge Neighborhood Council
meeting for more than one hour.
Residents heard that the K to 8 school is on schedule for a 2012 opening, to be
constructed on a larger, more desirable location near Sesnon and Mason, donated by
S&S, builders of Porter Ranch. Officials described a beautiful school, offering excellent
instruction, with the newest and best facilities available to students and teachers.
What parents did not want to hear is that Governor Schwarzenegger’s budget
plans could trigger major cutbacks for state schools. This could cut almost $5 billion
in education funding for 2008 and 2009 – creating a major financial crisis for education
– including a $550 million shortfall for Los Angeles. Would the Los Angeles Unified
School District (LAUSD) delay proposed new schools – such as Porter Ranch? At
this time, no one is providing any guarantees – while any delay, even weeks, could
postpone the projected opening date.
LOST AND FOUND? While this may be difficult to comprehend, the LAUSD
has lost, or misplaced, almost 130,000 (not a misprint) computers, worth an estimated
$400 million. If seen at a local swap meet, or someone’s home, or garage, please phone
E.T.
Are our 700,000 students in our nation’s second largest school district, getting the
“best” from its officials. Hardly! We have no gripes about the quality of our classroom
teachers and support staff. In light of the ongoing fiasco with non-working – and now
lost – computers, who is in charge?
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CAMERA – The Committee for Accuracy in Middle East
Reporting in America, has come down hard on the Los Angeles Times. They
claim that after a 19-month study, the Times published 50% more op-eds expressing
a pro-Arab message versus those presenting a pro-Israel message. They argue that
officials of Hamas, the Palestinian Authority, and Syria, were given space to argue
their case, while only one former Israel official appeared – a radical Arab member
of Israel’s parliament with ties to Syria, who facing charges of treason, had fled the
country.
What is most alarming to me is a cartoon that appeared in the Times January 8th
this year, next to an anti-Israel column. It shows the hands of Uncle Sam shackled to
the Star of David – images similar to what Hitler and the Nazis depicted when I was
a child.
Hopefully, the new owner and recently named editor of the Times both will
address CAMERA’s concerns, “to correct the errors, and redress the distorted and
shoddy opinion pages, and desist from promoting prejudice.”
’
DON T BANK ON BANKS – It’s no secret that in our economic slump, a
number of Americans are at the end of their rope. So how do the banks help? They
raise credit card interest rates to 32%, increase returned check fees to $39, and then
reduce credit lines.
They want delinquent card holders to attend debt management classes – but what
instruction are they getting for losing billions of dollars in their major role as subprime mortgage lenders? While a number of major brokerage houses have replaced
their CEOs for their poor leadership in the debacle, what have banks done? They
raised most fees, with more likely, while holding none of their own accountable.
(Continued on Page 6)

www.evalleyvoice.com

Page 2

Las Lomas Responds to the “White Paper”
By Hilary Norton Orozco, Executive Vice-President, Las Lomas Land Co.
(Special to the Valley Voice)
(Editor’s Note: The Valley Voice has carried almost all negative reactions to Las Lomas.
As a free, and independent newspaper, we present both sides of this controversial project by giving them the opportunity to respond.)

O

ne of the attributes we expect from our elected leaders is truth and accuracy.
Sadly, we do not always receive that.
One of the most recent examples of that regrettable fact is Councilmember
Greig Smith’s September 10, 2007, inaccurate and error-filled “white paper,” part of his
ongoing vendetta against the Las Lomas Project. The truth is that the City-conducted
EIR process will bring forth the facts about the project.
Here are the facts about Las Lomas, compared with the Councilman’s white
paper.

How Big is Las Lomas?
The Councilman charges that the project will have a minimum of 5,800
residences – and go up to 9,670 units.
The truth is that Las Lomas will have a maximum of 5,553 units – 750 of which
will be affordable workforce housing. Not only was this new housing mix clear on
the document given to the community and to Smith, it is contained in the Las Lomas
Specific Plan.
He also says that Las Lomas will deplete Los Angeles City services to current
residents, yet ignores the fact that Las Lomas will contribute $22 million annually to
the City’s general fund revenue; build its own police and fire station, school and library;
create city parks; and be required to fully fund any necessary services that the City
deems necessary.
No portion of the city will benefit more from Las Lomas than the North Valley.

Has LAFCO Rejected Las Lomas?
In 2006, according to Smith, LAFCO (the public agency that the reviews annexation
and other boundary changes between municipalities) rejected the application because
Las Lomas failed to provide the necessary documentation.
LAFCO did not reject Las Lomas’ petition for annexation, it instructed Las Lomas
to re-file the application after the City of Los Angeles completes an EIR, and stated that
the petition is being returned “without prejudice.” This is documented in a letter from
LAFCO’s Executive Director and was available to the public prior to publication of the
Councilman’s white paper.

What About Traffic?
Perhaps the most controversial aspect of Las Lomas is the concern that it will
measurably add to the already-congested I-5/SR-14 chokepoint. Smith claims that the
Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) report says that the Las Lomas
traffic study is flawed and that the proposed Metrolink station is unfundable.
LADOT did not reject the Las Lomas transportation plan, but insisted on study of
two additional, conservative scenarios.
Las Lomas has committed to privately fund the improvements included in its
transportation mitigation plan, which represents an estimated $150 million investment.
In addition to a Metrolink station, Las Lomas proposes a privately-funded alternative
energy commuter shuttle system for Las Lomas residents and employees to and from
San Fernando Valley employment, residential, educational and transit centers.
Existing on and off ramps to the I-5 Freeway north would allow for park and ride users
to utilize the MetroLink station and the shuttle buses to other destinations in LA City.
Sepulveda Blvd.’s southbound extension to Rinaldi St. was designed as a suggestion
to LADOT to provide an alternate route to Balboa Blvd. and a new parallel route to the
I-5 Freeway; a Las Lomas-funded regionally significant transportation improvement.
LADOT’s Bureau of Project Development and Implementation includes this idea in the
“City of Los Angeles Potential Transportation Improvement Projects.”
This commuter bus system, combined with the Las Lomas funded widening of
Foothill Blvd. and the Old Road will provide approximately five miles of new parallel
road capacity between Santa Clarita and Rinaldi along the I-5 Freeway.

What About the Grading?
The development will require 20 million cubic yards of grading, charges the
Councilman’s paper.
The amount of grading is not directly correlated to a significant amount of
earthwork. Building 247 single-family homes (as allowed currently by Los Angeles
County), would require 10 million cubic yards of grading.
The maximum amount of grading that Las Lomas will require is 20 million
cubic yards, actual grading is expected to be closer to 16 million cubic yards, and the
grading will all be on site – no dirt will leave or be hauled to or from the site.

Costs to the City?
The Councilman charges that Las Lomas portrays the project as no burden to
the taxpayer. Not true, he says.
The truth is that Las Lomas must be taxpayer-neutral or taxpayer-positive,
according to the annexation agreement, and the City can assure it remains so through
the Specific Plan, Development Agreement, and other conditions of approval.
A Supplemental Fee Agreement, proposed by Councilman Richard Alarcon,
would ensure that Las Lomas costs the City nothing to process its applications.
Las Lomas is designed to be a complete community, i.e., jobs/housing/retail
balanced, with no requests for public subsidies. If the project is ultimately approved
by the City, Las Lomas will generate approximately $22 million in annual tax revenues
to the City in property tax utility tax, and sales tax revenues.
Las Lomas will contribute surplus tertiary treated waste water to the City
for irrigation and other non-potable water uses rather than soak up the City’s potable
water like traditional unsustainable developments for the same use.

Earthquakes?
The development is in a seismically unstable area, the Councilman says. He
ignores the fact that most of Southern California is a seismically active area.
There are no active Holocene faults identified on the site, so Las Lomas can
be built safely. Las Lomas will be built using the most up-to-date seismic codes,
informed by professional geological surveys. The recent freeway failures were due
more to inadequate Caltrans design requirements, which have since been corrected.

What’s in it for Us?
Smith charges that Las Lomas cannot guarantee a jobs-housing balance, and
the jobs numbers are not to be believed.
The truth is that the North Valley will receive most of the jobs from the
creation of Las Lomas.
Las Lomas will create a jobs-housing balanced site, and will determine
appropriate phasing of the development through the EIR process, with a focus on
construction and permanent jobs, infrastructure, amenities, and housing, to create a
self-contained site.
The jobs estimates were determined by Keyser Marston, an internationally
recognized expert in economic benefit assessments. They determined that 1,300
construction jobs a year is highly significant. Additionally, 2.3 million square feet of
commercial space, 250,000 square feet of retail space, schools and a 300-room hotel
are undisputedly jobs-rich.
Las Lomas will create 9,000 new direct and 22,000 indirect jobs. The project
will create annual wages in excess of $1.3 billion.
Considering that the final Las Lomas community will be determined with full
community input and at no costs to the taxpayer, it is time to get the facts on the table
and the fiscal benefits into the City.
For other information on Las Lomas, visit www.LasLomas.com.

Another Clinton in White House?

CSUN Prefers Obama, But Sees Hillary Winning
By Christina Toroyan, Valley Voice Contributor

A

nd the votes are in, according to CSUN students and faculty. For the past two
weeks, I’ve been asking fellow students and professors who their votes would
go to in the upcoming November presidential election, as well as who they
predicted would win the election. Here are the results:

PREDICTIONS
Hillary Clinton = 50%
Barack Obama = 25%
Mike Huckabee = 0%
John McCain = 25%
Ron Paul = 0%

I’ll vote for McCain,” said one student, which is often the answer I received from
Republican voters.
With the presidential election still nine months away, we can only wait and see if
what CSUN students and faculty predicted will come true.

VOTES
Hillary Clinton = 40%
Barack Obama = 50%
Mike Huckabee = 2%
John McCain = 8%
Ron Paul = 0%

Many of the people who I asked were still uncertain who to vote for. Others knew
exactly who they wanted - Barack Obama. Although Hillary Clinton seemed to be the
top choice as a prediction, especially after she won the California primary, Obama was
the overall “winner” as far as votes go, which proves that our young generation is ready
for this “hope” we keep hearing. Those who did vote for Obama, however, did not think
that he had the opportunity to win the election. The percentage of numbers remained
consistent even after Obama won the Potomac state primary elections.
As is evident from the results, the majority of students and faculty “voted” for
either Clinton or Obama. When it came down to choosing who to pick for those voting
as a Republican, the main response was not “for” McCain or Huckabee, but rather a
“must.”
“I would have voted for Rudy Giuliani, but now that he’s out of the race, I guess
March, 2008
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School Beef Now
In Largest Recall

T

M

LAUSD Payroll Mess –
Lawsuits to Follow?

ost of the problems at the center of the LAUSD's payroll fiasco have been resolved after nearly a year
of efforts, and lawsuits against at least one of the district's consultants on the new payroll system may
follow, it was reported recently.
The system was star-crossed from the start. In the weeks leading up to its launch, Los Angeles Unified
School District officials had plenty of warning that the $95 million technology project would have serious
problems, according to the Los Angeles Times.
Critical hardware had failed numerous times. Flawed data collected over decades proved difficult to clean
up and input into the new system. Payroll clerks complained that training had fallen far short, with more than
60 schools without a single staff member who'd received any training, according to The Times.
A review of documents and interviews with current and former officials shed light on fundamental problems
that plagued the district and prevented it from solving the fiasco faster, The Times reported.
Dysfunctional management and internal power struggles allowed the project to go forward with no one
fully in charge, according to the newspaper. And years of shoddy record-keeping and complex union contracts
made answering basic questions -- including how much people should be paid and what jobs they worked -almost impossible, The Times reported.
“We were not ready to go live with this system, but we didn't have the internal expertise to know that,”
Superintendent David L. Brewer told The Times.
In the end, the cost of repairs and delays is expected to top $35 million, according to The Times.
The district had paid two law firms more than $700,000 to prepare for a possible lawsuit against Deloitte
Consulting - an arm of the international firm Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu - which was retained under a $55
million contract to tailor software provided by the German company SAP, The Times reported.
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he beef recall that started in Los Angeles
school cafeterias expanded into the largest
meat recall in the history of the United
States.
Federal authorities announced on Feb. 17 a
recall of 143 million pounds of raw and frozen
beef from the Inland Empire slaughterhouse
where two ex-employees face felony animal
cruelty charges.
The slaughter of “non-ambulatory, disabled
cattle” at the Hallmark/Westland Meat Packing
Company in Chino means the meat products are
unfit for human food, said Dick Raymond, USDA
undersecretary for food safety.
The company, which is the target of an
ongoing investigation, is conducting the recall,
USDA officials said.
The recall extends to meat products back to
Feb. 1, 2006, Raymond said.
The San Bernardino County district attorney
filed felony animal cruelty charges against two
employees who were fired by Hallmark/Westland.
The company has been suspended by the Food
Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) and is not
operating at this time, USDA officials said.
The USDA “has evidence that Hallmark/
Westland did not consistently contact the FSIS
public health veterinarian in situations in which
cattle became non-ambulatory after passing antemortem inspection,” which is not compliant with
regulations, Secretary of Agriculture Ed Schafer
said.
“Because the cattle did not receive complete
and proper inspection FSIS has determined them
to be unfit for human food,” Schafer said.
USDA officials in Washington stressed
that the “downer cattle” that prompted the beef
recall likely were too old to have eaten any of
the cattle feed ordered off the market in 1998,
when concerns first surfaced that a brain disease
could be spread to humans from beef cattle that
had been fed material contaminated with a virus.

Chatsworth Park South
- Temporary Closure

T

he City of Los Angeles Department of
Recreation and Parks closed Chatsworth
Park South (22360 Devonshire Street,
Chatsworth) to test levels of lead at the site.
According to Jon Kirk Mukri, General
Manager, a recent test by the California
Environmental Protection Agency’s Department
of Toxics Substances Control (DTSC) found
what they believed to be lead or lead alloy in
some of the areas within the park. “We care
about the safety and the health of our patrons”
Mukri said, “ and the Department has hired an
environmental consultant to begin a testing
program immediately.”
Chatsworth Park South facilities
include a recreation center, children’s play area
and tennis courts. There are also equestrian
and hiking trails as well as a jogging path. The
programs at the park include sports for both
boys and girls, classes in creative arts, dance and
music plus a pre-school program.
Parents who take their children to
day care or who have children enrolled in park
programs as well as other park patrons should call
818-756-8060 for information on alternate sites.

F

First Fed Opens
Chatsworth Unit

irst Federal Bank of California, the fourth
largest Los Angeles-based financial
institution announced the opening of its
newest banking office in Chatsworth, located
at 20505 Devonshire Blvd., at Mason. This
First Fed branch is full-service, providing a full
range of both consumer and commercial banking
products and services.
With over twenty-five years of banking
experience, Phyllis M. Barber, Branch Manager,
heads the Chatsworth branch team. As a local
Chatsworth resident with long- standing ties to
the community (e.g. Chamber of Commerce,
BID and Depot Foundation), Phyllis is thrilled
to put her expertise and experience to work in
the community that means so much to her.
Page 4

magine yourself above the hustle and bustle of the daily grind—picture breathtaking views, take-in
the crisp, fresh air and admire the vast expanses of untouched natural beauty. Now open your eyes
and meet Las Brisas at Porter Ranch. Offering a dream lifestyle for real homebuyers, Las Brisas is
a piece of heaven on earth. Luxurious, two-story townhomes offer convenience and elegance within a
guard-gated community—you’re not dreaming, this is Las Brisas.
Located in the exclusive, guard-gated community of Aldea in Porter Ranch, Las Brisas enjoys the
privacy and peaceful atmosphere that so many of today’s homebuyers are searching for. Nestled within
the foothills overlooking the San Fernando Valley, this remarkable neighborhood is inviting you to join
in a new kind of luxury lifestyle for an incredible price. With presales beginning in April and the opening
scheduled for June, prospective buyers are encouraged to visit the Porter Ranch Welcome Center today to
prequalify and to get a closer look at this exceptional neighborhood.
Measuring up to 1,641 square feet with as many as three bedrooms and two or three and one-half
baths, Las Brisas’ five unique floor plans offer spacious master retreats, great rooms and a uniquely lavish
way of life. Enjoy the convenience of low-maintenance living paired with extravagant amenities, a remarkable
community atmosphere and the exclusivity that only comes with a Porter Ranch address.
The Porter Ranch Welcome Center is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and located off the 118 freeway at the corner of
Porter Ranch Drive and Rinaldi. Please call 818-773-8987 for more information.
Families continue to move to Porter Ranch to luxuriate in the community’s matchless quality of life. The residential opportunities offered
at Las Brisas are unrivaled in today’s marketplace with regard to workmanship, design and the comfort found inside. A community that boasts
both private and public recreation facilities and a flourishing Town Center, here you can enjoy the best of the Southern California lifestyle.
Plus, Porter Ranch’s location puts you just minutes away from the finest shopping, restaurants and top-ranked educational and cultural centers.
Residents also enjoy the tranquility provided by large nature areas and a new 14-acre public park that surround the Porter Ranch master-plan community.
Built by S&S Construction, a division of Shapell Industries, and Liberty Building Company, Porter Ranch also promises the quality and comfort that come
with over fifty years of superior homebuilding.
Don’t wait another minute, visit www.Shapell.com to get pre-qualified and discover the incredible new life that awaits in Las Brisas at Porter Ranch!

C

L.A. County

Countrywide Offers
Homeowner Help

More Can Afford First Time Home

ountrywide Financial Corp., the Calabasas-based mortgage-lending giant, will
team with a community organization to aid subprime borrowers who have fallen
behind on their home mortgage payments.
“Countrywide and ACORN share the belief that no subprime borrower who has
demonstrated the ability and willingness to make payments should face foreclosure,”
said Maude Hurd, national president of the Association of Community Organizations
for Reform Now.
The program applies to borrowers with “all types of subprime loans,” according
to Countrywide, not just those with the hybrid adjustable rate mortgages - or ARMs which initially carry low rates that are reset at higher terms after a few years.
“For delinquent subprime fixed-rate and ARM borrowers who want to stay in
their homes, ACORN counselors and Countrywide (staff) will ... provide affordable
home retention options that include short-term repayment plans or loan modifications
in line with identified affordability standards,” according to a joint statement.
Options under the plan include an interest rate freeze or rollback to the pre-reset
rate, and, “under certain circumstances, an interest rate reduction,” according to the
statement.
Borrowers with strong payment records who face “difficulty with higher payments
as the result of interest rate resets” may be given the option to refinance to a prime loan
or be eligible for a five-year extension of the rate prior to the reset.
In January, Countywide - the nation's largest mortgage lender - reported an uptick
in foreclosures and delinquencies.
Delinquencies rose to 6.96 percent of its roughly 9 million mortgage loans, up
from 4.60 in December 2006. Foreclosures were up 1.44 percent, up from 0.70 percent
the previous year.
Also in January, Bank of America Corp. announced it was buying Countrywide
Financial Corp. in an all-stock deal worth about $4 billion.
Countrywide customers may get further information on the program by calling
the company's Home Retention Division at (800) 669-6650.

T

he percentage of first-time buyers able to pay for a median-priced home in Los
Angeles County rose slightly in the fourth quarter of 2007, according to figures.
About 27 percent of county households could afford a median-priced home
in the fourth quarter, up from 20 percent during the third quarter and up from 19 percent
the same period a year ago, according to the California Association of Realtors' Housing
Affordability Index.
The minimum household income first-time buyers needed to qualify to purchase
a median-priced home at $433,200 in the Los Angeles area was $86, 700, according to
CAR.
The percentage of households that could afford to buy an entry-level home
statewide stood at 33 percent in the fourth quarter of 2007, up from 24 percent in the
previous quarter and 25 percent in the same period a year ago.
The minimum household income needed to purchase an entry-level home at
$411,170 in California in the fourth quarter of 2007 was $82,200, based on an adjustable
interest rate of 6.21 percent and assuming a 10 percent down payment, according to
CAR.
At 54 percent, the High Desert region was the most affordable in the state, followed
by the Sacramento region at 53 percent, according to CAR.
Monterey was the least affordable region in the state at 20 percent, followed by
Santa Barbara at 21 percent, according to CAR
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"Teaching is not a lost art, but the regard for it is a lost tradition." Jacques Barzun

Dear Teacher

Editor’s Note:
“Dear Teacher” is finally a way for
students, parents, and teachers to express
their concerns, ask questions, and seek
problem resolution regarding issues facing us
in the educational arena.
E-mail or snail mail “Dear Teacher” and
all correspondence will be answered. Some
will actually be published in this newspaper.
“Dear Teacher is looking forward to
hearing from you.
dearteacher@verizon.net
or
Dear Teacher
P.O. Box 7011
Mission Hills, CA 91346-7011

Worthwhile Web – www.edhelper.

A Listening Ear; A Listening Heart
By Sandy Ojeda, Valley Voice Education Editor
Dear Teacher,
It is so loud at snacktime
and lunchtime. I wonder what
to do. −G. 1st Grade
Dear G.,
I’ve had other children and some adults ask me the same
thing. I can understand, because it isn’t pleasant to eat or try to
relax when it is so noisy. Try discussing this with your teacher,
the lunch aides, and possibly the principal. Together, I’m sure
you can come up with ideas on how to make it quieter.
Dear Teacher,
I’m in 3rd grade, and I’m trying to learn my times tables.
Why do I have to? – M.D. 3rd Grade
Dear M.D.
Knowing your multiplication tables will help you in other
levels of mathematics. When you start working with division
and fraction problems, you’ll realize just how important those
tables are.

Dear Mrs. C.,
If your son had a thorough understanding of the math
concept being presented, he wouldn’t have trouble doing his
homework. You need to speak with his math teacher about
getting him some help.
Dear Teacher,
I teach 5th grade, and my friend wants us to team teach
next year. I’m quite strict in class, but he’s the total opposite.
Will it work? −L.G.
Dear L.G.,
In order to have an effective team teaching experience,
the teachers involved need not be exactly the same, but it works
better if both have similar expectations regarding classroom
behavior.

Daddy to the Rescue

Valley

By Cynthia Peterson, Valley Voice Contributor

Y
Mom

Dear Teacher,
My son, a 6th grader, always has trouble doing his math
homework. What can I do? −Mrs. C.

ears ago when my family lived in Bishop when I was a teen, I
began considering career choices for myself. Nursing was one
possibility. Knowing close to nothing about its implications I became
a “candy striper” for the local area hospital.
I didn’t take me long to figure out that nursing was not the profession
for me. The sight, smell, heck even the THOUGHT of another human
beings body fluids grossed me out. So much so that I nearly unveiled
some body fluids of my own to go along with theirs! No sense letting
my patients have all the fun. “Nope,” I thought, forget nursing. I’ll be a
MOMMY. Little did I know then that there is little difference between
the nursing profession and being a parent; especially in the body fluids
department.
Diapers I can handle, even the really disgusting ones. It’s the
unexpected eruptions and unexplained occurrences that freak me out.
This is precisely what happened this weekend. When you increase the
size of your family from 4 to 7 the likelihood of unexpected eruptions and

unexplained occurrences increase exponentially.
I won’t go into detail, lest you feel the same as I regarding
body functions and fluids. Suffice to say that Bella’s head was
spinning ala Linda Blair all day Saturday and Seannie had a nose
bleed that sent me into hysterics. This is where Daddy shines. I’m
VERY good at the day to day operation of the home and routine.
Throw in a head spinning vomit monkey or a gusher of a nose bleed
and I run screaming out the door.
Without Daddy here to control the scene we would have
escalated to National Emergency status in no time.
Ah well can’t be good at everything.
Cynthia is the sleep deprived mother of five wonderful
children and harried housewife to one hot husband. You can find
her on any given day living, loving and laughing with her family
in Granada Hills. You can contact Cynthia, your "Valley Mom" via
her website at http://cynthiapetersoncommunications.com

Reiter-Wrong? (Continued from page 2)

++

==

DISCOUNTS.
See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®
statefarm.com®

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

March, 2008

HEALTH CARE CHANGES COMING – Whether you favor a national health
care program or not, the insurers themselves are moving us closer to a resolution. You’ve
read it all – patients being dropped because they’re too sick, premiums constantly rising,
and benefits to subscribers, doctors and hospitals declining.
It was recently reported that Blue Cross tried to get doctors to act as informants
on patients, asking for confidential records. What were they thinking?
Finally, Los Angeles has stepped up to the plate, suing Health Net of Woodland
Hills, claiming they engaged in a secret and illegal scheme to drop patients if they needed
expensive medical treatment.
The lawsuit accuses Health Net of “unlawful, unfair and fraudulent acts,” by
designing a confusing and ambiguous application to maximize the possibility that
policyholders will make errors or omissions the company can later use to rescind
coverage.
Congress, the time has come!
(As we went to press, it was announced that a breast cancer survivor who sued
Health Net for canceling her coverage while she being treated for the disease in 2003
will receive more than $9 million from the company.
Patsy Bates, a 51-year-old Los Angeles hairdresser, sued Health Net in September
2004. She said she was left with more than $129,000 in unpaid medical bills after the
company rescinded her medical coverage during her cancer treatments.)
FOOL ME ONCE – NEVER TWICE! Businessweek Magazine asks if AARP
offers their members “good deals?” They conclude that many of their retirement, financial
and health products are not as competitive with others. The magazine reports in its Feb.
25 issue that the group takes in some $400 million a year in royalties from the sale of
these products in conjunction with other companies.
Just because it’s AARP doesn’t make it the most attractive. Like all financial and
health products – shop around!

Ronald G Rauschenberger, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0606425
11157 Tampa Avenue
Northridge, CA 91326-2254
Bus: 818-360-3534

P057015 9/05

When they get in trouble, the Fed steps in to continue the liquidity necessary, and
keep the banks afloat. This is fine - but it’s your money, and mine! Yes, the taxpayer bails
out the banks – and we get a big kick in the ….pocket! Have we learned anything from
the Savings and Loan fiasco? Banks speculated on real estate, and lost, knowing we were
there to bail them out. Finally, how does one get in the business of paying one-half of
one percent interest on savings accounts, and then charge the same and other customers
32%?
Congress, where art thou?

WHERE’S THE FDA? I find it scary that abuses at a California slaughterhouse
were not discovered by a government agency – but by the Humane Society of the United
States. Beef from downer cattle was being sent to our schools, but where were our
government agricultural people? Now we also learn that only about 1% of imported beef
is inspected. Add to that the recent scares with salmon, sushi, pet food, toothpaste, and
other fish.
Conservatives have long championed for less government interference in this
area. What do YOU think?
CHUTZPAH! Now that the city got its telephone users tax approved, the L.A.
Department of Water and Power wants to raise electric rates by 9% over three years, and
water rates by 6% over two years.
It’s time to tell the City Council what you think!
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Pastor Dudley
Shepherd of the Hills

T

his month, we sat down with Dudley
Rutherford, to take a deeper look into the
man behind the 10,000-member Shepherd
of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch:
Valley Voice: Why did you become a pastor?
Dudley Rutherford: I’m a third generation pastor.
My grandfather was a pastor, and my father was a
pastor. When I was in the ninth grade and in church one
Sunday night—not listening
to the sermon at all—I
just had this presence,
this feeling, come over
me during the invitation.
[The “invitation” is the
time during a church
service when people are
invited to come forward
to show they are choosing
to believe in Jesus Christ
and become a Christian.]
I believe it was a call
of God upon my life to
become a minister. You
really don’t know much
in the ninth grade, but in
the ninth grade, I knew it
was what God called me
to do. He wanted me to be a preacher. He wanted me to
be a pastor of a church.
Valley Voice: Describe a typical day in the life of
a senior pastor of a 10,000-member church.
Dudley Rutherford: I would say there is no
typical day. Every day is a different day. Every day
presents itself with a different set of challenges. I know
that every day I try to spend some time in the Bible,
the word of God, and in prayer, just to keep my spirit
strong. I spend a lot of time in preparation for sermons
and messages for the weekend. I have an incredible
staff that takes care of the day-to-day details of the

The 10,000 – Member
Local Church:
Scriptures, Preaching,
Great Music

organization of a church this size. So I try
to spend my time thinking about the big
picture for our church—where we’ve come
from and where we’re going, and what we
need to do next. Every day is filled with
the pressure of meeting the needs of so
many people. It starts pretty much from the
moment I get up in the morning, to the time
I go to bed at night. I’m kind of an early
riser. I’m usually out of the door before
6:30 most mornings, and I don’t get home
until eight or nine o’clock at night.

special events like our Easter service, Passion Play, and
our Fourth of July Fireworks Spectacular, that draw
people to the church. Also, our people spend a lot of time
inviting their friends and neighbors to church. I believe
another reason why God has blessed us is that last year
we gave over one million dollars to worldwide missions.
Whenever a church is outwardly focused and willing to
give portions of their income to missions, I think God
blesses a church like that.

Valley Voice: Why do you think
Shepherd of the Hills has been so successful with regard
to its membership, size, impact in the community, etc.?

Dudley Rutherford: I have always felt and believed
that the church where I pastored would be a large

Dudley Rutherford: I believe God has blessed
our church for several reasons. One, is we are true
to the Scriptures. Every day and every weekend,
we are trying our best to preach the word of God in
an uncompromising manner. I also believe that we
have incredible music. So when you put biblical and
relevant preaching together with great music, people
enjoy coming to our church. I think we do a lot of
things well. Our school, Hillcrest Christian School,
helps a lot, as well as our preschool, Little Shepherd’s
Learning Center. I think we advertise well. We have

Valley Voice: Did you ever think your vision for the
church would be realized?

church. I was at an Oklahoma football game back
in the late 70’s, and some 70,000 people were sitting
in the stands, cheering on the Oklahoma Sooners. I
thought to myself, “If this many people will go to a
football game, why can’t we get that many to go to
church?” So ever since I was in college, I always
dreamed of leading a large church. And, yes, I
always felt like it would be realized. I always felt
like that dream would happen. It has happened; the
Lord has certainly blessed us in many ways.
*Interview to be continued in next month’s issue.

SIERRACANYONSCHOOL
From Early Kindergarten to 12th grade, Sierra Canyon is an
academically excellent, college preparatory school committed
to an empowering environment in which students realize their
greatest intellectual, creative, ethical, and physical promise.
We are defined by an energized, attentive, and diverse studentteacher culture.
-

Small class size
Individualized attention
Integrated curriculum
Experienced teachers

Our new state-of-the-art 7th – 12th Grade campus will open
this spring. Visit www.sierracanyonschool.org to see a slide show
of our academic village:
-

Now seeking applicants for the 2008-2009 school year.

Please Contact Us to Arrange a Visit:
Steve Burnett
(818) 709-8174, ext. 168
11052 Independence Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311

March. 2008

-

Library and Technology Center
Dedicated Science Wing
Multiple visual arts classrooms for painting, sculpture,
photography, etc
Media Center for digital filmmaking, editing and
animation
Student Center as a central hub for congregating,
studying and socializing
Dance Studio and Black-box theater
Spacious classrooms with projection equipment and
wireless accessibility
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DID YOU KNOW?
Report Illegal Dumping and You
Could Receive a $1,000 Reward!

Rates, Perks Up at DWP Free Tax Preparation
Services for Seniors
t least 117 managers and supervisors working for the

A

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power have
take-home cars at a time that the city's budget is
hemorrhaging and utility rates are going up.
Any employee earning more than $100,000 per year at
DWP is also assigned a take-home car, as well as an additional
250 other workers, reported the Los Angeles Daily News. The

Any employee earning more than
$100,000 per year at DWP is also
assigned a take-home car

I

llegal dumping harms the environment and defaces our
neighborhoods. You can help stop illegal dumping. Call 31-1 and report illegal dumping if you see it. If your tip leads
to an arrest and conviction, you could receive a $1,000 from the
City. To report illegal dumping or for more information, call
3-1-1.
Do You Need to Dispose of Bulky Items? Call 3-1-1. The
Bureau of Sanitation will pick up large items such as mattresses,
couches and other furniture.

E

Valley Census

ven though the San Fernando Valley is part of Los
Angeles, the U.S. Census Bureau will continue to
consider it a separate area, allowing the federal
government to collect data on its 1.8 million residents, a local
congressman announced.
Last year, officials with the Census Bureau said they
wanted to eliminate the nationwide category under which the
Valley was granted its federal statistical status in 2005.
By keeping the Valley a separate entity for statistical
purposes, “the Census Bureau made the correct decision,”
said Rep. Brad Sherman, D-Sherman Oaks.
“Continuing the compilation of census data for the
San Fernando Valley will help community organizations,
businesses and government leaders make better informed
decisions affecting the Valley's future,” he said.
Los Angeles City Councilwoman Wendy Greuel, who
represents parts of the Valley, said the census data allows
lawmakers to use tax dollars more effectively.
“Using the figures, we have been able to better
understand the social and economic conditions of the region,”
Greuel said.
“This gives us a specific picture of how Valley needs
differ from the needs of other Los Angeles neighborhoods.
Census information indicates where to strategically locate
transit lines, how to identify poverty and analyze growth in
the region. The hard data helps us lobby for funds from the
state and federal governments to address these vital issues.”
The chairman of the Valley Industry and Commerce
Association applauded the decision.
“We have worked many years to gain recognition for
the 1.8 million residents of the San Fernando Valley,” said
Bob Scott. “It gives us the information we need to deal
with pressing issues of transportation, housing, education,
healthcare and jobs.”

municipal utility also pays for gas and maintenance on the
cars, which may be used for daily commutes to work.
Four percent of the DWP workforce gets the perk,
although many of those vehicles are assigned to persons on
24-hour call for emergency response.
And news of the DWP car policy comes at a time
that Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa is seeking to
drastically curtail such assignments within the city itself,
including the surrender of 27 city cars assigned to members
of the mayor's staff. DWP is an independent city department.
New DWP general manager H. David Nahai said the
take-home vehicle policy is being audited as part of an effort
to identify and eliminate possible waste.

Don’t Let April 15
Pass You By

Council District 12 Field Office
19817 Nordhoff St., Suite 18
Northridge
Please note: All appointments and inquiries for this
location are made through Wilkinson Senior Center only, at
(818) 756-7741.
Wilkinson Senior Center
Appointments: (818) 756-7741.
8956 Vanalden St.
Northridge

By Ron Rauschenberger, Agent Lic. # 0606425
State Farm® Agent

A

pril 15 has long been considered a date to avoid.
Visions of tax men coming for your money are
common in many advertisements on television
and in print.
Wouldn’t it be nice if you could do something to
lower your federal income tax burden instead of mailing
a big check on April 15? With a traditional Individual
Retirement Arrangement (IRA), you may be able to do
just that.
A contribution of the 2007 maximum of $4,000
prior to April 15, 2008 could reduce your taxable
income, making your federal tax burden less for the
year. If you were 50 or older by the end of 2007, you
can add a $1000 catch-up contribution to potentially

Wouldn’t it be nice if you could do
something to lower your federal
income tax burden instead of mailing
a big check on April 15?
reduce the tax burden even more.
If you already have a traditional IRA, plan to
make a contribution prior to the April 15 deadline. If
not, talk to a financial professional as soon as possible
to start one.
There are restrictions governing who may contribute
to a traditional IRA. If you don’t qualify, consider a Roth
IRA. You won’t get the federal tax advantages now, but
qualified withdrawals can be made free of federal income
tax during your retirement years.
Either way, having a plan for retirement is
important. You owe it to yourself to make the best plan
as soon as possible.

Porter Ranch Pharmacy
Free Delivery

“Tax Counseling for the Elderly,” a joint effort by AARP
and the IRS, offers free tax preparation and electronic filing
services for low and middle-income seniors.
The free sessions are available by appointment starting
this week through April 11. The sessions are held in the
Council District 12 Field Office in Northridge, at Wilkinson
Senior Center in Northridge, One Generation in Reseda, and
New Horizons in North Hills.

818-360-1915

One Generation
Appointments: (818) 705-2345
18255 Victory Blvd.
Reseda
New Horizons   
Appointments: (818) 894-9301
15725 Parthenia St.
North Hills
Contributed by Councilman Greig Smith.

At 4 Months
Dogs, Cats Here
Face Sterilization

M

ost dogs and cats in the San Fernando Valley and city
of Los Angeles will have to be spayed or neutered by
the time they are four months old under an ordinance
that received final approval from the Los Angeles City Council.
The ordinance is intended to reduce the number of animals
in the city's shelters and the number that are euthanized, which
costs the city about $2 million a year.
City Councilman Bill Rosendahl was the only member to
oppose the ordinance. During last month’s debate, he said that at
four months, dogs are too immature to be fixed.
Animal Services General Manager Ed Boks estimated that
it will cost $380,000 to $400,000 to implement the ordinance.
Owners who do not comply with the law will receive
information on subsidized sterilization services. If their pets are
not fixed within 60 days, owners could face a $100 fine or eight
hours of community service. A third offense could result in a
$500 fine or 40 hours of community service.
The ordinance exempts animals who have competed
in shows or sporting competitions; dogs in the process of
earning agility, carting, herding, protection, rally, hunting,
working or other titles; guide, signal or service dogs; dogs that
are used by law enforcement agencies; and animals for which
there are valid breeding permits.
Two years ago the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors implemented a similar ordinance requiring most dogs
in unincorporated areas to be neutered by four months of age.

25% off
Soaps, Lotions &
Candles with this
coupon
11167 Tampa Ave
Porter Ranch, CA 91326
Tampa & Rinaldi (next to Facey)
www.PorterRanchPharmacy.com

March, 2008
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LOCAL Events
Passion Play

S

hepherd of the Hills Church, Porter Ranch, will present
its annual Passion Play, starting Thursday, March 13 to
Saturday, March 22.
Regular changes to the script, production, cast and
set make each year’s performance a unique one.
Please call the ticket office at 818-831-7880, or go to
www.thepassionplay.org, for more information and ticket
pricing.
Interpretation for the hearing impaired, and Spanish,
will be available.
The Church is located at 19700 Rinaldi Street.

FREE Egg Hunt

T

he Department of Recreation and Parks is sponsoring a
free Egg Hunt, Saturday, March 15, 10 a.m. to noon at
O'Melveny Park, 17300 Sesnon Blvd., Granada Hills.
Children are grouped based on ages: 5 and under;
6-8; and 9-12.
Photos with bunny, moon bounce, and face painting
available for a small fee.
Refreshments and food will be available for
purchase.
For more information, please call 818-363-3556

Nut Hunt

T

he Spring Nut Hunt will be held Saturday, March 22,
12 to 2 p.m. at the Northridge Recreation Center.
Featured will be a free-moon bounce, face
painting, cookie decorating, crafts, contests. Every child
receives a bag of candy. Hunt begins at 1pm, bring your
own basket.

Purim Carnival

T

he annual Temple Ahavat Shalom Purim Carnival will
be held on Sunday, March 9, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 18200
Rinaldi Place, Northridge.
The entire family will enjoy games, rides and booths
– and great food – Hamentachen, burgers, Chinese chicken
salad, bakery items, pizza, and more.
Call the Temple at 818-360-2258 for more nformation.

A

Chabad Features
A Mexican Purim

Fiesta is set for Thursday, March 20, 6:15 p.m., at
Chabad of Chatsworth, 20735 Devonshire Street.
Fun for the entire family includes entertainment,
Mexican buffet, raffle, masquerade contest, arts and crafts,
and meguilah reading.
The event is free! Phone 818-718-0777, or go to
www.chabadchatsworth.com for more information.

Girl Scouts

T

he Girl Scouts are having a non-denominational celebration
of Girl Scout Sunday at First Presbyterian Church of
Granada Hills/Northridge on March 2 at 9am.
For more information, please leave a message at the
church (818) 360-1831.

P

Disaster Preparedness

repare BEFORE Disaster Strikes: Firefighter Jeff
Hudson from the LAFD Disaster Preparedness
Program explains how to stay safe. Wed., March 12,
6-7 p.m. at Porter Ranch Library, 11371 Tampa Ave.
The program is free, but registration is required.
Call the library at (818) 360-5706 to reserve your place.

T

Education Events

uesday, March 18th, at 6:00 pm, Northridge Branch
9051 Darby Avenue, Northridge, 818-886-3640
IMPROVE YOUR STUDY SKILLS - This seminar
session will not only give guidelines to improve
your study habits, but will also feature a practice
study session so that you can perfect your skills. (all students)

T

uesday, April 8 at 4:00 pm, Platt Branch
23600 Victory Blvd., Woodland Hills, 818-340-9386
COMMON COLLEGE ADMISSION MYTHS - Learn about
common college admissions myths and get answers to your
admissions questions. (sophomores, juniors, parents)

S

unday, April 27 at 10:00 am to 2:30 pm Mid-Valley Regional
Branch, 1644 Nordhoff Street, North Hills, 818-895-3650
SAT PRACTICE TEST (NOTE: this is on a Sunday so more
students can attend) Princeton Review will administer the
full-length test with a follow-up session (to be announced) to
receive scores, interpretation and analysis. (juniors)

S

unday, April 27 at 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm Mid-Valley
Regional Branch, 1644 Nordhoff Street, North
Hills, 818-895-3650 SAT PRACTICE TEST (NOTE:
this is on a Sunday so more students can attend)
Princeton Review will administer the full-length test with
a follow-up session (to be announced) to receive scores,
interpretation and analysis. (juniors)
All programs are free. Remember to contact the hosting
library to sign-up for each event.
For further information go to http://www.lapl.org/ya/
events/studentsmart/programs.html

A

Taize Service

Taize Service will be held at Northridge United Methodist
Church on Sunday, March 30 at 6.30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
Come and share in our service of prayer in song, word and
silence. Childcare is provided.
NUMC is located at 9650 Reseda Blvd. at Superior in
Northridge.
For more information, call: 818-886-1555

B

Bahay Kubo Center

ahay Kubo is scheduled to begin its classes for 2008 and
with March 8 as the first day of classes for the various
programs. Learn Filipino classes for children and adults
and the Filipino cooking classes, Kusina Culinary Arts.
Filipino Martial Arts has been ongoing throughout the year,
with Jedokan martial arts instruction techniques which has
roots in the arnis/eskrima style being taught.
Please visit the Bahay Kubo Center website at www.
bahay-kubo.org for more information or call (818) 832-1941
to register.

T

PREPAREDNESS With
CERT!  FREE!

he Northridge West Neighborhood Council is sponsoring
a free class for emergency training to be held over three
Saturdays on March 1, 8 and 15 in the auditorium at
Beckford Elementary, 19130 Tulsa Street in Northridge.
CERT is a positive and realistic approach to emergency
and disaster situations where citizens may initially be on their
own and their actions can make a difference. This valuable
course is designed to help you protect yourself, your family,
your neighbors and your neighborhood in an emergency
situation.
Contact Tom Johnson to register at 818-599-3435.
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Letters to the Editor

Please keep them brief and include your
name, address and daytime phone. We
reserve the right to edit all submissions.

Guest Articles & Opinions

Temple Ahavat Shalom Early Childhood Education Center, Northridge,
is holding their annual Intergenerational Art program.
Children that are in the Pre-K and Transitional Kindergarten classes at the
school, participate as part of their school experience. Children and their
grandparent, or a surrogate volunteer grandparent, attend once a week for the six
week program.
Each week, they study a different famous Jewish artist.  Together they learn the
history of the artist and do a project in that style. Marc Chagall, Amedeo Modigliani,
Louise Nevelson, Yakov Agam, George Segal and Rembrandt are the artists being
studied this year.
The class will begin with a project making pseudo stain glass ala Chagall.
Esther Brombart, an artist in her own right and a teacher at the school, is the facilitator
for this program, according to Debi Chesler, Director, Early Childhood Education Center.
March, 2008
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Why We Worship on Sundays
By Pastor Eugene Curry

A

s Easter approaches we are reminded of one of those little facts that so often
go unnoticed: Christians tend to worship on Sundays. But why this day and
not Saturday, the Sabbath indicated in the Old Testament?
Well, Christians believe that the Law of Moses was a good but temporary
thing, something of a symbolic education for those who followed it. But when
Christ appeared, He brought the Law to its proper conclusion: all the symbols and
ideas which the Law conveyed found their consummation in the person and work
of Jesus. As St. Paul wrote, “No one is to act as your judge in regard to food or
drink or in respect to a new moon or a festival or a Sabbath day—things which are
a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ” (Colossians
2:16-17).
As such, with the coming of Jesus, the specific ritual strictures of the Law no
longer had authority over Christians: if a man so desired he could eat pork, forego
circumcision, and even exert himself on Saturday. In fact, the Bible has some rather
harsh words for Christians who felt religiously obligated to obey the Law. (Galatians
3:10; 4:10-11) And as a result of this newfound freedom, Christians understood that
the necessity of Sabbath observance had been abridged and thus the honor given to
Saturday both as a day of rest and devotion faded within the Church.
Very early on, in place of the Sabbath, Christians began to gather on Sunday to

commemorate that first Easter Sunday on which Jesus rose from death to new life.
Paul spoke to a body of believers on Sunday (Acts 20:7) and later urged another
church to gather money for missions work on the first day of the week (again,
Sunday), presumably within the context of a worship service (1 Corinthians 16:2).
This policy of meeting on Sunday in honor of Jesus’ resurrection continued
beyond the Apostles, being found in the extra-biblical writings of early Christians.
Ignatius of Antioch wrote a letter around AD 100 which stated, “those who were
brought up in the ancient order of things have come to the possession of a new hope,
no longer observing the Sabbath, but living in the observance of the Lord’s Day, on
which also our life has sprung up again by Him” (to the Magnesians, Chapter 9).
This same idea is also found in a document entitled the Epistle of Barnabas (again,
circa AD 100) which declares, “we Christians keep the eighth day for joy, on which
also Jesus arose from the dead” (15:9). The “eighth day” here is no doubt the day
after the seventh (Saturday) which would make it the first (Sunday).
That’s it; no devious plan of some half-converted emperor, no diabolical
scheme to separate the Church from God’s will, just faithful Christians choosing to
remember Jesus’ triumph over death week after week. So the next time you enter a
church on Sunday, smile, for Jesus is risen!
Pastor Eugene Curry is the Senior Pastor of Faith Baptist Church of Granada Hills.

Our Man in Bangkok

Thai ghosts
By Herb Pastor, Valley Voice Contributor

M

y pal Gene is a likable, retired Aussie with a heart of gold and an understanding
heart. He lives in Pattaya with his new Thai wife Da.
After some urging from his wife Da, my mate bought a lovely three bedroom
home in a newly developed suburban section of town. He and Da had spent months
searching for just the perfect house to spend the rest of their lives. This was a major
financial decision for Gene and he needed to make sure that Da would be comfortable.
After all, Da had never lived in a “real” home. She is from the upper regions of Thailand
and was raised on a small rice farm with a lean-to for shelter.
Once she moved to Pattaya, Da lived in various small rooms with a hole in the
floor for a toilet. Regardless of the social and economic differences, Gene and Da fell in
love which prompted them to get married and buy the house. With Da's approval, Gene
plunked down a major portion of his life savings; eight million baht (about $240,000
US) and three weeks ago they moved in.
The first night they spend together in their new home, Da wakes up Gene and says
“I no like house. It has ghost. Bad ghost. No can live here.” Gene, thinks he's dreaming
but Da tells him that she is frightened and is moving out. Gene is beside himself. He had
made certain that Da liked-actually loved the house before he spent so much of his hard
earned savings. And now, without any regard for the financial aspect or her purported
love for her husband; Da is packing up and returning to her little rented room.
Well, Gene comes up with this bright idea. He says. “My love, let's go see the
monk at the temple and ask him what to do.” She buys it and they motorbike down the

street to the Buddhist Wat for advice from
the chief monk.
The monk listens to Da's story about
the scary ghost
which lives in their house and hears Gene's
woeful
tale
about his spending a great portion of his
savings to make
Da happy with a new home only to learn that,
after only one
night, his wife is moving out. The elderly
chief monk tells
them to go to a hotel for the night and return
the next morning
for instructions.
Early the next day, Gene and Da visit
with the wise
monk who tells Da that the ghost lives in
a white pole
capped with a red top and located on their
block. He says
that the ghost is very unhappy living in the
pole because he
has no visitors, no respect, no love. The monk
advises Da to
locate the pole and make daily devotions. The
ghost will then
be satisfied, feel loved, and will not need to
drift from his
home to theirs.
Of course the falang neighbors think that Da is looney but Gene is happy.
Every morning Da brings fresh flowers, some fruit, sometimes a glass of water,
places her gifts to the ghost at the base of the fire hydrant in the front of their happy home.
King Solomon had nothing on this wise old Buddhist monk.
Herbie

China Trade: Patents, Poisons, Prescription Drugs
By Phyllis Schlafly

A

t the MSNBC Florida presidential debate, former
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney posed a very
significant question. “As we compete with China,
how do we make sure that trade is done in a way that
levels the playing field? How do we ... protect American
industry and American jobs, and do not cause a departure
of jobs from this country?”
Good question, but neither Romney nor anyone
else answered it.
Answering a question about the bipartisan stimulus
package to give cash to every American, former Arkansas
Gov. Mike Huckabee made an important point: “We'll
probably end up borrowing this $150 billion from the
Chinese. And when we get those rebate checks, most
people are going to go out and buy stuff that's been
imported from China. I have to wonder whose economy
is going to be stimulated the most by the package.”
Again, nobody responded, and we didn't hear any plans
on how to deal with the China problem.
How can we have fair trade with a country that is
a major thief of our intellectual property? The Chinese
don't even believe in individual intellectual property
rights, which they look upon as a Western concept.
China is now salivating about the prospect that
the Democratic Congress might make it easier to steal
our patents. In the Nov. 7 issue of China Intellectual
Property News, a Chinese spokesman says the patent
bill soon to be voted on by the U.S. Senate is good news
for China because the bill is “friendlier to the infringers
than to the patentees in general as it will make the patent
less reliable, easier to be challenged and cheaper to be
infringed.”
That's bad news for U.S. independent inventors
and small companies. The author of that statement,
Yongshun Cheng, is deputy director of the Intellectual
Property Division of the Beijing High People's Court.
China is the world's biggest supplier of
counterfeit, misbranded, substandard and unapproved
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(Special to the Valley Voice)
pharmaceutical products to the United States. A dozen
Chinese companies were producing Viagra until Pfizer
finally won its patent protection lawsuit.
Poisons in Chinese products might not be limited
to pet food, seafood, clothing and toys. Let's consider
potential dangers from prescription drugs.
China has picked biotech as the new engine to
continue its economic phenomenon. The Chinese
government
is
supporting
biopharmaceutical
enterprises politically and financially, helping the
biopharmaceutical industry to grow by 31.2 percent
annually from 2001 to 2005.
China is marketing itself as an international
outsourcing hub for life sciences and has become the
largest vaccine manufacturing country in the world,
capable of producing 41 vaccines. China already
has more than 400 biopharmaceutical companies of
different ownerships and more than 20,000 biotech

How can we have fair trade with
a country that is a major thief of our
intellectual property? The Chinese don't
even believe in individual intellectual
property rights, which they look upon as
a Western concept.
research scientists.
That number is increasing as the Chinese
government is steadily repatriating its scientists who
were trained in the United States. The hai gui, skilled
Western-trained Chinese returnees who studied and
worked in the U.S. for many years, acquiring academic
and commercial experience, are now going back to
China to take important positions at salaries that are
one-third to one-fifth of U.S. salaries.
An estimated 80 percent of the active
pharmaceutical ingredients used to make drugs sold
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in the United States are imported, and an estimated 40
percent of finished drugs are made in foreign countries.
The Chinese drug agency does not even oversee
the making of pharmaceutical raw materials, called
intermediates, which are the building blocks for active
pharmaceutical ingredients.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration is slated
to inspect only 13 of China's 714 drug firms, 1.8 percent,
this year. U.S. drugmakers are inspected at least once
every two years, but there is no such requirement
about imports, and Government Accountability Office
spokeswoman Marcia Crosse admitted that 13 years
can pass before a foreign manufacturer is visited even
once.
The Associated Press reported that when the
FDA does visit foreign plants, its inspectors can make
“sometimes harrowing findings.”
Even when Chinese manufacturers are inspected,
our FDA inspectors rely on the companies for
translators, and U.S. firms are required to authorize a
Chinese official to serve as its legal representative. One
U.S. CEO said, “Every piece of information you get is
suspect.”
At the Cambridge Healthtech Drug Development
in China conference in Philadelphia in September,
Chinese speakers bragged that China offers opportunities
to lower costs for preclinical and clinical drug
development activities. The cost of doing preclinical
studies and clinical trials in China is about 20 percent to
60 percent of U.S. costs and can be many months faster,
so U.S. multinationals follow the money.
But clinical trial applications are risky because
there is no well-defined process, and Chinese regulations
mean little because everything is ultimately decided on
a local level. How can we know that the drugs in our
medicine chest are safe?
Copley News Service
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It’s a Bird, It’s A Plane…..No, It’s Superperson!!!!

The Superperson Syndrome
By Dr. Liane Caryl, Valley Voice Contributor
“Faster than a speeding bullet, more powerful than a locomotive, able to leap
tall buildings in a single bound…..it’s Superman…in the pursuit of truth, justice and the
American Way!”
Wait a minute, you think….I do things like that all day long, in the pursuit of
more important endeavors like a clean house, a profitable business, happy children and
dinner ready on time – the true test of superhuman strength. Where’s MY red cape?
Sit down for two seconds and ask yourself – am I living a Superlife?
Superpeople frequently are entrepreneurs, professionals, or other high-achievers,
and are most likely to be women. They are the queens of multi-tasking, and often are taking
care of both personal and professional responsibilities alone. Watch one go through her day
– she makes a circus juggling act look easier than tying a shoe.
Unfortunately, all that selfless activity can have a price. Entrepreneurs,
professionals, and high-achievers are at risk for burn-out, otherwise known as the
Superperson Syndrome. Burn-out refers to the stressful feeling that comes with trying to
do too much for others and not giving any time back to yourself. Oftentimes these folks are
perfectionistic, and take on extra tasks to make sure things get done correctly, or to try and
accomplish the work of five people within a 24 hour period. They may perceive asking for
help as a sign of weakness.
Other common consequences associated with burn-out include: exhaustion,
feeling overwhelmed, hopelessness, lack of enthusiasm, low energy, loss of interest in
activities that used to be enjoyable, depression, change in appetite, change in sleep patterns,
muscle tension, headaches and anxiety.
Stress can manifest itself either physically or mentally. We all have individual
stress signals. Your body is very smart. When you are out of gas either physically, mentally
or both, your body sends out a cry for help in the form of a stress signal, which can be one
or more symptoms from the above list. If you don’t pay attention to this signal and ease the
stress, you will get a wake-up call disguised as a physical or mental problem that will really
rock you and send you running for medical help. Then, after the work-up, and a review of
the lab results, the doctor will diagnose stress and tell you to take a break – exactly what
your body was trying to tell you all along.
I will share with you a personal example. I’m a psychiatrist and a public speaker.
One Sunday morning I had a presentation to make and woke up with laryngitis. No voice
would come out. I delivered the speech in a whisper. I developed laryngitis a few times
again afterwards, which made my work as a psychiatrist difficult. It was then that I realized
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Let’s Tell It Like It Really Is

I

By Duncan Bleek, Valley Voice Contributor

haven’t heard from anybody but I guess just my presence has made some
changes. I have gone back to some of the clubs I frequented with the
beginning of my association with this newspaper and I’m glad to see there
have been major changes.
There’s a band I heard at McG’s in Chatsworth called Jukebox Heroes.
Of all the bands I’ve heard, they’ve been the most professional, have a great
sound, and their own style. They do Beatles to Zeppelin, and sound almost
exactly like the original record. On a scale of 1-10, 10 being the best, they are
a 10. A band definitely to go hear!
Next piece of good news…I returned to Paoli’s in Woodland Hills,
which in the last few months has had “pretenders” providing entertainment on
weekends. I call them that, because the bands playing there were terrible. The
regular weekend entertainer was away but has finally returned. His name is
David and he is a versatile keyboard player. The only problem is that amateur
singers are invited to perform, and some of them don’t have a clue. On a scale
of 1-10, Paoli’s gets a 7 or 8.
I returned to the Sugar Mill and saw Little Elmo. It’s a 3-piece band
– piano, bass, drums - no guitar player. They were popular in the 90’s, when
they were 11 pieces. They were entertaining but don’t really stand out. They
would be better as background music in a restaurant. There is not enough
pizzazz for main entertainment in a nightclub.
Folks, I’m out there for you….and hopeful that more decent music acts
will get a chance to perform. I hope the club owners are getting the message
that bad entertainment is bad business.

Weekly “Cruise In” in Calabasas

R

By Michael Rossi

egular events for car enthusiasts occur throughout the greater Los
Angeles area. One of the best happens every Sunday morning in
Calabasas. The event goes by various names depending upon who
you ask, but “Cruise In” and “Cars ‘n Coffee” are the two most common
names.
The weekly event was started by the owner of The Village Roaster, a
coffee house in the shopping center just off of the 101 Freeway at the Valley
Circle Blvd. exit, just past the intersection of Mulholland Drive and Calabasas
Road. That’s where the event occurs – in the parking lot of that shopping
center. And depending on how many cars show up, most of the parking lot
can be filled with cars. Although “Cruise In” occurs every Sunday morning
from about 7:00 am to 9:30 am, the largest gathering of cars is the last Sunday
of every month.
The concept of “Cruise In” is simple – come with a cool car early
Sunday morning. Park it amongst the other cars. Get a cup of coffee at The
Village Roaster and walk around and look at all the cars, talk to like-minded
car enthusiasts, take pictures, dream, drool, etc.
So, what will you see and hear if you come to “Cruise In”? You will
see a variety of sports cars – muscle cars, old and new; exotic cars; classic
cars. There will be old and new Ferraris, Lamborghinis, Maseratis, Porsches,
BMWs, Aston Martins, Corvettes, Mustangs and kit cars to name a few. You
will also see different concentrations of a particular type of car from one
Sunday to the next.
And what will you hear at “Cruise In”? You will experience nothing
short of a symphony of incredible engines. You will hear cars “rumbling”
into the parking lot as the drivers look for a parking space, the engines telling
you that they have plenty of horsepower just waiting to explode. You will
hear cars “screaming” or “roaring” as they leave the event up Mulholland
Drive to the hills, or down Mulholland Drive to the 101 freeway.
After a couple of hours looking at all the great cars, hearing them come
and go, there’s only one thing you want to do - go for a long drive.
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that laryngitis was the wake-up call, and prior to that, an impending sore throat and hoarseness
were my stress signals.
In simple terms, all this means that you have no balance between your personal and
professional responsibilities. It is time to be selfish and take care of yourself. As altruistic as he is,
even Superman takes time out. He has to recharge his Super battery by soaking up sun rays. Great
idea – sit in the sun. Just be careful not to collapse from exhaustion and end up with a sunburn.
Other ways you can ease stress:
1) Delegate responsibility – pass off the tasks that you don’t particularly enjoy to
someone else – if you are in business alone, hire people to do the things that don’t
require your immediate input. Do what needs to be done that day and then take a
break.
2) Say “no” to things you don’t want to do – stop trying to please others and concentrate
on pleasing yourself
3) Be less accommodating (especially if you work at home) – set up strict office hours, let
telephone callers leave a message on voicemail
4) Identify your goals – what do you really want to accomplish professionally? Are you on
the path to those goals, or spending time being busy? What do you want to accomplish
personally? Have you even started working on those accomplishments? Are you in the
right career to begin with?
5) Make play time for yourself – get a massage, go out to lunch, go shopping, take a class
in something fun and creative, like painting or singing. Spend more time playing with
your children, walk your dog, work out. Don’t worry – work and household chores will
always be there.
You do not have to be perfect. Even Superman isn’t perfect. Throw a little kryptonite
his way and he’s toast. He is the Man of Steel, so he doesn’t get that emotional feeling of failure.
But then, emotional ups and downs are part of being human. And humans are not perfect.
You don’t need the red cape. But you do need to give yourself permission to be
imperfect, and to be selfish and take care of yourself first, especially when you get your stress
signals. You will be no good to anyone else if you are not feeling well.
Finally, if you do none of the stress busters mentioned above – laugh. It will get you
through the day. Doctor’s orders.
Liane Caryl, M.D. is a psychiatrist, writer, and professional speaker. She welcomes your
questions and comments.
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Unveiling Soon–
Guard
uar Gated Townhomes in Porter Ranch.

Too see
s more visit the
Porter
or Ranch Welcome Center.
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WANT TO GET A PEEK AT THE HOTTEST NEW TOWNHOME COLLECTION IN THE VALLEY?
Las
La Brisas
B
Bris
i at Porter Ranch is coming soon, but only pre-qualiﬁed buyers on the interest list can
select
new home within this guard-gated neighborhood. To join the excitement, visit
seel a spacious
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he Porter
P
Port
rter
ter Ranch Welcome Center and get
the
pre-qualiﬁ
quu ed. The space you need and the
lifestyle you want are waiting at Las Brisas.

PR E - QUA L I F Y NOW
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