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Reiter-Wrong?

Las Lomas “Down”
But Don’t Count “Out”
By Mel Reiter, Valley Voice

“The report of my death is greatly exaggerated.”
— Mark Twain, 1897.

A
Front row (left to right): Janelle Pearson, Lauren Wanamaker; Back row: Danielle Carney,
Gwen McConnell, Megan Watson, Assistant Coach Steve Burnett, Jasmine Sneed, Christina
Bejjani, Brenda Kramer, Kelly Schneider, Head Coach Jim Gortikov.

Sierra Canyon Girls Basketball…
a Remarkable Year
Special to the Valley Voice

A

lthough they won’t get a chance to hang the schools first CIF Championship banner, the Sierra Canyon School Girls
Basketball team had a banner year. In only their second season playing at a Varsity level, and only the third year of the
schools’ existence, the Lady Trailblazers compiled an impressive 23-5 record, which included a trip to the CIF Division V-A
Championship game.
This is a “Cinderella” story that began in its first season as a JV team with 9 wins and 3 losses. By the second season, they
were 17-7, while participating as a “free lance” varsity team, not yet admitted to a formal CIF League and still qualified for the
playoffs.
The journey began last summer with the first practice in mid June. Four incoming freshmen were introduced to returning
players from 2006-07. From the start it was clear that there was something special about this team.
For the summer, the Lady Trailblazers were entered in the Providence league. Playing schools with larger (sometimes
much larger) enrollments, the girls were able to compile an impressive 7-1 record. Their lone loss came by a handful of points to
Crescenta Valley High School, whose student population is greater than 2,400. Sierra Canyon’s current Upper School enrollment
is around 170, and without a senior class.
September brought the first day of school, and a new challenge for the team. Since this is the “dark” period for winter
athletics, Head Coach Jim Gortikov was unable to have any contact with the team per CIF rules. The girls were entered in the
Valley Sports Foundation fall league. After an opening game stumble to a very good Montclair Prep team, the Lady Trailblazers
powered through the rest of their schedule, finishing the league with a 6-1 record.
Practice for the winter season began in earnest on November 12th. There was little time to spare before their first game against
Milken, a team that had made it deep into the playoffs the previous year. Posting a 52-38 victory over a tough team propelled
the Lady Blazers into the Viewpoint Tournament. It wouldn’t be easy, with injuries and outside commitments limiting the team
to a total of six players. Mowing through pool play, SC found themselves in the Championship game against another big school,
Calabasas High. Although the loss was tough to take, it proved to be a wake-up call, and would ultimately be the teams’ only loss
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2012 Scheduled Opening

A

s the dust settles on the “death” of the Las Lomas
mixed-use development, “executed” by the Los
Angeles City Council on a 10-5 split vote, more
questions than answers, confront us all.
“Because the city has been working on the proposed
5,500 housing unit project for the last six years, officials are
obligated to complete the environmental impact report and
pre-zoning documents,” says David Michaelson with the City
Attorney’s Office.
“The city must complete the processing of the EIR and
pre-zoning.,” he said.
Commenting on the proposed project in an unincorporated
area near the Golden State (5) and Antelope Valley (14)
freeways, Councilman Richard Alacorn said city officials
should prepare themselves to be sued by the developer.
“I urge you to consider the amount the city of Los Angeles
pays each and every year in claims against the city, and I think
we may have to add this one to the list and pay the price when
the time comes,” he said.
Councilman Greig Smith, who led the effort to stop the
555-acre project said the city would not be able to provide
water and sanitation services, or law enforcement services.
The Valley Voices notes that over 30 years ago, a similar
project was opposed as the “last open space” in the northwest
San Fernando Valley. Eventually over 5500 households were
built in the foothills of the Santa Susana Mountains above
Northridge – in a community called Porter Ranch. The Shapell
Brothers and their investors faced the same concerns as Las
Lomas – growth and traffic!
Are we placing too much power in the hands of eight
council members now that can go around the Planning
Commission, the City Attorney, and previous promises to
review the entire development?
On three previous occasions, the Las Lomas project was
the subject of a public hearing in council committee meetings.
The council declined to allow for another public hearing at
the March 19 meeting, a move that was criticized by Hilary
Norton Orozco, Las Lomas project manager. “We are very
disappointed that lots of people who came to testify on behalf
of Las Lomas were not given the ability to even be heard at
the public hearing, because no public hearing was allowed,”
she said.”
A Valley Voice investigation reveals inaccuracies and
misinformation put forward by certain elected officials regarding
the owners and/or the legally designated representative for the
land comprising Las Lomas. First, on Feb. 8, Santa Clarita’s
newspaper, The Signal,raised concerns about the owners. Six
days later, a press release from Smith and Assemblymember

(Continued on page 2)

Porter Ranch K-8 School “Advancing”

large turnout of local parents and property
owners offered a number of design requests
for the proposed K-8 school at Mason and
Sesnon in Porter Ranch.
Architect Rikki Bender met with the involved
participants, and Al Grazioli, LAUSD Valley Region
Development Manager, commenting “I have never
seen this many people attend one of our design
meetings.”
Almost 70 signed in at the Feb. 26 session at
Germain Street Elementary School in Chatsworth.
The project is scheduled to begin by Fall 2009,
and following 30 months of construction, open by
Summer-Fall 2012, Grazioli said.
Planning for the new school began with voter
approval of Prop Y, November 2005. Since that time
the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council formed
the ASAP (Advance the School At Porter Ranch)
committee to work in a unique partnership with

LAUSD, Councilman Greig Smith's office and
S&S to move this project along.
The ASAP’s objectives are to build a school
facility that would serve Porter Ranch elementary
and middle school students, with room to expand,
as well as meeting community needs. To achieve
these goals, S&S has agreed to provide a total of
almost 13 acres at no cost to LAUSD so that the
school could span K-8. In exchange, the community
agreed through changes in the Specific Plan, to
allow S&S to build in the future an additional
number of houses.
Some of the “extras” that home owners would
like include: enhancing the multipurpose room with
room dividers, chairs and kitchen access so that it
can be used as a community room; bleachers in the
gym and a technology center with a classroom for
computer skills.
At the Design Meeting, community members

were unanimous in their concern about designing
the facilities with the wind in mind. Suggestions
were also made regarding drop-off access, wireless
connections, phones that dial out from classrooms,
outlets and security. Sorrento and Meadows parents
had some great ideas, and are eager to see a new
school to serve their community.
Most were excited about the selection of
Bender as architect. Her portfolio includes the
Ackerman Union at UCLA and Kennedy High
School in Granada Hills. Find out more on her site
www.binderarchitects.com.
You are invited to attend the next LAUSD
Community Meeting to review the initial schematic
design on April 2, 6:30pm at Germain Elementary.
An online poll concerning school design features
can be found at www.PRNC.org. The next PRNC
meetings are: April 1, May 6, June 3 at 6pm at
Shepherd of the Hills Church.

(Continued from page 1) - Los Lomas

City Facing Los Lomas
Lawsuit?
Did Council Act
on Bad Data?
Reiter-Wrong?
“Mr. Palmer has been and remains in full compliance with the contract that
Land Company, was the property’s legal owner and/or was legally designated to he and I have on my property. He and he alone has the option to purchase my
represent the land owner to certain government agencies. The same news release property. Additionally, as per terms of our contract, he is the only person who
made a number of questionable and unsubstantiated claims about Palmer, we has the authority to make applications to develop my property.”
“I support his Las Lomas project and know that he has my interests at
have learned.
As an example of alleged misdealings, Smith and Smyth referenced a 2003 heart,” he concluded.
We agree with Las Lomas, on stating that the law is clear: The Los Angeles
application by Las Lomas to the Los Angeles County Department of Regional
Planning, that sought to consolidate into one parcel, 14 separate parcels that City Council cannot make any decisions on the merits of the project until a
presently comprise the Las Lomas development site. On that application, Palmer complete EIR is done. To pre-judge Las Lomas sets a horrible precedent for the
signed an abbreviated application form identifying Las Lomas as the record city. As recent as December 6, 2007, a letter from the city attorney to Budget
and Finance Committee Chair Bernard Parks indicated that the city was “legally
owner and as the applicant for the requested lot consolidation.
obligated” to continue processing the Las Lomas EIR. Additionally the
Smith and Smyth ignored, among other things, the fact that one
developer had agreed to reimburse the city for all costs associated
of the attachments accompanying the abbreviated application
with the review and processing of EIR and other project-related
contained a full listing of then-existing property owners of
A Valley Voice
documents.
the 14 lots comprising the Las Lomas site, as well as a
investigation reveals
As envisioned, Las Lomas would be annexed into the
map showing the particular ownership interests within
City of Los Angeles, would include 2.3 million square feet
inaccuracies and
the 14 parcels. Unfortunately for Las Lomas, most of
of commercial space, police and fire stations, a school and a
the community and elected public officials, believed
misinformation put
library, and a Metrolink station.
from the erroneous information being released by the
forward by certain elected
Orozco told the Valley Voice she was “disappointed
press, neighborhood councils, Smith and Smythe, that
officials regarding the
with the decision, and strongly believes the City of Los
Palmer did not legally own the property in question. Yet
Angeles has the responsibility to continue processing this
owners and/or the legally
the truthful information has been, and remains readily
much-needed
jobs-housing balanced community.”
available in the county’s records and files, and also in
designated representative
“Had the Council held a public hearing,” she continued,
court records and files with the cities of Los Angeles and
for the land comprising
“they would have heard countless supporters from organized
Santa Clarita.
Las Lomas.
labor, San Fernando Valley and citywide business organizations,
Our investigation shows that for almost a decade, Las
Valley community groups and others, express the need for the city
Lomas Land Company LLC (Las Lomas) has held exclusive
to finish processing and reviewing Las Lomas.”
options to purchase approximately 555 acres of land on which it
Where does Las Lomas go from here? According to Orozco, “We do
proposes to develop the project. During the past two years, we note Las
Lomas has exercised on a majority of the parcels on the site. As of this date, Las not consider the council’s decision final! We are reviewing all of our options and
Lomas owns 300 acres comprising the project site, and holds an exclusive option will remain active throughout the San Fernando Valley in the coming weeks and
months.
on the remaining 255 acres (The McHaddad property).
“We believe the city needs to take advantage of every opportunity to create
To date, almost all newspapers, radio, and television stations, has described R.
Fred McHaddad and Janet E. McHaddad, as “victims” of Las Lomas – “left in jobs, construct affordable housing, and attract corporations. Las Lomas fits that
the dark” concerning their options to the company – the only such option not yet bill and deserved, as a minimum, a completed Environmental Impact Report, so
that city officials and the San Fernando Valley community could evaluate our
exercised by Las Lomas.
Despite most of these reports, these property owners have attested to the projects, based on facts, and not on misinformation.”
“Yes, my friend, like a young phoenix, she will rise full plumed and glorious
Valley Voice of Palmer’s good faith conduct and their strong business relationship
with Las Lomas, feeling they have been “used in an attempt to impugn” Palmer. from her mother’s ashes.” Samuel Adams, 1773
Cameron Smyth (Santa Clarita), questioned whether Dan Palmer, president of Las Lomas
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Housing a “Drag”

UCLA Forecast:
No Recession
T

he California economy will be weak this year, but it likely will not
slip into a recession, according to a forecast released in March by
UCLA economists.
“The double whammy of construction and financial activities
job loss will continue to drag at the economy, keeping overall job
growth slightly negative for two more quarters,” UCLA Anderson
Forecast economists Ryan Ratcliff and Jerry Nickelsburg wrote.
“The unemployment rate will top out at 6.3 percent by the end of
the year and real income and real taxable sales will both show small
losses in the first half of the year.”
“Yet, we maintain that this very lackluster economy should not
be described as a recession.”
The forecast offered a similar outlook for the nation, with
economists noting that their “no-recession forecast remains nervously
intact.”
“We see a lot of problems in the first half of 2008 as housing
remains a drag on GDP growth and weakness in personal consumption
expenditures contributes as well,” Anderson Forecast director
Edward Leamer wrote.
“We have one quarter of negative GDP growth. The Fed
continues to dish out good news for Wall Street with ever-lower
interest rates,” Leamer wrote.
“The labor market is sluggish and unemployment elevates
to 5.5 percent by the end of 2008. But the housing drag on GDP
dissipates in the second half of the year, and a normal economy
returns in 2009.”
Ratcliff and Nickelsburg wrote that current and anticipated
economic conditions in California don't live up to the past
recessions. They note that while unemployment is spiking,
much of it seems to be in the construction industry, while
manufacturing does not appear likely to suffer heavy job
losses.
They concluded: “Based on comparing the current economy
to past recession episodes, we once again conclude that real estate
weakness will remain a significant drag on the economy, leaving
us treading water in 2008, but not slipping under the waves into
recession.”

A

Housing Bubble

nyone's hopes that the housing downturn is a momentary bubble
may be crushed by a new study by two USC researchers, who
predict that housing prices may be on a long-term skid as Baby
Boomers retire, downsize and wind up their lives.
The 78 million Boomers have been bidding up the price of
houses as they move up the economic ladder, say the researchers. As
they down-size and eventually die, they may “flood the market” with
houses, the researchers wrote.
The big sell-off by aging Boomers will mean “many more
homes (will be) available for sale then there are buyers for them,”
said USC professor Dowell Myers and doctoral student Sungho
Ryu, an associate planner with the Southern California Association
of Governments. Their analysis was reported by the San Francisco
Chronicle.
The researchers' report said the unprecedented sell-off “could
dominate the housing market for the next two decades” because
the Baby Boom generation is 18 years long, and the oldest have
only now begun to sell off real estate equity amassed during their
lifetimes of labor.
The researchers call this the “generational housing bubble” and
say it has only begun to be felt.
“After 2010, the leading edge of the Boomers will pass age 65
and growth among the elderly population will substantially exceed
that of younger adults, an unprecedented social and economic
development,” they wrote.
Boomers facing old age and needing to sell their homes “could
flood the market with excess capacity,” compounding the fact that
decreasing buyers are in the market with an influx of houses that
must be sold.
That will cause equity and retirement assets to shrink, the
researchers warn.

Home Sales, Prices Plummet

H

ome sales in Los Angeles County dropped 45 percent in February, compared to the same month
a year ago, while prices dipped by 12.9 percent, a real estate information service reported.
A total of 3,468 homes sold in February, down from 6,300 for February 2007, while the
median price of a home in Los Angeles County last month was $460,000, down from $528,000 in the
same month a year ago, according to La Jolla- based DataQuick Information Systems.
In Orange County, the median home price was $520,000, down 16.1 percent from the February
2007 price of $620,000, according to DataQuick. A total of 1,471 homes were sold in the county last
month, down 39.9 percent from the 2,449 home sales in February 2007.
According to DataQuick, home sales across Southern California reached their slowest pace ever
for a February as a result of a housing market that continues to be dogged by uncertainty and credit
constraints.
“Sales remained extraordinarily low, and a significant portion of what did sell was in areas beset
by foreclosure activity,'' said Marshall Prentice, DataQuick president. “That's where sellers are the most
motivated and price cuts are largest. Mainly it's in the inland markets, often in newer suburbs, where
prices got pumped up artificially with the sort of crazy loans that no longer exist.”
The median price of a Southern California home was $408,000 in February, the lowest since
the $402,500 median price in October 2004. Last month's median price was down 1.7 percent from
January's $415,000 and down a record 17.6 percent from $495,000 in February 2007.
A total of 10,777 new and resale homes sold in Los Angeles, Riverside, San Diego, Ventura, San
Bernardino and Orange counties in February. That was up 8 percent from 9,983 for the previous month,
and down 39 percent from 17,680 in February 2007.

T

Foreclosure Grants

he Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles will be one of two California groups to receive grant
money to expand legal services to combat predatory lending.
Three-year grants totaling $495,000 will go to to LAFLA and Oakland-based Housing and
Economic Rights Advocates, according to the Institute for Foreclosure Legal Assistance, a project of
the Center for Responsible Lending.
The money will pay for another attorney at each organization to provide legal counsel to
homeowners facing foreclosure in the wake of the subprime mortgage crisis.
“Borrowers across California were victims of egregious, illegal lending abuses and these folks
need a lawyer -- not just a housing counselor – to help keep their homes,” said Paul Leonard, director
of the Center for Responsible Lending's California office.
According to a report released today by the Mortgage Bankers Association, the delinquency rate
for mortgage loans on one- to four-unit residential properties was at its highest level during the fourth
quarter of 2007 since 1985.
While subprime adjustable rate mortgages represented 7 percent of outstanding loans, they
represented 42 percent of foreclosures started during the fourth quarter.
A “disproportionate share” of those foreclosure starts -- some 21 percent -- were in California and
Florida, according to the report.
The Center for Responsible Lending estimated that more than 350,000 California homes will be
lost to foreclosure, mostly over the next two years.

Judges Getting the Message About Illegal Immigrants
By Phyllis Schlafly , Special to the Valley Voice

F

our children including two brothers were killed, and 12
others were hospitalized with injuries, in Minnesota last
month when a van reportedly ignored a stop sign and
barreled into a school bus. The driver of the van, who did not
speak English or have a valid drivers license, was charged with
homicide.
Authorities described the driver as an illegal immigrant
using a phony name. She had pled guilty in 2006 for driving
without a license.
For years, courts and lawyers have intimidated towns from
protecting themselves against the invasion of illegal immigrants.
In 2006, Escondido backed away from its housing ordinance
to curtail leases to illegal immigrants and even agreed to pay
$90,000 in legal fees to plaintiffs challenging the law.
Last summer, a federal court slapped down an attempt by
Hazleton, Pa., to penalize employers and landlords who hire and
lease to illegal immigrants. Hazleton had been hit by an influx of
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illegal immigrants and victimized by some of their shocking
crimes.
But in August, Newark, N.J., no stranger to violence, was
shaken by the brutal murder of several college-bound teenagers
who were harmlessly enjoying music at a playground. The
victims were black, and the perpetrator was an illegal immigrant
from Peru who had been previously charged with raping a 5year-old girl but had been released despite his obvious illegal
presence in this country.
Another imported crime is driving the wrong way
on highways, with headlights turned off, in order to escape
detection while smuggling drugs or people. Several deadly
crashes resulting from this practice have been reported.
The American people's outrage at violations of the law by
illegal immigrants was heard loud and clear by the U.S. Senate
when it defeated the amnesty bill last year. Now, even judges
may be getting the message.

www.evalleyvoice.com

In December, a federal judge in Oklahoma upheld an
Oklahoma law requiring state contractors to determine and verify
the immigration status of new hires. U.S. District Judge James H.
Payne threw out a legal challenge to the law.
In January, U.S. District Judge E. Richard Webber
emphatically ruled against illegal immigrants who had sued to
overturn a similar ordinance enacted by Valley Park, Mo., a town
near St. Louis. The court upheld the ordinance, which was directed
at employers who were hiring illegal immigrants.
The third strike against illegal immigrants came in February
when U.S. District Judge Neil V. Wake rejected each and every
argument challenging a new Arizona law that imposes penalties on
businesses that knowingly hire illegal immigrants. He dismissed
the claim that federal law somehow ties the hands of state and
local governments seeking to protect their own citizens.
These three decisions in three different parts of the country

(Continued on page 10)
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Affordable
Housing
undreds of affordable housing advocates
H
gathered on the steps of City Hall recently
to call on city leaders to fund the Housing Trust

Don’t Invite Burglars In
By Ron Rauschenberger,
State Farm® agent

Imagine coming home to find that someone has broken into
your home and stolen valuable items and ransacked your personal
possessions.
The feeling of devastation can be overwhelming for victims of burglary.
It’s a crime we are all vulnerable to, whether we live in a city or rural area, have a high or low income, live in a
house or in an apartment or condominium.
According to the FBI, a burglary happens every 15 seconds in the United States. It’s a serious crime. The
problem is many of us, through our own carelessness, make it easier for burglars to carry out their work. A few
simple steps can make your home a harder target for burglars.
•
Lock all outside doors before you leave or go to bed.
•
Lock all windows.
•
Leave a few lights on when you are not home.
•
Keep all garage doors closed and locked.
•
Don’t allow daily deliveries, like newspapers and mail, to pile up when you’re out of town. Ask a friend or
neighbor to pick them up for you or arrange to have deliveries stopped until you return.
•
When you’re on vacation, arrange to have someone take care of your yard.
•
•
•

Other things to consider

Contact a locksmith for advice on pick-resistant locks for your doors, sliding glass doors and windows.
Don’t leave keys under flower pots, doormats or other “secret” hiding places—burglars know them all.
Keep a detailed inventory of all your personal possessions. Include a description of the item, date of purchase,
original value and any serial numbers. A videotape can be helpful.
Be a good neighbor. If you notice anything suspicious in your neighborhood, contact the police immediately.

Your Business Card Here - Only $75 Monthly
Reaches Over 50,000 Readers!
To Advertise, Please Call (310) 429-0484

Private Tutor

•

Experienced, Retired Teacher & Tutor
•

Will Tutor in the
Privacy of Your Home

April, 2008

E-mail or call Sandy
dearteacher@verizon.net
818-223-1128

www.evalleyvoice.com

Fund and support ordinances that would require
developers to make rental units within the price
range of low-income families.
The plan does not specify how much money
is needed in the Housing Trust Fund, other than
that the city should find a permanent source of
local funds.
Housing L.A. members also urged the Los
Angeles City Council to support a mixed-income
housing program that would provide developers
with incentives to build homes for moderate- and
low-income families.
A family of four with an annual income
of $37,000 is considered very low-income, and
a similar family making $59,200 is considered
low-income. Housing L.A. representatives said
housing should not cost families more than 30
percent of their annual income.
In 2007, the average rent for a two-bedroom,
one-bathroom apartment in Los Angeles was
$1,538.

Chatsworth Park
Flunks Lead Test
ne-third of the soil tested in February at the
O
shuttered Chatsworth Park South contains
enough lead to exceed state standards for home

and child play areas, according to a report.
The city closed the 80-acre park Feb. 14
after state toxic regulators warned of a positive
test for lead at a former skeet range there.
An environmental consultant hired by the
city found that one-third of the samples it took
from the park two weeks ago contained lead at or
exceeding health standards. '
If a child were to get that soil in their
system, by putting it in their mouth ... it could
have adverse health effects,' said Paul Davis,
environmental specialist for the Department of
Recreation and Parks.
The consultant, California Environmental
of Camarillo, found lead in 23 of 66 soil samples
at or exceeding 150 milligrams per kilogram in
23 of 66 samples - the limit set by the California
Environmental Protection Agency for residential
and children's play areas.
The samples - taken from 4 inches to 1 foot
deep on a grassy glade on the site of a former
gun and skeet range up against the Santa Susana
Mountains - tested positive for lead, Davis said.
More lead was found in a drainage ditch in
the park.

Met Water Will
Cost 14% More
outhern California cities and water agencies
S
will pay 14.3 percent more for water from the
Metropolitan Water District starting Jan. 1, 2009,

thanks to rate hikes approved by the district's
board recently.
MWD officials said the increase in the
district's wholesale water rate is necessary in light
of a federal court decision aimed at protecting
delta smelt -- an endangered species of fish -- in
addition to an extended drought impacting the
Colorado River, MWD officials said.
The impact on Southland residents will
depend on how their local water agencies rely on
MWD supplies. District officials estimated that
the average household could see an increase of
$1.50 per month.
Typical Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power customers can expect to see a
$1.30 increase on their bill, according to DWP
spokesman Joe Ramallo. The average DWP bill
is $32.10.
The MWD typically receives 60 percent of
its water from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta,
but will now get substantially less as it restricts
its pumping in order to protect the smelt.
The board approved a 9.8 percent increase in
the agency's base rate and a $25 surcharge, which
together equal a 14.3 percent overall increase.
Page 4
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Sierra Canyon Basketball

outside of their league.
Regrouping, the Lady Blazers would go on an eight game win streak, which included
the Championship game of the inaugural Sierra Canyon School Founders Classic Tournament.
Next would come Crossroads School. The girls knew that Crossroads would not only be
tough, but tall. After trailing early, SC rallied back to take a lead with but a few minutes left
in the contest. In the end, Crossroads
would prevail 55-50, the first league
loss for Sierra Canyon.
The girls got back on track
with victories over fellow Delphic
League members Archer, CAMS,
and LA Baptist, and brought a six
game win streak into the rematch
with Crossroads. The game went
much like the first, with Crossroads
jumping out to a big lead, and Sierra
Canyon fighting back. In the end it
would be Sierra’s second loss of the
season to the Roadrunners.
The Lady Trailblazers would
enter the CIF Playoffs with a firstround BYE, and were seeded 3rd in
Division V-A. A blowout win over
Connelly of Anaheim, and a close
48-42 win over a good Hillcrest
Christian, Granada Hills team put
the girls in a semifinal game against
Bishop Conaty-Loretto, last years’
CIF V-A runner-up. The BCL
Jasmine Sneed, freshman,
Wildcats proved to be a formidable
directs Trailblazer offense,
foe. Sierra Canyon led by 10
points with six minutes left, but the
against Crossroads
Wildcats would put on a late rally.
The Trailblazers were able to hold on, and the 45-44 victory propelled SC into the schools
very first CIF Title game. Their opponent would once again be Crossroads
The Championship game, held at the Walter Pyramid on the campus of CSU Long
Beach, was like déjà vu all over again. The Roadrunners scored the first 8 points of the game,
and SC played from behind the rest of the day. Although outscoring Crossroads in the second
half, the first two quarters ultimately proved to be the girls’ undoing. The team, the school, and
our community have to be proud of their accomplishments.
It’s been quite a season, and one that only ended with a loss March 6 in their State
Regional Semi-final game to Calvin Christian of Escondido, 55-42.
Obviously, a “thorn in the side” in 2007/2008 was Crossroad, with SC suffering three
defeats.
Looking back, the school only had a total of 25 girls in the first season, growing to 45
girls by year two, and currently, approximately 75.
Some remarkable statistics are worth citing here.
Team Captain: Brenda Kramer
Average per game: Kramer (20), Jasmine Sneed (14), Kelly Schneider (10)
Team Rebounds: Schneider (9)
Assists: Sneed (4)
Steals: Schneider (6), Sneed (5)
This team beat Louisville and Notre Dame and in the Founders Classic,
defeated Viewpoint.
How do you sum up such an incredible season, Coach Gortikov was asked: “In my 18
years of coaching, I have never experienced such fortitude among a group of girls when it
comes to game competition.”
He concluded: The achievements we have realized this year have been very special. The
growth of our program at Sierra Canyon has escalated quickly, and I am incredibly excited
about our future.”

magine yourself above
the hustle and bustle of
the daily grind—picture
breathtaking
views,
take-in
the crisp, fresh air and admire
the vast expanses of untouched
natural beauty. Now open your
eyes and meet Las Brisas at Porter
Ranch. Offering a dream lifestyle for
real homebuyers, Las Brisas is a piece
of heaven on earth. Luxurious, twostory townhomes offer convenience
and elegance within a guard-gated
community—you’re not dreaming, this
is Las Brisas.
Located in the exclusive, guard-gated
community of Aldea in Porter Ranch, Las Brisas
enjoys the privacy and peaceful atmosphere that so
many of today’s homebuyers are searching for. Nestled within
the foothills overlooking the San Fernando Valley, this remarkable
neighborhood is inviting you to join in a new kind of luxury lifestyle for
an incredible price. With presales beginning in April and the opening
scheduled for June, prospective buyers are encouraged to visit the Porter
Ranch Welcome Center today to prequalify and to get a closer look at this
exceptional neighborhood.
Measuring up to 1,641 square feet with as many as three bedrooms
and two or three and one-half baths, Las Brisas’ five unique floor plans offer
spacious master retreats, great rooms and a uniquely lavish way of life.
Enjoy the convenience of low-maintenance living paired with extravagant
amenities, a remarkable community atmosphere and the exclusivity that
only comes with a Porter Ranch address.
The Porter Ranch Welcome Center is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., and located off the 118 freeway at the corner of Porter Ranch Drive
and Rinaldi. Please call 818-773-8987 for more information.
Families continue to move to Porter Ranch to luxuriate in the community’s
matchless quality of life. The residential opportunities offered at Las Brisas
are unrivaled in today’s marketplace with regard to workmanship, design
and the comfort found inside. A community that boasts both private and
public recreation facilities and a flourishing Town Center, here you can enjoy
the best of the Southern California lifestyle.
Plus, Porter Ranch’s location puts you just minutes away from the finest
shopping, restaurants and top-ranked educational and cultural centers.
Residents also enjoy the tranquility provided by large nature areas and a new
14-acre public park that surround the Porter Ranch master-plan community.
Built by S&S Construction, a division of Shapell Industries, and Liberty
Building Company, Porter Ranch also promises the quality and comfort that
come with over fifty years of superior homebuilding.
Don’t wait another minute, visit www.Shapell.com to get pre-qualified
and discover the incredible new life that awaits in Las Brisas at Porter
Ranch!

SIERRACANYONSCHOOL
From Early Kindergarten to 12th grade, Sierra Canyon is an
academically excellent, college preparatory school committed
to an empowering environment in which students realize their
greatest intellectual, creative, ethical, and physical promise.
We are defined by an energized, attentive, and diverse studentteacher culture.
-

Small class size
Individualized attention
Integrated curriculum
Experienced teachers

Our new state-of-the-art 7th – 12th Grade campus will open
this spring. Visit www.sierracanyonschool.org to see a slide show
of our academic village:
-

Now seeking applicants for the 2008-2009 school year.

Please Contact Us to Arrange a Visit:
Steve Burnett
(818) 709-8174, ext. 168
11052 Independence Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311

April, 2008

-

Library and Technology Center
Dedicated Science Wing
Multiple visual arts classrooms for painting, sculpture,
photography, etc
Media Center for digital filmmaking, editing and
animation
Student Center as a central hub for congregating,
studying and socializing
Dance Studio and Black-box theater
Spacious classrooms with projection equipment and
wireless accessibility

www.evalleyvoice.com
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Violent Shootings
Up in Los Angeles

T

Join us for a day of fun and environmental
awareness at our Earthday celebration,
Saturday, April 19 at Chatsworth Park
North.
We will be organizing environmental cleanup activities at the park, including painting over
graffiti. Sports retailer REI will provide free breakfast
and water for participants and will be holding
its Promoting Environmental Awareness in Kids
(PEAK) program to educate kids about environmental
awareness.
Chatsworth Neighborhood Council will provide
free lunch for participants. We will also have free trees
and re-usable canvas bags to give away.
Saturday, April 19 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Chatsworth Park North 22300 Chatsworth St.
For more information or to volunteer, please
contact Megan Cottier at (818) 756-8501 or email
Megan.Cottier@lacity.org.
Contributed by Councilman Greig Smith.

L

Y

he president of the Los Angeles Police Commission
has called for a panel of outside experts to look
into why the city is experiencing a wave of violent
shootings that have injured and killed children.
Anthony Pacheco, who leads the five-member
civilian panel that oversees the Los Angeles Police
Department, suggested that a panel be convened to
explain why homicides are on the rise following last
year's 17.6 percent drop in murders.
“Why now? Why after a year of decreases? What's
going on that's causing this?” Pacheco said. “My guess
is it's not just a suppression issue -there's other strong
factors at play in the community. I want to dig a little
deeper.” Commissioner Andrea Ordin agreed.
“There are many factors. Certainly policing is
absolutely crucial. Cops do matter, we know that, but
there are other factors,” Ordin said.
The commission agreed in concept to the idea of
convening a panel and asked the executive director to
report back.
A meeting would likely take place somewhere in
the community in late April or early May, Pacheco said.
“What I would want to do is not give it my own
bent. I would want to hear the independent views from
those outside the department,” he said. “If we can
understand the reasons for the increase, then we'll be
better able to address it.”
So far this year, there have been 86 homicides in
Los Angeles, compared to 63 at the same time last year,
according to LAPD Assistant Chief Earl Paysinger.
“What makes it so difficult is there's not a spike or
a trend or a cluster of murders, of violent crimes in any
one place in the city,” Paysinger said. “We've not seen
any true connectivity between these crimes.”
Gangs continue to be a challenge for the LAPD,
Paysinger said.
“The fact is that the city is still plagued by the issue
of gang violence. Nearly 70 percent of the homicides that
we see in this city have something to do with gangs,” he
said.

LAPD Adds 500 Officers

T

he ranks of the Los Angeles Police Department
have increased by 527 police officers since July
2005, meaning the city is halfway to Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa's goal of hiring 1,000 new cops
by 2010.
By the end of March, there were 9,720 police
officers in the city of Los Angeles -- the most since
November 1998, the mayor said.  
Police hiring is an ongoing issue at City Hall,
where city officials are trying to address a projected
$155 million deficit this fiscal year. Asked how he
plans to pay for any officers hired beyond the budgeted
amount this year, Villaraigosa said, “We're going to
figure it out.”
“I think we all get that the purpose of government
is to keep people safe so we can do the other very, very
important things that people need,” the mayor said.

Fire, Police Exempt City Employees Brace For Possible Layoffs

os Angeles city employees should prepare for
layoffs as department heads try to reduce a projected
multimillion-dollar deficit in the next fiscal year,
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa has announced.
Layoffs may not be inevitable, but the Personnel
Department is preparing for workers to be displaced or fired
by updating the work history of all city employees. Those
records are expected to be completed by April 7.
The mayor's office said it is too soon to speculate on
how many employees may be impacted.
“In order to maintain our commitment to expanding
public safety and providing essential city services, it is only

prudent to prepare ourselves for the tough actions which may
be necessary in the budget ahead,” Villaraigosa said.
Workers who are targeted in the layoffs may not
actually be fired. Under the City Charter, the person with the
least seniority in a particular position will be “suspended.”
Suspended workers can then displace employees who have
the same classification but less experience.
The city is facing a projected $155 million deficit in
the fiscal year which ends June 30, and a $300 million to
$500 million deficit in 2008-09. The deficit is the result of
lower-than-anticipated revenue from sales taxes, the taxes
from the sale of residential and commercial property and the

suspension of anticipated reimbursements from the state.
There are 25,000 civilian employees in City Councilcontrolled departments, which excludes the Airport, Harbor
and Water and Power departments.
The city's 9,700 sworn police officers and roughly
3,000 firefighters will not be subjected to layoffs.
“Fundamentally, a budget is a statement of values,
and in tough times we need to focus on our core mission as
a city,” Villaraigosa said. “L.A. is the most under-policed
big city in America, and I am committed to putting cops on
the street.”

Singing a Little Tune

I

learned something about myself
today, something good. A family
friend stopped by
the house to pick up
her daughter. While
we were chatting
she mentioned that
she thought I am
“good with my
children”. It gave
me pause to consider
that someone might
think such a thing,
since I’m pretty
sure they can hear
me all the way to
Timbuktu when I’m
trying to gain some
semblance of control
in my home.
“Even when
you don’t know I’m
watching” says she. Oh, this should
be rich….I wonder if I should call a
lawyer now?
“I saw you in the doctor’s
office…singing to your children” she
shares. Singing is one of the tactics
I use to keep everyone involved,
when everything is most likely to
unravel. I actually recall that day, I
had all three of the little ones and I
was trying desperately to keep things
at an even keel until we reached the
privacy of our van. I saw her, sitting in
the waiting room, child free. As I was

singing I waved from across the room
(stopping mid exit to talk would have
is inadvisable with
three hungry, tired
children under 4).
It gave me
comfort to know
that even when I
feel like my head
is about to explode
from the pressure
of
motherhood,
outwardly I can still
show my children,
and the rest of the
world, how much I
enjoy my life and
the people in it.
The next time you
feel like nothing
is going right, that
you’ve reached the
end of your rope, sing a little tune.
I guess I’m doing okay. Maybe
better than okay.

Valley

Mom

April, 2008
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Cynthia is the sleep deprived
mother of five wonderful children
and harried housewife to one hot
husband. You can find her on any
given day living, loving and laughing
with her family in Granada Hills. You
can contact Cynthia, your "Valley
Mom" via her website at http://
cynthiapetersoncommunications.com
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Pastor Dudley - Shepherd of the Hills

The 10,000 – Member
Local Church:
Scriptures, Preaching, Great Music

S

This month, we continue our interview with Pastor Dudley Rutherford, to take a deeper look
into the man behind the 10,000-member Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch:
Valley Voice: What is your biggest challenge as a
leader of a staff for a congregation of this size?
Dudley Rutherford: My biggest challenge is to
constantly be looking for quality staff to bring around
me and help fulfill the mission of the church. Today, I
am a blessed man because of the 150 people who make
up our church staff—each of whom are called by God
and gifted in a particular area. Collectively we just
make a great team.
Valley Voice: What makes a good leader?
Dudley Rutherford: I have heard it said that if no
one is following your direction or your dreams then
you’re not really a leader. So, I think being a good
leader is the ability to get people to follow and invest
in one’s dreams and direction. I believe God has put
certain leadership skills within me—the ability to cast
vision and the ability to guide and pastor a church. You
have to have a clear vision of what God wants, a clear
vision of the call of God upon your life, and you need to
get up every day with a purpose and a passion to work
toward that calling. I know that the two main things
God has called me to do as a pastor is to preach His
word (meaning, to speak His truth from the Bible) and
to share that with as many people as possible. I believe
I am not only to do that, but I am also to articulate the
Lord’s directions and ambitions for our church.
Valley Voice: How do you stay grounded?
Dudley Rutherford: I stay grounded by knowing
that this is God’s church. It’s the Lord’s church, and
it’s not mine. I know that the time the Lord has me here
is just for a season. My father was the one who first
told me, “Only believe about 10 percent of someone’s
bragging on, or criticism of you.” Because when
someone criticizes you, there might be a little truth to

it and you might need to change some things. Also,
if someone brags on you or compliments you, you’re
probably not as great as they say you are, but there’s
probably a little truth in it as well. So, I’ve always tried
to remain humble before the Lord. I try to serve him
and serve others—knowing that this is His church, that
I’m just someone He has called to lead here for this
particular season, and that He is already preparing the
person who will follow after me. I just do the very best
I can each and every day.
Valley Voice: What’s next for Shepherd of the
Hills?
Dudley Rutherford: Our church is starting satellite
campuses across the Valley and the state of California.
We have a satellite campus in Freemont, Brentwood,
Agua Dulce, Pasadena, and Woodland Hills. This year,
we’re launching a campus in the Antelope Valley and
one in Compton, and I’m real excited about these two
new ventures. After that, I don’t know what we’ve got
planned except that we might start planting churches
overseas. That will be a very challenging but rewarding
goal.
Valley Voice: What is your ideal day off?
Dudley Rutherford: My ideal day off is to not go
in the office, but to fish or to play a round of golf with
some friends. It’s good for me to be away from the
church, and the pressures of the church, on a day of rest.
Both fishing and golf have to do with being outdoors
and with nature, and I just really enjoy that. I also enjoy
hitting a good bookstore, and you’d be surprised but I
actually enjoy shopping some.
Valley Voice: Who are your favorite sports teams
and why?

++

==

Valley Voice: Name three people you admire most
in this world, alive today or passed, and why:
Dudley Rutherford: Well, obviously admire the
Lord Jesus Christ first and foremost for what He did
for us by dying on the cross and giving me the gift He
offers freely to everyone, the gift of everlasting life.
The second-most person I admire would be my father,
for raising me in a Christian home, always setting a
good example for me, and teaching me how to preach
and how to be a man. It would be interesting to go
back in a time machine to when Abraham Lincoln was
giving the Gettysburg Address and get to spend time
with him. I’m always amazed by what some of these
historical greats accomplished back in the day before
modern technology and travel. Lincoln would be my
third pick.
Valley Voice: You’re stranded on a deserted island.
Name one book, one food, one CD (and you can’t say
your ipod), and one other personal item that you’d want
to have there with you:

Dudley Rutherford: Obviously, my one book
is going to be the Bible. My one food would be
any kind of Mexican food, and my one CD would
probably be any album by MercyMe. The one
other personal item I’d want there with me would
be my fishing pole.

KNOWN FOR ADVANCED
MEDICINE & EXCEPTIONAL

DISCOUNTS.

PATIENT CARE & CLIENT SERVICE

es
Now Introduc

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

Pampered Boarding
Under a Doctor’s Watchful Eye

•Doctor Supervised •Extraordinarily Clean
•Large Heated/Air Conditioned Runs and Suites
•Gated Off-Leash Play Area
•Heated Floors

Ronald G Rauschenberger, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0606425
11157 Tampa Avenue
Northridge, CA 91326-2254
Bus: 818-360-3534

OPEN 7 DAYS & HOLIDAYS

www.chatvet.com

341-7770

Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®
P057015 9/05

Dudley Rutherford: My favorite sports teams in
college football are the Oklahoma Sooners and the
UCLA Bruins. For baseball, I’m a St. Louis Cardinals
fan, because my grandfather and my dad were both
Cardinals fans. For basketball, I love the Los Angeles
Lakers. I find myself following all kinds of sports from
NASCAR to golf to the X Games.

statefarm.com®

21418 Devonshire Chatsworth 91311

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL
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Editor’s Note:

“Don’t worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are always watching you.” Robert Fulghum

Dear Teacher

“Dear Teacher” is finally a way for
students, parents, and teachers to express
their concerns, ask questions, and seek
problem resolution regarding issues facing us
in the educational arena.
E-mail or snail mail “Dear Teacher” and
all correspondence will be answered. Some
will actually be published in this newspaper.

“Dear Teacher is looking forward to
hearing from you.
dearteacher@verizon.net
or
Dear Teacher
P.O. Box 7011
Mission Hills, CA 91346-7011

A Listening Ear; A Listening Heart
By Sandy Ojeda, Valley Voice Education Editor
Dear Teacher,
How do they decide what to
name a school? - A.L. 2nd
Grade; D.M. 5th Grade
Dear A.L. and D.M.,
Schools are often named for the actual street on which the school
was built, or for the city in which the school is located. Sometimes
the school is named in honor of a person such as Patrick Henry
Middle School or Oliver Wendell Holmes Middle School. It might
be interesting to do some research and learn about the people being
honored.
Dear Teacher,
There is this boy who
keeps on copying me all
the time, and I’m sick of
it. Can you help me?
- A. 2nd Grade
Dear A.,
It must be very
annoying
to
have
someone trying to copy
your work all of the

time. Maybe the teacher can sit him by himself. He’s definitely
developing a bad habit.
Dear Teacher,
I find it difficult, as a parent, to decide how many after school
activities in which to involve my six year old son.
Mrs. L.S.
Dear Mrs. L.S.,
Let’s not forget that children need some time to be children and
play, read, or spend time with family or friends. Also, children
often find it stressful when they are on overload. Try to focus on
the needs of your child and your family and not be pressured by
what other parents are doing with their children.
Dear Teacher,
I liked the website you included in your last column. Are there
more? I’m a teacher, but also a parent, and I used it for both
purposes. - Mr. M
Dear Mr. M,
I’m glad you found it helpful. I always research the websites
first, and I try to choose those that can be useful to children,
parents , and teachers. I’m planning to include a new website
with each issue.

Worthwhile Web - www.abcteach.com

Middle Class Task Force Meets

T

By LAUSD Board Member Tamar Galatzan

hrough periods of healthy budgets or massive deficits, higher or
lower average test scores, new building projects or a construction
freeze, one thing has remained constant: Numerous middle-class
parents feel alienated from the LAUSD.
The reasons for this are varied, but in the San Fernando Valley, the
evidence is there for all to see. Six closed campuses attest to a steady
decline in enrollment. Reversing this exodus won’t be easy or quick.
It’s my belief, however, that the effort must be made. The District
cannot afford to dismiss such an important constituency. This past
Saturday, I convened a meeting of a task force to address the issues that
cause middle-class families to seek other alternatives for their children’s
education. Several Board Members and Superintendent Brewer made the
early morning trek to Lake Balboa to hear LAUSD parents and other
stakeholders offer their ideas to improve middle class schools across the
District.
The task force will be meeting periodically over the next several
months to explore ways of bringing middle class students back to the
District. By the fall, I hope to present a comprehensive plan to the Board
for approval.

School Layoffs

A
Mackenzie Electric
License#80732

“All Home Electrical Needs”
• All Upgrade: Panels, Circuits
• New outlets
• Recessed Lights, Ceiling Fans
• Outdoor Lighting
• Troubleshooting and Repairs
30 years experience
Free estimates

(818) 970-6989 or   (805) 522-9818
April, 2008

LAUSD Could Face
$560 Million Cut

s many as 20,000 teachers, administrators, librarians, school
nurses and other support staff across California have received
notices that they could be laid off in response to proposed state
budget cuts, according to state Superintendent of Public Instruction
Jack O'Connell.
During a visit to Inglewood High School - where more than a
dozen teachers could lose their jobs - O'Connell said Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger's proposed cuts to education could be devastating for
schools across the state.
“We have already learned that for many school districts up and
down the state, summer school is going to be significantly scaled back,
if offered at all,” he said. “Far too many athletic programs, too many
programs in the arts, far too many of our AP (advanced placement)
classes ... far too many of our resources that we're going to need technical education - will not be available.”
When announcing a proposed $141 billion state budget in January,
Schwarzenegger cut the projected increase for virtually every state
agency by 10 percent because of a then-projected $14.5 billion deficit
caused by declining state tax revenue from the economic downturn.
The projected increase in the education budget was cut by $4.4
billion, or $2.4 billion less than the current fiscal year, Palmer said.
On Feb. 20, the Legislative Analyst's Office issued an analysis of
the 2008-2009 budget bill where the deficit was projected to be about
$16 billion “primarily due to the continued deterioration of the state's
revenue outlook.”
According to the California Teachers Association, a teachers
union, the proposed cuts would mean the loss of $560 million for the
Los Angeles Unified School District through 2008-2009, equivalent to
$946 per student.
LAUSD has sent out notices of possible layoffs to 3,000 administrative
staff members, though none to teachers, according to NBC4.

www.evalleyvoice.com

Page 8

LOCAL Events
District Sponsors Collaborative
Fall Workshop
For Parents of Children with IEPs

T

he Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD)
Division of Special Education Spring Workshop for
Parents of Children with IEPs will bring together Local
District 1 and Support Unit North to help provide training
and support for parents on Wednesday, April 30, 8 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., at Devonshire School Site, 10045 Jumilla Avenue
Chatsworth.
The theme of the workshop, “Parents as Partners”
reflects the goal of the workshop - to provide training
for parents seeking ways to support the education and
development of young people with disabilities.
Individuals or businesses who would like to be
donors of the Spring Workshop for Parents of Children
with IEPs can call Anita Churchville at (818) 256-2901. All
contributors will be recognized on the day of the event.

Foreclosure Prevention Workshop

F

oreclosure Prevention Workshop hosted by Governor
Schwarzenegger's Task Force on Non-Traditional
Mortgages and Los Angeles Neighborhood Housing
Services will be on Saturday, April 26th, 10:00 a.m.- 2:00
p.m. at California Science Center at Exposition Park, Los
Angeles.
Credit counselors, loan servicers and lenders will offer
on-site assistance and information on options available to
help keep you in your home.
Please bring your loan documents and other
relevant financial information to the event.
For more information, please visit YourHome.ca.gov
or SuCasa.ca.gov.
Please call (916) 653-4090 if you have any questions.
Mention this event for free parking.
Admission is free.

Fibromyalgia Health Discussion

W

hole Foods Market, Porter Ranch, will host a
Fibromyalgia Health Discussion, Wednesday, April
16, 7 p.m., according to Jae-Min Mandala.
The meeting is free, and will take place at 19340
Rinaldi Street.
Featured speaker will be Dr. Gil Kajiki of Tarzana. Key
highlights Dr. Kajiki will focus on during this discussion
include the autonomic nervous system, neurological
Fibromyalgia, body oxygen depletion, methods of treatment,
nutritional recommendations.

Chime Charter Middle School
Spring Fling April 12

C

hime Charter Middle School will hold its 3rd Annual
“Spring Fling,” Saturday, April 12, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
22280 Devonshire St., Chatsworth.
The annual outdoor fund raising event generates funds
for student activities and class programs at the school.
The school is also offering a unique Prize Raffle
contest (tickets may be obtained in advance from the
school or day of the event) for the highly sought after-“Wii
Entertainment System”, bundled with the Guitar Hero III
video game (guitar and game), as well as an autographed
Hanna Montana DVD set from Disney Channel star Miley
Cyrus, and an autographed CD from The Disney Channel’s
Jonas Brothers.
Admission is free and open to the public.
For more information or to buy raffle tickets, please
call (818) 998-6794.

S

Spelling Bee

CORE! Educational Centers is holding a free Spelling Bee
event for San Fernando Valley area students on Saturday,
March 29th from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the West
Valley Playhouse in Canoga Park.
Students will be asked to spell grade-appropriate
words in a group setting. Prizes will be given for the best
speller in each grade.
The Spelling Bee is open to all children in San
Fernando Valley and surrounding communities.
For further information or to register for the event,
families should call the center at 818-831-3756 or email
natalia.diaz@kaplan.com.
April, 2008

Chamber Music Concert

F

our student ensembles from the Cal State/Northridge
Music Department perform Tuesday, April 8, 6:30 p.m.
at the Porter Ranch Library, 11371 Tampa Ave.
Call the library at 818 360-5706 to reserve your place.

FLCS Spring Carnival

T

he 2008 First Lutheran Christian School Northridge
Spring Carnival is proud to announce “A Celebration
of Academic Excellence”. The first 100 children from
the San Fernando Valley community who bring in a 2008
original report card with “A” and “B” equivalents in the
core subjects of Language Arts, History, Math and Science
will be given free and unlimited carnival rides for one full
day and be awarded a Certificate of Recognition for their
achievements.
The event will be on Thursday, April 24th from 5
p.m. to 8 p. m., Friday, April 25th from 5p.m. to 10 p. m.,
Saturday, April 26th from noon – 10 p. m. and Sunday, April
27th from noon to 9 p.m.
In addition to the carnival rides, families can enjoy
games, pop-corn, ice-cream, cotton candy, hot dogs, pizza...
all the fun carnival staples.
First Lutheran Christian School is located at: 18355
Roscoe Blvd. in Northridge. (Across the street from the
Northridge Hospital)
For more information the Public may call (818) 885-1655.

Free Tax Clinic

T

he Bookstein Tax Clinic at Cal State Northridge now
offers free consultations for low income taxpayers who
have disputes with the IRS. This unique and innovative
service to the community is offered through the support of
the Bookstein Institute for Higher Education in Taxation and
a matching grant from the U.S. Treasury Department.
The services are offered by students who are supervised
by an experienced tax attorney.
Services are offered in English and in Spanish.
To schedule an appointment, please call (818)677-3600.
For more details, visit their website at: northridgeacctis.com/
bookstein/current_student_tax_clinic.htm.

Handbell Concert

O

n April 20 at 3 PM in the Northridge United Methodist
Church Sanctuary, the Celebration Ringers will present
their annual Spring Concert.
Come and enjoy hearing 5 octaves of Handbells.
NUMC is located at 9650 Reseda Blvd. at Superior in
Northridge.

Taize Service

A

Taize Service will be held at Northridge United Methodist
Church on April 27 at 6.30 PM in the Sanctuary. Come
share in our service of prayer in song, word and silence.
Childcare is provided.
NUMC is located at 9650 Reseda Blvd. at Superior
in Northridge.
For more information, call: 818-886-1555.

W

English Tea at Local Church

omen and girls age 10 and up are invited to an English
Tea at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 8520 Winnetka
on Sunday morning, April 13th at 11:00 a.m.
English Tea will be served and the guest speaker will
be Fay Angus, well known author, speaker and contributor to
Daily Guidepost. Babysitting services will be provided but
must RSVP a space.
Please call Erika at 818-993-3408 or Norma at 818885-7202 with questions or to order tickets.

Big Sunday: Mayor's Day of Service
Sunday, May 3 - 8-noon

F

or this Day of Service will focus on Chatsworth,
Canoga Park and West Hills. There will be
beautification projects, tree giveaways, and other
activities throughout the area. For more information
or to sign up as a volunteer, please contact Tessa
Charnosfky at (213)778-4990 or email Tessa.Charnofsky@
lacity.org.
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Laina
LainaTreuhaft
Treuhaft
Do Distance Relationships Work?
M

By Laina Treuhaft, Valley Voice Contributor

W

Valley Voice Photo

hen it comes to distance what makes a relationship work? I have friends
who live out of state that I consider very close friends, even my closest
friends. People who when I lived near them, I saw them all the time and
talked to them daily. Now that we are several states away we remain close but at
the same time talk very seldom. Of course you send e-mails and you talk on the
phone every once in a while but it still just isn’t the same. So when it comes to
actual relationships between two people dating each other: do they work with the
distance in between?
My experience has always been no. They just don’t work. I tried maintaining
my relationship that I was in when I moved away to college and it went on and
off. In the end it just didn’t work out. We both tried, but moving away to a small
college town didn’t really help the situation. Now that I’m older I have attempted
long distance relationships again. I had a boyfriend for six months who lived about
2.5 hours away. We talked daily and saw each other every weekend. But it was
still difficult. We broke up and still remain friends. Once again, I swore off long
distance relationships. Then about two years later I found myself in yet another
semi-long distance relationship. Now really it was only about 35 miles separating
us but it was still a drive and we only saw each other on weekends and periodically
one night a week, if I was willing to make the trip and of course wake up at 5 a.m.
to head back to work.
In my opinion relationships need water to grow. [see: how does your garden
grow] You need attention and affection and that interaction on a daily basis.
Whether it be phone calls, text messages, and hugs and kisses, you need that in
your relationship to have it thrive. But…what if you meet someone you click with
who lives far away from you? What do you do if you start building a relationship
with someone and you just can’t help falling for them? Do you take the chance
and see what happens? Do you even attempt to make a relationship work if you

have always believed the more the miles means the more
it’s doomed? That’s where I’m stuck. Me, with my strong
opinions and certainties and rules on ‘relationship’ topics,
can’t decide if you can really make the miles in between
seem invincible in a relationship.
Everybody is different. This I know. Some people need their space and some
people are so co-dependent that they want their partner there at all times attached to
their hip. But what if you are in between? What if you want your nights with your
‘girls’ and want your time for work, gym, etc, etc. Then you want your nights when
you can just come home and know your boyfriend/girlfriend will just come over
and snuggle up on the couch with you to watch a movie? How do you make it seem
worth it when your significant other lives hundreds of miles away? Does it just take
two people who are so committed and trustworthy of each other to make it last?
Maybe knowing they are the only person on your mind when you wake up and the
last person you think of before you go to bed can get you through the days until you
see them again. Only time really tells.
The way I see it, you have nothing to lose. In everything we do we can only
find out the end results if we take the plunge. If you meet someone who makes you
have butterflies in your stomach every time the phone rings with their name showing
then that says something. If you meet someone and they just get you and you get
them then why not attempt something more with them? Why pass up something
that could end great? As long as you are both making an equal effort and both trust
each other completely then I believe that maybe it can work. It will definitely have
its down sides but if you try it, and it does work, wasn’t it worth the struggles you
withstood in the beginning? Everything is worth the struggle, when it turns out great
in the end.

(Continued from page 3)

Laina Treuhaft

M

Judges.....Illegal Immigrants
included both Republican- and Democratic-appointed judges. In the term
loved by the mainstream media, there is now bipartisan judicial support for
state and local legislation against illegal immigrants.
University of Missouri at Kansas City Law professor Kris Kobach
says these decisions give "a green light to other communities" seeking to
pass similar ordinances.
Hazleton, Mo., Mayor Lou Barletta vigorously supported his city's
ordinance cracking down on illegal immigrants. Despite being vilified by
liberal Pennsylvania newspapers, he won nearly 95 percent of the vote in
his Republican primary for re-election last year.But that wasn't all. In the
same election, Barletta also won the Democratic nomination on a writein vote, defeating the leading candidate in the Democratic primary by a
stunning 2-to-1 margin.
In the Arizona case, the court noted the research of George Borjas, an
economist at the Harvard University Kennedy School of Government, who
concluded that hiring illegal immigrants depresses wages for legal workers
because illegals accept lower pay without benefits. Those hardest hit are
uneducated legal workers, who in Arizona alone lost $1.4 billion in 2006 in
the form of lower wages.
The eight months between now and the November election give
states, cities and towns ample time to do what Congress has failed to do:
protect U.S. citizens against the lawless entry of illegal immigrants. That
means penalizing employers who hire illegal immigrants and landlords
who lease to them.
It is long overdue for public officials to rid the United States of
imported crimes and to stand up for legal workers, especially the poorly
educated ones who need an entry-level job to start building their lives. Now
that a green light has been provided by the courts, states and cities should
proceed full steam ahead to protect their citizens from illegal immigrants.
Copley News Service

Dr. Seuss’ Horton
Hears a Who

F

By Masashi Musha, Valley Voice Movie Reviewer

eaturing the voices of Jim Carrey and Steve Carell, the
story is about a compassionate elephant, named Horton,
who stumbles across a tiny people inhabiting a small speck.
He must preserve this tiny world called “Who-ville” from being
destroyed by the dangerous forces in his own animal world.
The movie is faithful to the basic plot of Dr. Seuss’ children
book, but what is lost is the weird and mysterious quality of the
drawings and the narration. In the movie, you still have the rhyming
narration speckled through out the story, but when it’s there, it’s a
little annoying and intrusive.
Still, the movie is enjoyable because you’re able to switch
back and forth from two fantasy worlds which are oblivious to the
existence of the other.
Jim Carrey (Horton) and Steve Carell (the mayor) are
hilarious, but they seem like extensions of characters they have
played on other t.v. shows or movies. For instance, Jim Carrey
spits out his usual exaggerated impersonations while Steve Carell
plays his usual dweebish self like he does on the t.v. show, “The
Office.”
However, the good thing about the movie is that, although
it’s a children’s movie (rated G), both children and adults can get
a kick out of this adaptation of Dr. Seuss’ wacky, imaginative
world.
April, 2008
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Misery Is A Joke

All Fired Up!

By Liane Caryl, M.D.,Valley Voice Contributor

W

ho says you shouldn’t laugh at death or war? Laughter releases tension and anger and helps
to temper the stresses of horrific situations. That’s why jokes pop up quickly in response to
negative news: e.g. the war in Iraq, OJ, 9-11, Client 9. That’s why Jay Leno gets paid the big

bucks.
Flare-ups of certain medical conditions, such as diabetes, heart disease, and depression have been
linked to “negative” emotions, such as fear and rage, and research has shown that laughter and humor,
which promote “positive” emotions, can temper these flare-ups. Develop a strong sense of humor and live
longer and healthier.
Unfortunately, we don’t laugh enough as a society….even on the air. Have you ever watched a TV
sitcom and all of a sudden you hear the audience howling with laughter, so you start wondering that either
you missed something, or you don’t really have a sense of humor? Don’t worry. The audience doesn’t know
what they’re laughing at either because most of them are dead. The laugh tracks used on sitcoms come
from tapes originally recorded in the 1950’s during broadcasts of “The Red Skelton Show”. The producer
drops the laughter in wherever he or she thinks it’s needed.
People are not used to laughing at problems and taking themselves less seriously. They would rather
take a pill thinking they can become happy instantaneously. There are pills that will elevate a depressed
mood, but there are no pills that will give you a sense of humor. You have to get it for yourself. You can
do that by turning your miseries into positive situations. Some of the biggest names in comedy – Woody
Allen, George Carlin, Lewis Black – do not have happy personas. However, they have turned their misery
into a positive by making fun of it. A happiness-inducing medication would have ruined their careers.
Everyone’s sense of humor will be different. To develop your own sense of humor, first figure out
what makes you miserable. That shouldn’t be too difficult. Then, make fun of it. Rant and rave, and don’t
censor your thoughts. Great comedy routines have come out of simple ranting and raving.
If you need more misery in your life to rant and rave about, try these ideas:
Go to the dentist
Go into business with a relative
Go on a blind date arranged by your mother
Remember, you are your own producer when it comes to your life script. Life doesn’t always have to
be a drama. Make yours a sitcom. Just drop in your own laugh track. Doctor’s orders. Oh, and please send
a copy of this article to your dentist.
© DoctorzOrderz 2008

Let’s Tell It Like It Really Is
By Duncan Bleek, The Voice of Good Entertainment

N

othing new to report, however I am passing along to you a letter from one of the music
services I subscribe to. This will sum up why for the most part the entertainment sucks in this
Valley of the Talentless (HERE):
“Regarding club owners, this really needs to be addressed. When I started playing cover clubs
20 years ago, bands were getting about $250 a night. Now, bands are getting about $300 a night, not
even keeping up with inflation. I have seen many club owners who don't seem to care about quality
- a jam night will get just as many people in the bar as a decent band, so why not go with guys that'll
take $35-$50 each? And if a lousy band brings in their friends, it's better than a good band that
doesn't. This may destroy the clubs' future, but if they aren't looking past this week, it won't matter
to them - and this thinking is what wrecks the club scene in the long run - just as I think pay-to-play
wrecked the original music scene in Los Angeles in the 80s.
You would think that if a club develops a reputation for having great live music it would
increase their business. But if they don't care then it doesn't matter. Clubs seem to have a rapid
turnover in management and ownership. Ever walk into an empty club or bar and wonder how they
stay in business?
And the other side of the situation are the musicians themselves - there are plenty of 'weekend
warrior' bands - very fine musicians with a tight sound - and day jobs that pay them enough so that
they don't care if they make a buck or not - they're playing mainly for fun. Situations like these were
not as prevalent years ago.
So how do we as musicians fix this? There is something in place that can help, and in fact it was
designed to fix this sort of thing – but never has - it's called a union. Why has the musicians union
never functioned in this area? How many working-class musicians do you know who are members
getting results? They only benefit if they work in "union shops" - like TV, radio, film recording, or
stage.
Why is that? It's a Catch-22 - the musicians that really need organized help are too poor to
afford the dues? Is it that at the club level, it's just not a big enough payoff to the officers of the
union? Can't the membership take any effective action on the club scene to raise wages? What would
happen if musicians started picketing the clubs with signs saying "Unfair to Musicians"? Hundreds
of years ago there were Guilds who not only protected their members but also set standards of
quality, competence and professionalism within their field - what would that be worth today?”
Conveniently located between the Simi and San Fernando valleys, “The Villa” is nestled in the rustic
chaparral of the Santa Susana Mountains and offers students a unique experience in learning.

TheVilla for the Arts
Pottery & Sculpture Classes
in a beautiful and relaxing environment

 Discover the fulfillment of artistic
expression in clay!







No previous art experience necessary!
Morning, evening and Saturday classes
Kid’s clay classes, too! (8-years and up.)
State-of-the-art ceramic studio

Classes fill quickly! Sign up now!

FREE CLAY!
FOR ALL FIRST-TIME
STUDENTS

Local couple shares their passion for ceramic arts teaching
pottery and sculpture classes in a unique environment.

I

t must have been destiny when artists Mary and William Barnhill
met—she owned a potter’s wheel and he had a kiln. When they
outgrew the studio they shared in The Valley, they decided to move
and “live on the fringes” of the city in a more rural setting. After much
investigation, they discovered a secluded neighborhood nestled in the
rustic chaparral of the Santa Susana Mountains between the Simi and San
Fernando Valleys. There they found a little slice of paradise to get their
creative juices flowing.
The Barnhills have since developed their studio and gardens into an

oasis from the hectic pace down below. “We’re so fortunate to live here
and have this great place to work in,” said Bill, “so we thought why not
share this experience with others?” And with that, The Villa for the Arts
was born. They opened their studio to the public to teach in an atmosphere
that offers sanctuary from the bustling world outside. Their mission is to
provide students and artists an opportunity to explore the art and craft of
ceramics in a harmonious environment that encourages relaxation, artistic
expression and just plain fun!
No previous art experience is necessary. Students learn the
fundamentals of this ancient art form beginning with hand-building and
then “throwing” on the potter’s wheel. According to Mary, “Classes are
small, so everyone gets a lot of individual attention.” Tuition is affordable
and classes are available weekday mornings and evenings, and Saturday
mornings. With the addition of Larry Johnson—a twenty-year veteran of
teaching art—The Villa for the Arts also offers an excellent class in clay
sculpture and a children’s clay art class.
Not your average home-based art school, “The Villa” is a special
place that offers students the perfect surroundings for artistic inspiration.
The studio is spacious and well-equipped with six potter’s wheels, a slab
roller, a clay extruder and three electric kilns. “We have a nice selection
of glazes allowing our students to be really creative”, says Bill, a.k.a. the
“Kiln Master”. There is a small store stocked with art supplies as well as
fresh coffee and snacks. With a view of the front garden and the mountains,
the studio makes for a pleasant working environment.
But the real difference at The Villa for the Arts is that it possesses
an uncommon ambiance—an atmosphere of harmony and creativity. “The
Villa is an escape from our frenzied lifestyle if only for a couple of hours,”
said Mary. “Those attending classes are invited to enjoy the grounds
surrounding the studio.” There are several picturesque sitting areas in the
“Contemplation Garden” where one can enjoy a fresh cup of hot java or
tea as hummingbirds dart about the garden. Though you may travel only
a few minutes to get there, at The Villa for the Arts, you are a million
miles from the city.
Photos of the studio and gardens, class descriptions and session
schedules are available at their web site at www.thevillaforthearts.com
or call 805/526-0949 to speak with Mary or Bill

Porter Ranch Pharmacy
Free Delivery

25% off
Soaps, Lotions &
Candles with this
coupon

Twice the fun! Get a
friend to enroll and save
$20.00 off your own
tuition fee!

For class descriptions, schedules and photos of our studio and gardens visit our website at:

www.thevillaforthearts.com
or call us at 805/526-0949
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SPRING WONDERS
By Rochelle Linick, Valley Voice Contributor

O

ne part of my Iowa roots which breaks ground every spring is the need possible for him to leave when the others stayed, he said he really didn’t know.
for traditional mid-western spring flowers. My California garden begins
All he could tell me was that he HAD TO GET OUT. He knew from the time he
to bloom in January with delicate paper whites, followed by yellow crocus, was a youngster. He had to find a way out. And he did. Thankfully, it was through
grape hyacinth, red tulips, purple iris and my favorite … fragrant lilacs. Some years study and hard work, not through less lofty means. But in spite of the example he
are better than others, depending on how well I planned the previous autumn. Some felt he was providing to his younger brothers and sisters, not one of them followed
years are meager. No years are devoid of these beautiful touchstones of a true Iowa in his footsteps.
spring.
If I could tell you his siblings are happy with the choices they made, that would
This year has both amused and amazed me. I have more than a dozen iris plants be the end of it. But they aren’t. They are unhappy with what they consider their
against both the southern and northern block walls of my backyard. They almost grow lot in life and resent their older brother’s fortunes. Never do they recognize the
as I watch; each plant getting fuller and greener as the days go by. But right smack in sacrifices and difficulties he endured to make his dreams come true. I can’t help but
the middle of each of these groupings of iris, one plant has a flower stalk almost four wonder why.
feet tall. On the northern wall, the stalk is in full bloom with two magnificent, white
What caused his being to absorb all the right nutrients and not his siblings?
blossoms and one blossom that has already faded. On the southern wall the stalk has Where does this internal hunger and drive come from? How can we instill it in
three buds due to burst forth any moment. I can’t help but wonder why.
others? Maybe if we could figure this out we could eliminate, or at least greatly
Why does just one of each grouping grab the right amount of sunlight, water and reduce, the drop -out rate, and crime, and poverty, etc. etc. So now I can’t help but
nutrients to be in full bloom while all the other 22 plants have not sent forth so much wonder how?
as one small stalk? What could possibly differentiate
these two from the rest?
As I consider this conundrum, I realize that for me
it is the same question for people. What is it that sends
one sibling out of the barrio, or the ghetto, or the … you
supply the appropriate name … while the other siblings
stay behind?
I once worked in the corporate world with a young
Latino professional who had been born and raised in the
barrio of East Los Angeles. He told me he had siblings
who still lived in the barrio and who resented his rather
upscale lifestyle. When I asked him what had made it
The Ultimate Day Camp Experience

Kids Love Summer...We Love Kids.

Don’t Forget About
Easter Too Soon
By Pastor Eugene Curry

M

arch has past us by and, this year, that means
that Easter has come and gone as well. But
while Easter Sunday may be just a memory
brought to mind by the now drastically discounted
chocolate bunnies and swiftly disappearing Cadbury
Crème Eggs, the reality at which that day hinted still
lingers. Thus, for centuries, the Church has recognized
Easter not just as a single day which points back to a
singular historical event (the first Easter) but as the
beginning of a new season that mirrors the new era into
which the first Easter ushered our world.
The Easter season, also called Eastertide by those
with an antiquarian bent, is a time in which Christians
focus on those painfully few weeks between the
resurrection of Jesus and His subsequent ascension into
heaven. For the first disciples this was no doubt a time
of joy mixed with confusion: What exactly does the
empty tomb imply? What are we to make of the fact
that Jesus, a man we saw die, has appeared to us, even
eaten with us? How does this change things—our faith,
the way we see the world, our very lives? We might
imagine that all of these questions buzzed through the
minds of the Apostles between their fleeting encounters
with the risen Jesus. And as such the Easter season is
an opportunity for us to ask ourselves the very same
questions: essentially, what does Easter mean for us?
For starters it means hope, confident hope. The
Hebrew scriptures contain a number of brief and oblique
references to some kind of life after death, even some
kind of resurrection. But in the experiences of Jesus
these glimmering sparks were fanned into full flame;
the abstract and plausibly deniable promises of the
prophets and others were represented and enacted in a
physical example. And thus our hopes, as people living
in the great Eastertide of history, that the grave need not
conquer and that death need not be the end are nourished
and strengthened.
Further, this season means clarity of purpose. Just
as Jesus’ empty tomb confirms that life extends beyond
death, indeed triumphs over death through Him, so that
triumph stands arrayed like an invincible army against
the despair and nihilistic dissolution that characterizes
so many modern lives. Far from a trivial and absurd
respite before “the inevitable”, life takes on a vastly
more significant character. For if death is merely a
temporary imposition prior to the beginning of a far
fuller and longer-lasting existence then those elements
of our life that insinuate their importance to our spirits—
our relationships with God, our families, our duties, and
so on—acquire a significance they would not otherwise
have.
Of course there are further implications one could
divine. But part of the fun of the Easter season is to
ponder over these questions oneself. And so I invite
you to consider what Easter means for you. And don’t
worry, there’s no rush; Eastertide extends into early May
this year.
Eugene Curry is the Senior Pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Granada Hills.
April, 2008

OPEN HOUSE DATES:
April 13th

and

June 1st

1 p.m.– 4 p.m.

Day Camp Adventure camp
Teen camp sports world
drama camp Movie Making Camp
Baseball Camp
Cheer Camp Magic Video Arcade
Games Aquatics 110’ Water Slide
Theme Days & Overnights
Inflatable Water Adventures
Computers Movie magic
Climbing Wall
Archery Go-karts
Obstacle Course
Karaoke Playground
Karate Music Dance
Hiking Ponies Field Sports
Arts and Crafts Golf
Drama Fun with Science
Baking Gymnastics Nature
Crafts Recreation Room Bingo
Bonanza $ierra Bucks Prizes &
Surprises Power Wheels ...and More!

SIERRACANYONDAYCAMP
11052 Independence Ave. • Chatsworth, CA • 818-882-8121

www.sierracanyondaycamp.com
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