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Home Sales,
Prices Drop

ome sales in Los Angeles County dipped by 3.2 percent in July,
compared to the same month a year ago, while prices dropped
26.9 percent, a real estate information service reported.
A total of 6,592 homes sold in July, down from 6,809 for July
2007, while the median price of a home in Los Angeles County last
month was $400,000, down from $547,500 in the same month a year
ago, according to San Diego-based MDA DataQuick.
In Orange County, the median home price was $461,000, down
28 percent from the July 2007 median of $640,000, according to
DataQuick. A total of 2,799 homes were sold in the county last month,
up 17.1 percent from the 2,391 home sales in July 2007.
According to DataQuick, home sales in the six-county Southern
California region reached their highest level in more than a year last
month as bargain-hunters snagged foreclosure properties in affordable
neighborhoods.
“What we're looking at is a fire sale of properties in newer
affordable neighborhoods that were bought or refinanced near the
price peak with lousy mortgages,” said John Walsh, MDA DataQuick
president. “What we're still not seeing is this level of distress spreading
to more expensive or established neighborhoods.”
A total of 20,329 new and resale homes sold in Los Angeles,
Riverside, San Diego, Ventura, San Bernardino and Orange counties
in July, the highest total since March 2007, when 21,856 homes were
sold.
Sales were 16.7 percent higher than June and up 13.8 percent
from July 2007.
The median price of a Southern California home was $348,000
in July, down 2 percent from $355,000 in June and down 31.1 percent
from $505,000 in July 2007.

3-Day Outdoor Limit?

Tougher Water Plan
Facing Angelenos

M
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ayor Antonio Villaraigosa has signed into law a revised
city ordinance that limits how and when Angelenos can use
water outdoors and imposes water restrictions on restaurants
and hotels.
Residents are now prohibited from watering their lawns
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., and from watering more than 15 minutes
a day.
The previous ordinance, passed in 1990, banned outdoor
watering between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. from April 1 to Sept. 30 and
between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. from Oct. 1 to March 31.
“L.A.'s future depends on our willingness to adopt an ethic
of conservation. These first steps represent the beginning of our
march toward sustainability and success,” Villaraigosa said.
Residents are also prohibited from using a hose to wash
off paved surfaces and must use a hose equipped with an automatic
shut-off nozzle when washing their cars.
Residential DWP customers who violate the rules will
receive a warning and could be fined $100, which is double the old
fine of $50 for a second-time offense. The fine for businesses that
violate the rules quadrupled to $200. Repeat residential offenders
can be fined up to $300 and commercial customers up to $600.
“It is a blunt recognition that we face a water shortage in
this city, and it is a visionary road map as to how we are going
to provide for water supplies here in the city,” said DWP General
Manager David Nahai. “The water conservation ordinance aims to
heighten awareness and it aims to change behavior.”
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger declared a statewide drought
on June 4. In the event that the water situation worsens in the city
of Los Angeles, the DWP could limit outdoor watering to Mondays,
Thursdays and Saturdays. That decision would be made by the Board
of Water and Power Commissioners upon staff's recommendation.
The water restrictions and fines are part of the 20-year water
conservation plan announced in May by the mayor and Nahai.

Students Under 18 Affected

Curfew to Keep
Kids in School

T

he city's curfew ordinance was amended by the Los Angeles City Council in an
effort to keep minors in class during school hours.
Any student under the age of 18 will now be required to remain in school
during the day and at home between 10 p.m. and sunrise the following morning.
The city's previous curfew law limited juveniles from being in public streets,
highways, roads, parks and other public places between 8:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. and
after 10 p.m.
The amended curfew law is intended to make it easier for Los Angeles police
officers to keep children on campus.
LAPD Assistant Chief Earl Paysinger said the Los Angeles Unified School District
has 40,000 unauthorized absences a day.
Minors accompanied by their parents, guardian, spouse or school official would be
exempt from the curfew.
At night, youths may be out if they are running an errand for a parent, attending a
public meeting, involved in an emergency, or leaving a movie, sporting event or other
entertainment activity.

J

Free Dinner and a Movie

oin Councilman Greig Smith for a FREE movie and FREE BBQ dinner from
Outdoor Grill, donated by United Firefighters Los Angeles, Saturday, Sept.
6, 7:15 p.m. at Northridge Park, 10058 Reseda Blvd.
There will be free facepainting for kids, donated by Coldwell Banker, and as
always, free popcorn.
Enter the free raffle to win gift
certificates for dinner and a movie for
two donated by Los Toros Mexican
Restaurant and Mann Theatres.
Bring blankets and chairs. Alcohol
and pets are not allowed.
For more information, please call
(818) 756-8501 or email
Megan.Cottier@lacity.org.

“Grease”

Northridge High SchoolWho Will Take the Lead?

Reiter-Wrong?
By Mel Reiter, Valley Voice
The team representing Northridge – students,
parents and teachers – are back to the “starting blocks.” As detailed
in our last issue of The Valley Voice, this group overwhelming wants
its own high school. But just as China controlled the “politics” of the
recently-concluded Olympics, the pro-high school group finds itself in
the hands of others.
Remembering it took over 30 years to begin plans for a new K through 8 school in
Porter Ranch, the ultimate success will depend on the leadership of our school board rep, the
Superintendent’s office, LAUSD demographics and facilities boards, and our local councilman
– all of which have been silent at this point as to take leadership roles.
Even Northridge’s three neighborhood councils, financially supported by the city, remain
muted on the subject. Why the inaction? Many parents believe few politicians want to take on an
active role as the push for a new school could take 10 to 15 years. Councilman Greig Smith said he
plans to retire after this term, our LAUSD Board Rep is said to be anxious to run for a City Council
seat, and who knows where all of the other officials will be in a decade or so.
Unfortunately, the clock is running against Northridge. If a new high school would most
likely be located south of the 118 Freeway, a 10 to 15 acre site, even for a “smaller” scale facility,
adequate land space could be difficult to secure.
In our questions to over 200 residents, none could recall an area and population of Northridge
that didn’t have its own high school. When reminded that we have a beautiful university with over
30,000 students – but NO high school, everyone remains totally flabbergasted.
Where will our leadership come from? Please send your comments to
mel@evalleyvoice.com.
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION - So what’s new? Let’s face it – most of us took the party of
our parents, and when joining the working class and raising families, we voted our “pocketbooks.”
(Our “Hat’s are off” to the true Independents!)
Cutting through all the political layers, what do you have to decide? Do you vote Republican
in the belief that major tax cuts for the wealthy helps stimulate the economy by encouraging
investment? Do you vote Democratic, placing higher taxes on the affluent with the conviction that
such re-distribution pays for government programs?
How can we be sure we will elect the better person to be our next President? If everyone
would simply make their vote a reflection of their heart, head and soul, not just the pocketbook!

SIGNS OF THE TIMES – It’s unfortunate to see so many trucks parked along
Rinaldi in Northridge representing handyman, refuse, and other business services. Hopefully
they all will be calling on their customers in the very near future.
POLITICAL CONVENTIONS – Do you have that same feeling that there will be
more coverage on the planned demonstrations outside the conventions, than inside?
ON JOSEPH BIDEN – On some non-political notes: The horrific auto accident that
claimed his wife and daughter in 1972; his recovery from life-threatening brain aneurysms
in 1988; his family-loyal dedication of taking Amtrak everyday while serving in the Senate,
between Washington D.C. and his Wilmington, Del. home.
SUB-PRIME PROBLEMS are far from over, and yet another major problem
appears to be worsening – the major banks and their credit card customers!
In an unusual move for Congress, the House approved some legislation in July aimed
at curbing some of the credit card abuses, slamming consumers with unexpected fees, late
charges, rate hikes, inadequate disclosures, billing practices, among others.
The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC), which regulates national banks,
is now warning the Fed against going too far. Fortunately, a number of bills have been
introduced in Congress this year (but none expected to be law before 2009) in attempts to rein
in the banks, also sending strong messages to the Fed against caving into industry attempts to
water them down.

'Where You From?'
By Larry Elder

Special to the Valley Voice

“Where you from?”
An illegal alien from Mexico, Pedro Espinoza,
allegedly asked that of Jamiel Shaw Jr., 17 — before
Espinoza shot and killed him.

Shaw, a promising high-school student athlete wooed by Stanford
and Rutgers, was gunned down at 8:40 p.m. just three doors from his
Los Angeles home, where his father, Jamiel Shaw Sr., awaited his arrival
from the mall. Shaw's mother, Anita, learned the news of her son's March
2 shooting death while serving as an Army sergeant in Iraq.
Edwin Ramos, an illegal alien from El Salvador, on June 22 allegedly
gunned down and killed Tony Bologna and his sons Michael, 20, and
Matthew, 16. The Bologna family, coming back from a barbecue in their
SUV, apparently blocked Ramos' car in a San Francisco intersection.
According to reports, after the Bologna vehicle backed up and let the
Ramos car pass by, Ramos allegedly opened fire on the family.
The common factor in these killings, as with so many others: The
alleged killers came to the country illegally. Federal officials estimate
that 40,000 of the 170,000 inmates held in Los Angeles County jails
each year are illegal immigrants. And in the cases of Espinoza and
Ramos, the police had previously arrested each and — for reasons that
remain unclear — the authorities either never referred the arrested alien
to Immigration and Customs Enforcement for deportation or ICE failed
to institute deportation proceedings.
Before Shaw's murder, Espinoza had been arrested by Culver City
police and served time in a Los Angeles County jail for assault with a
deadly weapon. Jamiel Shaw was killed the day after Espinoza's release
from jail.
Five years ago, 17-year-old Ramos was convicted and sent to a
juvenile shelter for severely beating a suspected rival gang member. After
serving a few months, Ramos was released to his mother for probation.
Four days after that, he attempted to mug a pregnant woman. Ramos was
convicted of attempted robbery and sent to a juvenile camp.
After Ramos turned 18, federal authorities learned of his illegal
status when he applied — and was rejected — for legal residency. The
illegal alien then married a U.S. citizen and applied for permanent
residency — the case still pending when the Bolognas were killed.
Three months before the Bologna murders, Ramos was stopped in
the notorious Tenderloin district, and his passenger tried to dispose of a
handgun that had been used in a double murder the day before. Ramos
was arrested on felony weapons charges, as well as membership in a
criminal street gang. Three days after his arrest, Ramos was freed when
city prosecutors declined to file charges against him. And ICE did not
ask about Ramos' immigration status until after he was released.
Retired San Francisco Police Capt. Tim Hettrich says San Francisco
Police Chief Heather Fong told him, “You are not to work with these

(Continued on page 9)
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Racial Profiling

T

he Los Angeles Police Department's in-car video cameras and a greater
emphasis on respect for suspects and victims may help resolve or avoid
complaints of racial profiling, which are often found to be meritless, the
Police Commission was told.
The update on racial profiling comes four months after the commission
was told that 252 out of 320 allegations that officers stopped, questioned or
confronted someone solely because of their race were classified as unfounded.
The remaining cases were found to have either insufficient evidence to reach a
conclusion or no misconduct was uncovered.
A report presented today by commission Executive Director Richard
Tefank found other police departments have similar results investigating racial
profiling. Nineteen police agencies from across the country received 371 racial
profiling complaints over a two-year period, and four were substantiated,
according to Tefank's report.

Jamiel's Law
Eyes Illegals

V

olunteers have been collecting signatures for a ballot initiative sponsored
by a mayoral candidate that would allow Los Angeles police to arrest gang
members who are in the country illegally, even if they have not committed
other crimes.
Jamiel's Law was proposed in March following the shooting death of
17-year-old Jamiel Shaw, a Los Angeles High School football player who
had drawn recruiting interest from Stanford and Rutgers. Shaw was allegedly
killed by Pedro Espinoza, a 19-year-old gang member who was in the country
illegally.
Led by mayoral candidate Walter Moore, volunteers are gathering
signatures in an attempt to place the initiative on the March 2009 city ballot
- when Moore will be running in the mayoral primary. The group needs 73,963
valid signatures from Los Angeles registered voters by Oct. 26 for the initiative
to qualify.
Moore said he did not have a tally yet.
He said all the name gatherers are volunteers, and that the petitions would
be sent to Shaw's family before being taken to City Hall.
He said people who sign the petitions are not obligated to vote for him,
“but I wouldn't mind it.”
Since 1979, the LAPD has operated under Special Order 40, which bars
officers from initiating contact with suspects for the sole purpose of inquiring
about their immigration status.

Graffiti Law

A

n ordinance would enable the county to fine taggers for the damage they
cause.
Supervisor Gloria Molina came up with the idea after a Pico Rivera
grandmother was gunned down Aug. 10, 2007, when she tried to stop a graffiti
vandal from defacing a wall near her home.
The average taxpayer cost to catch a tagger is $665, and the average cost
of removing or painting over graffiti is $552 per incident, according to Chief
Executive Officer William Fujioka.
In response to the Pico Rivera killing, the county created a six-month pilot
program known as the Vandalism Enforcement Team, which targeted taggers
in Pico Rivera and the unincorporated area near Whittier. Between Jan. 6 and
June 30, the team arrested 168 taggers who had caused an estimated $345,000
in damage, according to sheriff's Capt. Michael Rothans.
Violent crime in those areas also dropped, he said, and none of the suspects
initially arrested were caught reoffending.

One Month

FREE RENT*
with a one-year
agreement
*some restrictions apply

Deport Yourself
Program Set

S

anta Ana and San Diego will be two of four test cities for a federal “deport
yourself” program where people already convicted of being in this nation
illegally can avoid arrest by signing up to leave, in a test program announced
by federal officials.
Persons who have already lost in immigration court, and who have
outstanding final deportation orders that they have not obeyed, can avoid arrest
through the program, the Immigrations and Customs Enforcement agency said.
By some counts, as many as 572,000 people in the United States are
considered “fugitive aliens” by ICE and face arrest and possible imprisonment
if found by immigration agents, even if they are found while leaving the United
States. Fugitive aliens are commonly arrested as they attempt walking out of the
U.S. at the Tijuana pedestrian crossing.
People who register for “Operation Scheduled Departure” will be given 90
days to get their affairs in order and arrange to leave the U.S. Those who request
financial assistance for a ticket to a distant nation will receive it, and once they
leave they are banned from returning to the U.S., even legally, for 20 years.
Persons with criminal warrants will be arrested, however, as the program is
not an amnesty program, officials said.
The program will be tested in the Santa Ana and San Diego offices in
California, as well as Phoenix and Charlotte, N.C.

Day Laborers

C

ompanies that open large home-improvement stores in Los Angeles would
have to set aside space for day laborers under an ordinance unanimously
approved today by the City Council's Planning and Land Use Management
Committee.
The proposed ordinance, which must still be approved by the full council,
would require new home improvement stores that are 100,000 square feet
or larger, or any building or structure where 250,000 square feet or more of
warehouse floor area is added, to set aside space for day laborers seeking
employment from customers.
The shelters would have to be easily accessible and equipped with drinking
water, bathrooms, tables with seating and trash facilities.
Home-improvement stores would also be required to develop a security
plan in consultation with the Los Angeles Police Department.
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High Schools Lag

LAUSD Students’
Scores Show Gains

L

os Angeles Unified students continued to show slight gains on standardized
tests this year, but just more than one-third of the district's students scored
“advanced” or “proficient” in math and English, according to test results.
According to results of the 2008 Standardized Testing and Reporting Program
released by state Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell, 34 percent
of LAUSD students in grades 2-11 scored advanced or proficient in English, up
from 31 percent last year and up from 23 percent in 2003.
The rate of advanced or proficient scores in math among students in grades
2-7 was 34.8 percent, up from 31 percent last year and up from 26 percent in
2003.
Districts use the scores to determine whether schools are meeting the
minimum requirements set by the federal No Child Left Behind law.
“I continue to be impressed by the academic achievements of our elementary
school students and am pleased with the signs of improvement at the middle
school level,” said LAUSD Superintendent David L. Brewer. “However, we still
have a great deal of work ahead of us to improve the proficiency and academic
performance of our high school students.”
Brewer noted that 45 percent of the district's fourth-graders scored proficient
or advanced in English, while 44 percent of second-graders scored at that level. He
said more than half of LAUSD second- through fourth-graders scored proficient
or advanced in math.
O'Connell said that while improvement is being made, there is still plenty of
room for improvement.
“While there is much to celebrate in the substantial gains made by all
subgroups of students over the last five years, we cannot lose sight of the fact
that more than half of our students, and too many students of color, are still not
meeting our high standards,” O'Connell said.
He said he was particularly concerned about black students, whose English
scores were just one point ahead of Latinos - a group that includes a significant
number of English-learners.

Budget Woes

L

ocal lawmakers continued to play the blame game after Republicans
blocked a Democratic plan for a budget that would have reduced the state's
$15.2-billion deficit through tax hikes on the wealthy and corporations.
“The bottom line is we cannot solve a $15-billion deficit without new
revenue,” said Assembly Speaker Karen Bass, D-Los Angeles.
The tax increases proposed by Democrats would affect California families
with annual incomes of at least $321,000 dollars.
“We need this group of Californians to contribute to the economy,” she
said.
Republicans, most of whom have signed a pledge not to raise taxes, said the
Democratic spending plan would damage the state economy.
Republicans rejected a Democratic compromise to limit future spending in
exchange for a tax hike.
The bill, which would  have raised the income-tax rate for families earning
more than $321,000 to 10 percent and those earning more than $642,000 to 11
percent.
Both groups currently pay 9.3 percent, which is already one of the highest
rates in the country, according to the Los Angeles Times.
The proposal also would have raised the corporate tax rate from 8.8 percent
to 9.3 percent.
No Republicans voted for the plan.
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger is among the only Republicans who has
indicated he is flexible on raising taxes.
Democrats have also suggested temporarily upping the sales tax by one cent
per dollar.
The budget is about six weeks overdue, and to keep the state from running
out of money, Schwarzenegger signed an executive order to reduce the pay for
most state workers to the federal minimum wage of $6.55 an hour until a budget
is approved.
Some state services are already being effected, especially Department of
Motor Vehicle offices, and schools and social services could also start feeling the
pinch if the impasse continues.
The proposal received 45 votes, with 30 against, falling short of the 54
votes, or two-thirds majority, it needed to pass.

A

Trash FeesUp Again

city ordinance that would increase trash fees by 30 percent was approved
by the Los Angeles City Council.
Single-family households would pay $36.32 a month for garbage
collection and multi-family units would see the fee increase from $17.16 to
$24.33 a month.
The new fees would go into effect Sept. 1.
The higher trash fees were assumed in the $7.01 billion city budget approved
by the council in May.
In 1988, the trash fee was established at $1.50. The fee increased over the
years and by 2006 was $11. That year the council voted to increase the price to
$28. Even though the money went into the city's general fund, and could not
be earmarked for a specific purpose, it was touted as a way to hire more police
officers.
City Controller Laura Chick released a report earlier this month that found
the Bureau of Sanitation had collected an additional $137 million over the last
two years thanks to the higher trash fee. Of those funds, $86.5 million was spent
to hire 405 police officers.
September, 2008

Community Papers —
Sweet Spot of the Industry

C

ommunity newspapers remain the sweet spot of the industry with only a slight
downturn in advertising revenues, according to second quarter 2008 financial data
collected by the trade association — Suburban Newspapers of America (SNA). The
SNA financial reporting group reports total ad revenue at $482 million, a 2.4% decline from
the same quarter in 2007.
Hundreds of daily and weekly community newspapers, representing nearly 14.5 million
in circulation with annual revenues of over $2 billion, now participate in the SNA financial
reporting group. A beta report conducted earlier this year by SNA showed a 2.7% decline for
the first quarter of 2008 against the same quarter of 2007. The group also reported total ad
revenues were up .5% (2007 vs. 2006) as compared to the overall industry decline of 7.9%
as reported by the Newspaper Association of America.
“Community newspapers are doing well because they provide much needed hyperlocal news and advertising,” said SNA President Nancy Lane. “Advertisers, especially at
the community level are reaching an engaged audience that no other medium can effectively
serve.”
After experiencing a growth year in 2007, and in contrast to overall industry financial
headlines, community newspapers are not experiencing the massive ad revenue declines,
according to findings in the second quarter report.
“Most of our newspapers also are not overly-reliant on classified or national advertising
and this serves them well during this current economic downturn,” Lane said.
(The Valley Voice is a member of SNA, and received a first place Journalism award
from the group in 2007.)

Valley Shelter On Hold

T

No Money for Spay,
Neuter Ordinance

he Los Angeles Department of Animal Services is unprepared to promote and
enforce a new city law that requires most dogs and cats to be spayed or neutered,
according to an audit.
Ed Boks, the general manager of Animal Services, said he agrees with the audit
conducted by City Controller Laura Chick and cited a lack of funds as part of the
problem.
The ordinance, which was signed in February and will go into effect on Oct. 1, comes
at a time when Animal Services cannot afford to open a newly constructed $14 million
shelter in the San Fernando Valley and may have to lay off 27 animal care technicians,
Boks said.
The new city law requires most dogs and cats to be spayed or neutered by the time
they are four months old. Owners who do not comply with the law will receive information
on subsidized sterilization services.
If their pets are not fixed within 60 days, owners could face a $100 fine or eight
hours of community service. A third offense could result in a $500 fine or 40 hours of
community service.
The ordinance exempts animals that have competed in shows or sporting competitions;
dogs in the process of earning agility, carting, herding, protection, rally, hunting, working
or other titles; guide, signal or service dogs; canines that are used by law enforcement
agencies; and animals for which there are valid breeding permits.
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Medicare Report

edicare Part D prescription drug coverage could be accepted at Los Angeles
County outpatient pharmacies within two years under a pilot program
approved by the Board of Supervisors.
The supervisors authorized a pilot program for one county facility to being
accepting the coverage, which subsidizes the costs of prescription drugs for Medicare
beneficiaries, by April 2009.
If the program is successful, the county's remaining 18 outpatient pharmacies
will begin accepting the coverage by early 2010, at a total cost of $81,000.
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Pastor Dudley - Shepherd of the Hills

Going for the
GOLD

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford

I

believe it’s safe to say that Olympic fever
swept across the world during the end of
August. The Olympian in the forefront of the
games was inarguably Michael Phelps, whose
eight gold medals captured the attention, if not the
admiration, of nearly everyone who followed the
Games. Phelps strove to earn not only the most
gold medals than any other Olympian, but also to
win the most gold medals during a single Olympic
season. His actions, his focus, and his dedication
all demonstrate to the world that swimming is his
passion. What was the cost for Phelps’ passion?
How can we transfer this to our own lives
to achieve our goals?
Oftentimes the difference between
mediocrity and success is commitment. Do
we reach our full potential by committing
whole-heartedly to our goals? With 17
swims within eight days of competition
during the Games, Phelps’ schedule during
the Olympics was demanding to say the
least. In order to succeed, commitment
must invariably precede convenience.
Do we adhere to this truth with
our own goals? Or do we compromise
or cancel our commitment in the face of trials,
challenges, or opposition? I believe the most
demanding commitment a person can make is to
follow Christ, the cost of which is everything. You
cannot be halfway-committed to Jesus. Following
Him is not just a Sunday-morning thing. It is a
commitment that encompasses every facet of your
life, surrendering it to Jesus, and trusting that His
love for you ensures a perfect plan and purpose for
your life.
Furthermore, Phelps’ passion for swimming
did not span only the duration of the 2008

Olympic games. Recognized as a prodigy at the
age of 11, Phelps’ zeal for swimming has spanned
the majority of his childhood and the duration of
his adult life thus far. According to Associated
Newspapers, Phelps trains six hours per day, six
days a week, including Christmas, swimming
approximately 50 miles per week. His dedication
is definitely inspirational in nature.
Similarly, truly following Christ is evangelistic
in nature—inspiring others to be drawn to the One
who sacrificed His very life for you and me—by
sharing the joy, hope, and love we experience

S

of Phelps’ body has also adapted to accommodate
his training: pumping 30 liters of blood a minute,
twice that of an average man, and producing a third
of the lactic acid (which causes muscle burn) of
the average swimmer. Inadequate sustenance and
preparedness are therefore not an option, as
they could be fatal to Phelps’ goal, and
injurious to his health.
How much more motivated should we
be, when we consider not only a life and
death, but also a life, death, and eternity
issue? Jesus lived and died for us on
earth: “For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life” (John 3:16). Not only does
Jesus want us to “have life, and have it to
the full” (John 10:10), but He also wants
us to avoid spiritual death by living for all
eternity with Him in heaven.
Interested in pursuing a goal that extends
beyond this life and into eternity? Please join
us at Shepherd of the Hills Church as we begin
a new sermon series called, “Imprint,” studying
the words of Jesus and their eternal impact on our
lives and hearts.
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford is the Senior
Pastor of Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter
Ranch.

“I believe the most demanding
commitment a person can make is
to follow Christ, the cost of which is
everything. You cannot be halfwaycommitted to Jesus. Following Him is
not just a Sunday-morning thing.”
through Him. Do our efforts to serve our community,
love people, and champion for those who are not
in the position to do so themselves, attract others
to the source of our love? Do our lives illustrate
the signature of Jesus? Loving the lost is Jesus’
passion. As a follower of Christ, is it yours?
The scope of our passion also impacts
whether or not we achieve our goals. In a certain
way, training to compete at Phelps’ pace is a life
and death issue. In order to sustain his pace, Phelps
must consume 12,000 calories per day, six times
that of an average man. In fact, the very workings
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Commitment to Excellence,
Outstanding Service
“Thanks to Dr. Riley's office,
I've got my smile back and
with that the self confidence
to shine in professional and
social settings.”

DENTISTRY PERFORMED BY RILEY DENTAL GROUP

Since 1953, Riley Dental Group has been serving the cosmetic and dental needs of
the entire Los Angeles community. Within the last year alone, our doctors have
completed almost 700 hours of the most elite training available in cosmetic,
reconstructive and neuromuscular dentistry. If you want a gorgeous smile,
call our San Fernando office today to schedule your complementary
smile makeover consultation. We look forward to seeing you.
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Shopping Carts

C

ouncilman Greig Smith introduced an ordinance together with
Councilman Tony Cardenas that would crack down on the blight of
abandoned shopping carts.
The new law would require grocery stores to keep track of their own
shopping carts or face fines. The proposal is modeled after the City of
Glendale's successful shopping cart ordinance, in place since 2006.
Those stores who do not properly manage their shopping carts and
whose carts are found abandoned, would be required to install some type of
cart locking system.

Free Shade Tree

A

s part of the "Trees For A Green LA" City residents can have a shade
tree planted in front of their property for free. The Bureau of Street
Services will select tree locations and suitable tree species to preserve
sidewalks and utility lines.
Shade trees around homes and businesses reduce energy use, raise
property values, keep the air and runoff water into the ocean cleaner, and
keep our community green and beautiful.
To receive your tree you must print out, fill in and mail or fax the
permission form on our website at www.CD12.org.
For more information, call North East Trees at (323) 441-8634.

Local Heroes Commended

C

ouncilman Greig Smith recently presented commendations to some
incredible local heroes who stopped a shooter who opened fire and shot
several people during a community festival at a Church in Granada
Hills.
At the Church festival in May, a man pulled a rifle out of a bag and
began shooting. Art Perez, an off-duty Burbank Police Officer; Charles
Sternberg, a retired Navy fighter pilot; Steve Covacic; Jeff Sempelsz, a
City Department of Water and Power employee; Mike Williams, an offduty LAPD Officer; and Aftab Husain tackled the shooter.
He was arrested before he could injure or kill anyone else. All of the
local heroes are members of the Church's congregation.
One of the victims was also on hand to express her gratitude to these
brave community members. She, as well as the other people who were
injured, have since recovered.

F

FBI “Studying”
Delgadillos

ederal authorities investigating Los Angeles City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo
and his wife are seeking information about her consulting business and
taxes.
Federal prosecutors and FBI agents have expressed interest in at least two
firms that hired Michelle Delgadillo - California Litho-Arts, a printing company
based in Los Angeles, and Diane Castano-Sallee & Associates, sources familiar
with the case told the Los Angeles Times.
A separate source told the newspaper that one area of federal interest is whether
Delgadillo's wife paid taxes on the income earned from her business.
The president of California Litho-Arts, Helen Mars, recently told The Times
that her firm had received a subpoena.
California Litho-Arts had city contracts totaling $36,945 between 1993 and
2002, with the vast majority of those contracts expiring before Rocky Delgadillo
became city attorney in 2001, according to The Times.
Castano-Sallee's business has received more than $350,000 in contracts with
the city attorney from 2001 to 2004, The Times reported.
Last year, The Times reported Michelle Delgadillo's home-based consulting
business, C.R.D. Inc., had failed to file state tax returns and operated for years
without a required city tax registration certificate. The state Franchise Tax Board
suspended the business in 2005 for not filing returns.

O

“Shootout” At City Hall

ne day after the Los Angeles city attorney sued the controller, members of the
City Council sought to avoid a legal battle by asking the two sides to sit down
for a September briefing.
City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo filed the lawsuit against Controller Laura
Chick, asking that a judge affirm his position that the city charter prevents the
controller from conducting performance audits on programs overseen by elected
officials.
Delgadillo's office says such performance audits could become political
ammunition, while Chick argues that taxpayers have a right to know how city money
is spent, regardless of where the program is housed.
The council approved a motion asking that the two sides abandon the lawsuit
and participate in a closed-door briefing on Sept. 3.
“I don't think we can go to the public at this point in time and say the best way
to spend our taxpayers' dollars is to pay for outside counsel for one elected official
against another elected official to defend themselves. I think that would be a fiscally
irresponsible tactic,” said City Councilwoman Wendy Greuel.
A second motion to draft a charter amendment for the March 2009 ballot was
also approved and sent to the Rules and Government Committee.

Be Fire Wise about Wildfires

++

==

DISCOUNTS.
See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

W

By Ron Rauschenberger

ildfires are the most destructive natural disaster on Earth. We've all seen the
pictures. The wildfires that plague our neighboring states, burning up debris and
houses that stand in their path … that lash of orange flame that begins as a spark
and ends in a fire out of control. If you live in foothills, grasslands or mountains, you are at
risk!
Each year thousands of wildfires burn across millions of acres of land, mostly west of
the Mississippi River. In 2004, it cost nearly $890 million to fight these fires, according to the
National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC). Fires play a vital role in nature, helping revitalize
forests and prairies by clearing out underbrush, dead trees and other debris.
However, more and more people are moving into areas that were once considered
remote, where wildfires now pose greater risk to homes and personal safety. In the past
decade, NIFC indicates that annually on average more than 2,600 homes were damaged,
more than 100,000 fires were reported and approximately 4 million acres burned.
Wildfires are often started by lightning. But more – four out of every five fires – are
started by people, according to FEMA. In the past few years, new techniques have been
developed to help combat these devastating fires.
Controlled or prescribed fires are used in many places to remove the fuel that
feeds a fire. Areas close to homes are given extra attention in an effort to keep the fire away
from buildings. There are also things homeowners can do to help protect their property,
possessions and family:
• Install fire detection and sprinkler systems inside your home.
• Use fire resistive building materials outside your home.
• Create a "defensive space" of at least 30 feet by removing dry grass, brush,
dead leaves and downed trees.
• Maintain an emergency water supply.
• Provide ready access to your home and be sure your street name and house
number are identifiable.

Ronald G Rauschenberger, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0606425
11157 Tampa Avenue
Northridge, CA 91326-2254
Bus: 818-360-3534

Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®
P057015 9/05

statefarm.com®

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL
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• Practice emergency preparedness in case you need to evacuate the area.
Be sure your family has a plan of how to escape a fire. If you are caught in a fire, stay
low to the ground where the smoke is not so heavy. Never hide during a fire – always get out
of the house. And once out, do not go back inside. Alert emergency personnel if someone
is trapped inside.
We can live in forested areas, as long as we understand that there are risks in doing
so. If a fire does flare up in your area, remain vigilant to changing conditions and follow
instructions from emergency personnel.
For more information on this and other safety related matters, please visit
statefarm.com.
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SAG Countering
New Challenges

A

powerful group of actors has emerged to challenge the leadership of the
Screen Actors Guild amid an escalation of the warfare plaguing the union
over its stance on a new contract with Hollywood producers.
A group within SAG called Unite for Strength says more than 35 wellknown actors are backing its slate of candidates for 11 Hollywood division seats
on the 71-member national board. The slate also includes candidates running for
22 seats as alternate board members.
The challengers are taking on Membership First, which holds a slight
majority on the national board. They say the majority has bungled SAG's contract
negotiations with studios by waging an ill-thought campaign to discredit the
smaller American Federation of Television and Radio Artists.
AFTRA recently reached agreement on a new three-year contract with the
studios. SAG leaders criticized it bad for actors.
The actors backing the dissidents include Tom Hanks, Alec Baldwin, Sally
Field,  Felicity Huffman, Marcia Cross, Rob Lowe, Sarah Michelle Gellar, Tony
Shalhoub, Gary Sinise, Ed Begley Jr., Patricia Heaton, Jeff Daniels, Victor
Garber, Anthony LaPaglia, William H. Macy and Ron Perlman.
The United For Strength slate they're backing includes Ned Vaughn, Amy
Brenneman, Kate Walsh and Doug Savant.
The Membership First candidates include Joely Fisher, Keith Carradine,
Scott Bakula and Joe Bologna.
In an e-mail to 38,000 Hollywood SAG members, two-time Oscar winner
Field urged colleagues to support the dissidents and “end the senseless war with
AFTRA and start building a united front of actors to fight for more working
opportunities and better pay.”
Ballots have been sent out to SAG's 120,000 members, and the vote will
be tabulated on Sept. 18.

New Sales Tax
On Nov. Ballot

A

S

bill that would allow a proposed half-cent sales tax for Los Angeles County
transportation projects to appear on the Nov. 4 ballot was approved by a
key state Senate committee, but not before notable changes were made,
including a requirement that the Metro Green Line be extended to LAX.
The Senate Appropriations Committee approved Assembly Bill 2321 on
a 14-0 vote, forwarding the bill to the full Senate. The bill would exempt the
proposed levy from the county's sales tax cap, because the additional half-cent
would push Los Angeles County above the legal limit.
The bill passed only after some amendments were made, most notably
adding a provision that the Green Line light rail route be extended to Los Angeles
International Airport.
The proposed sales tax would generate $40 billion for transportation projects
over 30 years. It would require approval by two-thirds of voters to take effect.

College Ripoff
In SF Valley

everal college students in the San Fernando Valley have learned a valuable lesson in
recent weeks - but it didn't come from any of their classes, police said.
Instead, Los Angeles police said these students lost a collective $80,000 maybe more - to con artists posing as business owners with potential career opportunities,
according to a Los Angeles Daily News report.
The students were allegedly told they would be paid $100 to $300 if they cashed
checks for the ``business owners'' and could be considered for jobs at their “growing
company,” Lt. Loren Farrell of the LAPD's Valley Forgery Unit told the paper.
A few days later, the students would learn the checks had been forged.
Four people have been arrested including Branden Saighe, 23, of North Hollywood
who police identified as the “ringleader.”
“This guy was so brazen,” Farrell told the Daily News. “He was doing it almost
every few days.”
So far police have received complaints from students at Pierce College, Valley
College and California State University, Northridge but believe many others may have
been duped.
Anyone with information is asked to call Detective Tammy Thomas at
(818) 374-9420.

SIERRACANYONSCHOOL
Now in its 30th year, Sierra Canyon’s Early Kindergarten through 12th grade
school includes two adjacent campuses spanning 34 acres—the largest
indepentend school footprint in Southern California—and serves families
from approximately 80 zip codes in greater Los Angeles.
The School recently opened a new state-of-the-art 7th – 12th Grade campus.
Visit www.sierracanyonschool.org to see a slide show of our new academic
village:
-

Library and Technology Center
Dedicated Science Wing
Multiple visual arts classrooms for painting, sculpture, photography, etc
Media Center for digital filmmaking, editing and animation
Student Center as a central hub for congregating, studying and socializing
Dance Studio and Black-box theater  
Spacious classrooms with projection equipment and wireless accessibility

From Early Kindergarten to 12th grade, Sierra Canyon is an academically excellent, college
preparatory school committed to an empowering environment in which students realize
their greatest intellectual, creative, ethical, and physical promise.  We are defined by an
energized, attentive, and diverse student-teacher culture.
-

Small class size from EK – 12th grade
Individualized attention
Integrated curriculum
Experienced teachers

Now seeking applicants for the 2009-2010 school year.
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Wescom Closures

ne of the Southland's largest credit unions is going to close 11 of its 55 branches,
as the real estate recession claims more jobs.
The Pasadena Star-News says Wescom Federal Credit Union has issued a
statement citing four straight quarters of net losses as the reason for the planned closure
of 20 percent of its branches.
Wescom, based in Pasadena, has not disclosed which branches will be closed, or
how many people will be laid off. A Northridge branch is located inside Gelsons Market
on Plummer.
In the statement quoted by the Pasadena newspaper, Chief Executive Officer
Darren Williams said the credit union has never made subprime loans.
But Williams blamed the deteriorating economy for the inability of many Wescom
customers to repay their loans. “Some of our members of loans of this nature from other
financial institutions and have been negatively impacted by current economic conditions,”
he said in the statement obtained by the Star-News.
According to the newspaper, the credit union lost $28 million over the least three
months of 2007, plus an additional $7.8 million this year. But the company has $3.69
billion in assets and has 315,000 customers served by offices from Santa Barbara to the
Mexican and Arizona borders.

Times Publisher

T

he former head of DirecTV has been named publisher of the Los Angeles Times.
Eddy Hartenstein will replace David Hiller, who quit July 14, just as
the Tribune Co., the newspaper's parent since 2000, started its latest round of staff
cuts, The Times reported.
With more and more readers turning to the Web for news and online ad
revenues failing to measure up to their paper-and-ink cousins, The Times, like most
other newspapers, is struggling. Circulation has been dropping since the early 1990s
when the The Times was fat with advertising and selling more than 1 million copies per
day.
“I'm not coming into this with blinders on,” Hartenstein, 57, told the newspaper.
“I realize that the problems are huge and daunting, but I don't believe there's anything
that can't be fixed as long as everyone is pulling in the same direction.”
Hartenstein grew up reading The Times in Alhambra.
Daily circulation stands around 774,000 now.murders are down 13.5 percent and
aggravated assaults are down 15.6 percent.

Unemployment Jumps Here

T

he seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for Los Angeles County jumped to 7.5
percent in July, state officials reported.
The July unemployment rate was up from the 7 percent rate in June, and
above the 4.9 percent rate in July 2007, according to the Employment Development
Department.
The seasonally adjusted statewide unemployment rate was 7.3 percent in July, up
from 7 percent in June and above the 5.4 percent rate in July 2007.
The comparable estimates for the nation were 5.7 percent in July, 5.5 percent in June
and 4.7 percent in July 2007.
Between June and July, total nonfarm employment dropped by 39,600 jobs to just
less than 4.1 million in Los Angeles County. Government employment posted the largest
decline, losing 25,800 jobs.
A total of 371,000 people were unemployed in July in Los Angeles County, which
has a labor force of 4.96 million.
Statewide, nearly 1.4 million people were out of work - up slightly from June.

L

Menu Labeling
Coming to L.A.?

arge chain restaurants in the Valley and city would have to provide nutritional
information on printed menus and menu boards under a motion introduced by a
city councilman.
The county Board of Supervisors decided to draft an ordinance to require restaurant
chains in unincorporated parts of the county to display how many calories are in their
menu items.
Los Angeles City Councilman Jose Huizar's motion, which was referred to the Arts,
Parks, Health and Aging Committee, asks the city attorney to write an ordinance that
would require chain restaurants in the city with 15 or more outlets in the state to provide
basic nutritional information per item on menu boards.
Similar menu labeling ordinances are in effect in New York City and San Francisco
and Santa Clara counties.
In July, the City Council approved a one-year moratorium on new fast-food
restaurants in South Los Angeles.
According to county Public Health statistics, the percentage of obese adults in Los
Angeles County increased from 14.3 percent in 1997 to 20.9 percent in 2005.

KNOWN FOR ADVANCED
MEDICINE & EXCEPTIONAL
PATIENT CARE & CLIENT SERVICE

es
Now Introduc
Pampered Boarding
Under a Doctor’s Watchful Eye

Porter Ranch Pharmacy
Free Delivery

818-360-1915

25% off

•Doctor Supervised •Extraordinarily Clean
•Large Heated/Air Conditioned Runs and Suites
•Gated Off-Leash Play Area
•Heated Floors

Soaps, Lotions &
Candles with this
coupon

OPEN 7 DAYS & HOLIDAYS

11167 Tampa Ave
Porter Ranch, CA 91326
Tampa & Rinaldi (next to Facey)
www.PorterRanchPharmacy.com

www.chatvet.com

341-7770

21418 Devonshire Chatsworth 91311
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LOCAL Events

The Valley Voice

19360 Rinaldi Street, Suite 502
Porter Ranch, CA 91326

Street Faire

Smith at PRNC

C

ity Councilman Greig Smith will speak at the next Porter
Ranch Neighborhood Council meeting, discussing current
City Council activities affecting Porter Ranch on Tuesday,
September 9 at Shepherd of the Hills Church. The business
meeting will begin at 6pm and Councilman Smith will speak
at 7pm.

Devonshire Area

T

he Devonshire Area Semi-Annual District Meeting, hosted
by the Devonshire Community Police Station, will be on
Thursday, Sept. 11, 7 p.m. at Shepherd of the Hills Church,
19700 Rinaldi Street, Porter Ranch.
Topic: Unlicensed Group Homes
For more info, call Reserve Officer Erica DeSmith at
(818) 363-1726.

Unity Church of Chatsworth

U

nity Church of Chatsworth joins with Unity churches
worldwide in celebrating World Day of Prayer on Sept. 11, a
day dedicated to uniting all hearts in prayer to establish healing,
goodness and peace in each individual life and all life around
the world. For more information on how to participate in this
celebration of prayer and peace, call Rev. John Washington at
(818) 914-1955.
The church, in conjunction with Unity Church of
Burbank and North Hollywood will be presenting a workshop
series “Compassionate Communication” every Wednesday
in September from 7 to 9 p.m. This workshop series is based
on the non violent communication research and materials of
Marshall Rosenberg, PhD. For information regarding location
of these workshops, contact Rev. John Washington at (818)
914-1955.

Honor a Hero/Hire a Vet

M

ark your calendar for the 8th Annual Granada Hills Street
Faire, a great Valley tradition, on Saturday, Oct. 4, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. in Old Granada Village.
More than 200 local business and nonprofit groups
participate. and giveaways at many booths.
Enjoy outstanding dishes from the area's restaurants
and free entertainment including classic cars, dance troupes
and live blue grass music. Children's activities include pony
rides, a petting zoo, rock climbing, moon bounces, face
painting and health screening services.
Parking and admission are free.
For more information, visit http://www.granadachamber.
com/gh_faire04.html.

Los Angeles Jewish Home

T

he Los Angeles Jewish Home will host High Holiday
services and meals for the community as well as friends
and family of Home residents at both its Grancell Village
Campus at 7150 Tampa Avenue, Reseda and its Eisenberg
Village Campus at 18855 Victory Boulevard, Reseda.
Rosh Hashanah services are scheduled for September
29, 30 and October 1. Yom Kippur services are scheduled
for October 8 & 9. Adult tickets for services, which includes
the Yom Kippur break-the-fast meal, are $45; children under
10 free; adult dinner tickets are $36 for family and friends of
residents, $20 for children under 10, and $45 for community.
Lunch tickets are $25 for adults, $18 for children.
Tickets must be purchased by Thursday, September
25, 2008, and exact schedules for each day are available by
calling 818-774-3386.

Political Memorabilia

O

he Honor A Hero/Hire A Vet Job & Resource Fair will be
held Sept. 17, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Warner Center Marriott
Hotel.
The event is open to the public and is being presented by
the Economic Alliance of the SFV, EDD and partnering with
the SFV/Antelope Valley/Ventura County Veteran Job Fair
Collaboration.
For more information please contact: jscotnsf@edd.
ca.gov or call: 818.890.9428.

n Sunday, October 12, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., members
of the public can buy political Americana, have political
items appraised (and possibly auctioned off), and meet
other collectors at the annual political memorabilia show
& sale hosted by the American Political Items Collectors
(APIC) at 10100 Balboa Blvd at Mayall Street (just south of
Devonshire Blvd).
Admission for APIC members $5.00 (children 13 and
under and all students with ID are admitted free). For more
information, call (818) 894-6113.

Porter Ranch School

Great ShakeOut

T

LAUSD will hold a Draft Environmental Impact Report
community meeting Wednesday, September 24, 6:30 p.m. at
Germain Street Elementary, 20730 Germain Street, Chatsworth,
to present the findings from the environmental impact study for
the Porter Ranch K-8 school, to be built at Mason and Sesnon.
Public comments and questions are welcomed.

Golf Classic

D

on't miss the New Horizons 7th Annual Golf Classic, a
fun day of golf to benefit a great cause. Proceeds benefit
the programs of New Horizons, which assists adults with
disabilities in the San Fernando Valley.
Entry fee is $225 per player - includes a continental
breakfast, BBQ lunch and dinner.
Monday, Sept. 22
Registration 8:00 am
Shotgun start 10:00 am
Porter Valley Country Club
19216 Singing Hills Dr.
Northridge
The deadline for registration is Sept. 15. The tournament
is sponsored by Julie Kavner, the voice of Marge on The
Simpsons TV show.
For more information, contact Nancy Banks at (818) 8949301 x340 or email Nbanks@newhorizons-sfv.org.

Community Clean-Up

M

ark your calendar for our next community clean-up day,
Saturday, Sept. 27, from 8:30 am to 11:30 am.
Kick off at Northridge Park and then split up into teams
for several different projects. Groups are welcome. This event
qualifies for volunteer service hours.
For more information or to RSVP, please contact Megan
Cottier at (818) 756-8501 or email Megan.Cottier@lacity.org.

September, 2008

P

articipate in the Great Southern California ShakeOut! on
November 13. Up to 21 million people across Southern
California will participate in the biggest earthquake drill in
U.S. history.
Register for the ShakeOut Drill for free at www.

shakeout.org/register.
The drill is part of a week (Nov. 12 -16) of
earthquake preparedness activities, with workshops,
lectures, and demonstrations, including the L.A.
International Earthquake Conference hosted by the
City of L.A.
For more information on the L.A. International
Earthquake Conference, visit http://iec.lacity.org/.

•

'Where You From?'
(Continued from page 2)

(federal) people,” and it was “common knowledge” in
the department that “you were not to do anything with
ICE or immigration and illegals, whether or not they
committed a crime — even to arrest them — because
there will be the perception we are harassing illegals.”
I recently interviewed Brian DeMore, field office
director for ICE detention and removal operations in
Los Angeles. DeMore declined to speculate about why
the alleged killer of the Bolognas, Ramos, remained
on the streets. But he agreed that Shaw's killer, Pedro
Espinoza, should have remained in custody and referred
to ICE.
Larry Elder is a syndicated radio talk show host
and best-selling author.
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Los Angeles International Airport, battered by
financially devastated domestic airlines, is now headed
for trouble from overseas.
Foreign carriers, until now a bright spot for the
airport in an increasingly dismal
year, are slashing flights at LAX
amid high fuel costs and slowing
international demand, dealing
yet another blow to Southern
California's economy, the Los Angeles Times reported.
For Southern California passengers, the cuts would
add to travel woes including fewer nonstop flights to
overseas destinations, higher fares and crowded planes,
experts told The Times.
International airlines that seemed more resilient are
now either cutting service altogether or cutting flights
this fall, much like the steps U.S. carriers have taken to
cope with low demand and high fuel costs, The Times
reported. Oil prices have fallen in recent weeks but fuel
still remains costly for carriers.

LAX

O

“Stinky Feet”

ne of the least-pleasant tasks at the airport
security stations may some day be a thing of the
past, if new shoe-sniffing machines being tested
at Los Angeles International Airport work.
A new device that will examine shoes for
explosives - while they are still attached to passengers' feet - will be tested at
LAX by the federal Transportation Security Administration, the Daily Breeze
reported.
Two PassPort scanners will be pressed into service at LAX to evaluate if
the machines are effective and can be approved for use nationwide, said TSA
spokesman Dwayne Baird.
But the machines were only tested this summer, and passengers passing
through the PassPort scanners will still have to have their footwear manually
checked by TSA agents, so the machines can be evaluated.
Some passengers complain that the shoe removal is not only slow and
sometimes stinky, but thousands of sweaty feet walking in the same place
can transmit Athletes' Foot fungus. Many airports distribute paper socks for
passengers to use at security posts, although they are not available at LAX.

T

Taxi Rates Jump 10%

he cost of riding in a taxi in the city of Los Angeles increased 10 percent
under an ordinance approved by the Board of Taxicab Commissioners,
and marks the first increase in two years.
“The approximate 10 percent increase in taximeter rates is much needed
due to the overall escalation in fuel and other operating expenses,” said
commission President Joe Czyzyk.
“It is the commission and the city's responsibility to establish rates, rules
and regulations that aid in the delivery of safe, efficient and reliable taxicab
services to Los Angeles travelers - all while allowing service providers the
opportunity to make a reasonable living,” he said.

Housing Plan

A

non-binding policy plan that outlines the city of Los Angeles' housing
priorities and needs through the year 2014 was unanimously approved
by the City Council.
California cities are required to update and approve a housing element
plan every five to seven years in order to receive state housing funds.
City Councilman Ed Reyes, chair of the Planning and Land Use
Management Committee, called the plan a road map for the city.
“The state establishes how many housing units are needed throughout
California, and every city is required to provide its share of this burden,”
Reyes said.
Los Angeles will need 112,876 new units by 2014 to keep up with the
housing demand, according to the plan.

T

Housing Affordability
Rises Here by 39%

he percentage of first-time buyers able to pay for a median-priced home
in Los Angeles County rose to 39 percent in the second quarter of the
year.
The figure is up from 35 percent during the first quarter of the year
and from the 20 percent during the second quarter of 2007, according to the
California Association of Realtors' Housing Affordability Index.
The minimum household income firsttime buyers needed to qualify to purchase
a median-priced home at $355,130 in the
Los Angeles area was $67,840, according to
CAR.
In neighboring Orange County, the
Mail your Check & Business Card to:
percentage of first-time buyers able to afford
a median-priced home was 41 percent in the
St., Suite 502, Porter Ranch, CA 91326 • 818-341-4839
second quarter of 2008. That's up from 36
percent the previous quarter and 23 percent
in the second quarter of 2007, according to
CAR.
The minimum household income firsttime buyers needed to qualify to purchase a
median-priced home at $470,300 in Orange
County was $89,840, according to CAR.
The percentage of households that could
afford to buy an entry-level home statewide
stood at 48 percent in the second quarter of
the year, up from 43 percent in the previous
quarter and 24 percent in the same period a
year ago.
The minimum household income needed
to purchase an entry-level home at $329,120
in California in the second quarter of 2008
was $62,870, based on an adjustable interest
rate of 5.69 percent and assuming a 10 percent
down payment, according to CAR.
At 68 percent, the High Desert region
was the most affordable area in the state,
according to CAR.
The San Francisco Bay area was the least
affordable region in the state at 32 percent,
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Amazing Valley Teens
Barca Girls Under 14

“The impossible can always be broken down into possibilities.”
Author Unknown

Dear Teacher

A Listening Ear; A Listening Heart

By Liane Caryl, M.D., Valley Voice Contributor
Occasionally I will digress from my usual doctors’ orders topics
to feature amazing valley teens. If you know of an amazing valley-based
teen or teen group, please contact me at drlianec@aol.com.
Success doesn’t come easy in youth soccer. You play on a field
under the hot, blazing sun. You might run non-stop for at least 30 minutes
at a time. You get tired, thirsty, and your muscles really ache. Somehow
you keep going. That’s what separates the excellent players from the
average ones.
It is helpful if your team can play together as a full team so you
have an idea of the strengths and weaknesses. This is almost impossible
in youth soccer during the summer. Kids are off from school so they may go away to camp, and
families travel. The newly formed Barcelona Soccer
Club girls under 14 team (Barca) was only finalized
as a team three weeks before their first tournament.
They received their uniforms an hour before the first
game!
These young ladies traveled south to play in the
FC Irvine Showcase tournament August 9 and 10.
They dominated their pool, and took second place in
the final. Coach Mike Evans had no doubts that his
team would finish at the top. His confidence spread
to his players and they gave him 101%. 3rd row (L
to R): Cameron Cooper, Ava Rezai, Taylor Hoover,
Elena Clarfield, Sam Keipert, Catherine Grimes,
Coach Mike Evans. 2nd row (L to R): Danielle

Homecoming

F

By Pastor Eugene Curry

or many youth, the month of September means
one thing above all else: the return of school.
After weeks upon weeks of enjoying the warmth
of summer and all the freedom that goes with it, once
again these students will enter the halls of learning
to recommit themselves to reading, writing, and
arithmetic—not to mention physics, chemistry, French,
calculus, European history, graphic design, and so
on. The old cycle will begin again in which lethargy
is replaced with studiousness and ignorance with
knowledge. And despite the desperate pleas of some
children, parents will remain firm—after all, it’s for
their own good: no matter how difficult, no matter how
tedious, education is worthwhile.
Of course, to speak approvingly of education
is merely to speaking approvingly of knowledge
and thought. For education is merely the systematic
impartation of knowledge and the systematic honing
of thought. And with these two things, a sharp mind
and good grasp of the world around us, there’s really no
limit to what one can do, from building a better mouse
trap to building a fortune.
And as much as we may benefit from
serious thought applied to matters of finance, health,

By Sandy Ojeda
Valley Voice Education Editor

Editor’s Note:

“Dear Teacher” is finally a way for students, parents, and teachers
to express their concerns, ask questions, and seek problem resolution
regarding issues facing us in the educational arena.
E-mail or snail mail “Dear Teacher” and all correspondence will be
answered. Some will actually be published in this newspaper.
“Dear Teacher is looking forward to hearing from you.
dearteacher@verizon.net or
Dear Teacher - P.O. Box 7011 - Mission Hills, CA 91346-7011
Dear Teacher,
In my summer school class, we talked about the Olympics. How old
do you have to be if you want to be in the Olympics? C.F., Grade 7
Dear C.F.,
To compete at the Olympic Games, you must be 16 years old.
Marathon runners must be 20.
Dear Teacher,
My friend is going back to school on Aug. 13. I don’t go until after
Labor Day. Who decides the different dates? M. P., Grade 6
Dear M. P.,
Each school district decides upon when school will begin, and when
it will end. Charter schools can even add days to the school year. The
school districts also decide when to have vacations.
Dear Teacher,
What is the ACT exam? B. C., 9th grade
Dear B. C.,
The ACT is a national college entrance, multiple choice placement
exam. It assesses high school students’ general educational development
and the ability to complete college work.
There are 4 required tests which are English, Math, Reading, and Science.
There is also an optional writing test consisting of planning and writing a
short essay. The ACT is preferred by more public universities than other
exams.
Dear Teacher,
My daughter is entering kindergarten, and I’m confused about
immunizations. Mrs. K
Dear Mrs. K,
If you go to www.cdph.ca.gov, which is the California Department of
Public Health, you should be able to retrieve all the information you want
regarding required immunizations.

relationships, and so on, we mustn’t forget
that another aspect of our lives deserves
meaningful intellectual exertion, that is,
our faith. To put it another way, when you
go off to church, remember to bring your
brain along with you.
Far from the monstrous and
willfully ignorant caricature of spirituality
so often bandied about skeptics, God prefers
an active intellect in his worshippers. To
quote Jesus’ profound paraphrase of the
Worthwhile Web - www.playhousedisney.com
Torah, when asked concerning the greatest
commandment of all, “Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). And again, when we look to the Apostle Paul’s advice to new believers
we find these striking words, “Test everything. Hold on to the good” (Thessalonians 5:21). It would seem then that a
spirituality without thought is somewhat deficient, that is, it isn’t the sort of faith that God desires. Rather, just as God
seeks to have a relationship with the whole person, so the whole person (thoughts, doubts, questions and all) needs to be
brought into the conversation.
Keep this in mind that next time you find yourself in prayer, or worship, or in the study of Scripture and an
uncomfortable question arises. Rather than shove the question out of mind, consider it, discuss it, and ultimately seek
an answer to it. For in so doing, in bringing your mind into your faith, you honor the One that gave it to you in the first
place.
Eugene Curry is the Senior Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Granada Hills.
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