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Loud and Clear - Northridge Wants a High School

“You may fool all the people some of the time; you can even 
fool some of the people all the time; but you can’t fool all of 
the people all of the time.”    - Abraham Lincoln

Northridge Academy High School, opened in 2004 in partnership with CSUN, and located on 
campus there, was never intended for students residing in Porter Ranch – Northridge. It has enrollment of 
over 900, and only one in five applicants are accepted.

For generations, the Northridge community has shuffled off its kids to public high schools in 
Granada Hills and Chatsworth, sacrificing a great deal of time, and distance. Yet Northridge’s only high 
school, NAHO, is open only to the neighborhoods serving Monroe H.S., Cleveland H.S. and Granada 
Hills Charter H.S.  Confused?         

How did our community become the “ship them out, ship them in” patsies of the Los Angeles 
Unified School District? How has Porter Ranch gone 35 years between elementary schools (Castle Bay 
at twice its intended enrollment, the new K-8 not expected to open until 2012)? Why does such a small 
portion of our tax dollars stay here for education?

Is there “bad blood” with our part of the San Fernando Valley and the LAUSD, and City Hall?
We obviously struck many “nerves,” when the Valley Voice started researching these questions 

over 90 days ago. In contacting hundreds of residents in the northwest Valley, we did not have the space 
to print the reactions from many. (Please see related story this page, and page 2). Over 90% had negative 
reviews of the school district.

Coincidentally, the Daily News reported on July 24 that a “limited” poll done for the Mayor 
showed 73% of those surveyed in Los Angeles believe the school board is doing a poor, or just fair job. 
A majority of our readers interviewed had voted for succeeding from the City, so it was no surprise their 
negative feelings literally “fell off the charts, and disappeared from radar.”

A shocking report submitted to us, and printed on page 2, reports of a taxpayer’s discussion with 
a LAUSD employee at a meeting for the new K-8 Porter Ranch School. “When would Porter Ranch 
– (Northridge) get its own high school? “ The mean-spirited response: “NEVER!”

A number of responses printed in this issue criticize the lack of support for its own higher education 
facility from their elected school and city officials, claiming they haven’t demonstrated any initiation or 
public support.

In order to get comments from our officials I first checked with Tamar Galatzan, our school board 
member. Thomas Waldman, public relations, said neither his office or LAUSD, had received complaints 
from Northridge residents.

Mitch Englander, Chief of Staff for Councilman Greig Smith, was much more positive.
Stating that his office would support a high school for Northridge, he also reminded me of their 

leadership role in securing the new K-8 school. He cautioned, however, that the parents must be the 
leading force in presenting their case for the new project – and “now.”

In attempting to separate the opinions, and seek the facts, I recently interviewed Ramon Cortines, 
senior deputy commissioner, LAUSD, at his downtown office. After 45 minutes of discussion, he 
unequivocally supported a new high school for Northridge (without giving a time frame); provided me 
with two names of “important” LAUSD officials to contact for guidance; thanked our community for its 
consistent support at the ballot box for Los Angeles schools (and hoped for the same this November); 
and finally this advice: “The Valley Voice, the parents, the students will have to do most of the work. It 
will not happen overnight, but it could and should be done.”

The particulars of the new multi-billion bond measure reveal that much of the money would go to 
“relieving overcrowding on middle and high school campuses.”

According to officials at two of LAUSD’s departments that plan for new schools, Northridge does 
not need its own high school. Both Facilities, and Demographic Departments, claim Chatsworth H.S. 
and the new Granada Hills high school now under construction, will be adequate for many years. 

This was contradicted by Donna Smith, former teacher, principal, and recent deputy to school 
board member, Jon Lauritzen. “While Chatsworth is a large school, its 3000-student enrollment keeps 
growing. The Granada Hills high school under construction won’t open for years, and will have to first 
serve the overcrowding from other nearby schools. Not today, or tomorrow, but Northridge will need its 
own in the very near future.” 

From previous experiences in locating schools, she reminded us of NIMBY (Not in My Back 
Yard), that most residents would want a new facility, “but not in their backyard.”  (At this time the issue 
of a location north or south of the 118 Freeway is too premature.

I believe “Abe” is with us!
Please send all your comments, pro and con, and your interest in serving the need of a Northridge 

High School, to mel@evalleyvoice.com

Northridge 
Migration

Reiter-
Wrong?

“We’re Tired of Commuting”

Granada Hills, Chatsworth
Are Closest Schools

By Shweta Saraswat and Christina Toroyan,
Valley Voice reporters

Northridge community members have displayed their 
opinions about not having a “traditional,” public high 
school in their city they can attend. They want their 

voices to be heard about the need of new high schools for 
the kids in the community. 

“I never realized before how much this city actually 
needs a high school, until I thought about it,” said Kareen Boyadjian, 
a resident of Northridge. “I wish there had been a high school in Northridge 
so I could have attended one in my own city.” 

“It’s not fair for the kids that live in Northridge that they must commute 
to attend a public high school,” said Garine Maraslian. “The point of a public 
high school is for it to be close-by.”

“I think a high school in the city is necessary. More high schools are 
never a problem,” said Teny Sarkessians, a resident of Northridge.

The residents were also quite upset to find out that the school board 
members would not take the time to discuss the issue with the community. 

“This is an urgent issue,” said Boyadjian. “I don’t understand why the 
board members don’t care enough to speak to us about it. They’re not really 
doing what they promised they would.”

There were residents who expressed their concern for the need of more 
high schools, but the inability to be able to finance them with teachers.

“We really need more high schools in this city, but first we need to be 
able to find a way to pay for the teachers and the supplies, because without 
that, there wouldn’t really be much of a school system,” said Sarkessians.

Molly Stein has been a member of the Northridge community for the 
past 25 years, 13 of which she has spent in Porter Ranch.

“Thirteen years ago I didn’t expect our area to grow so fast,” said 
Stein.  “There are so many kids here now.”

Despite this apparent increase in population, the children of Stein’s 
community lack their own high school. They have the choice to go to either 
Granada Hills Charter High School or Chatsworth High School, both of 
which have over 3,000 students attending.

Northridge Academy High School at CSUN was not built for 
Northridge students.

“I really want to see smaller class sizes in a smaller school,” said Stein, 
explaining her decision to send her son Joshua, 14, to a private school.

Considering the high enrollment in local high schools, Northridge 
resident David Adler, feels that “there are enough students for a new high 
school.”

 “I think the first thing a new school will need is good P.R., 
otherwise people in the area won’t know how good the school is,” said 
Adler, suggesting that parents may prefer to send their children to schools 
they are familiar with before they would try out a new school they know 
nothing about.

“I would consider sending my son to a new high school,” said Adler, 
whose son Sean, 14, will be entering Granada Hills Charter High School in 
the fall.

Elementary school teacher and Northridge resident Vijaydeep 
Upadhyay, also thinks the community deserves more.

“A new high school is definitely needed,” said Upadhyay, who sends 
his son Divyadeep, 15, to Northridge Academy. “Northridge Academy lacks 
a lot of basic things a school needs, like a football field, and it can’t expand 
because it is surrounded by CSUN’s property. Instead we should have a 
brand new school on LAUSD property.”

Upadhyay also commented that “a lot of kids don’t feel like a part of 
the community at their high school,” referring to the number of students 
from Northridge and Porter Ranch who have to “migrate”  schools in 
Granada or Chatsworth.

“If our district gets funding,” said Upadhyay, “it needs to meet the 
needs of the community.

It’s apparent that locals are looking for a high school to call their 
own, but in today’s rather tumultuous budget climate, that expectation may 
remain unfulfilled.

(Comments welcome to mel@evalleyvoice.com)
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Will LAUSD, City Hall Listen?

Our Community Responds: Build Us Our High School!

I have seen a desperate need for a  High School 
for a long time, so thank you for exploring this issue.  
The City Council person has seemed to ignore the need 
for relief of the overcrowded adjacent high schools. 
The desperately needed new high school will not only 
need the support of the LAUSD people but that of 
City Councilman G. Smith who has still to prove his 
commitment to this issue.  

 This is just to address the funding and poor 
planning arguments which always seems to arise, 
specially during these tough economic times.

 Without a new high school, I feel the downward 
spiral of the local schools will continue due to their 
stressed facilities.

Gratefully,
Robert Scheinholtz

I have been an educator for 21 years, 12 of which 
have been as a school administrator.  I have presented 
workshops and coached teachers on improving 
instruction and student academic achievement.

I have met with Ramon Cortines and have not 
found him to take any action supporting the north valley 
area.  I was the Executive Director of LEAP Academy, 
the high performing charter high school located in 
Chatsworth that closed its doors after losing our lease.  

LEAP did help serve the Porter Ranch area.  Many 
of our students were from that neighborhood.  I myself 
am a nearby resident.  I actually placed a deposit down 
on a beautiful yet-to-be-built home in Porter Ranch 
several years ago...and asked for my deposit back when 
I discovered that I would have to shuttle my children to 
schools in Chatsworth.  

I spoke with an LAUSD representative (Maria) 
at the July Design/Development meeting at Germain 
elementary.  The meeting was about the K-8 span school 
finally being built.  I asked her point blank about how 
long before they would make a high school in Porter 
Ranch - Northridge.  Her response was that there was 
NO CHANCE of a high school being built there.  She 
said the demographics don't support it and there are 
enough local LAUSD schools to handle the high school 

students. She also pointed out that the new high school 
(still not built) on BALBOA could also serve them.  
LAUSD seems to think that anything in the north valley 
is close enough.

I have been paying for private school for years 
for my own children, one who is now college age, and 
I am sick of it.  We should have better options in this 
neighborhood for high schools!

Aviva Ebner 

Thank you so much for putting this issue on the 
agenda. The lack of high school in our area is a major 
concern for us and our neighbors. Our alternative high 
schools are in very poor shape. We would either have to 
send our kids to a private school (too expensive) or move 
our of the neighborhood if no solution is found soon. Is 
there any way to add a high school to the plan to build the 
next k-8 in Porter Ranch?

Again thank you for your initiative and please keep 
us posted.

Rafi Efrat,
Resident of Porter Ranch

In a time when we, the American public, are in the 
midst of businesses failing, gas prices soaring, and an 
overall low morale, we need to speak up and out about 
our concerns.  We can't just speak our minds quietly to 
friends. We need to demand what is right.  A high school 
for the Porter Ranch  - Northridge area is right.  Don't let 
'them' allow this to fade away as they have so many other 
things.  Grab on and don't let go.  We must be tenacious, 
especially when it concerns education.   

Sandy Ojeda, 
Retired LAUSD Teacher 

It appears that the Porter Ranch – Northridge area 
needs its own high school, as well as possibly additional 
elementary and middle schools.  But. . . as we have heard 
that LAUSD enrollment is declining in recent years, the 
issue really needs studied by a reliable source before the 
money is spent.  The LAUSD should not be building new 
schools if enrollment is declining; rather a reorganization 
needs to take place.

Granada Hills High is filled to capacity with 
approximately 4,400 students and staff going onto 
campus everyday, as of last April 2008, per my call to 

the attendance office.
It is time the residents of the Valley unite to demand 

accountability from city planning and building and 
safety so that all new developments are self contained 
and self sufficient.  

The problem is that we cannot accept either the 
LAUSD's or the City of L.A.'s studies to be reliable, 
since there is always another agenda going on and the 
study results are likely skewed to promote that agenda.  

 Nancy M. Norris
Granada Hills

I support it!  Most of the high schools are not in the 
best shape and they are not a safe place to send kids so 
a nice, new school in Porter Ranch – Northridge would 
be a blessing for the parents living in the surrounding 
areas.

Penny Brocato

Yes, we need MORE schools in our communities. 
I'm PRO!

Patty Cifra,
Assistant Director Kids On Paper

It is certainly a good idea. I suggest that it be 
a charter school in the mold of the very successful 
Granada Hills Charter High School. Not only does 
Northridge need it, but it would greatly relieve the 
overcrowding at Granada Hills and Chatsworth High 
Schools. Good luck!

David Kaye, 
Woodland Hills

(Some of the above were edited due
to length – editor)

(Please send your comments to
mel@evalleyvoice.com)


Our Readers Write...

“The lack of a (public) 
high school is a major 
concern...we may have 
to move.” 
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Blue Shield “Coughs Up”

Blue Shield of California agreed to reinstate insurance coverage to 450 former 
policyholders and pay up to $5 million as part of a settlement reached with the 
state department that regulates insurance companies.
The state Department of Managed Health Care also reached a settlement with 

Anthem Blue Cross. Under that agreement, Blue Cross will restore coverage to 1,770 
customers and pay a $10 million fine, according to DMHC spokeswoman Lynne 
Randolph.

The settlements come one day after Los Angeles City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo 
filed a lawsuit accusing Blue Shield of rescinding hundreds of insurance policies after 
patients were hospitalized or required major medical procedures. The lawsuit seeks 
$1 billion in damages.

Jerry Flanagan with Consumer Watchdog called the timing “outrageous.”
“The governor and regulators are obstructing justice by declaring the defendant 

‘not guilty’ before the trial even begins,” Flanagan said.
Blue Shield and Blue Cross are the fourth and fifth insurance companies, 

respectively, to reach agreements with the department regarding rescinded or canceled 
policies.

Under the terms of the Blue Shield settlement, the company will offer coverage 
to 450 former policyholders and pay for any medical charges incurred during the time 
enrollees did not have coverage.

Blue Shield agreed to pay $3 million immediately, and could pay another $2 
million if corrective actions are not taken.

Blue Cross Settlement

T he California Hospital Association reached an $11.8 million settlement with Blue 
Cross in a class-action suit relating to rescission of patients' policies, attorneys 
for the association announced.

The lawsuit, filed in Los Angeles Superior Court in October 2006, alleged that 
Blue Cross of California and Blue Cross Life and Health illegally rescinded patients' 
health insurance policies after the patients received services at California hospitals.

The suit also named Blue Cross' parent company, Wellpoint Inc.
Under terms of the accord approved by a judge, Blue Cross will establish a 

fund to reimburse hospitals for the services they provided to rescinded members, 
according to hospital association lawyers.

Blue Cross also will establish a Patient Reimbursement Fund to reimburse 
patients for payments they made to hospitals after their policies were rescinded, the 
lawyers said.

Many More Graduating
From Local High Schools

M ore than a third of Los Angeles Unified district students dropped out 
during the 2006-07 school year, compared to about a quarter of the public 
school students statewide, according to figures released by state education 

officials.
A brighter note was in the northwest Valley, where high school drop-outs 

were about half the state average, and even lower among all LAUSD schools.
Statewide, the dropout rate was 24.2 percent, compared to 33.6 percent 

among LAUSD students. The Los Angeles County rate was 27.8 percent.
“Twenty-four percent of students dropping out is not good news,” state 

Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell said at a news conference 
in Van Nuys. “In fact, any student dropping out of school is one too many, 
and the data reveal a disturbingly high dropout rate for Latinos and African 
Americans.”

The statewide dropout rate among African Americans was 41.6 percent and 
30.3 percent among Latinos, O'Connell said.

Statewide, the report showed 67.6 percent of public school students 
graduated. The 8.2 percent gap between dropouts and graduates reflects 
students not counted as either dropouts or graduates, because they transferred to 
private schools, left the state or got completion certificates by passing General 
Educational Development tests.

Water Shortage In City “Serious”

A plan to conserve water by limiting outdoor water was continuing after 
city council members voiced concerns over their ability to declare a 
water emergency.

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Department of Water and Power 
General Manager David Nahai unveiled the $1 billion, 20-year conservation 
plan in May.

The city's current Emergency Water Conservation Plan already limits 
the watering of lawns between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. from April 1 to Sept. 
30.

The Energy and Environment Committee considered the plan, but 
asked the City Attorney's Office to draft an amendment that would allow 
the mayor and Los Angeles City Council to institute and terminate water 
conservation efforts.

The matter was continued as the Valley Voice went to press.
The conservation plan includes 14 recommendations that would further 

limit residents from using water outdoors.
Angelenos would be prohibited from watering their lawns between 9 

a.m. and 4 p.m., and watering would be limited to 15 minutes a day.
Residents would also be banned from using a hose to wash down paved 

surfaces and not be allowed to wash their cars with a hose that did not have 
a self-closing, shut-off device.

Restaurants would not be allowed to serve water unless it was requested 
by customers. Hotels and motels would also have to give guests the option 
of re-using their towels and linens.

Residential customers who do not comply could be fined up to $300 
and commercial customers could be fined up to $600.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger declared a statewide drought last month 
and directed the state Department of Water Resources to facilitate water 
transfers to areas suffering from emergency shortages and work with local 
water agencies to improve conservation efforts.

The water shortage is partially the result of a federal court ruling aimed 
at protecting the delta smelt. That effort significantly reduced the amount 
of water Southern California water agencies receive from the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta.

The Department of Water Resources also found the state's snowpack 
water content was only 67 percent of its usual level and runoff was at 55 
percent of normal.
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Home Sales
Down 25.1%

Los Angeles County home sales declined 25.1 percent 
in June, compared to the same month a year ago, and 
prices fell by 23.9 percent, DataQuick, a real estate 

information service reported.
“The mortgage market turbulence is putting quite a 

bit of activity on hold. Policy decisions about underwriting 
don't really mean much if there is little or no money to 
lend,” said DataQuick President John Walsh.

Sales and prices also dipped in Orange, Riverside and 
San Diego counties.

In response to the falling market sales and prices, many 
potential buyers and sellers postponed business transactions 
or struggled finding mortgage financing. While last June's 
sales were the highest in 10 months, it was still the slowest 
June since 1988 according to DataQuick. The peak was 
reached in 2005 when 40,156 homes were sold.

The median price paid for a Southland home was 
$355,000, down more than four percent from May 2008 and 
down 29.3 percent from the June 2007 price of $505,000. 
That peak price was consistent from March through July of 
2007, according to DataQuick.

DataQuick also reported that foreclosure resales continue 
to be a dominant factor in the Southern California market 
accounting for 41.1 percent of all resales. That was up from 
39,2 percent in May and up from 7.3 percent in June a year 
ago. Foreclosure resales ranged from 18.9 percent in Orange 
County last month to 62.3 percent in Riverside County. 

  Countrywide Saga: 
                “Giveth and Taketh”

Countrywide Financial ignored its own underwriting guidelines and rewarded employees for selling 
risky home loans, Attorney General Jerry Brown said in releasing new details in a lawsuit the state 
has filed against the lender.

“These shocking new details provide further evidence of Countrywide's dangerous lending practices, 
which included ignoring borrowers' low credit scores,” Brown said.

No one with Calabasas-based Countrywide was available for immediate comment.
The original complaint, filed June 20, alleged Countrywide and its chief executive and president 

engaged in deceptive advertising and unfair competition by pushing homeowners into loans for the sole 
purpose of reselling them on the securities market.

The amended lawsuit adds 20 new details about the company's alleged scheme to deceive consumers 
into taking out dangerous mortgages, Brown said.

Some of the new information includes an allegation Countrywide's wholesale lending officers received 
higher commissions for selling pay option adjustable mortgages - loans that entice consumers with a very 
low initial rate - and loans with weak underwriting standards, Brown said.

Countrywide also allegedly ignored high debt ratios, low credit scores and minimal down payments 
that could have stopped the company from approving risky mortgages, Brown said.

He said Countrywide approved an adjustable rate mortgage for an 85-year-old disabled veteran with 
such a low credit score and high debt that he defaulted in less than six months.

™

Southland May Avoid Recession
California's economy is on the brink of recession, and some regions - including Orange, Riverside 

and San Bernardino counties - are already there, according to an economic forecast.
But Los Angeles and San Diego counties may dodge job losses this year, according to 

the nonprofit Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp.
“The housing market crash, problems in the financial sector, and soaring prices for gasoline 

and diesel have severely hammered the state and local economies,” said LAEDC Chief Economist 
Jack Kyser in a statement accompanying the forecast. “They are on the brink of falling into a 
recession.”

The report, a mid-year edition of the LAEDC's 
California 2008-09 Economic Forecast, said  a 
housing recovery might come as late as 2010, and 
high gasoline and diesel prices will continue to hurt 
both businesses and consumers.

In the meantime, Los Angeles and San Diego 
counties should escape job losses in 2008, with L.A. 
County adding 2,300 jobs and San Diego County 
adding 1,200, according to the forecast.

But both will see spikes in their unemployment 
rates, with L.A. County jumping from 5 percent in 
2007 to 6.2 percent in 2008 and San Diego County 
rising from 4.6 percent in 2007 to 5.7 percent in 
2008.

One area that may experience job losses is 
entertainment – possibly 5,500 in 2008, according 
to the forecast.

Kyser noted that the entertainment industry got 
off to a sour start in 2008 due to the Writers Guild of 
America strike, which cost the local economy $2.5 
billion.

“Difficult contract talks between producers 
and the Screen Actors Guild have contributed to 
a slowdown in production of feature films in Los 
Angeles. The standoff could continue for some 
time,” Kyser said.

But he said the industry should bounce back 
next year, with the number of jobs rising 5.2 percent. 

L.A. Jobless
Jumps to 7%

The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
for Los Angeles County jumped to 7 percent 
in June, state officials reported.

The June unemployment rate was up from 
the 6.7 percent rate in May, and above the 5 percent 
rate in June 2007, according to the Employment 
Development Department.  

Between May and June, total nonfarm 
employment dropped by 2,600 jobs to just more 
than 4.1 million in Los Angeles County. Educational 
and health services reported the largest month-
over-month decline, losing 7,600 jobs.

A total of 346,000 people were unemployed 
in June in Los Angeles County, which has a labor 
force of 4.9 million.
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Pastor Dudley - Shepherd of the Hills

A few of you have asked for more details about my 
recent trip to Israel.  That amazing pilgrimage-
and my love for the people, history, and culture 

of the Holy Land—could not be encapsulated in just 
one article, so I’m thrilled to share more in this month’s 
edition of the Valley Voice!  The Holy Land is rich 
with God’s handiwork, and His sacred promises and 
guidance for our lives. It is the land in which God gave 
us an everlasting covenant through Abraham, the Ten 
Commandments through Moses, and 
the message of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. 

At Shepherd of the Hills 
Church, we are currently going 
through a sermon series called “The 
Passion of Jesus,” examining the 
things that are most important to 
Christ. Did you know that Jesus was 
intensely passionate about Israel?  In 
Matthew 15:24, the Savior told His 
disciples that He was sent specifically 
to the “lost sheep of Israel.” As the 
promised Messiah, He was incredibly 
zealous about God’s chosen people, 
and it was because of this great burden that He willingly 
became an atoning sacrifice for sin. He was crucified on 
the cross at Calvary, conquered sin and death through 
His resurrection, and gave us this priceless guarantee:  
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

From Jesus’ teachings at the Mount of Beatitudes 
about Christlike virtues, to the application of these 
teachings at the Garden of Gethsemane and Yad 
Vashem, Israel is rich with the life of Jesus.   For 
example, the Church of Beatitudes resides today at the 
site where Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount—
its octagonal shape representing the eight beatitudes. 
The Beatitudes mark the beginning of the Sermon on 
the Mount recorded in Matthew 5, and is basically a 
list of the kind of qualities (such as meekness, mercy, 
peace, and purity of heart) in people that God blesses. 
Thus, the impression of Jesus’ words is apparent in the 
architecture of the church for all pilgrims, who visit this 

holy place, to see. 
Another site that is a vivid example of Jesus’ 

ministry is the Garden of Gethsemane. It was here that 
Jesus contemplated the gravity of His mission to pay 
the penalty for past, present, and future sins of the world 
by dying on the cross.  Although this anguished event 
occurred several centuries ago, the very trees growing 
in the garden today are the progeny of the trees from 
Jesus’ time. 

A d j a c e n t 
to the garden 
is the Church 
of All Nations, 
also known as 
The Basilica of 
Agony. Similar to 
the architecture 
of the Church of 
Beatitudes, the 

exquisite features of this 
edifice represent aspects 
of Jesus’ experience at 
Gethsemane.  The dark 
interior of the church 
mirrors the nighttime 
setting in which Jesus was 
arrested.  In addition, the 
altar within the church is 
shaped like a goblet, to 
symbolize Jesus’ prayer: 
“My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from 
me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” (Matthew 26:39)  
An area of church also bears white marble stone with 
red veins, which represent what the gospel of Luke 
describes as, “his sweat…like drops of blood falling to 
the ground.” (Luke 22:44)

The Garden of the Righteous among the Nations 
at Yad Vashem, The Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ 
Remembrance Authority, was another highlight of the 

trip.  Established in 1953, Yad Vashem is Israel’s official 
memorial to the Jewish victims of the Holocaust. At the 
Garden of the Righteous among the Nations, more than 
2,000 trees have been planted to commemorate non-
Jews who risked their lives to help the Jews during 
the Holocaust.  A further 15,000 names are engraved, 
according to country, on walls in the Garden. Jesus said 
in John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, than 
to lay down one’s life for his friends,” and this beautiful 
memorial serves to honor those who were passionate 
about loving others and taking a stand against injustice 

despite personal sacrifice.
What do our 

surroundings, actions, 
and lives communicate 
to others about what we 
believe or are passionate 
about?  I hope you have 
enjoyed learning more 
about the country that Jesus 
cared for so deeply. Please 
join us at Shepherd of the 
Hills as we continue to 
study the Passion of Jesus 
through His interactions 
with individuals whom the 
world disdained—including 

a tax collector, an adulterous woman, and convicted 
thieves—but whom Jesus loved…and for whom He 
passionately laid down His life, just as He did for you 
and me.  

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford is the Senior Pastor 
of Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch.

Edited by Rhona Cue

By Pastor Dudley C. rutherford

400 North Maclay Ave.   San Fernando  Ca. 91340

818. 837.7777
www.incredibleLAsmiles.com
incredibleLAsmiles@hotmail.com

Commitment to Excellence, 
     Outstanding Service

Since 1953, Riley Dental Group has been serving the cosmetic and dental needs of

the entire Los Angeles community.  Within the last year alone, our doctors have 

completed almost 700 hours of the most elite training available in cosmetic, 

reconstructive and neuromuscular dentistry.  If you want a gorgeous smile, 

call our San Fernando o�ce today to schedule your complementary 

smile makeover consultation.  We look forward to seeing you.

· Cosmetic Smile Makeovers

· Full Mouth Reconstruction

· Implants Single Tooth to Full Mouth

· Orthodontics

· Conscious Sedation

DENTISTRY PERFORMED BY RILEY DENTAL GROUP

“Thanks to Dr. Riley's o�ce, 
I've got my smile back and 
with that the self con�dence 
to shine in professional and 
social settings.”
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s ta te farm.com®

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

P057015 9/05

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

DISCOUNTS. 

+ =

Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®

Ronald G Rauschenberger, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0606425
11157 Tampa Avenue
Northridge, CA 91326-2254
Bus: 818-360-3534

+ =
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Now Introduces

•Doctor Supervised •Extraordinarily Clean
•Large Heated/Air Conditioned Runs and Suites

•Gated Off-Leash Play Area •Heated Floors

21418 Devonshire    Chatsworth 91311
341-7770

www.chatvet.com

Pampered Boarding 
Under a Doctor’s Watchful Eye

KNOWN FOR ADVANCED

MEDICINE & EXCEPTIONAL

PATIENT CARE & CLIENT SERVICE

OPEN 7 DAYS & HOLIDAYS

Letter to the Editor
Let’s Make Energy Bi-Partisan Issue
Dear Editor,

Am I just being politically naive by thinking that a common-sense energy policy should 
be a bi-partisan issue, instead of a strictly political issue?

For the record, I think common sense dictates a policy that sets a goal...say fifteen 
years, for freeing us from buying imported oil from the middle-east and Venezuela.

Here is what I suggest:
- Raise the margin on oil futures to 50% (this will have an immediate effect on gas 

prices) 
- Mount a strong energy conservation PR campaign (this will have an immediate effect 

on gas prices) 
- Pressure the oil companies to explore the lands on which they have current leases, 

and do what is necessary to increase production on these properties (intermediate effect) 
- Fund a major effort to produce energy from solar, wind and tide resources (long-term 

effect) 
- Open up the land in Colorado, Utah and Wyoming where we have major deposits 

of oil shale. Improve the technology for converting oil shale to usable gasoline. We have 
more energy resources in oil shale than Saudi Arabia has oil. And, experts say that we 
could profitably bring gasoline to the pump, from oil shale, for around $2/gallon. (long-term 
effect) 

- Set up a $50 million prize competition for commercial companies to develop the 
most practical alternative energy technology (long-term effect) 

- Start building nuclear power-plants using the latest fuel-reprocessing technology and 
open up Yucca Mountain in Nevada for safe storage of nuclear wastes that can not be 
reprocessed. There should be a goal of producing at least 50% of our electricity from nuclear 
plants by 2020. (Intermediate effect) 

- Finally, open up more lands for drilling in as environmentally friendly a manner as 
possible. (Intermediate effect) 

By the way, there is an Israeli project where they are generating electricity by using a 
special photovoltaic paint. They are planning to run an electric car that has been painted with 
this special paint. Ultimately, this paint could be used to paint our homes and commercial 
buildings. This has already been proven in the laboratory. They are already on to productizing 
it. This is the kind of practical alternative energy solution that we need more of.

T. Boone Pickens is suggesting that we start to wean cars, busses and trucks off gasoline 
and onto domestically produced natural gas. That is also a good idea and should be part of 
a comprehensive national energy policy.

If we can get everyone thinking along these lines, we can pressure the politicians 
into taking action in a bipartisan manner. The Manhattan Project harnessed nuclear 
energy...the Apollo Project sent a man to the Moon in ten years...it's time for Project Energy 
Independence.

                                                                   - David Kaye, Woodland Hills 

( P

Rev. Jackson...
the Fat Lady Is Singing

By Larry Elder
Special to the Valley Voice

A "jealous rage," Fox's Geraldo Rivera called it.
Before taping a "Fox & Friends" segment, Rev. Jesse Jackson, with his 

microphone on, sat next to another man. Turning to him, Jackson, speaking softly, 
launched into an attack on Barack Obama. "Barack, he's talking down to black 
people on this faith-based …" said Jackson. "I want to cut (Obama's) nuts off."

But why did he say it?
Did Obama incur Jackson's wrath because of the candidate's shifts and flip-flops 

on a number of issues — Iraq, Iran, FISA, NAFTA, the death penalty, abortion, the 
Second Amendment, the disposition of Jerusalem, the abandonment of his former 
pastor (Rev. Wright) and his church of 20 years, and public financing of election 
campaigns? Apparently not. 

What about differences of opinion between Jackson and Obama on policy 
and ideology? No, since both denounce the Bush administration, oppose the Iraq 
war, support universal health care, want taxes raised on the so-called rich, and seek a 
playing-field-leveling governmental role in education, job training and welfare.

What about Obama's condemnation of men who irresponsibly breed children 
and then abandon them? Obama, a few weeks earlier, before a predominantly black 
church audience in Chicago, said: "We need fathers to realize that responsibility 
does not end at conception. That doesn't just make you a father. What makes you a 
man is not the ability to have a child. Any fool can have a child. That doesn't make 
you a father. It's the courage to raise a child that makes you a father. … Don't just sit 
in the house and watch 'SportsCenter' all weekend long. … (Kids should) replace the 
video game or the remote control with a book once in a while."

Now we're getting warm.
Obama's success suggests that America edges closer and closer to Martin 

Luther King Jr.'s dream of evaluating people based on content of character rather 
than color of skin. 

So, again, why the ugly, demeaning remark?
Jackson, and his race-card-waving cohorts, derive stature, power, significance 

and self-enrichment by claiming that racism remains a serious problem in America. 
After complaining about the lack of minority beer distributorships, for example, 
Jackson's sons ended up with a lucrative Anheuser-Busch distributorship in Chicago. 
Author Kenneth Timmerman, in his book "Shakedown," describes the Jackson 
modus operandi — playing the race card for self-enrichment, as well as that of friends 
and family.

Rather than display pleasure at America's obvious progress, or pride in his role 
in getting us there, the anachronistic Jackson now morphs into a shrinking, petulant, 
self-pitying "leader" — with little left to lead.

Good news for America; bad news for Jackson.

Larry Elder is a syndicated radio talk show host and best-selling author.
Creators Syndicate



SIERRACANYONSCHOOL

Please Contact Us to Arrange a Visit:

Steve Burnett
(818) 882-8121, ext. 303
11052 Independence Avenue
Chatsworth, CA  91311

Now in its 30th year, Sierra Canyon recently opened 
a new state-of-the-art 7th – 12th Grade campus. 

Visit www.sierracanyonschool.org to see a slide 
show of our new academic village:

- Library and Technology Center
- Dedicated Science Wing
- Multiple visual arts classrooms for painting, sculpture, 

photography, etc
- Media Center for digital filmmaking, editing and 

animation
- Student Center as a central hub for congregating, 

studying and socializing
- Dance Studio and Black-box theater  

 -     Spacious classrooms with projection equipment and   
       wireless accessibility 

From Early Kindergarten to 12th grade, Sierra Canyon is an 
academically excellent, college preparatory school committed to an 
empowering environment in which students realize their greatest 
intellectual, creative, ethical, and physical promise.  We are defined 
by an energized, attentive, and diverse student-teacher culture.

- Small class size 
- Individualized attention
- Integrated curriculum
- Experienced teachers

Now seeking applicants for the 2008-2009 school year.
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Providence Health
Buys

Tarzana Med

A nationwide nonprofit health company will pay $89 million to 
purchase Tarzana Regional Medical Center.

Providence Health & Services officials said they had reached 
a deal to purchase the 245-bed facility. The sale should be finalized within 
30-45 days, according to the company.

“Providence Health & Services has just guaranteed the future of this 
hospital and health care services in our community will be secure,” said 
Lee Alpert, chairman of the medical center's board of directors.

The deal comes less than a month after Prime Healthcare Services 
purchased the 151-bed Encino Regional Medical Center campus.

Building owner Tenet Healthcare Corp. had been trying to sell 
both parts of the hospital for more than four years, but a legal battle with 
property owner HCP Inc. complicated the effort.

No changes in service or staff are planned at the Tarzana hospital, 
said Providence spokeswoman Patricia Aidem.

“The goal is to retain the entire staff, including CEO Dale Surowitz,” 
Aidem said.

Providence officials also pledged to invest capital to upgrade the 
Tarzana campus, buying new medical equipment and retrofitting the center 
to meet state seismic requirements.

Providence operates four other hospitals in Los Angeles County, 
including two in the San Fernando Valley: Providence Saint Joseph 
Medical Center in Burbank and Providence Holy Cross Medical Center 
in Mission Hills.

Trash Fees Adds Police

Money generated from a 2006 trash fee increase has been properly spent on the hiring of Los 
Angeles police officers and other public safety needs, according to a report released by City 
Controller Laura Chick.

As part of the city's 2006-07 budget, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa increased the trash fee to fund the 
hiring of more police officers. A motion from the Los Angeles City Council also allowed the funds to be 
spent on other public safety needs.

Since the higher fee went into effect, the Bureau of Sanitation has collected an additional $137 
million. Public safety-related costs have increased $188 million during the same time period.

“From a legal standpoint, we believe that the funds have been used appropriately,” Chick wrote in 
her report.

Of the $188 million in public safety costs, $86.5 million has been spent hiring 405 police officers 
between July 1, 2006, and June 30, 2008, according to the report.

The trash fee will increase again on Sept. 1. Single-family households will pay $36.32 for garbage 
collection - a 30 percent increase over the current cost. Multi-family units will see the fee increase from 
$17.16 to $24.33.

Mayor Plans On 2nd Term

After San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom announced an exploratory bid for governor, Los 
Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa said he is focused on his current job and did not give any 
indication whether he plans to seek higher office.

“I love being mayor of the city of Los Angeles,” repeating a phrase he has often used.
Villaraigosa is often mentioned as a possible candidate in what is expected to be a crowded field 

for the 2010 Democratic gubernatorial nomination, along with Attorney General Jerry Brown, a former 
governor, Newsom, Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell and former state Controller Steve 
Westly.

When Villaraigosa successfully sought a City Council seat in 2003, he said he would serve a full four-
year term, a pledge he broke when he ran for mayor in 2005 and defeated then-incumbent Jim Hahn.

Villaraigosa faces a campaign for re-election in 2009 and recently held a series of fundraisers 
designed to dissuade serious challengers.

If Villaraigosa runs for governor, he would have history to overcome. Three of the last four mayors 
– Richard Riordan, Tom Bradley and Sam Yorty – all were defeated in their bids to become governor.

Tax Rolls Up 6.9%

Despite declining home prices, Los Angeles County properties were collectively valued at more 
than $1 trillion for a second year in a row, county Assessor Rick Auerbach said.

The 2008 assessment is 6.9 percent from last year to slightly more than $1.1 trillion. The 
rolls grew 9.3 percent between 2006 and 2007, according to the assessor's office.

Los Angeles properties alone - the county has 88 cities – accounted for about $414 billion, the 
largest amount of any municipality countywide.

Auerbach said that property-tax-limiting Proposition 13 had helped buoy rolls due to its stabilizing 
effect on assessed values.

“In a rising market, because of the 2 percent increase cap included in Prop 13, assessed values do 
not have to keep pace with market values,” Auerbach stated. “On the other hand, in a market such as we 
now have, the cap keeps us from experiencing a dramatic decrease in assessed values.”

Inflation adjustments allowed by Proposition 13 and new construction accounted for most of the 
increase in assessed value, Auerbach said.

Taxes are based on assessed values.

Order 40

Los Angeles police will get extra training to make sure they 
understand a 1979 policy that forbids them from stopping people 
for the sole reason of finding out whether they are in the country 

legally, police Chief William Bratton said.
A Los Angeles Superior Court judge recently threw out a taxpayer 

lawsuit that sought to undo Special Order 40.
The chief told the Police Commission that he has no intention of 

changing course.
“We are continuing to comply with it. We will be beginning, very 

shortly, as part of our in-service educational initiative, retraining for all 
of our personnel on Special Order 40 with the clarifications relative to 
specific issues and concerns that have been raised about it,” Bratton said.

The intent of the policy is to get illegal immigrants to report 
crimes and cooperate with police without fear of being deported. But 
critics argue that the policy prevents police from cooperating with 
federal agents. Controlling borders is the job the federal government.

Los Angeles was the first big city to enact such a policy, but 
many other cities in the  southwest have adopted similar measures.
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Violent Crime Down in City

Violent crime in the city of Los Angeles is down 7.2 percent compared to this 
time last year, even with an uptick in the number of homicides, police Chief 
William Bratton said recently.

Murders are up 4.3 percent compared to this time in 2007, when the city 
experienced a 37-year low in homicides. Since Bratton became chief six years ago, 
the number of killings in Los Angeles has decreased 39 percent.

“On the issue of homicides, we fully project by the end of this year, when we 
report our annual crime figures to the FBI, that all categories of crime will be down, 
including homicides,” Bratton said.

Rapes have decreased 11.3 percent, robberies are down 8.6 percent and 
aggravated assaults are down 5.7 percent, according to the Los Angeles Police 
Department.

There have also been fewer property crimes. Burglaries are down 5 percent, 
grand theft auto crimes are down 8.2 percent, thefts from a vehicle are down 6.9 
percent and other forms of theft are down 6.1 percent.

Crimes committed by gang members have decreased 15.3 percent compared 
to this time last year, and gang-related murders are down 13.5 percent, according 
to the LAPD.

During the last fiscal year, which ended Monday, the LAPD hired 739 officers 
- the most since 1995-96 when 965 officers were hired. This year, the LAPD expects 
to hire 780 officers. As of June 26, there were 344 recruits in the Police Academy.

$36 million Tax Bill
Gang Measure On Nov. Ballot

County Takes Luxury Rides

At a time when many residents are grappling with an economic downturn, 
dozens of top Los Angeles County officials are tooling around in 
“unjustified luxury vehicles” costing taxpayers as much as $50,000 

each.
More than 1,400 county workers are given take-home cars, even though 

some don't have official authorization to drive them, and at least 30 employees 
aren't paying the required taxes on the vehicles, the Daily News reported.

County employees were involved in 1,852 accidents in their take-home 
vehicles over the past few years, with 830 accidents in 2005-06 alone that cost 
taxpayers $6.7 million, according to the newspaper.

The findings are among hundreds outlined in a recently released grand jury 
report that uncovered broad department inconsistencies and lax oversight of the 
county's $433 million, 12,780-vehicle fleet, the Daily News reported.

Chief Executive Officer Bill Fujioka said that his staff is still reviewing 
the grand jury's findings and will address all problems and issues that have been 
identified, according to the newspaper.

In the report cited by the Daily News, jurors identified 51 “unjustified luxury 
vehicles” costing more than $30,000 each that could be considered “excessive for 
routine county business.”

11167 Tampa Ave 
Porter Ranch, CA 91326 

Tampa & Rinaldi (next to Facey)  
www.PorterRanchPharmacy.com 

Free Delivery       818-360-1915
Porter Ranch Pharmacy 

25% off 
Soaps, Lotions & 
Candles with this 

coupon

A measure to generate $30 million a year for gang prevention and 
intervention programs will appear on the November ballot under a 
proposal unanimously approved by the Los Angeles City Council.

The measure would increase property tax bills by $36 a year to fund anti-
gang programs.

It will take a two-thirds vote by city residents for the measure to pass.
City Councilwoman Janice Hahn is a major supporter of the measure, 

arguing that the city needs a dedicated funding source for anti-gang programs.
Carla Sanger, president and CEO of the city's after-school program L.A.'s 

BEST, urged the council to place the measure on the ballot.
However, the executive director of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayer Association 

said the ballot measure is unnecessary.
“It's just another raid on the taxpayer's wallet,” said Kris Vosburgh. “They 

have plenty of money. In fact, they've tripled our trash fees telling us they'd hire 
more police, which should have helped with the gang program.”

Vosburgh questioned how likely it is that the measure would pass when it 
will appear on the same ballot that is likely to ask voters to also approve a tax 
increase for transportation.

“It shows how out of touch Hahn is. People are dealing with what most 
people regard as a recession. People are losing their homes, people are losing 
their jobs. The price of gas has nearly doubled and people don't have any more 
(money),” Vosburgh said.

There are an estimated 400 gangs and 38,000 gang members in the city 
of Los Angeles. Gang-related crimes are down 14.6 percent compared to this 
time last year, according to the Los Angeles Police Department. Gang-related 
murders are down 13.5 percent and aggravated assaults are down 15.6 percent.

(818) 882-7874

 West Coast Rush 

Cheerleading & Dance All Stars

Come in for a FREE Class!!!

N0 Experience Required
Everyone Welcome

www.westcoastrush.com 
Do you want to become a 

Cheerleader?
We can show you how!!!

we also offer
* Cheer tumbling
* Private Classes available
* Cheerleading Scholorship 
   Assitance for graduating seniors 
* Hip Hop Dance
* Adult �tness
* All ages welcome

Great way to get fit
   while having fun and building confidence
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 Letters to the editor
Please keep them brief and include your 
name, address and daytime phone. We 
reserve the right to edit all submissions. 

Guest Articles & Opinions
These should run between 300 and 500 
words on topics of interest to our northwest 
Valley readers.

The Valley Voice is published every 
last Wednesday of the month. 

Deadline for submissions is the 15th of 
the month. 

ADVeRTISe WITH US
 To advertise, please call

(310) 429 0484.

Summer Spectacular

S hepherd of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch will have 
its Summer Spectacular, formerly Vacation Bible School, 
on August 4 to 8, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. with special guests,  

Dean-o and the Dynamos. This event is for children entering 
Kindergarten through 5th grade.

 For more information, please contact Michele Learn 
at mlearn@theshepherd.org, or (818) 831-9333 ext. 221.

The church is located at 19700 Rinaldi Street, Porter 
Ranch.

Chatsworth Senior Center

T he Chatsworth Senior Center is now open at Mason Park 
Recreation Center at 10500 Mason Avenue, north of 
Devonshire, in Chatsworth. Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. All seniors 50+ are invited to 
join for chair exercises, line dancing, movies, lunches, cards, 
and friendship, as well as other activities. Call for information: 
Virginia at (818) 341-3053.

 The Center will be holding an open house on Sunday, 
August 24, from 2:00 p.m. till 5:00 p.m. at Mason Park 
Recreation Center. For information, please call Phillis at (818) 
701-6099.

Movies Under The Stars: Grease
Don't miss the next free outdoor movie, “Grease,” 

Saturday, September 6, 7:15 – 9:15pm at Northridge Park, 
Northridge.
 Bring water, picnics, blankets and chairs. Alcohol, 
BBQs and pets are not allowed.

 Hosted by Councilman Greig Smith.
For more information, please call (818) 756-8501 or 

email Megan.Cottier@lacity.org. 

Evening Celebration of Art and Music
The North Hills West Neighborhood Council will reprise its 

widely acclaimed Evening Celebration of Art and Music on 
Saturday, August 16.  The free community event will again be 
held at the historic Rayen St. Resort, 15708 Rayen St., North 
Hills from 5 to 9 p.m.

Original art by local artists will be on exhibited, with live 
jazz by the Dave Connor Trio. Wine, cheese and hors d’oeuvres 
will also be served. 

Jewish Community Center
The rebirth of a Jewish Community Center has occurred in 

the North Valley. North Valley Jewish Community Center 
is back.

 Interested in discovering what the Center has planned 
the next few months and beyond?  Email nvjcc@yahoo.com or 
call Center Executive Director Jerry Wayne at 818-360-2211.

Devonshire Area
Semi-Annual District Meeting

A community meeting on “Unlicensed Group 
Homes,” hosted by Devonshire Community Police 

Station Captains Sean Kane and Steven Ruiz and 
the Devonshire Senior Lead Officers (SLOs) will be 
on Thursday, September 11, 7 to 9 p.m. at Shepherd 
of the Hills Church, 19700 Rinaldi Street, Porter 
Ranch.

Guest speakers are Councilman Greig Smith, 
Cameron Smyth, 38th District Assemblyman, and 
Former Assemblywoman Paula Boland.

For more info, call Reserve Officer Erica DeSmith 
at (818) 363-1726.

Beautification Grant

A ttend one of the free Community Beautification Grant 
workshops in August and September and learn about 

the funding process and how to submit a competitive 
proposal for your project. 

The deadline for applications for the 2008/2009 
Beautification Grants are October 22, 2008. No 
reservations are needed. All of the workshops are 90-
minutes and start promptly at 6:00 pm. 

Next workshop will be on Thursday, 
Aug. 7 at Mid-Valley Regional Library, 
16244 Nordhoff St., Northridge.

For information on all the locations or general 
questions call (213) 978-0225 or visit www.LAOCB.org.  

Chatsworth Public Library Events

Come by the Chatsworth Library for the following free 
programs:

SUMMER READING CLUB SPORTS SPIDER
Tuesday August 5, 2:00 p.m.
THE REPTILE FAMILY
Saturday August 9, 2:00 p.m.
SUMMER READING CLUB SPIDER PARTY
Tuesday August 12, 2:00 p.m.

The Chatsworth Public Library is located at
21052 Devonshire Street.

Wildlife Waystation
W ildlife Waystation Volunteer Orientation from 9am 

to 3pm on the second Saturday of each month (Aug. 
9, Sept. 13, Oct. 11, Nov. 8, Dec. 13). 

Call to verify and to sign-up: 818-899-5201.
See www.WildlifeWaystation.org for more info. 

State eyeS City’s funds
By Councilman Greig Smith

We need your help! City funds needed for public safety and other services crucial to Los 
Angeles are at risk of being raided by the state of California.

  State leaders who are unable to balance their budget are attempting to reduce their $15 
billion shortfall by "borrowing" City funds. The City of Los Angeles uses these funds for police, fire, 
paramedic and other critical services. The State would take up to $124 million this year alone, a time 
when we have had to trim services and raise fees because of our own budget shortfall. 

State leaders are also considering taking $37 million in voter-approved Proposition 42 funds set 
aside for local transportation improvements. The City plans to use these funds to repair or resurface 
nearly 200 miles of our streets.

California residents have twice voted to stop the State Legislature from taking transportation taxes 
set aside for traffic improvements from cities. Yet once again they are violating the law to solve the 
problems they themselves have created.  

If you want to help us protect our funds, please call or email your Assemblymember and State 
Senator today and demand that they oppose this effort to balance their budget by raiding our resources. 

To find out how to reach your representatives, go to www.CD12.org, and enter your address in the 
search box under "My Neighborhood."
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Laina Treuhaft

M

Laina TreuhaftBy Laina Treuhaft, Valley Voice Contributor

The Roller Coaster of Life
Have you ever been to an amusement park and ridden one of the big roller 

coasters? After waiting in line, you climb into your seat and get strapped in.  
You know that in a matter of seconds you will be flying at a rapid speed up 

and down the tracks, holding on for dear life.  You don’t really know which way 
you are going to fly next, or which way the coaster is going to go.  You just hold 
on and try to enjoy the ride. 

Life is a lot like your typical roller coaster. You can be going along steady 
and then all of a sudden a quick turn comes and you grip a little tighter.  Some 
turns are unexpected and others you can see coming.  Either way you are stuck 
on this coaster and the only thing you can do is go with it.  You have to learn 
how to handle yourself during the turns and the loop de loops. You won’t always 
see what’s around the corner but as long as you know in the end that corner will 
straighten out, you can steadily breathe your way thru the twist. 

A lot of times in life we have periods where everything is great.  We also have 
periods of time where it doesn’t even seem possible that things could be any worse. 

In those bad times we can’t see any light at the end of the 
tunnel.  Sometimes we feel it is just going to continue 
on forever. It is really hard during those ‘hand gripping’ 
moments on the roller coaster to try and be positive. We 
have all experienced the low parts.  But then hopefully 
we have all experienced the happy times as well; those 
periods in time where finally things are going smoothly 
again. Because there are constant changes in our roller 
coaster lives, it is so important to cherish those happy times when you have them.  
To embrace being happy when you are and to hold on to it as long as possible. 

Life is a roller coaster. When you are up, you might come down.  But when 
you are down, you can always go up.  The hard thing is remembering that through 
the times when you are gripping hard, you will again have the times where you 
can let your hands loose, wave them in the air and scream from the excitement of 
it all. 

Sidewalk Repair
ron Nagai, Porter ranch Neighborhood Council Boardmember

Majestic tree lined streets in Porter Ranch are unfortunately plagued with cracked, 
broken and dangerous sidewalks. To address this issue, Mr. Ming Gong, Los 
Angeles Program Manager for the 50/50 Sidewalk Reconstruction Project 

was the guest speaker at an informative and emotional Porter Ranch Neighborhood 
Council meeting on July 8. 

He explained that the City has 11,000 miles of sidewalk, 4,000 miles of which 
needs repair. No permanent repairs were completed from 1976 to 2000. Last year 59 
miles were repaired. At that rate it would take the City 83 years to repair sidewalks 
currently damaged. 

The 50/50 program was created to accelerated sidewalk repair. Participating 
residents pay 50% of the reconstruction cost and the City of Los Angeles contributes 
the matching funds. The reconstruction cost of $18/square foot includes labor, 

materials and necessary tree work. Those interested in the program should contact Mr. 
Gong’s office at 818 374-6857. The first step is to schedule an on site meeting with 
an estimator. Upon payment of the resident’s 50% share ($9/square foot), the project 
will be scheduled for completion within 3-6 months. The participating residents are 
asked to sign an agreement which details the scope of work and their share of the 
reconstruction cost.

Some benefits of the program include: no permit fees, no inspection fees, 
workmanship guaranteed for five years and of course safe sidewalks. Signing up for 
the program moves you up the priority list for sidewalk repair.

This program currently handles about 450 requests a year. They are hoping to 
add two new crews which would increase capacity to 900 requests per year. The 
program only applies to residential requests.

Health Care
Lt. Gov. John Garamendi and a coalition of unions, business 

owners and neighborhood groups began a $40 million national 
advertising campaign calling for a health care system that 

ensures care for all Americans.
“For economic reasons, for personal reasons, for national 

security reasons, the health care debate must take place in this 
presidential election,'' Garamendi said as he stood in front of Los 
Angeles County+USC Medical Center.

The campaign will begin with $1.5 million of television, print 
and online advertising. The ads will be aimed at pressing presidential 
candidates to make health care one of their top priorities.

Another $25 million will be spent over the next five months 
for advertisements in 45 states.

Garamendi noted that 6 million people in the state have no 
heath insurance.

“All of us are one job, one illness away from not having health 
care insurance,” he said.

Parking Fees
“Moving Up”

The cost of removing a “boot” from a vehicle whose owner has 
failed to pay at least five parking tickets will increase, as will 
parking at meters citywide, under ordinances approved by the 

Los Angeles City Council.
On the Los Angeles Department of Transportation's 

recommendation, the council voted to increase the boot removal fee 
from $125 to $150. The higher fee will generate about $743,700 a 
year -- an increase of $123,950 over fiscal year 2006-07.

Boots are placed on vehicles when the owners have five or more 
outstanding parking citations. The wheel locking device remains on 
the car for 24 hours. If the release fee is not paid during that time, the 
vehicle is towed and impounded.

The council also agreed to increase rates for its 40,000 parking 
meters to a minimum of $1 per hour, which had ranged in price from 
25 cents per hour to $2, according to LADOT.

The cost to park at a meter that previously cost 75 cents per 
hour or more will double when the ordinance takes effect this month. 
Most meter prices have not increased in 20 years.

The hours of operations for metered parking will also 
expand. Drivers will be required to feed meters until 8 p.m. In 
major entertainment and shopping areas of the city, meters will be 
operational until midnight on Fridays and Saturday and from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Sundays.

Parking meters generate $20 million a year for the city. The 
new meter rates and extended hours are expected to increase that 
annual revenue by $18 million.
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“Dear Teacher is looking forward to hearing from you.
dearteacher@verizon.net  or

     Dear Teacher - P.O. Box 7011 - Mission Hills, CA 91346-7011

Dear Teacher
A Listening Ear; A Listening Heart

editor’s Note: 
“Dear Teacher” is finally a way for students, parents, and teachers 
to express their concerns, ask questions, and seek problem resolution 
regarding issues facing us in the educational arena.
E-mail or snail mail “Dear Teacher” and all correspondence will be 
answered.  Some will  actually be published in this newspaper.

“ The test of the morality of a society is what it does for its 
children.”    Dietrich BonhoefferThe New “F” Word

We Should Say to Ourselves
By Liane Caryl, M.D., Valley Voice Contributor

A special thank you to reader PJ of Encino for suggesting this topic.

There is a word in the English language that begins with the letter 
“f” that is not frequently used in polite conversation. Perhaps it 
should be. The word is “forgiveness.” 

This particular word is usually thought of in a religious context, 
as being beneficial to the soul. However, there is a growing body of 
scientific evidence showing that forgiveness also benefits the entire 
body. 

Harboring feelings of anger can cause a chronic flow of stress 
chemicals to the body systems and may lead to the classic health 
problems associated with stress, such as headaches, trouble sleeping, 
high blood pressure, depression, heart attack, stroke, skin problems, 

digestion problems, and overwhelming anxiety. 
The benefits of forgiveness include a reduction of stress, lower blood pressure, lower 

risk of depression and anxiety, a reduction in chronic pain, improved social relationships, and 
improvement in overall well-being. Don’t worry if you’ve never forgiven anyone for anything 
yet– it’s not too late. A recent national survey found that the health benefits of forgiveness were 
more likely to occur in people over the age of 45.

Forgiveness is not without controversy. Sure, it has been shown to benefit mental and 
physical health. But how many people do you know who would be honestly willing to work on 
developing positive feelings toward someone who has been horribly abusive or committed some 
terrific offense against them? Would you? Besides, it is not always recommended for someone 
who has been severely traumatized to forgive too soon after the trauma, or even at all.  

To forgive or not to forgive – it is neither a simple decision nor a simple process, but 
certainly worthy of consideration. So why not work on forgiving yourself first. Yes, yourself. 
How often have you blamed yourself for someone else’s predicament, or told yourself that things 
didn’t work out the way you wanted because you probably were just not good enough, rich 
enough, thin enough, or smart enough, or convinced yourself that something bad happened to 
you because you deserved it. You can stress yourself out through what you choose to believe. It 
doesn’t matter whether or not it is true. If you think you’re guilty in your mind, your body will 
think so too. 

Stand in front of the mirror, look yourself in the eyes, and say “(Your name), I forgive you.” 
Forgive yourself for not being perfect. Forgive yourself for making a mistake - take responsibility 
for it, make appropriate amends, and move on.  Beating yourself up over and over will not change 
a situation. Do not expect or demand forgiveness from someone else. You cannot control other 
people’s happiness or success - you can only be responsible for your own. So forgive yourself for 
all the guilts you have collected and start living with more joy, compassion, and kindness towards 
YOU. Then, watch it all spread  like fire to the other facets of your life. Doctor’s orders.      

By Sandy Ojeda
Valley Voice Education Editor

The New “F” Word
We Should Say to Ourselves

Dear Teacher,
     I’m in 5th grade, and I want to know what magnet schools are in LAUSD.  
K.H., 5th Grade

Dear K.H.,
     Go to www.lausd.net.  In the red tool bar, you’ll see ‘schools’.  Click on 
that, and in the drop down menu, click on ‘Guide to Schools’.  You’ll then 
see magnets.  I hope that provides you with the necessary information.

Dear Teacher,
     I’ve been teaching for 25 yrs. for LAUSD, and I plan to retire soon.  Is 
it true that if I work for LAUSD my first year of retirement as a substitute, or 
in another capacity, they’ll limit my income?  R.K., Soon to retire

Dear Soon to Retire
     Yes, it’s true.  If you wait a year and start working for the district after 
that first year, you won’t have a limit on what you can earn.  There are some 
exceptions, so if you’re considering a specialized job, check with them as to 
whether it applies or not.

Dear Teacher,
     My son is 13, and he just doesn’t seem to be interested in anything.  The 
only thing he cares at all about is drawing pictures.    Help

Dear Help,
     Try to provide your son with the opportunities that focus on his interest.  
The community colleges offer art classes, and night schools  often have classes 
for youngsters.  His middle school should also offer art classes as possible 
electives.  Try contacting the YMCA and local Parks and Rec. Hopefully, by 
engaging him in activities that he enjoys, he’ll not only develop his talents, 
but he’ll respond to other things with more enthusiasm.

Dear Teacher,
     In my summer school class, the teacher took us on a field trip to the park.  
She said we get another trip.  What’s a nice place to visit?  Maybe I can tell 
her.   C.W., 4th grade

Dear C.W.,
      The Gene Autry Museum is great, especially if you like the old west.  
Two other good trips are the Reagan Library in Simi Valley, and The Museum 
of Tolerance on W. Pico Blvd. in Los Angeles. 

Worthwhile Web - www.kbstudents.com
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LAS BRISAS AT PORTER RANCH...CAN WE AFFORD IT?you bet we can!
PREQUALIFY

NOW! 
First Sales Release 

Saturday,
August 2nd!  

Right now at Las Brisas, a gorgeous new home indesirable 
Porter Ranch is priced just right for you. Discover stylish new 
townhomes in a private, guard-gated setting with great access 
to amenities like a future rec center with pool and spa.
Las Brisas: new homes at Porter Ranch that you can afford— 
and that you can’t afford to miss!

LAS BRISAS AT PORTER RANCH
Luxury 2-Story Townhomes
Guard-Gated
1,249 to 1,641 Sq. Ft.
Up to 3 Bedrooms • Up to 3 Baths plus Powder
From the Mid $300,000s

20327 PASEO MERIANA
NORTHRIDGE, CA 91326

818.886.2691
WWW.SHAPELL.COM

OPEN DAILY 10 A.M. TO 6 P.M.
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